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Preface to the second edition 

When we first set out to write this course there was very little material 
available that combined modern language teaching methods with 
learning Arabic. Mastering Arabic was our attempt to provide a friendly 
and fun introduction for the general learner, and we are gratified that it 
has proved popular with a wide range of students over the years. 

At the time of this second edition, the market for Arabic-teaching 
material has moved on and we have also learnt from our own subsequent 
experiences of teaching Arabic. We have tried to update and improve 
Mastering Arabic to keep it relevant and in the forefront, while not losing 
the essential elements that made it popular in the first place. 

What's new in the second edition? 
The second edition of Mastering Arabic has these additional features: 

• Clearer, more modern page design and layout 
• New 'Conversation' sections with accompanying audio, allowing 

learners to start talking right from the beginning 
• New 'Grammar index' for easy reference 
• More listening exercises to help with understanding spoken Arabic 
• Transliteration of examples and end-of-unit vocabulary lists 

throughout the course to help with pronunciation and reading 
• Some more advanced material moved to later units 
• Additional explanations to support individual learning 
• Individual amendments to take account of feedback received from 

both teachers and students of Arabic over the years. 
As publishers as well as educators by trade, we wrote in the first edition 
that the writing experience had left us 'feeling far more sympathetic 
towards authors than before we started'. As well as writing this second 
edition we have also painstakingly laid out the pages using the kind of 
computer publishing software only dreamt about at the time of the first 
edition. We now also feel far more sympathetic towards typesetters! 
lane Wightwick and Mahmoud Gaafar 



Introduction 

Arabic is spoken in over twenty countries, from North-West Africa to the 
Arabian Gulf. This makes it one of the most widely-used languages in the 
world, and yet it is often regarded as obscure and mysterious. This 
perception is more often based on an over-emphasis on the difficulty of 
the Arabic script and the traditional nature of some of the learning 
material than it is on the complexity of the language itself. There is 
certainly no reason why the non-specialist should not be able to acquire 
a general, all-round knowledge of Arabic, and enjoy doing so. 

Mastering Arabic will provide anyone working alone or within a group 
with a lively, clear and enjoyable introduction to Arabic. When you have 
mastered the basics of the language, then you can go on to study a 
particular area in more detail if you want. 

Before we go on to explain how to use this book, you should be 
introduced to the different kinds of Arabic that are written and spoken. 
These fall into three main categories: 

Modern Standard Arabic 
Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) is the universal language of the Arab 
World, understood by all Arabic speakers. Almost all written material is in 
Modern Standard, as are formal and pan-Arab TV programmes, talks, etc. 

Classical Arabic 
This is the language of the Qur'an and classical literature. Its structure is 
similar to Modern Standard Arabic, but the style and much of the 
vocabulary is archaic. It is easier to begin by studying Modern Standard 
and then progress to classical texts, if that is what you wish to do. 

Colloquial dialects 
These are the spoken languages of the different regions of the Arab 
World. They are all more or less similar to the Modern Standard 
language. The colloquial dialects vary the most in everyday words and 
expressions, such as 'bread', 'how are you?', etc. 



xii Introduction 

We have chosen to teach the Modern Standard in Mastering Arabic as is it a 
good starting point for beginners. Modern Standard is universally under­
stood and is the best medium through which to master the Arabic script. 
However, whenever there are dialogues or situations where the colloquial 
language would naturally be used, we have tried to choose vocabulary 
and structures that are as close to the spoken form as possible. In this way, 
you will find that Mastering Arabic will enable you to understand Arabic in 
a variety of different situations and will act as an excellent base for 
expanding your knowledge of the written and spoken language. 

How to use Mastering Arabic 

This course has over two hours of accompanying audio and access to 
these recordings is essential, unless you are studying in a group where 
the tutor has the audio. Those parts of the book which are on the 
recording are marked with this symbol: ® 

We are assuming that when you start this book you know absolutely no 
Arabic at all and may be working by yourself. The individual units vary in 
how they present the material, but the most important thing to remember 
is to try not to skip anything (except perhaps the 'Structure notes' - see 
below). There are over 200 exercises in the book, carefully designed to help 
you practise what you have learnt and to prepare you for what is coming. 
Work your way through these as they appear in the book and you will find 
that the language starts to fall into place and that words and phrases are 
revised. Above all, be patient and do not be tempted to cut corners. 

Conversation sections 
These sections are designed to introduce you to basic conversational 
Arabic in social and everyday situations so that you can get talking right 
from the start. They appear in all the units in the first half of the course, 
and then as appropriate in the later units. 

Structure notes 
These occur at the end of some units and contain useful additional 
information about Arabic grammar. They are not essential to your 
understanding of basic Arabic but will be helpful to you in recognising 
some of the finer points when you read or hear them. 

Review units 
These occur at three points in the course. They will be very useful to you 
for assessing how well you remember what you have learnt. If  you find 
you have problems with a particular exercise, go back and review the 
section or sections that deal with that area. 

So now you're ready to start learning with Mastering Arabic. We hope you 
enjoy the journey. 
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Getting 
started 

Letters of the alphabet: group 1 

Many Arabic letters can be grouped together according to their shapes. 
Some letters share exactly the same shape but have a different number 
of dots above or below; other shapes vary slightly. 

Look at this group of letters and listen to the recording: 

L J 
• 

:. 
'z J 

• 
U 

Name of letter Pronounced 

ba' 'b' as in 'bat' 

ta' 't' as in 'tap' 

tha' 'th' as in 'thin' 

nOn 'n' as in 'nab' 

ya' 'y' as in 'yet' 

You can see that ba', ta' and tha' share the same shape, but the position 
and the number of dots are different; whereas nOn has a slightly 
different shape, more circular and falling below the line, and ya' has a 
much curlier shape (but is connected with the other letters, as you will 
see later in Unit 1 ) .  

2 



Getting started 

When Arabic is written by hand, the dots often become 'joined' for the 
sake of speed. Compare the printed and the handwritten letters below. 
The most common Arabic printed style is called naskh, and the most 
common handwriting style riq'a . 

Printed letter (naskh) Handwritten letter (riq'a) 

U � 
• • 

U � 
••• � ..;, 
• • '-' V 

� 4.S 
.. '" 

Exercise 1 
Look at the letters below and decide which each is: 

3 



4 Unit 1 

• Handwriting practice 

(When practising handwriting, first trace the letters following the direction 
of the arrows, and then try writing them on lined paper.) 

The Arabic script is written from right to left, so the letters should be 
formed starting from the right: 

ba', ta', thai 

nOn 

ya' 

It's easier to finish the main shape first and then add the dots: 

ba' 

ta' 

tha' 

• 
nOn V 
ya' 

Tip: There are no capital letters in Arabic. 

1 



Getting started 

Vowels 

Arabic script is similar to SMS messages in that both types of writing 
leave out many of the vowels. The short vowels in Arabic are written 
above and below the letters. If you read the Arabic press or 
pick up a novel you will rarely see these vowels, as they are not usually 
written. The reader is expected to deduce the meaning of the word 
from its pattern and the context. 

This book will begin by showing all the short vowels and will 
gradually drop them as you become more proficient. 

�.' Look at these letters and listen to the recording: 
� 

.Yo 

U (ba) U (bi) U (bu) 
• / . • 

From this you can see: 
- A dash above the letter (..::.) is pronounced as a short 'a' following the 

letter. This vowel is called fat�a. 
- A dash below the letter (-:;-) is pronounced as a short ' i ' following the 

letter. This vowel is called kasra. , 
- A comma shape above the letter (_) is pronounced as a short 'u' 

following the letter. This vowel is called 9amma. 

� Exercise 2 
Listen to the recording and write the correct vowels on these letters: 

1 U 4 U 7 U 
• • 

2 U 5 � 8 
• 

U .. 
• • 3 U 6 W 

Exercise 3 
Now practise saying these letters with their vowels. Then check your 
answers in the answer section. 

]I. ]I. 

U 
• 

1 U 4 7 W .- . 
.- ]I. • • 

- 2 W 5 U 8 U 
• 

3 � 6 U .. 

5 



6 Unit 7 

Joining letters: group 1 

Written Arabic is 'joined up'. When letters come at the end of a word 
they look very much as they do when standing alone. However, when 
they come at the beginning or in the middle of a word they get 
'shortened'. 

Look at how these letters combine: 

.....-- (read from right to left) 

� - � + U . 
.. 

u.J u + � 
:. + + :. U+-t - � U U . 

Notice how the letter gets 'chopped' and loses its final flourish, or 
'tail', when at the beginning or in the middle of a word, but still keeps its 
dots for recognition. 

The letters nOn and ya' have exactly the same shape as the other 
letters in this group when they come at the beginning or in the middle of 
a word, but they retain their differences when at the end: 

0-! = u +  u . 
. � ,/ + U 

u..u � + '/ + u .. . 

. 
� + U + � u .. 

611 � + U + � .. 



Getting started 

... Handwriting practice 

Notice how these letters are joined when written by hand : 

� - :.. U + U 
• 

()-! - u +  u 

1/1 jt 
6 '- " , u+ u + 

• 

• 

4J*! + . + 'I u U 
1/1 

It's easiest if you complete the main shape of the word and then go 
back to the right-hand side and add al l the dots from right to left. 

Exercise 4 
Look at the newspaper headline. Two examples of the letters in group 1 
are circled. How many others can you find? 
Tip: When ya' is by itself or at the end of a word, you may see it without 
the two dots. 

J! )j-O�I �,)�i b,?,u ��� 
Lot; �'j ��,...." � \ 6"� .. � 

7 



8 Unit 1 

Exercise 5 
Write out these combinations of letters. The first is an example: 

• .. 
\,,)1.J - 0+ '1 + �  1 .. 

'1+ 0 2 

- 0+ u + �  3 

�+ u + 0 4 

'1+ 0+ u + 'I 5 

- t.S + �+ t.S + U 6 .. .. 

Adding vowels to words 

We can now add vowels to the combinations of letters to make words: 

.. 
(tub) u.J 

� 
(b) u + (tu) � . 

(bin) � - (n) 0 + (bi) � 
o 

(bint) � (t) � + (n) 0 + (bi) � 
� 0 � 

(bayna) �= (na) 0 + (y) t.S + (ba) � .. 

SukOn 
If  there is a small circle (sukun) above a letter (..:.) this indicates that no 
vowel sound follows that letter - see bint and bayna above. Notice how 
the sukun is not usually put above the last letter of a word. 



Getting started 

� Exercise 6 
Listen to the recording and write the vowels on these words. Each word 
will be given twice. 

:. 
U+i 4 � 1 

:. .. :. 

u-L:! 5 U'! · 2 . 

� 6 � 3 

Shadda 

9 

In addition to the three short vowels and the sukOn, there is another 
symbol: the shadda. This is a small w shape (...:..) written above the letter to 
show that it is doubled. For example: 

'" 

(bathth) � = (th) 6 + (th) 6 + (ba) U 

'" .. .. 
. 

(bunn) 0-! - (n) 0 + (n) 0 + (bu) U 

The sound of a letter is lengthened when there is a shadda. Take care to 
pronounce this, otherwise you may change the meaning of the word. � Listen to these examples and repeat them with the recording. Each 

'II example is given twice: 

'" .. � 

� 4 � 1 

� / � / / " . 
C>-:H 5 � *2 

!> .. / / / . 

611 6 � *3 

*Compare the pronunciation of numbers 2 and 3. 

� 
Notice that kasra is often written below the shadda (_) rather than below 
the letter itself - see example 5.  



7 0  Unit 7 

� Exercise 7 
'lI Write these letter combinations and then try to pronounce them. Check 

your pronunciation with the recording or answer section. 

=� + � + Ul 

- u + ;'1 + 'I + U 2 

Exercise 8 
Say these words and then match their meanings with the English: 

o 

� C • 
",. 

0",. 

� B .. . 

• E � 

o 
.. A � 

� D 

1 girl/daughter 2 coffee beans 3 house 4 hay 5 between 

Conversation sections 

These sections are designed to introduce you to basic conversational 
Arabic in social and everyday situations. They appear in all the units in 
the first half of the course, and then as appropriate in the later units. 
You'll find the conversational phrases on the recording, and you'll also 
be given the opportunity to take part in short dialogues with native 
speakers. Concentrate on speaking and listening in these sections. At 
first you may not be able to read all the Arabic script, but you will be 
able to recognise some of the letters and words. 
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_ g Conversation ---� 
Greetings 
One of the most important conversational skil ls initially in any language 
is to know how to greet people. Arabic greetings can be elaborate and 
prolonged, but some all-purpose expressions wil l get you by: 

�i (ahlan) Hel lo 

'f1J. / d; �i (ahlan bik/biki) Hello to you (talking to a male/female) 

�I c: t...;...:, (�aba� al-khayr) Good morning 

.)}JI c: t...;...:, (�aba� an-nOr) Good morning (reply) 

�I �L..:o (masa' al-khayr) Good evening/afternoon 

.)}JI �L..:o (masa' an-nOr) Good evening/afternoon (reply) 

LUI � (mata s-salama) Goodbye 
Tip: The reply to a greeting often varies from the original, a lthough it 
is also acceptable to use the original phrase in reply. 

� Vocabulary in Unit 1 
o 

� (bint) girl/daughter l.H (bunn) coffee beans 
� � (bayt) house � (bayna) between 

� (tibn) hay 

J.l.A i (ahlan) Hello 

� / � J.l.Ai (ahlan bik/biki) Hello to you 

�I r � (�aba� al-khayr) Good morning 
& .)�I r � (�aba� an-nOr) Good morning (reply) 

�I � L..:o (masa' al-khayr) Good evening/afternoon 
� .)�I � L..:o (masa' an-nOr) Good evening/afternoon (reply) 

�UI � (mata s-salama) Goodbye 



1 2  Unit 1 

Vocabulary learning 

Arabic presents some challenges to the beginner trying to learn 
vocabulary, as the words and the script are unfamiliar. However, you 
can use strategies to help you. One method recommended for learning 
vocabulary in new scripts is the use of flashcards, similar to the method 
used to teach young children how to read. 

Try the following method to learn your vocabulary: 
• Make a set of small cards, blank on both sides. 
• Get five envelopes and mark them 'Day I', 'Day 2', etc. 
• Write each Arabic word, with vowels, on one side of a card and the 

English on the other: 

This is good handwriting practice and will also help you remember 
the word. 

• Put all the cards in the envelope marked 'Day I'. 
• Each day, take the cards out of each envelope in turn starting with 

the highest-numbered envelope and working down to 'Day I'. (The 
first day you'll only have cards in the 'Day I' envelope, the next day 
you'll have 'Day 2' and 'Day I', and so on until you have completed 
five days.) 

• Put each card Arabic side up and say the Arabic aloud. Try to 
remember what it means. When you've finished, shuffle the cards 
and put them English side up, repeating the process. 

• If you remember a word, it progresses to the next envelope; if you 
forget, it goes back to Day 1 :  

FORGET 

REMEMBER 

• If you can remember a word five days running you can throw the 
card away. (Or you can put it back in the Day 1 envelope without the 
vowels.) You can add up to 15 words a day to the Day 1 envelope. 



� 

Putting words 
together 

Letters of the alphabet: group 2 
Look at the next group of letters and listen to the recording: 

Name of letter Pronounced L al it (see pages 17  and 20) 

� dal 'd' as in 'dad' 

• 
� dha l 'th' as in 'that' 

� ra' rolled 'r' as in Spanish 'arriva' 

• 

:J lay 'z' as in 'zone' 

:J- waw 'w' as in 'wet' 

You can see that the dal and dhal have the same basic shape, as do ra' 
and lay. The only difference is that dhal and lay have the dot over the 
basic shape. Pay special attention to the position and shape of these four 
letters - dal and dhal sit on the line while ra' and lay fall under the line. 

13 
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Waw and al if have very distinctive shapes, but their connection with 
the other letters in this group will become clear later in this unit. 

As there are no dots to 'join up' in this group of letters, the 
handwritten versions tend to look very similar to the printed versions. 

Exercise 1 
Draw a line between the printed letters, their handwritten versions and 
the names of the letters, as in the example: 

alif 

I dal 

• 

� zay 

• 

..) ra' 

, waw 

dhal 



Putting words together 7 5  

• Handwriting practice 

dal, dhal 

ra', lay 

waw 

al if 

Remember, finish the shape first and then add any dots: 

I 
Joining letters: group 2 
The similarity between the letters in group 2 becomes clear when we look 
at how they are joined to other letters. All of the six letters in this group 
are joined to the letter before but cannot be joined to the letter after. Look 
at how al if joins in these combinations: 

w- + u  

ul - u + 

u4 - u + 1 +  u 
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All the letters in this group have the same basic shape wherever they 
appear in a word, and always have a space after them because they do not 
join to the next letter. 

J� = J + J + � 

Uo:!j = u + '! + j 

IJ,.JI = I + J + u + I 
. . 

The letters in group 2 are the only letters which cannot be joined to the 
letter following in a word. All other letters can be joined on either side. 

II> Handwriting practice 

Practise copying these words. Remember to write the whole word and 
then add the dots. 

Exercise 2 
Fill in the missing letters or words to match the example: 

o �  
(bard) J� = 

o � 
JJJ 

o � 

.J-!J 

(d) J + (r) J + 

+ + 

+ + 

(ba) U 
. 

1 

2 

3 
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J + . J + u 4 

'" 

J-! - + + 5 

y. 

J + J + U 6 

0:., 
+ + �.j-J - 7 

. + + J 8 J J 

Long vowels 

In Unit 1 you met the three Arabic vowel signs: fat�a (a), kasra (i) and 
<;lamma (u). These are all pronounced as short vowels. They can be made 
long by adding the three letters a l if (I), ya' (<f) and waw G). 

i) Look at the following and listen to the recording: 

L (ba) III! U . . 

� (bT) III! U 

y. y. 

,j-! (bO) III! U . 

From this you should be able to see that: 
fat�a + alif = a (long 'a' as in hair or as in heart) 
kasra + ya' = T (long 'i' as in meet) 
<;lamma + waw = 0 (long 'u' as in boot) 

(ba) 

(bi) 

(bu) 

Tip: In practice, the vowel signs are rarely written on long vowels as the 
extra letter already indicates the sound: � .Y. � 
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Now listen to the pairs of words and repeat them after the recording. 
Listen carefully for the difference in the short and long vowels. Each pair 
is given twice: 

:;;� 
� �  
. .  J. 3 J� 2 JJ,J 1 � 

JI� 
� �  

�j.:! . .  
JjJ,J 

� 

It may have occurred to you that if the vowels signs are not usually 
included at all in written Arabic, then if you come across this word . . .  

. . .  how do you know whether to pronounce it 

� 
. 

JjJ (zOr) or . . .  
o � 

Jjj (zawr) or . . .  

Jjj (zawar) o r  even . . .  

... ;:;; ..... . 
JjJ (zawwara) or . . .  

� � " 

Jjj (zuwwira)? 

(All of these words exist! )  The answer is that you do not know automatically. 
However, when you have learned more about the structure and vocabulary 
patterns in Arabic, you will usually be able to tell from the context. 

� Exercise 3 
Listen to the recording and write the vowels on these words. Each word 
will be given twice. 

0-:!J 3 

0-:!J 2 



Putting words together 

� 8 �J':! 5 

Uo:!j 9 �..H 6 

J)J 10 � 7 

� Exercise 4 
Now try and write the eight words you hear, with their vowels. Each 
word will be given twice. 

(S..l�'; (zabadT) yoghurt 

1 9  
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Alif 
Alif is unique amongst Arabic letters because it does not have a definite 
sound. There are two main ways an al if is used: 

1 To form the long vowel a (see page 17) .  

2 To 'carry' a short vowel. If  a word begins with a short vowel, the vowel 
sign cannot simply hang in the air before the next letter. So the vowel 
sign is placed above or under an alif, as in these examples: 

(in) 01 
� 
� 

(udh) jl 
� 

(ab) ul . 
The small 'c' shape (y) that accompanies the vowel sign is known as 
hamza . (For more details about hamza, see Unit 6, page 76.) 

� Listen carefully to these words which begin with a vowel carried by 
W analif. 

� � wI 4 

o � � �I 5 

o � � �I 6 

Putting words together 

Look at the pictures and listen to the recording. 

. 
j� 



Putting words together 

Tip: J (�a, 'and') is written joined to the word that follows: 
,;.YJ .;:,:,i (anwar wa-nOr, 'Anwar and Nour') .  

Exercise 5 
�, Look at these pictures and read the names. Check your pronunciation 

with the recording or in the answer section. 

2 1  

� 5 � 3 1 �\ 6 4 2 

tt 0 � o � � ��L; J.J. 
� M� 

o� �o � � �� �j �� 
Now choose the correct description for each picture: 

B �� '\.-.:9 

�j.J �� 
��.J ��L; 
��L;.J �j 

\.:.., � .. M .J "-:--!.� 

0� ...... ' � 

�j.J �� 
��L;.J �� 
\.:..,� J.J. M.J M� 
�j.J �j 

B 

1 

2 

3 

4 

D 

1 

2 

3 

4 

e 63 
��.J �j 
��L;.J �� 

J.J 
• • • M�.J "-:--!.� 

J.J 
• •  � • .J "-:--!.� 

e� 
.. \.:.., � "-:--!.� .J M 
• • J.J. "-:--!.� .J M� 

�j.J �j 
��L;.J �� 

L--< z 

o � . tj!.� 

A 

2 

3 

4 

C 

2 

3 

4 
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Simple sentences Et Look at the picture and listen to the recording . 

..,. o� .... � 
. ��L; �I.J �j L;I 

Many Arabic sentences do not need the verb 'to be' (am, is, are) in the 
present tense. This means that you can have a sentence with no verb at 
all. (Such sentences are called nominal sentences.) 

� 

I ·. 1 .�j u 

� .... 
(am) Zaid. 

II> Handwriting practice 

..... ------
You (are) 

.... 
Nadir. 

Practise writing these sentences, firstly with the vowels and then without. 

• ....I.)� l..i1 
_i.:J.l 

� 

,:- i I .. --
-

Exercise 6 

. ...i�l..i 
. l.:..t.) 

- ' 

Look at the pictures and make sentences for each bubble: 

liJ 
( 

.. I' .. it , 

1 

[. � If! 



Putting words together 

Male and female � Listen to this conversation: 
.... (read from right to left) 

Look at the question (notice the reversed question mark). 
o � ..... 

�u,jIJ And you? 

�f (anti) is used only to refer to a female. Arabic, like many other 
languages, makes a difference between male and female people and 
objects. It has two genders. So we have: 

� wi (ana) I (ma/e and female) 
..... 0 � 
u,j I (anta) you (ma/e) 

o � 
u,j I (anti) you (fema/e) 

Exercise 7 
Fill in the missing words in these conversations: 

23 

G� ._(;IJ[ � -J�jJDa trJC·_- J[ 
�-�j � � 
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_ " Conversation 

Introductions 
You learnt a few popular greetings in Unit 1 ,  so now you're ready to 
i ntroduce yourself. The simplest way to say your name is to use the 
phrase you've learnt in this unit: ana . . . (I'm . . .  ) . You could then ask 
how someone is, or say you're pleased to meet him or her. 

Listen to these conversations on your recording and then have a go at 
introducing yourself. 

�u:.i" '\".Y L.i .�i (ahlan, ana Tom w-anti?) Hello, I'm Tom. 
And you? 
.�..l L:.i (ana dTna) I'm Dina. -.�..l l:! wy:.:> (tasharrafna ya dTna) Pleased to meet you, Dina . 

. U'":!� \"I.J..o L:.i .�I .. L.:o (masa' al-khayr. ana madam IOwis) 
Good evening. I'm Mrs Lewis. 

�JWI � .�....,J \"I.J..o l:! .)yJl .. L.:o (masa' an-nOr ya madam IOwis. 
kayf al-�al?) Good evening, Mrs Lewis. How are you? 

.4..l.I .J..o..:J1 (al-�amdu l i l lah) Fine, thanks ('thanks be to God'). 

Notice the use of ya when addressing someone by name. This is 
common in some parts of the Arab world. 

o Vocabulary in Unit 2 
/ <: 

�I (ana) I 
0 / / .. 

..:.U I (anta) you (rna/e) 

0<: 
..:.U I (anti) you (fema/e) 

J (wa-) and 

'? oJ �� (zabadT) yoghurt 

o :;;:i ..... ..... 

W� (tasharrafna) 

pleased to meet you 

�JL:JI � (kayf al-�al) 

how are you? 
� , / 

til �I (al-�amdu l i l lah) 
fine, thanks 



�� � The family 

I Letters of the alphabet: group 3 

� Look at the third group of letters and listen to the recording: 

;I Name of letter Pronounced 

jTm 'j' as in French 'je' * 

Breathy, strong 'h' 

kha' 'ch' as in Scottish 'loch' 

ha' 'h' as in 'house' 

mTm 'm' as in 'mastering' 

* Also pronounced 'g' as in 'gate' in parts of Egypt. 

There is an obvious similarity between the first three letters - jTm, kha' and 
�a'. The main letter has exactly the same basic shape: only the position of 
the dots will tell you which one it is. 

The ha' and the mTm do not share their shapes with any other letters, 
but are included here for pronunciation and vocabulary reasons. 

The pronunciation of �a' and kha' may be unfamiliar sounds to your 

25 
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ear. kha' is a sound similar to that made when clearing your throat. 
�a' is a breathy 'h' sometimes confused with ha' by beginners, so we will 
take extra care in showing you how to distinguish the two sounds. 

Exercise 1 
Listen to the recording and decide which is the first letter of each word. 
The first is an example. Each word is given twice. 

" ee 6 ,,©t 1 

" ee 7 " ee 2 

. 

" ee 8 " ee 3 

" ee 9 " ee 4 

" ee 10 " ee 5 

Now replay the exercise, repeating the words after the recording. 

Handwriting letters: group 3 
Look at the handwritten versions of the letters in group 3 :  

Printed letter Handwritten letter 

[. � 
c. e • • c. e 
0 � 

i 
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Notice how jim, ha' and kha' have an additional upwards stroke in the 
handwritten version, producing an enclosed loop at the top of the letter. 

The 'head' of the mTm is produced by turning your pen in a tight circle 
on the same spot. 

II>- Handwriting practice 

jim, �a', kha' 

mTm 

ha' 

, Joining letters: jim, �a', kha' and mTm 
When these four letters are at the beginning or in the middle of a word, 
the part of the letter which falls below the line (the 'tail') gets 'chopped'. 
Only when they occur at the end of a word do they keep their tails. 

�,;-::. = � + J + � 

� + J + C 
" 

u + C + I 
----- �------------, 
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�J = [ + � + J 

�=j+'1+� 
" " 

�I = � + 1 

Unit 3 

Tip: sometimes you can see the mTm tucked in under the previous letter 
or over the following one. For example: 

�=J+�+t. 

� =I+t.+� 

Exercise 2 
Join the words with the correct combinations of letters, as in the e�ample: 

[� C 

� J. 0 

t� E 

" 

�J+�+t+1 1 

J+1+[+[+0 2 

J+I+t+t+� 3 

� Now try to pronounce the words. Check your answer with the recording 
W or in the answer section. (See page 20 for an explanation of words that 

start with a l it carrying a vowel.) 
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Joining ha' 
Ha' changes its shape depending on how and where it is joined, so take 
extra care. 

- If it is not joined to any other letter, it looks like this: � 

- If it is joined only to the letter after it, it looks like this: -A 
- If it is joined only to the letter before it, it looks like this: � 
- If it is joined to letters on both sides, it looks like this: -+- or this: -r-

(The second shape is more common in handwriting.) 

.. Handwriting practice 

Copy these words: 

(start here) 

Exercise 3 
Handwrite these combinations of letters. Try them first on lined paper, 
then look at the answer section and study how the letters combine. 
After that, copy out the words several more times until you can write 
them all fluently. 

J+c.+ � 5 u+ c.+W 1 

y l> + ?' + , 6 ?' +l>+ u 2 . 

J +?,+I+l> 7 J + ?' + � 3 

j+�+W 8 l> + 'I + u +'1 4 
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Feminine words 

You have already seen that there are two genders in Arabic. All nouns 
(people, objects, ideas, etc.) are either masculine (male) or feminine 
(female) . Luckily it is fairly easy to tell which gender a particular word is. 

There is a special feminine ending that is a 'bundled up' Ui' (..:,,) :  ii. 
This is called ta' marbO�a (literally tied up ta') . When the word is said by 
itself, the ta' marbO�a is not usually pronounced: 

� � (madTna) city .. 4 JJ (zawja) wife 

There are two main categories of words which are feminine: 
1 Female people or words that refer to females (girl, mother, etc.) . 

Most countries are also considered female. 
2 Singular words that end in ta' marbO�a. (There are a few exceptions to 

this, but they are rare.)  
A word could fall into both categories, e .g.  �".) (zawja) wife. 

There are a small number of feminine words that do not fall into either 
of these categories, often words connected with the natural world (wind, 
fire, etc.) or parts of the body (hand, leg, etc.) .  However, in general you 
can presume a word is masculine unless it falls into one of the two 
categories above. 

� Exercise 4 
W Listen to these words and decide if they are masculine or feminine. 

0'" 
. 

JfI' 

�6 
.. ... t ... JI �� . 

. . .) 

5 
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What's this? � t� La f) Listen to the recording and repeat the sentences: 

(The vertical dash you can see above the ha' in 1.iA (hadha) and �.iA 
(hadhihi) i s  an al if. In a very few words, the al if i s  written above the letter 
rather than after it. This al if is pronounced as a long a. Like the other 
vowel signs, it is not normally included in modern written Arabic.) 

Masculine Feminine 

.� ljA 

X 
.��J-? �jA X 

This (is a) house. This (is a) newspaper. 

There is no need for the verb 'is' in this kind of sentence. Notice that 
there is also no direct equivalent of the English 'a' as in 'a house'. 

Exercise 5 
Make a sentence for each picture and then write it down. 

� 6  
� 

�2 � 
.- I 

._1,1\ 
5 4 � 
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The family 

Look at this family tree and read the names. 

I 

€) 
� Listen to the recording, looking at the pictures and following the words: 

o ... Jl • I .. .. 1 . �� � . . . �..\.o loa.J J.a"-I L; I �� 

� � r---------�----------� I .. 4 
• �..\.o �I 1.a.J i �.J.J L; I 
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o �  . �I � 
/ 

If you take a noun (e.g .  � bint, daughter/girl) and add '-T' to the end, 
it then refers to 'my . . .  ' (e.g .  � bintT, my daughter): 

� = ", + � 

� 
noun + '-T' = my daughter 

We could also put the noun directly in front of a name: 

� 

- �, + u.:u ;X . 
noun + name - daughter of Ahmed, or 

Ahmed's daughter 

Putting two nouns together like this with a possessive meaning is known 
as idafa. 

When the first noun in idafa ends in ta' marbOta (i;), you should 
pronounce the word with a 't' at the end: 
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0: 
� I 4 jj (zawjat a�mad) wife of Ahmed/Ahmed's wife 

� .,l.4  d A!';' (khaymat mid�at) Midhat's tent J 
When letters are added to a word ending in ta' marbOta, it 'unties' and 
changes back to an ordinary ta' .  This ta' is pronounced 't' in the normal 
way: 

4 jj (zawja) wife � jj (zawjatT) my wife :J 
Exercise 6 
Now look back at the sentences on pages 32-3 and try to match the 
Arabic words with their translations: 

t 
mother �I 

/ ul.! father / 
I , I I '" t I 

son �I 
o , 

daughter tjj 

/ 0: 
wife . I C 

, o , 

husband ) 4jj 
sister 0-!1 

0: 
brother ul 

. 
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Exercise 7 
Look at the family tree on page 32 and fill in the gaps in the sentences, 
as in the example. 

" 0-;'1 . � I  j-A �J,4 1 

.�J,4 � �JJJ 2 

" -w '  6!? j-A � I  3 

·w '6!? � �JJJ 4 

.. 

. j)JJJ � W'6!? 5 

" 

.�I � W'6!? 6 

Exercise 8 
Now make eight sentences about this family. The first is an example: 
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� " Conversation 

Introducing your family 
You can practise the words you've learnt in this unit to introduce your 
family. just use the expression 'this is . .  . ' :  hadha . . .  for a male or 
hadhihi . . .  for a female, followed by the family member and name: -

� 1.iA U-o (man hadha?) Who's this? 

. .!l� 1ft.)j 1.iA (hadha zawjT jak) This is my husband, jack. -. .!l� 4 wy;..:; (tasharrafna ya jak) Pleased to meet you, jack. 
-

�1I.iA U-o (man hadhihi?) Who's this? 

.(,?""'Y � 1I.iA (hadhihi bintT lOsT) This is my daughter, Lucy. -.(,?""'Y 4 wy;..:; (tasharrafna ya lOST) Pleased to meet you, Lucy. 

Listen to these two conversations on the recording, then try to 
introduce members of your family. The recording will help you.  

o Vocabulary in Unit 3 
, 

." � 

�I (umm) mother 
<: �I (ab) father 

�! (ibn) son 
o 

� (bint) daughter/girl 
<: 

t I (akh) brother 
, � 

u.=.1 (ukht) sister 

(,J� (zawj) husband 

�,J� (zawja) wife 

..JA (huwa) he (and it, mase. ) 

� (hiya) she (and it, fern.) 
_ / 

I� (hadha) this (mase.) 

o� (hadhihi) this (fern.) 

/ , ��� (zujaja) bottle 

�..l..:!� (jarTda) newspaper 

� (khayma) tent 

-* (nahr) river 

.) � (�imar) donkey 

4 �� (dajaja) hen/chicken 

�.l:., (madTna) city 
/ 

u-o (man) who? 



Jobs 

Letters of the alphabet: group 4 
Listen to the recording, paying special attention to the pronunciation of 
the second pair of letters: 

Name of letter Pronounced 

sTn IS' as in 'sea' 

shTn Ish' as in 'sheet' 

strong, emphatic 's' 

strong, emphatic 'd' 

You can see that the letters sTn and shTn have the same basic shape, but 
shTn has three dots above. shTn and tha' are the only two letters in the 
Arabic alphabet that have three dots. Farsi (the language of Iran) has 
other letters with three dots above and below, and these are occasionally 
used for sounds that do not exist in Arabic (for example, p and v). 

�ad and <;lad have the same basic shape, but <;lad has one dot above. 
All the letters in group 4 have a Similarly shaped tail. 

Notice that when Arabic is written in English letters (transliterated), a 
dot is put under such letters as �ad,  <;lad and �a' to distinguish them from 
their more familiar equivalents. 

3 7  
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Handwriting letters: group 4 
Look at the handwritten versions of the letters in group 4: 

Printed letter Handwritten letter 

� 4..)-' 
:. � 

� 4..)-' 
� � 

• • � � 
You can see that the handwritten letters look similar to the printed 
versions except that the three dots on shTn have become joined, as they 
did with tha' (..;.,). The 'w' shape at the beginning of sTn and shTn can also 
become 'smoothed out' in handwriting, like this: c.r- c.:r!- .  
However, as a beginner, it's easier to stick to the more standard versions. 

• Handwriting practice 

sTn, shTn 

, ..b' 
� .. � ' \ ./ 

• j't --�--�- �--- � 
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• Joining letters: group 4 

3 9  

All of the letters in group 4 work on  the same principle as the other letters 
which have tails (e.g., r and 1"). The tail falling below the line gets 
'chopped' when the letters are joined to another following. Only when they 
are standing by themselves or at the end of a word do they keep their tails. 

�� = � + J + � 1 

� = J + � + � 2 

� = � + '! + � 3 

� = J + ,! + W"'l 4 

�ff" = � + � + C 5 

W"'l� = W"'l + J + C 6 

... Handwriting practice 

�ad, Qad - joined only to the letter after: . . .  .., 

- joined on both sides �a . . .  
- joined only to the letter before: � . . .  

sTn, shTn - joined only to the letter after: • • •  -"111 

- joined on both sides: . . ......... . .  
- joined only to the letter before: � . . .  
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�ad and <;iad are emphatic letters and have no direct equivalent in 
English. The difference in the pronounciation of sTn and �ad is similar to 
the difference between the initial sounds of the English words '�it' and 
'�orry'; and dal and <;iad similar to the difference between 'gin' and 'got'. 

It is important to try to distinguish between emphatic and non-emphatic 
letters, as it is between ha' Co) and �a' Cc) .  Listen to these pairs of words 
and repeat them after the recording. Each pair is given twice. 

ra� 4 

raJA 

J� 5 

J� 
. 

�.F 6 

�..)J 

Exercise 1 

o � . 

�.F 
o � 

�..)J 

ra� 
� � � 

ra� 
;;; � 

� 
;;; � 

� 

1 

2 

3 

Listen to the words on the recording and decide which is the first letter of 
each. The words are given twice. The first answer is an example. 

� �  9 � �  5 � @) 1 

. 
� � 1O C I> 6 � J 2 

. 

C 1> 11 � J 7 C I> 3 

. . 
� � 12 � J 8 � J 4 

Now check your answers and repeat the words after the recording . 
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Exercise 2 
All these Arabic words are similar to English. Can you match them to the 
pictures? 

C 

I � 
. 

a , ,« 'J 6 
� .. � 

B 

D 

F 



42 Unit 4 

• Handwriting practice 

Practise writing these words from Exercise 2: 

Jobs 
t ' Listen to the recording and look at the pictures: 

1 

A word referring to a single male (masculine singular) can be made to refer to 
a single female (feminine singular) by adding a fat�a (...:.) and a ta' marbO�a 
(ii): W"�..1.o (mudarris) male teacher, L..�..1.o (mudarrisa) female teacher; J...lyo 
(murasil) male correspondent, Uwlyo (murasila) female correspondent. 
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" Exercise 3 
Here are some more jobs. Look at the list and listen to the recording . 

;;; � 

. � J . baker 

� � 

I..",).W� accountant 

� � � 

�j404 nurse (fern.) 

o � � . 
W""� engineer 

;;; � 

� J . carpenter 

Now make one sentence for each picture. The first is an example: 

3 

6 4 
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Making words plural � Look at the pictures and listen to the recording: 

2 

f .... � .... JI � JI 

• �.:'H"' • .w.J� ,jA 
4 

,. � ,. ,. 0 � 

. ��L,e � 

Unit 4 
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masculine singular + On = masculine plural 

masculine singular + at = feminine plural 

These plurals are known as the sound masculine plural and the sound 
feminine plural ('sound' here means 'complete' and does not refer to the 
pronunciation). All the jobs in this chapter can be made plural by 
adding the endings shown above. 

Notice that although there is only one word for 'we', u.=--:. (na�nu), the 
word for 'they' is r" (hum) for the masculine plural and � (hunna) for 
the feminine plural: 

.,. 
oU� j..l.4 � (hum mudarrisOn) They are (male) teachers. 

'" ouLw j..l.4 UA (hunna mudarrisat) They are (female) teachers. 

The feminine plural is not as common as the masculine plural as all 
members of a group must be female for it to be used. If the group is 
mixed, the masculine is always used. (Spoken dialects often use the 
masculine plural only whatever the gender of the group.)  

Exercise 4 
Look again at the words listed in Exercise 3 .  Write the masculine and 
feminine plurals for these words. 
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Exercise 5 
Now write the words in the speech bubbles and underneath the pictures, 
as in the example. 

-----_____ 2 

_________________ 4 --------_________ 3 
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___________________ 6 ______________________ 5 

_ " Conversation 

Talking about what you do 
If you want to ask someone what they do for a l iving you can ask: 

�� lo (ma tamalak/-ik?) What's your job? (to a man/woman) 

.�� / U"�� L.:.i (ana mudarris/mumarriQa) I 'm a teacher/a nurse. 

tamal means 'work' or 'job' and the ending -ak or -ik means 'your' (-ka 
and -ki in more formal Arabic). You could also ask where someone works: 

�� 0-:!i (ayna tamalak/-ik?) Where's your job? 

'C>J..>:H .; / u� .; (fT lundun/fT bayrOt) In London/In Beirut. 

If you're studying at university or school you may want to say: 
.�l.1. / �l.1. L.:.i (ana talib/taliba) I 'm a student (male/female) . 

. �� / � L.:.i (ana tilmTdh/tilmTdha) I 'm a pupil (male/female). 

A good expression to express interest or admiration is: 
!Ull �L.::.. lo (ma sha'a al lah) Wonderfu l !  

Listen to the conversation and then take one of the roles yourself. 
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Structure notes 
The structure note sections are intended to give more details about 
the structure of the Arabic language. They will be useful mainly for 
recognition purposes and should not be slavishly learnt. If you require 
a more general understanding of Arabic, you can quickly skim 
through these sections or even skip them altogether. 

Case endings 
Arabic nouns and adjectives have case endings - grammatical endings 
that can be added to the end of nouns. However, unl ike many 
languages, for example German, these endings are rarely pronounced 
and for practical purposes do not exist in spoken dialects. So learners 
of Arabic (and native speakers) can get by without a detailed 
knowledge of these endings. 
The sort of situations in which you are l ikely to meet the full endings 
are readings of classical literature (particularly the Qur'an), and more 
formal radio and TV broadcasts, especially if the speaker wishes to 
show his or her 'grammatical correctness'. You will rarely find them 
written in modern newspapers or literature. 
Having said that, there are some occasions in Modern Standard Arabic 
when the endings affect the spelling and pronounciation and so some 
knowledge of how they work is desirable. 

The nominative case (ar-raft) 
There are three cases. The first is the nominative. The easiest way to 
explain this case is to say that you can assume a noun is nominative 
unless there is a reason for it not to be. Almost all of the nouns you 
have met in the book so far have been in the nominative case. 
If we take the noun � (bint), girl/daughter, and add the full ending 
for the nominative case we have: 

� (pronounced 'bintun') 
oJ 

The ending (_ ) is written above the final letter l ike the vowels, and is 
pronounced 'un' .  So the sentence � Il.\ (hadha bayt), This is a 
house, wou ld be � Il.\ (hadha bay tun) if ful ly pronounced. 
Look at these other nouns you know with their ful l endings: 

)�� (najjarun) carpenter 

�4-� (zujajatun*) bottle 
... ti .... " 
...:,L....:.� (mumarri<;latun*) nurses 



jobs 

* the ta' marbOta is pronounced 'at' when a case ending is added to 
the noun. 

The sound masculine plural is an exception and has a d ifferent 
ending: 

... 'it ... � uY"-'.).u> (mudarrisOn(a) 

Here, the whole of the part underlined can be considered as the 
nominative case ending, but only the final 'a' is not usually 
pronounced in Modern Standard Arabic. 

Optional exercise 
Go back to Exercise 3 and say the sentences again, this time 
pronouncing the fu l l  endings on the words. 

Vocabulary in Unit 4 
} 0 / } 
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u.=u (na�nu) we �I,;-o (murasil) correspondent 
o } 
� (hum) they (mase) 

� 
} 

UA (hunna) they (fern.) 

.. / } 
U"";.j..o (mudarris) teacher 

/ } 
�� (mu�asib) accountant 

. / 

,j \ ��/
.:" (khabbaz) baker 

.. / } 
�� (mumarri9a) nurse 

0 / } 
U"� (muhandis) engineer 

..) \ ? -:, (najjar) carpenter 

�L.b (talib) student 

�� al] (tilmTdh) pupil 

� (tan is) tennis 

�� (ba�) bus 

\ a�! � ", (sTnima) cinema 

l,j i�! (bTtza) pizza 

�..)� (shOrt) shorts 

/ ...?..)� (bOrgar) burger 

c;: dk l..o (ma tamalak/-ik?) What's your job? 
.... .... ..... 0 ... 

c;: � � I (ayna tamalak/-ik?) Where's your job? 

!.u.J1  �u, l..o (ma sha'a al lah) Wonderful! 



Describing 
things 

Letters of the alphabet: group 5 

Listen to the recording and look at the letters: 

Name of letter Pronounced 
• 

L , fa' 'f' as in 'foot' 

.. 

'-' qat see below 

� kat 'k' as in 'kettle' 

J- lam 'I' as in 'lamb' 

The fa' and qat have similar shapes, but the tail of the qat is rounder and 
falls below the line (a little like the difference between ,,:, and u)' 

The tail of the lam must also fall below the line and not sit on it like an 
English 'I' . Both lam and kat have distinctive shapes which are not shared 
with any other letter. 

Pronunciation of qat 
It takes practice to pronounce qat properly. You should soy a 'q' from the 
back of your throat. In Modern Standard Arabic, care must be taken to 
distinguish the pronunciation of kat and qat (listen again to the recording). 

However, spoken dialects tend to pronounce the qat either as a 'g' as 
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in 'gate' or as a glottal stop. (A glottal stop is the sort of sound produced 
when you pronounce 'bottle' with a Cockney accent, or in 'Estuary 
English', dropping the 'tt'.) This book will pronounce the qat in the 
classical way, but be prepared to hear the same words pronounced with 
a 'g' or a glottal stop by native speakers. 

� Exercise 1 
I Listen to these pairs of words. All the words begin with either qat or kat. 

Decide if each pair of words begins with the same or different letters. 
Each pair is given twice. The first answer is an example. 

1 G9m� different 5 same different 

2 same different 6 same different 

3 same different 

4 same different 

7 same different 

8 same different 

Handwriting letters: group 5 
Look at the letters in group 5 handwritten: 

Printed letter Handwritten letter 

• • 

U u 
.. (U ) ci> � 

� eJ 
J J 

Notice how the 'hamza' shape in the middle of the kat becomes 'joined' to 
the rest of the letter for the sake of speed in the handwritten version. The 
alternative handwritten version of qat should be noted for recognition 
purposes, although it is generally easier for beginners to write the more 
standard version. 
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• Handwriting practice 

• 

fa' ...:J, 
-

qat �c.9� 
kat �JY 

� 

lam 4J v 
� 

Joining letters: group 5 

fa', qat and lam all lose their tails when they are joined to the following 
letter. This leaves fa' and qat with the same shape at the beginning or in 
the middle of a word. The only difference is that fa' has one dot above 
and qat two: 

0� = 0 + J + � 

JU J + � + � 

&J = � + � + J 

jJ.4 = J + J + � 
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It is important to remember that lam can be joined on both sides, as 
beginners often confuse this letter with al if, which can be joined only to 
the letter before: 

u + , + � 

u + J + � 

kat, like ha' (�), changes its shape depending on how it is jOined: 

- If it stands on its own or is at the end of a word, it looks like this: � 
- If it stands at the beginning or in the middle of a word, it looks like 

this: � 

Exercise 2 
Look at this newspaper headline. It contains 2 kats and 5 qats . Can you 
find and circle them? 
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Handwriting practice 

When a kat is written at the beginning or in the middle of a word, the 
main shape of the word is often completed first without the downwards 
stroke of the kat, which is added with the dots: 

stage 1 :  

stage 2: 

Compare this with the way most people would write the English word 'tin': 

stage 1 :  LvY\! 
stage 2: LvY\! 
Now practise copying these words: 

�l:.( 4" ,Lf 
• • 

Everyday objects 

,,' Look at these pictures and listen to the recording: 

0 .... 

� 6  

',1.-�.'-,.. :i-, 
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Exercise 3 
Now make a sentence for each picture, as in the example: 

Signs and crosswords 
If an English word is written vertically instead of horizontally, as in a 
crossword or a shop sign, then the same basic letters are used: 

(horizontal) accountant 

(vertical) a 
c 
c 
o 
u 
n 
t 
a 
n 
t 

However, because of the way Arabic letters are joined, vertical words 
have to be written using the separate, isolated letters: 

I..,.I.W � (horizontal) 
. 

� (vertical) 

r 

Crosswords are compiled entirely in separate letters. 
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Exercise 4 
Look at the picture clues and complete the crossword. One clue is 
completed for you. 

Describing things Ei) Look at these pairs of descriptive words (adjectives) and listen to the 
recording. 

0.;.:) 10 

�� � 

Unit 5 



Describing things 

Now listen to these sentences: 

� 

.J",. ... <A �I I� 
.. 1 .. . . 4 '9; .. 

J I  (al) the + � (qalam) pen = �I (al-qalam) the pen 

57 

JI (al) i s  the same for all nouns, whether masculine, feminine or  plural, 
and is written as part of the word that follows. Adding hadha or hadhihi 
directly in front of al changes the meaning from the to this, for example 
from �I (al-qalam) the pen, to �1 1.iA (hadhal-qalam) this pen. 

Tip: In spoken dialects JI can be pronounced ai, i l or el. 

I JJ'''S 41 1 ('.Ii.1I I� I 
� 

masculine noun + adjective This pen is broken 

feminine noun + adjective with ii This bag is heavy 
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An adjective must have the feminine ending (;), a) if the noun it is 
describing is feminine. In other words, the adjective agrees with the noun. 

Note the difference between: 

.� I.J.A 
. . .  �I I.J.A 

This is a pen . 

This pen . . .  _J 
Exercise 5 
Match the opposite pairs of adjectives: 

Now pronounce the adjectives out loud. 

Exercise 6 
Fill in the gaps in these descriptions, using the English prompts in brackets. 
Remember to add the feminine ending ;) a to the adjective if necessary . 

. (white) 

• 
. J,j-W I (shirt) 

3 

. (ugly) �I (And this) 4 

. (old) .; '" � I (This) 5 

. (And this car is new) 6 
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Whose is it? 

, Listen to these two exchanges: 

, , 

59 

Tip: 2 fat�as followed by alif (I ) is pronounced an :  lfit.. (shukran) thank you. 

Now listen to these descriptions: 

, -
'';.l.:!.l-? 4 iUS 'J �j�1 J US' �jAJ 

Tip: ('":!� (qadTm, old) can only be used with objects, not people. 
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Possessive endings 

You have now met the following endings which describe possession: 

my (masculine & feminine) -I � l.::iS (kitabT) my book l 
your (masculine) -(u)ka* �l.::iS (kitabuka) your book 

your (feminine) -(u)ki* �l.::iS (kitabuki) your book 

� 

his -(u)hu* -Gl.::iS (kitabuhu) his book 

her -(u)ha � l.::iS (kitabuha) her book 

* Tip: In spoken dialects these endings are usually simplified to -ak, -ik and -uh: 
kitabgk, kitabils, kitabuh. 

These endings are known as attached pronouns since they are 'attached' 
to the end of the word. Remember that when you add an ending to a 
word which finishes in ta' marbOta, the ta' unties and is pronounced: 

� (�aqTba) 

Exercise 7 

;.1; \ \ Q", (haqTbatuka) 
. �  . 

Complete the conversation and fill in the missing words in the description: 

[ ;J C J 

� 

. -J - �J ..J)I_ I� 
.. 

. -- --J -- Qo.cl. __ ! ... :.�O"'� --J 
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Exercise 8 
Read the description of Jihan's dog. Then look at the pictures of Jihan 
and her friend Mohammed, together with some of their possessions. 

" 

.�I �J UI6!? yJS IjA 

�:. .. I ,,,., 
A � .6 ' ...... . .. -J \...-;;-;- • 

Now make similar descriptions of Jihan's and Mohammed's other 
possessions. 

Tip: Do not use �i (abya9, white) or ..l...,....i (aswad, black) to describe 
feminine objects, as they have a special feminine form which you will 
learn in Unit 1 1 .  Stick to using these colours with masculine objects for 
the moment. 
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Exercise 9 
Try to describe some of your possessions, using the sentences you 
produced in Exercise 8 as models. 

Structure notes 

Indefinite and definite 
When you add JI (ai, the) to an indefinite noun, you make it definite. 
The case ending you met in Unit 4 changes slightly: 

... 
� (bintun) a girl/daughter (indefinite) 

�I (al-bintlJ) the gi rl/daughter (definite) 

The indefinite case ending -un becomes -u when the noun is definite. 
Nouns which have possessive endings are also definite, and this 
accounts for the 'u' which appears before the attached pronouns: 

;'I;" ! (bintlJka) your (masculine) daughter 
, :'I;',! (bintlJki) your (feminine) daughter 

� (bintlJhu) his daughter 

� (bintlJha) her daughter 
But notice that when you add ,:? (i ,  my), the case ending is not included. 
Look at these sentences you have met in this unit with the full case 
endings added. Notice that the adjectives as wel l  as the nouns carry 
the case end ings. 

'\J � ... .... .�...I:!� �..>L;.JI (as-sayyaratu jaclTdatun) The car is new . 

. r I� 0'''' ;,I;\! (bintuka jaml1atun) Your daughter is beautiful. 
, , 

�fi ��I (al-kitabu qaclTmun) The book is old. 

Elision of .JI 
When the word before JI (ai, the) begins with a vowel, the 'a ' of 'a i '  i s 
dropped and the sound is elided: 

�I (al-�aqTba) the bag 
, 

�I b.il. (hadhihi 1-�aqTba) this bag (not hadhihi al-�aqTba) 
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. "  Conversation __ � 
Polite requests , It is useful at an early stage of learning a language to master a few 
phrases so that you can ask politely for what you want. These can come 
in handy in stores or when you want someone to pass you something. 

L � (mumkin . . .  ?) May I have . . .  ? ( l iterally 'possible?') 
�..ill.cl � -r.� � (mumkin kitabT min fa<;llak?) 
May I have my book, please? (said to a male) 

�� � � �I �I � (mumkin al-qamT� al-abya<;l min fa<;llik?) 
May I have the white shirt, please? (said to a female) 

. . .  ..I.:!) (urTd . . .  ) I'd l ike . . .  

. ii..l.:!� 4=-h ..I.:!) (urTd �aqTba jadTda) I'd l ike a new bag . 

. � � I� ..I.:!) (urTd pTtza min fa<;llak) I 'd l ike pizza, please. 

When the item is handed over, you may hear: 

� (tafa<;l<;lal) Here you are. (said to a male) 

� (tafa<;l<;lalf) Here you are. (said to a female) -
And don't forget to say 'thank you': lfo (shukran). 

Listen to the request phrases on the recording with some examples, 
and then try asking for the following items: 

J7,,)'y' (burgar) a burger 
��jJl olA (hadhihi z-zujaja) this bottle 
da.li (qalamak) your pen 
..I..,... �I �I (al-qamT� al-aswad) the black shirt 

�l:i.i.o (mifta�T) my key 
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o Vocabulary in Unit 5 

� (qalam) pen 

(. � (mifta�) key 

� \..:is: (kitab) book 

� (qamT�) shirt 

� (kalb) dog 

� (�aqTba) bag 

�l...=.. (khatim) ring 

�.; � (sayyara) car 

� 1.;...1 (darraja) bicycle 

..J" (walad) boy 

I� (shukran) thank you 

� . � 
...I",...., 1 (aswad) black 

� . � 
�I (abya<;i) white 

� � � (mumkin) may I have? 

.;� (maksur) broken 

� (saITm) whole/unbroken 

..I.:! � (jadTd) new 

�..,I.] (qadTm) old 

. go! Q..;.. (khafTf) light (weight) 

Jo! Q 1 (thaqTl) heavy 

� (jamTl) beautiful 

� (qabTh) ugly 

d . . .  (-ka) your (masc.) 

d . . .  (-ki) your (fem.) 

� . . .  (-hu) his 

4-. . .  (-ha) her 

I.E' . .  (-T) my 

� � 
..I.:!) (urTd) I'd like 

Isll f;' 9 U..o (min fa<;ilak/min fa<;ilik) please (to a male/female) 

� 1 f;' 9 i / � (tafa<;i<;ial/tafa<;i<;ialT) here you are (to a male/female) 
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IJ Letters of the alphabet: group 6 

�.. This is the final group of letters. All of these sounds are less familiar to a 
� Western ear, so listen carefully to the recording : 

Name of letter Pronounced 

Strong, emphatic 't' 

Strong, emphatic 'z' 

Guttural 'ah' (see below) 

ghayn a gargling sound similar to a 
French 'r' 

You can see that the ta' and ?a' share the same basic shape, and tayn 
and ghayn also share the same basic shape. A single dot distinguishes 
each pair. 

Emphatic letters 
Altogether there are four emphatic letters which you should take care to 
distinguish from their non-emphatic equivalents. Listen to the recording 
and repeat the letters in the table on page 66. 
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Non-emphatic letter Emphatic letter 

U ta' .b W 

• � J dhal fa' 

sin 

J dal 

Remember that when Arabic is written in English letters (transliterated), 
a dot is put under the emphatic letter to distinguish it. 

Exercise 1 
Listen to the words on the recording and decide which of the letters in 
the table above each word begins with. The first is an example. Each 
word will be given twice. 

l ob 5 

2 6 

3 7 

4 8 

Now check your answers and repeat the words after the recording. 

ghayn and tayn 
These two letters, especially tayn, represent unfamiliar sounds and take 
practice to pronounce. However, you will develop a feel for them and will 
gradually find them easier to say and recognise. 
- ghayn (0 is pronounced like the French 'gr' as in 'gratin', and is 

similar to the noise you make when you gargle. 



Where is it? 67 

- tayn (t) is produced by tightening your throat and making an 'ah' 
sound by pushing out air from your lungs - easier said than done! 
Imagine you are at the dentist and the drill touches a nerve. Beginners 
often fail to hear tayn as a letter at all, but to native speakers it is no 
different from any other letter and leaving it out could lead to blank 
looks. tayn does not have a near equivalent in English and so the 
Arabic letter itself is used in the transliteration. 

Repeat the six words that you hear on the recording. They all contain the 
.' letter ghayn. 

Now repeat the next six words, which all contain the letter tayn . 

, Exercise 2 
Listen to the eight words on the recording. Decide if the word begins with 
a tayn or not. The first is an example. Each word is repeated. 

H I  
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

.. Handwriting practice 

ta' za ' 
• I . 

tayn, ghayn 
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Exercise 3 
You have now met all 28 Arabic letters. Look at the following table of all 
the letters in alphabetical order. Fill in the missing letters in either their 
printed or handwritten versions. 

Name of letter Printed version Handwritten version 

al if 

ba' 

ta' 

tha' 

jim 

ha' 

kha' 

dal 

dhal 

ra' 

lay 

sin 

shin 

tayn 

ghayn 

fa' 

qat 

� . 

� 

� 
C 

J 

J 

� 
� 
.b 

.l.:) 

t-

\.9 

'-
· 

.:;, 

· 

e 

· 

,J 

� 

. 
4..J.P 

t 

. 
u 
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kat d 
lam J 
mTm r-
nOn U 

ha' 

waw 

ya' 1.5 
-

� Joining letters: group 6 
W and ?a' 
These two letters have the same shape, wherever they appear in a word: 

Exercise 4 

� = J + ,! + .b  

� = J + j; + 0 

Match the Arabic newspaper titles with their English equivalents: 

D 

1 Al Ahram 2 AI-Qabas 3 Ashsharq AI-Awsat 4 Al Wafd 

A 

c 
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� Handwriting practice 

W and �a' are formed a bit l ike �ad and <;lad, except there is no 
'kink' after the loop : 

- joined only to the letter after: . . .  J, 
- joined on both sides: . . .  .k. . .  . 
- joined only to the letter before: � . .  . 

The downwards stroke and dot are usually added after the whole 
shape of the word is complete: 

stage 7 :  

stage 2: 

Practise copying these words: 

tayn and ghayn 
Like ha' (.:.), these two letters change their shapes depending on where 
they appear in a word. 

- JOined only to the following letter they look like this: . . .  � (like the 
isolated version without its tail) 

- Joined on both sides they look like this: . . .  ..£.. . . .  

- Joined only to the letter before they look like this: r:-. . . 
Look carefully at how these letters combine: 
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� = J + '1 + t 

�J-4 = J + t+ j + � 

� • .  0 = J + 'I + t + � 

tJL..t = t + J + I + u.t 
. 

tt'�Q = t + u + � + � 

� = � + t + u 

7 1  

Notice especially that tayn and ghayn each look very different at the 
end of a word, depending on whether or not they are joined to the 
previous letter (see the fourth and fifth examples above) . 

... Handwriting practice 

- joined only to the letter after: . . .  ..£ 

- joined on both sides: . . . .... . .  

- joined only to the letter before: 

Practise copying these words: 



72 Unit 6 

Exercise 5 
Handwrite these combinations of letters, as in the example: 

= t + � + � 2 

= � + .b + t 3 

- � + J + � 4 

= U + '1 + .b 5 

� + t + 
. 6 W 

Sun letters � Listen to these two sentences: 
.. 

. , �, , .0 tog It  (al-qamT� abya<;l) The shirt is white. v---;;-; '-' .. l . �J.:!J...?o � ..)� ' (as-sayyara jadTda) The car is new. 

Notice that �I is pronounced ill-qamT�, but �.>4,..J1 is pronounced 
as-sayyara. This is because when JI (al-, the) is added to words beginning 
with particular letters, the lam is pronounced like the first letter of that 
word and not as a lam. The letter 'takes over' (assimilates) the 'I' sound of 
the lam. When this assimilation happens, the first letter of the word 
sounds as though it is pronounced twice: a�-�ayyara. 

Letters like sTn, which assimilate the lam of al-, are known as 'sun 
letters' since the Arabic word shams, 'sun', starts with shTn - one of the 
assimilating letters. The others are 'moon letters'. All sun letters are 
pronounced with your tongue at the top of your mouth, just behind your 
teeth. This is the same position as lam. Half the letters of the alphabet 
are sun letters. All of the letters in group 4 (sTn, shTn, �ad and <;lad) are sun 
letters, and none of the letters in group 3 (jim, �a',kha', mTm and ha'). 
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� Exercise 6 
'I Listen to these words pronounced with JI and decide which of the letters 

in groups I, 2, 5 and 6 are sun letters. The first is an example. Each word 
will be given twice: 

Word Initial letter Sun letter? 

�I 
�I 
�� I 
�I 

�4 .. 1 1 
4��1 

uulJl 
. . 

�JI,;JI 
4�j..l1 

�jJl 
�I 

Uo! o.i.Il 

uUSJ I 
·�I u " 
�I 

jAl.JQJ1 
�� I 
�",.iJ1 

u K 
. 
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Asking questions c:t Look at these objects and listen to the recording: 

wG 4 . . 

Exercise 7 

Unit 6 

lC:2] 
-=- , 11<-·· n Ii 

Fill in the missing words in the sentences and match them to the correct 
pictures, as in the example. 

a 

b 

c 

d 

e 

f 

g 

h 

� 
m 
[J[] 
r< II 
F11 
� 
n 

. �.f� 1 
. � 1j> __ 2 

.. 1 ,: 1 
· 0.- \,.,0 __ 3 

. WL __ 4 . . 
· .!JU __ 5 . 

. ��#_ 6 

· .J!...,rN-- 7 

• ____ 8 
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Yes/no questions 
You can form a question in Arabic to which the answer is either 'yes' 
(�, natm) or 'no' (':/, la) by adding the question marker JA (hal) in 
front of a sentence: 

... � I� (hadha nahr) This is a river. 

�* I� JA (hal hadha nahr) Is this a river? 

.� j)� (hadhihi bintuha) This is her daughter. 
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�� j)� JA (hal hadhihi bintuha) Is this her daughter? 

� Exercise 8 ii Listen to these two exchanges: 

��.fo I� JA (hal hadha kursT?) 

.�� .jA ,tj (la, huwa sarTr.) 

��J� j)� JA (hal hadhihi �Ora?) 

Note the shape of the Arabic question mark (�) and comma (,) . Now say and 
write one question and its answer for each picture, following the prompts. 

�. �'-

3 2 1 

5 4 
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Hamza 
The hamza shape th�t you have seen sitting on an al it in words such as �i 
(umm, mother) or ",:-,1 (ab, father) can also be found written in other 
ways. One of these is on a ya' letter shape with no dots, as in ii..wlo 
(ma'ida, table). Hamza is pronounced as a short pause when it falls in the 
middle of a word. There are detailed rules concerning how to write 
hamza, but it is best at first to learn each word as it appears. 

Where? ��i � Listen to the recording and look at the pictures: 

, 0 y 

��1 �1 2 , 0 y 

�y IS I I �I l 

.��WI � y:, .��WI � y:, 

, 0 y 

�u;!1 1 �1 4 , 0 y 

��j-ll �I 3 

.�,.,sJ1 J ��WI U-:H J-A 

, 0 y 

��J�I �1 5 
.��WI �ji � 
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• 

. � (fT) �i� (fawqa) 

� (bayna) �� (bi-janib) 
. ..... 

.
,...

. 
� (ta�ta) 

*Note: � (t.ala, on) finishes with a ya' with no dots and yet is 
pronounced a. Some words that end in a are written with a ya' instead of 
an al if. This makes no difference to the pronunciation and is only ever 
found at the end of a word. This ya' is known as a l if maq�Ora. 
Exercise 9 
Fill in the gaps in these sentences: 

. ��I_ o-,-!.).-I 2 . o,.\jL1.I_ ��jl 1 

e?[�m ��&3 
. ____ O.J�1 4 . - .J �1 _ _  3 

� !� RQ1� � er  
• __ ___ ___ 6 5 
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Exercise 10 
Now look at this bedroom and answer the questions, as in the example. 

-

l 
���WI �� �",sJ1 � 

.��WI �� � ,� 

�U�j9J Ii 1 1  �i 
o • 

���WI 0-:!1 
"" �cl�1 �� �J�I � 

• 

��I�I �I 

�cl4J:J1 � U�j9J Ii 1 1  � 
• 

�J':!F I 0-:! I 

���WI u:s� uWI � 
. . . . . 

• 

�4?Ji>II 0-:!1 

��I�lj �",sJ1 � ��WI � 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
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Keying Arabic 

Keying Arabic is much simpler than handwriting in that the computer 
automatically joins the letters. An Arabic keyboard will show mainly 
separate letters (� J (. , etc.). All you need to do is key the individual 
letters in a word and the computer will figure out how to join them. 
The previous character is altered, depending on the next one keyed. For 
example, the word �, bag, is five keystrokes. As you key each 
character, you will see the one before alter to the correct form: 

keystroke 1: r -+ screen 1:  r 
keystroke 2: � -+ screen 2: � 
keystroke 3: t./ -+ screen 3: � 
keystroke 4: u -+ screen 4: � 

. � 

keystroke 5: I> -+ screen 5: � 
When you key a space, the computer knows that this word is finished 
and the process begins again with the next word. 

Dialects 

--1 _ g Conversation 

So far you have met some simple Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) phrases 
for greetings, for introducing yourself and your family, and for asking for 
things. These phrases wi l l be understood throughout the Arab world. 
However, spoken dialects wi l l vary from one region to another. 

MSA is the foundation that underpins all these dialects, and through MSA 
you wi l l understand the principles that guide the Arabic language. 
However, there are some variations for basic words used in dia lect and 
it is worth recognising the most common. Two of these are the 
question words 'what?' and 'where?' 

What's your name? Where's the door? 

MSA ��I lo (ma ismak) ��4J1 U:!i (ayna I-bab) 

Egyptian �",-:!I �I (ismak eh) ��4J1 � (fayn i l -bab) 

Levant/Gulf ��I y:.. (shu ismak) ��4J1 U:!J (wayn i l -bab) 
Listen to the phrases in dialect on the recording and see if you can 
hear the differences. J 
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Structure notes 

The genitive case 

Unit 6 

Nouns that follow positional words, such as � (in) or � (on), are in 
the genitive case. This case is formed in a similar way to the 
nominative (see Unit 4), but using kasra, not <;lamma: 

Indefinite 

Definite 

So the sentence . . .  

Nominative 

� (bintun) 
�I (al-bintu) 

Genitive 

� (bintin) 
�I (al-binti) 

. ..>:!�I J� iiJ�1 (a�-�ura fawqa s-sarTr) The picture is above the bed . 

. . .  would be pronounced as follows, if fully vowelled: 
:;:; ... 0 ..... , .. 1. ... 

. ��I J� ii�1 (a�-�uratu fawqa s-sarTri) 
The noun iiJ�1 (picture) is in the nominative and ��I (bed) is in 
the genitive as it follows the positional word J� (above). 

o Vocabulary in Unit 6 

� (fT) in 
.... 0 � L.�I (ayna) where? 

� (tala) on 

J� (fawqa) above 

� (ta�ta) below 

�� (bijan ib) beside 
.. .... .. /" 

U-:H (bayna) between 

L.JA (hal) question marker 

� (natm) yes 

'i (Ia) no 
o ��I l.o (ma ismak/-ik) 

what's your name? (to a male/female) 

;;�lo (ma'ida) table 
� �.fi (kursT) chair 

�� (sarTr) bed 

u G  (bab) door 
. . 

� 0 

Uy-j.4.t (ti lTfizyun) television 
:. �  

I!l � (shubbak) window 

;;.)� (�ura) picture 

t.:,1� (khazana) cupboard 

'* (nahr) river 



Describing 
places 

Describing places 

) The town �J,4./1 (al-madTna) 
Look at this picture of a town (madTna) and look at the labels, listening to 
the recording. 

o 

� 2  

8 7  
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Exercise 1 
Who works where? Match the jobs with the places. 

d:U 3 . 

Now write sentences, as in the example: 

.�' t.} �J y.w� J.l-! ��/J� 1 

W�/�j 2 

What's the town l ike? 

.. '" 

�J�/�j 3 
<-

��/�1 4 

Listen to the description of the town on page 81, following the text below . 

.", J .... "" 
,��I � * �UAJ '�.lo4 �J� j)jA 

� } 
·t-.JL.J:a �UA �I ��J 

.... J .... J 
�UA �I ��J � �UA �J�I .b.u.aJ t.} 

. 9fT';f!JaJI 4  �I :...u � ��I .L �.lo4 '" .J . � -oJ ..", 
<- � , 

�J '�J J�I t ·'fOA �UA �I � �J 
• ., .... J ., � ulJ� �UA � �J ,uIJ�1 t ;CcOA 

� } " 
� �J ,� � �UA �I �ul ·tJL.J:J 1 
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. . .  � � (tala l-yamTn) on the right of . . .  

. . .  J� � (tala I-yasar) o n  the left of . . .  

• 
�ul (amam) in front of . .  . 

.b.u.a J � (fT wasat) in the middle of . . .  

� I I  ' . .. � �  (hunaka) there is/there are 
/ � 

�UA � (Iaysa hunaka) there isn't/there aren't 

� J (wa-Iakin) but 

.�I �uj � �wA 
There are trees in front of the bank . 

. � '1,�AoJI �uj � �wA � 
There aren't any trees in front of the factory. 

. , 

USJJ �I �ul � �� 
.� 'l,oAoJI �uj � �wA � 

There are trees in front of the bank but 
there aren't any trees in front of the factory. 

Idafa constructions 

Notice these phrases from the description of the town: 

�.1..0 �.)� (�Qrat madrna) picture of a town 

83 

�1.)4.-l1 � (ma�nat as-sayyarat) car factory ('factory of the cars') 

Putting two or more nouns directly together in this way is known as idafa 
('addition'). You have also met examples of i<;lafa in Units 3 and 4: �i � 
(bint a�mad), Ahmad's daughter; .ll..,J1 � (�aqTbat al-walad), the boy's 
bag. Arabic uses i<;lafa to describe a close relationship, where English might 
use a possessive '5, of ('a bottle of water') or a compound ('clothes store'). 
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The ta' marbOta is always pronounced on the first noun in an i<;lafa. 
Only the last noun in an i<;lafa can have al- (the). Whether or not the last 
noun has al- depends on the meaning. Look at the examples below: 

,-""..)..1-0 � (bayt mudarris) a teacher's house 

,-",,�..I.Al1 � (bayt al-mudarris) the teacher's house 

, 
� � �..) (zujajat ta�Tr) a bottle of juice 

, 
� I � �..) (zujajat al-ta�Tr) the bottle of juice 

An i<;lafa can consist of more than two nouns: 

U'"'�..I.Al1 � �� (bab bayt al-mudarris) the door of the 

teacher's house l 
U.1fll �j U-?I (ibn amTr al-kuwayt) the son of the Emir of Kuwait 

Exercise 2 
Decide whether these sentences about the town on page 81 are true or false. 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

, 
.��I t.} '* �UA 

, 
.�I �� W:, �UA . . .  tJ 

, 
. �J�I t.} � �UA � 

, 
.�I � � t ·,.OA � UA  

, 
.tj·..-:.aJ1J cl:u..J1 � g.t&i"'A �UA 

. M . '-' 
• , 

.,-,g.tJ,;'uaJl �ul  W� �UA 
� 

.�IJ4w-J1 t i'OA .jA t i·oaJl 
, 

.,-,g.t,i"U � UA  �J�I �J � 
• , 

. g.t,iwaJl �ul  � � UA  � '-' . .. 

• 

'�J �I �'''-:'AII 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
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Exercise 3 
Make sentences for each picture, as in the example: 

�1 

Group words 

Some words have a plural meaning, even though they are grammatically 
singular. For example: 

� (shajar) trees � �J (dajaj) poultry (hens) 

These words are group words (collective nouns). Most of these words refer 
to plants or animals that are naturally found together in groups. If a ta' 
marbOta is added to the word, then it refers to only one of the group . 

� (shajar) trees 

� �J (dajaj) poultry (hens) 

.; � (shajara) a tree 

�,-?-J (dajaja) a hen 

group word + .; = one of group 

� Exercise 4 
Here are some more collective nouns. Listen to the words and then make 
them refer to just one of the group, as in the example. 

1 � (Un) figs: .1.,!; (Una) a fig 4 �4j (dhabab) flies 

2 JJj (ward) roses 5 jJJ (Iawz) almonds 

3 �� (�amam) pigeons 6 � (battikh) water melons 



86 Unit 7 

More about plurals 

You have seen in Unit 4 how many words which refer to people can be 
made plural by adding certain endings. Remind yourself of the singular 
and plural for 'teacher' : 

Singular Plural 
� 

Masculine (.)"',),J..,o (mudarris) u�,),J..,o (mudarrisOn) 

Feminine t.....�,J..,o (mudarrisa) 
� , 

uL...,),J..,o (mudarrisat) 

The sound masculine plural (-On) is only used as a plural for words 
referring to male people. The sound feminine plural (-at) is used as a 
plural for words referring to female people, and also as the plural of a 
number of other words which are not people (and which may be 
masculine or feminine in the singular). Here are some words you already 
know that can be made plural using the sound feminine plural: 

Singular 

car �,) � (sayyara) 

bicycle �I,)J (darraja) 

television u,y.j go! Ii (ti ITfizyOn) 

Plural
� 

:l 
ul,)� (sayyarat) 

u4-I�J (darrajat) 

uL:,.>:!� (ti lTfizyOnat) 

Notice that you must remove the ta' marbOta before adding the sound 
feminine plural (-at). There are no rules to tell you which words can be 
made plural using the sound feminine plural, but many long words and 
words derived from other languages (for example, tilTfizyOn) can be 
made plural by adding this ending . 

More about adjectives 

In the description of the town you met this sentence: 
, , 

.�j J�j � dUA 4' � � 
On the right of the bank, there's a black and ugly factory. 

Notice that the two adjectives come after the noun (and not before, as they 
would in English). The use of..J (wa, and) to separate the adjectives is 
optional. If you are referring to a specific factory, then you must add JI 
(ai , the) to the adjectives as well as the noun: 
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(masnat aswad qab1J:1) 
Q black ugly factory 

�I JY'" �I c... .. , .... JI (al-masnat al-aswad al-qab1J:1) 
the black ugly factory 

You also add JI to the adjective if the noun has a possessive ending: 

(�aqTbatT al-jadTda) my new bag 

(kalbuhu al-abyac,i ath-thaqil) 
his white heavy dog 
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l 
The presence and position of JI can change the meaning, and you must 
take care where you place it when describing things: 

. � �I (al-bint jamTla.) The girl is beautiful. 

�I �I (al-bint al-jamil) the beautiful girl 

� � (bint jamila) a beautiful girl 

Exercise 5 
Put these sentences in the right order. The first is an example. 

I � .... .J' I I �I ;' 1 1 ("lA! I I Of!", I I O�� I I 
·e ;.o�1 �14i �J.:!J.?- �J� clUA [a[�] o�WI I I �lli I I JJ",SA 1 2 

I i'J'�'" IElIO�J?1 \ 1 1  OJ '191\ I[�} 
I �Li' I I .. t,r�'u.J'1 1 �I ?! I I 0"1 ' I I J? ,r, I _  I O",;� I I �J�' I I  �I·;' I I  �� 105 
1�L=u l l "';!·1\ I I  .In! 1 [�]�J?1\ 1 6  
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® Exercise 6 
Listen to these six new adJectives: 

� (kabTr) big � (qa�Tr) short 

� (�aghTr) small .j!, 1;' (9atTf) weak 

J.:!Jb (tawTI) long/tall (for people) ,-!.Ji (qawTy) strong 

Now say and write a sentence for each, as in the example: 

2 

Unit 7 

1 

® Exercise 7 
Listen to the recording and draw a picture of the description you hear. 
Play the recording through once without stopping, and then play it 
again, stopping and repeating it as many times as you like until you 
have finished the drawing. 

Structure notes 

Genitive with i9afa 
The second word in an i9afa construction (see pages 83-4) is always 
in the genitive case: 

, 

�,J..o ;).)� (�Oratu madinatln) a picture of a town 
, 

J.I�I � (�aqTbatu I-waladl) the boy's bag 
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.. g Conversation 

Describing your town or your room 
Alternative phrases for 'hunaka' and ' Iaysa hunaka' commonly used in 
col loquial Arabic are 'fTh' and 'ma fTh' (also pronounced 'ma fThsh'). 
Listen to the example sentences on your recording and then try to 
make some simi lar descriptions about your town or room . 
. � � lo .�.lAl 1 ..; li� 6.......J.l.o � (fTh madrasa kabTra fT 
l-madTna. ma fTh mustashfa.) There's a big school in the town. There 
isn't a hospital . , 
.UY..).41:i � lo .�� ..; � liJ� � (fTh �Ora jamTia fT 
ghurfatT. ma fTh ti lTfizyOn.) There's a beautiful picture in my room. 
There isn't a television. 

� (tTn) figs 

,j:,J (lawz) almonds 
'" 
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� Vocabulary in Unit 7 
�J.,.o (madTna) town 

� (bank) bank 

�.)J.,.o (madrasa) school 

� (shajar) trees 
� (banTkh) water melons 

� � 
� l.o I (amama) in front of 
� � 
I!.lw (hunaka) there is/are 
� � � 

I!.lw � (laysa hunaka) 
there isn't! aren't 

t �' 0 A Sma�nau factory 

Q::. -; '" A (mustashfa) hospital WI 

t.) l1., (shariu street 
� � 

U � (ghurfa) room 

o � 

.j.),J (ward) roses 

� � (hamam) pigeons 
� 

l....J�j (dhubab) flies . . 
� (kabTr) big 

� (saghTr) small 

�.,.b (tawTl) long/tall 

� (qa�Tr) short 
� 

, 9.1' c<;'" (datTf) weak 

�,J (wa-Iakin) but �� (qawTy) strong 

. . .  � � (c.ala yamTn) on the right of . . .  

. . .  .) � � (tala yasar) on the left of  . .  . 

. . .  .bu,j � (n wasat) in the middle of .. . 



Review 

Exercise 1 
Handwrite these combinations of letters. 

= J + u.o + � 

0 + 1 + � + t 

� + u-t + � + J 

= ..b + � + (.)'J + � 

- 0 + 1 + 0 + � + J 

= U + j + J + 'i + �  

= J + I + J + t + �  

(i) Now listen to the recording and add the vowels to the words you have 
written. 

Exercise 2 
Complete the table opposite, as in the examples: 

90 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
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word with JI 

(al-bayt) ,M ::H 
(an-nahr) ';"1 

sun letter first letter of word 

no U . 

yes � 

word 

. 
..rr 

u L � . . 
" b. . 
� • .J 

" " 4. 1 , ".,. 

9 7  
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Exercise 3 
Write the names in the correct rows, as in the examples: 

. 

male � ,  

female W� 

both 
. 

J� 

ta Exercise 4 
W Listen to the description of the family on the recording and fill in the 

names on the family tree. 

Now draw a family tree for yourself and describe it in a similar way. 



Review 

Exercise 5 
Find the professions in the word square. (The words run either top to 
bottom or right to left.) 

.. , • 

u • 

'-' .J U 

i � Ja, i 4.S .. 

� 
to i � � L 

.J , � • 
U � 

• • • .. 
� � � � '-' 

.. ,--... U to � i � � 
• b tJ � L .J 

u � • 

.J .J U • 

u � , L i • 

, J • 

� .J .J 
• b to 

( u i � 

Now write out all the plurals for the words, as in the example: 

Masculine sing. Masculine pI. 

I,)AoI J J,.4 u� J J,.4 
Feminine sing. Feminine pI. 

���J,.4 

93 
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Exercise 6 
Find the odd word out in these groups of words. The first is an example. 

��J . . 

� 
" 

J",:al 

u:s� 
. . .  

�� 

uUS 

� 
Exercise 7 

��G>?) 
� 

u..::..� 

�i� 
· Cu  J 

• 

jjJ 
. ' . 

6.9 J9 .". 
" . I C 

� 
" 

�I 

� 
. t 'cAA 

� 
J!91 
uu 

. . 

� . 

" 

�I 
. �j 

. 

� 
� J 

• 

uuj 
. . 

. 

�. ,o 

" 

ul 
. 

Write a sentence for each picture, as in the example. 

� [;] �  4 3 2 

J� 
1 

" wi 2 

J� 3 

dL.:aA 4 

"II 

U'.IJ� 5 

.. 

� 6 

� 7 

'" " 

�I 8 



Review 

Exercise 8 
Look at this picture of a bedroom: 

_\ _�� 
Now cut out these pictures and stick them on the bedroom picture. 

�. -- - -��=-- - - -" /(8)'- - - - - . \�-- ' - -
-

'

, 
\ ; '� - - - - -;'&'� 

I 1 "  f , I " "  ( \ I, , , I. " f \ ' , , f· I I - - - - - - -- - - -
: f r , , - - - - - - - - : 1 � - - ' .  

I . : \ � I � �  - -
I 

I I I I � '" I : i . ' --- '--�/· '- - \ - - - - - - " I, ' � .,. : I 1/1" ,' j::::) , " � 0  \ 
I .. ' 

I \ I ",ttl I 
' .. _ _ _ _  ... . .". \ I I / /  � .' \ I 0 0 0 ! 

, " , .  ( : .. - - - - - - - - - -' .' ... - - - - - - -- .... .  " .. - - - - . � .  ' 

Using some of the words in the box below, make sentences to describe 
your picture. Start your sentences with 1.!ll.:...A . 

95 

I . �4-! � . 
� �i� 1 Cr.!-! � 

" '�J � 
" J . . .  � �  "'J� � �ul 

... 



96 Unit 8 

r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

� 
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Exercise 9 
Match the opposite pairs of adjectives, as in the example: 

�J.? 
. �. co 

� . , � 

.. 

J!,AQ 

� 
. ' .  6.9 '9;> .. 

� 
� J!91 �� 

� . . 6.91' ,0 

'" .. 

tJ� 
� 

J�' 

Now choose one of the adjectives to fit into each gap in the description of 
the picture. Remember to add ta' marbOta and/or al- if necessary. You can 
use an adjective more than once. 

If> II " 
' "  ,\ 11 t,·, � " ,  I II , 0 ,/I I I  � I ' I  

I I I  I ' \\, � ,  I I, I I , Ii " I  \1 1 1  '" ' 

�� clUA �I � �j ,� � �j� �j,A 
--- �I �I 1j,A (colour) 0jJ . ___ _ 

�j� clUA �I �uj . �411 WSJj 
�I�J clUA �J4wJ1 J� � WSJj ---

clUAj . ��I �uj �1�JJlj , __ _ 

�J�I � � .�J4wJ1 � --- ��J 
___ j�1 �j , j� clUA 

--- j 



98 Unit 8 

Exercise 10 
Now make questions and answers about the picture in Exercise 9 using 
the prompts given, as in the example: 

� 

� / �ul / �J� 2 

� / �  3 

� / �IJJ 4 

�J� / � / �l?J 5 

� 

��I / U!!II / �4J1 6 

� / J� � / ��,oll/�J?,r.ll 7 

Exercise 1 1  

�J� / J� / 0-:!-! / � 8 

Look again at these characters you met in Unit 2 .  

Now say and write sentences to match the pictures, as in the examples. 



Review 

. � \  4 . .  i> j)� 
.. ..", . ..  .�j y..lS I� .� I� 

1 

99 
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tit "  Conversation 

Review 

Review some of the conversational Arabic you've learned so far by taking 
part in these two conversations. 
Prepare your part first by looking at the guide below. You can look back 
at the conversation boxes in Units 1 -7 if you want to remind yourself of 
the conversational phrases. 

Conversation 7 

- .�I "L.....o (masa al-khayr) 
Reply. 

- �d....... l lo (ma ismak) 
Say 'I 'm . . .  '. 

- �I� (rJ (wa man hadha?) 
Introduce a male member of your family. 

- wy:..:; (tasharrafna) 

Conversation 2 

- !JlAi (ahlan) 
Say 'Hello to you, Dina'. 

- �JL,JI � (kayf ai-hal?) 
Reply. 

- �.!LJj I� JA (hal hadha qalamak?) 
Say 'No, that's my sister's pen. My pen is black. ' 

- �cl:i..:...i Lr.!i (ayna uhktak?) 
Say 'in the house'. 

- .� (tafa<;l<;lal) 
Thank Dina and say goodbye. 

Now say your part in the pauses on the recording. You could also vary 
the conversations, changing the person you introduce or the item you 
are describing. You could also practise with a native speaker, another 
learner or a teacher if this is possible. 



Countries and 
people 

The Middle East h....J�1 ��I 
Look at this map of the Middle East (b� �I ��I, ash-sharq al-awsat) 
and then listen to the names of the countries. They are keyed by number 
and written out below the map. 

�1 1O 

�1�1 7 

�J�1 8 

o 

� 2  

UIJ�1 3 

0JJ�1 4 I 

7 0 7  
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Exercise 1 
Can you find the other nine countries in the word square? Find the 
country and circle it, as in the example. 

y � i 1"'1  0 .J � � I...J � 
1 J l.r' J .b J � .J I,.)" I,.)" .J 
0 .J .J I,.)" .J � l.r' '.$ '.$ � 

J 1 .J t. J 1 .J Y � � 
� I,.)" y ( .J 1 � i '.$ J 1 

I,.)" ( � � .J 1 J 1 y ( 
t. t. 1 '.$ � � ( J � J 

'.$ .J t. V '.$ ( .J I,.)" 1 � 
I...J � � i 0 � � � I,.)" .J .J 

1 '.$ .J .J I,.)" .J � � � .J 
I,.)" t. � y 1 ( � 1 i t. 
J � � � t. � I,.)" .J ( i .J 

Capital city �u. " Now list:n
o 
t� the;e capital cities, loo��g at the map on pag� :01 . ,  

Unit 9 

hii"lo i u .. l.>":!-! e �I� a 

" 0 .. , J f � , ��LiJI b 

JI� g 

Notice that without the vowels the word uL..c. could be u� (tuman), 
the country Oman, or u� (tamman), the capital of Jordan, Amman. 
Watch carefully for the context to tell you which is being referred to. 
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Exercise 2 
Answer these questions referring to the map. The first is an example. 
Remember that towns and cities are almost always feminine (see Unit 3). 

Exercise 3 

, 

��I � ')�l..i.ll � 1 

,� � � ,'1 
o 

�U� � JI� � 2 

��J�I � �4;l1 � 3 

�U� ().:!i 4 

�4J�J �J�I 0:H UJJ�I � 5 
o , • 

�b9'''Q ().:!I 6 

��J�I � �I �  7 

�U IJ�I �� �I�I � 8 

Now write ten sentences describing the countries and capital cities 
shown on the map. The first is an example: 

.� �u. �J � � .)jAl..i.l1 1 

Geographical position 

Look at the compass with the Arabic for the different directions. 

west 

�� (gharb) 

north 

JW (shamal) 

south 

�� (janOb) 

east 

�� (sharq) 
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® Now listen to these descriptions: 

> 
I � � � 

� j .'f ( � 

, \. 

r -\ " , r _, 1 I ) I " ", e 'l ( '.9/ � .... ,-..... �/ ') 
... � '\ "'- ... � , I ----' 

Unit 9 

Notice that in Arabic you use the i<;lata construction (see page 83) to 
describe geographical position, putting the position (JL.Z.. (shamal), 
north) directly in front of the place (uk (tuman), Oman) with the 
meaning 'the north of Oman' :  uk JL.Z.. � ..b..i.....o (musqat fT shamal 
tuman) Musqat is in the north of Oman. 

Exercise 4 
Look at this map of Egypt and the four towns marked on it. 

\ " 
\ " '  
\. ,,� 



Countries and people 7 05 

Now fill in the gaps in these sentences: 

.� ----

J� 

Other countries of the world 

. 

tT 01�1 

• * 

tT ()� 

L ��I *� • 

� �� 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Many Arabic names for countries are similar to the English. Names of 
foreign countries often end in a long a sound. You will find that you will 
become better at picking out these foreign names as you become more 
aware of patterns in the Arabic language. 

Exercise 5 
Try to read the names of the countries in Arabic and then see whether 
you can match them to their English equivalents, as in the example. 

;: 
�j41 

• �I 
�..9� 
· uWI U . •  

I�! 
�) 

;: 
LUW I 

;: 
LUl..s.w1 . . 

Wlhoil . . .  , 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

A China 

B Spain 

C America 

0 Italy 

E Japan 

F Russia 

G England 

H France 

I Germany 

� Now check your pronunciation of the Arabic with the recording. 
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Nationalities " Listen to the recording and look at the pictures. 

. �I), v-o � . u(;) � 

, I / - 0 -
/ 1  "' 

Unit 9 
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country (mi�r) + (Ty) nationality (mi�rTy) 

Nisba adjective 
Adjectives describing nationality are made by adding -Ty to the noun, in 
this case the country. This ending has come into English through words 
adopted from Arabic, such as Kuwait!, Saudi, Oman!, Yemen!, etc. 

The -Ty adjectival ending is known as � (nisba). N isba is used to 
describe nationality, but is also commonly employed to make many 
other nouns into adjectives, for example turning � (bayt), house, into 
� (baytly), domestic, or J� (shamal), north, into J� (shamaITy), 
northern. Nisba adjectives are a very useful way of expanding your 
vocabulary quite easily. 

There are a few things to remember when adding the nisba ending: 

1 If the noun ends in ta' marbuta (�), a or ya, you need to remove this 
before adding the nisba ending: 

l:!.)Y-" (suriya) Syria � �')Y-" (surTy) Syrian 

�.>'"i (amrTka) America � �->""i (amrTkTy) American 

W (libya) Libya � � (llbTy) Libyan 

4-0 (mihna) profession � � (mihnTy) professional 

�,J-O (musTka) music � �,J-O (musTk1) musical 

2 If a country starts with al-, remove this before adding the nisba ending: 

ul..l.y.J1 (as-sudan) Sudan � 
u�4J1 (al-yaban) Japan � 

JI..lY-" (sudan1) Sudanese 

J�l:! (yaban1) Japanese 

3 One nationality is unusual. Take a special note of it: 

I�I (inji ltara) England � ��I (inji liz1) English 

J 
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Exercise 6 
Complete the following table, filling in the missing country or nationality. 

...... a :;:i 
Country .iJ." JJ I 

UJJ�I 

· uWI u . " 

lS..s..j4i 

y.:s�i 

�I 

, 
• L.:u.J u . 

Nationality t.I ..... > " 

, . 
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Exercise 7 
Make sentences about where these people come from, as in the example . 

.--____ -,---, 3 r-______ -, 2  r------,.------, 1 

RUSSIA 

{} 

·0Jj �I 0A J-A .�J) J-A 

,...--___ ,-__ -, 6 r---r------, 5 .------------,4 

.--_____ -r� 8 .--__ ---", __ ---, 7 

LIBYA 
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Plural of nisba 
As with many of the jobs you met in Unit 4, nationalities and other nisba 
adjectives can generally be made feminine by adding ta' marbOta, and 
plural by using the sound masculine plural (-On) or the sound feminine 
plural (-at): 

Mase. sing. Fern. sing. Mase. plural Fern. plural 

Egyptian '?� � uY-� c>l:� 
(mi�rTy) (mi�rTya) (mi�rTyOn) (mi�rTyat) 

French �� 4...:.� u�� d-:! . ...:.� 
(faransTy) (fa ra nsTya) (faransTyOn) (fa ra nsTyat) 

There are a few exceptions. In these cases the masculine plural is made 
by removing the nisba ending (-Ty). The feminine plural is not affected. 

Mase. sing. Fern. sing. Mase. plural Fern. plural 

Arab �..>£- �..>£- '-:'..>£- c>�..>£-
(tarabTy) (tarabTya) (tarab) (tarabTyat) 

English �I '? - . 
��I �I c>�1 

(inji ITzTy) (inji ITzTya) (inji lTz) (inji ITzTyat) 
Russian �J.J 4wJ.J U"J.J d .. :! .... J.J 

(rOsTy) (rOsTya) (rOs) (rOsTyat) 

Exercise 8 
Say and write sentences, as in the example: 
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Exercise 9 
Make these sentences and questions plural, as in the example: 

.� JA 1 

.. " Conversation 

Talking about where you come from 

'" 

'UJ!;� � 
.�wi � 2 

'" •. , I ..... . " 3 . './.;:-:-
/ JA 

.�� � 4 

��J� � JA 5 

��JJ JA JA 6 

If you want to ask someone where he or she comes from, you can use 
this question, which litera l ly means 'you from where?': 

�u:i Lro u:.i (anta/anti min ayn?) Where are you from? (mase/fem.) 

A more formal question would be: 
�� La (ma jinsTyatak/-ik?) What's your national ity? (mase/fem.) 

The answer could be: 
.u� Lro L:.i (ana min lubnan) I'm from Lebanon. 

Or: 
'��/J� t..:.i (ana lubnanTy/lubnanTya) I'm Lebanese. (masc./fem.) 

You could also be asked: 
��J.o �i Lro (min ayyat marnna?) From which town? 

�J\..o.ZJ1 � � JA (hal hiya ff sh-shamal?) Is that in the north? 

Now have a go on the recording at answering questions about where 
you come from. The recording will help you. 
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Exercise 10 
Look at the immigration form and listen to the conversation on the 
recording. Listen once without writing; then listen again, filling in the 
missing information on the form. (Note: 4-0 mihna = profession.) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4;1 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  �Jjl ('"""1 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  �)jl � 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . • . . . .  � . . . .... �� 

Now read this description of Ahmed and Dina: 

USJJ ,,/J� �i .�,-:!J,JI � �� � �i 
.�,-:!J,JI � ��� �J .�� �J �Jj 

From the following completed form, write a similar description for 
Mohammad and Zaynab. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  t·�· : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. �\ of : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  )� . ..... ,'"� . . . . . . .  ('""", 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  �)� . . .  (, ·tl 

. . . . . . .  (.�.:).d?.).�� . . . .  4;1 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  �.;rW.l\ .�� . .  � Jj\ ('"""I 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

. 

; • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  ,� ••• T 
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Vocabulary in Unit 9 

.h:..��1 J�I (ash-sharq al-awsat) The Middle East 

� / \ /uJ (lTbya!ITbTy) Libya/Libyan 

�� / � (mi�r/mi�rTy) Egypt/Egyptian 
., ... '" � JI..l-,","" / ul..l�1 (as-sudan/sudanTy) Sudan/Sudanese 

, , ;; � / u � ( l ubnan/lubnanTy) Lebanon/Lebanese 

7 7 3 

�..)-'"'"" / *l:!�-'"'"" (suriya/surTy) Syria/Syrian (*also written as �) 

�I� / JI�I (al-tiraq/tiraqTy) Iraq/Iraqi 
- "' ,JI  � , � � -' '" J..l) / u..l..) l'1 (al-urdunn/urdunnTy) Jordan/Jordanian 

�..l� / �..l�1 (as satudiyya/satudTy) Saudi (Arabia)/Saudi 
� , , JLu: / uLu: (tuman/tUmanTy) Oman/Omani 

� i'ol / �I (al-yaman/yamanTy) Yemen/Yemeni 

�;oi / �;oi (amrTka/amrTkTy) America/American 

� / �I (a�-�Tn/�TnTy) China/Chinese 
� , �,J") / �,J") (rusya/rusTy) Russia/Russian 

;;�l:! / u�4J1 (al-yaban/yabanTy) Japan/Japanese 
. . ��� / * I� � ( inji ltaraJinj i ITzTy) England/English (*also I�I )  

, , 

�� / �� (faransa/faransTy) France/French 

;;ui / �ui (almanya/almanTy) Germany/German 

;;4,:i / �4,:i (asbanya!asbanTy) Spain/Spanish 

Jl..b:t / 4Jl..b:t (Ttalya!TtaITy) Italy/Italian 

�� (ta�ima) capital (city) 

�,JJ (dawla) country, state 

4 � "'\? (jinsiyya) nationality 
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�� (ism) name 

� (mihna) profession 

JI /o�, (shamal) north 
, 

/ '-;-l� (janub) south 

'-;-l� (gharb) west 

..;� (sharq) east 
o U;o (min) from 

Unit 9 



Counting 
things 

Arabic numbers 1-10 
European languages adopted Arabic numerals in the Middle Ages to 
replace the very clumsy Roman numerals. Although Arabic and English 
figures are basically the same numbers, the shape varies somewhat. 
Compare the Arabic figures 1 to 10 with their English equivalents. 

Arabic English 

, 1 
Y 2 

� 3 

t 4 

� 5 

'\ 6 

V 7 

A 8 

� 9 

, . 10 
-- -- - ... -

You can see obvious similarities between the 1 and the 9 in both 
languages. There is also a theory that the Arabic or and r were turned on 
their side to produce the English 2 and 3 :  

7 1 5 
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Look at the Arabic numbers written out below and repeat them after the 
recording. Each number is given twice: 

.. t (sitta) � 
o , 

(sabta) � 

(thamanya) �I '� - , 

- ' 
0 

(tista) � 

(tashara) �J:t, 
Direction of Arabic numbers 

"\ 

V 

" 

� 

, . 

(wa�id) �Ij , 
0 

(ithnan) 0Li:i� � 
, , 

(thalatha) J.:i� ,.-

(arbata) 4��i t 

(khamsa) J�I.I.0� � 

One unusual feature of Arabic numbers is that they are written from left 
to right, the same direction as English numbers. (Look at the Arabic ' • 

and the English 10.) This is the opposite direction to the rest of the Arabic 
script. You may see Arabs writing numbers backwards (as if you wrote 
12387 starting with the 7 and finishing with the 1) .  However, writing 
numbers backwards is a difficult art to master and it is common to leave 
a space and start the numbers from the left: 

Arabic script Arabic number 
....: "� 

, , '�J�I � ul.wJJ,4 , • 

teachers in the school 10 

Arabic script 
.... 

there are 
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Exercise 1 
Match the numbers with the words, as in the example. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

"\ 
� 
A 
� 

" . 

4'u.� 

J.j� 
� 

� ' ./ ...... IJ 
t � 

, �W 
" 

0 UU=S1 
� �� 
A < �'�-Ul 

Now write the vowels on the words. 

Handwritten numbers 

Most Arabic handwritten numbers look similar to the printed ones. 

1 7 7 

The main difference is that the r (2) is usually handwritten as � (see the 
'Handwriting practice' panel). 

Tip: Watch out for the handwritten r (3). Sometimes the wavy shape at 
the top becomes smoothed out for the sake of speed, making it look 
more like a printed r .  Remember this, especially when reading 
handwritten prices. 

II> Handwriting practice 

Practise writing the numbers, starting at the dot. 

Now write out these numbers by hand: 57, 1 02, 956, 340, 788. 
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English words in Arabic 

If English took its numbers from Arabic, then Arabic has taken quite a few 
words in return. For example, a frequently used word for 'bank' is �. 
The word used for the Egyptian and British currency 'Pound' is � 
(pronounced junayh or gunayh), originating from the English word 'guinea'. 

Some of the adopted words also have alternative words with Arabic 
roots (another word for 'bank' is ..j� (ma�raf), meaning 'place to 
change/cash money') .  The word used varies from country to country, 
and also sometimes from spoken to written. 

Exercise 2 
Read these Arabic words, which are all adopted from European 
languages, and try to work out their meaning: 

� '\ � 
�I)¥:!J V � U .. � 

uW:H A �� 
0 

�I� 0. �� , 

�j� 
® Now check your pronunciation with the recording. 

Exercise 3 

, 

� 

� 

t 

C> 

Four of the words in Exercise 2 can be made plural using the sound 
feminine plural ending -at (see page 86). Write them out again in the 
plural, as in the example: 
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Counting things � Look at the following and listen to the recording: 

The dual 
Notice how Arabic uses the plural for 'three teachers', but not for 'two 
teachers'. This is because there is a special dual ending, ul (-an), which is 
added to the singular: uL.�..I-o (mudarrisan) two teachers. There is no 
need to also use the number 2, ithnan, as the dual ending already gives 
you this information. So 'two dogs' would be u4J$: (kalban), 'two girls' 
u� (bintan), etc. An alternative form of the dual ending is -ayn 
(kalbayn, bintayn), which is more common in spoken dialects. 
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When the dual ending is added to feminine words ending i n  ta' marbOta, 
this unties and so must be pronounced: 

Feminine singular Feminine dual 

��..I..o (mudarrisa) teacher �/ ul..:i....�..1..0 (mudarrisalan/-1ayn) 

;)..)4,.,. (sayyara) car � / u\..:j..)4,.,. (sayyaralan/-1ayn) 

Plura l  with numbers 
1 The masculine plural uJ-""�..I..o (mudarrisOn) becomes ��..I..o 

(mudarriSIn) when it follows a number. The -Tn ending is an alternative 
sound masculine plural that is sometimes used in Modern Standard 
Arabic (see 'Structure notes' at the end of this unit for further 
explanation). Spoken dialects tend to use -Tn almost exclusively, so as a 
beginner you can do the same. 

2 You may see the numbers with or without the final ta ' marbOta, e.g. 
'three' as ..::,)U (thalath) or u)U (thalatha). Strictly speaking, a 
masculine noun should be preceded by the number including ta' 

marbOta and a feminine noun by the number without ta' marbOta, the 
opposite to what you might expect: 

��..I..o u)U (thalaathat mudarrisTn) three (male) teachers 

-::..L...�..1..0 ..::,)U (thalaath mudarrisat) three (female) teachers 1 
This use of ta' marbOta with the masculine is an unusual feature that even 
native speakers can overlook. Spoken dialects tend to simplify the rules, 
keeping the ta ' marbOta when the number is pronounced by itself, but 
dropping it when there is a noun following the number. As a beginner, 
you can do the same while being aware of the more formal rules. 

Exercise 4 
Say and write these words in the dual, as in the example. What do they 
mean? 

* t 2 books �/U�u.s: - �US; , 
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Exercise 5 
Look at the pictures and say how many there are, as in the example. 

How many? �� 
, 

'How many?' is �� (kam?). In Arabic, this is followed by a singular word: 

X 
(kam dan'ja) How many bicycles? 

kam + singular 

In addition, if the word following kam does not end in tal marbOta (Le. 
almost all masculine nouns), an extra ending is added: (, pronounced -an . 

-�4US � (kam kitaban) How many books? 

;>< 
kam + singular with -an 
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Exercise 6 
Ask and answer six questions about this picture, as in the example. 

�c>�1 � C>J4.w � clUAI How many cars are there in the picture? 

.uIJ� � clUAI There are five cars. 



, 
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How much? �� 
There are many currencies used throughout the Arab world. Here are the 
most common, together with some of the countries that use them: 

o , , l � (junayh) Pound (Egypt) 
" . 
Jy,) (riyal) Riyal (Saudi, Qatar) 

,)�J (dTnar) Dinar (Kuwait, Bahrain, Iraq, Jordan) 

�� (lira) Lira (Lebanon) 

�,)� (dirham) Dirham (United Arab Emirates) 

Look at the fruit stall and the vocabulary list. Take note of how much 
each type of fruit costs. 

�� (batatis) potatoes , , 
J� � (burtuqal) oranges 

jJA (mawz) bananas 

�W::, � , 

(tamatim) tomatoes 

t � (tuffa�) apples 

� (manga) mangoes 
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Now listen to this conversation between the stall holder and a customer: 

'with' + 'how many?' = how much? 

-

When you answer the question � (bikam), 'how much?', you should 
also put � (bi), 'with', in front of toe amount: 

�,j.,..J1 # P. (bikam kTlo I-mawz?) 
How much is a kilo of bananas? 

. .;.;� � �I # (kTlo I-mawz Qi-khamsa junayhat.) 
A kilo of bananas is five pounds. 

Tip: Remember how to say 'please' : � ,J-o, pronounced fully as min 
fa<;Jluka/fa<;Jluki (to a man/woman), but often simplified in spoken Arabic to 
min fa<;Jlak/fa<;Jl ik . 

Exercise 7 
Now make up similar conversations about the other fruit on the stall . 
For example: 

�.sI 1.;'9 UA .1? ·.�I ,# � 
.u'6J··? �� J? ·.�I ,# 
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In the market ��I � 

D Here are a few typical souvenirs you might want to buy from the local 
market. Listen to the words on the recording. 

J� (�andal) sandals 

J..Li, (tabla) drum 

�J� (qilada) necklace 
" 

J...b (salla) basket 

u�-� (tT shTrt) T-shirt 

� (tabaq) plate 

Exercise 8 
Ask about the price of each of the above items, as in the example. 

�6sl L;"9 0A J�I � 

1 
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What's it made of! 
You can describe the material something is made of by putting the 
material directly after the item: 

� J� (�andal j i ld) 

� �J� (qiladat fi<;J<;Ja) 

Exercise 9 

leather sandals I 
a silver necklace -.--J 

Choose a suitable material for each item. (There may be more than one 
possible material.) 

g , :. . (khashab) wood c;hj � 

�'.�' Ubi (qu�n) cotton 

� (jild) leather 

�� . '4 U � � j (zujaj) glass ;y �� (harTr) silk 
'" 

($ 
M . ,  

(fi<;J<;Ja) silver � 1� e:� uAj (dhahab) gold � '-.; -, 
�� (nu�as) copper 

t 
Now make requests using ..wo.) (urTd, I'd like . . .  ) , for example: 

.� � � / yAlj �J� .l.:!) I'd like a gold/silver necklace, please. 

Describing what you have 

Arabic does not generally use a verb to express the meaning of 
the English 'have/has'. Instead a number of prepositions are used. 
� (Ii, to), � (t,inda, at) and � (mata, with) are three of the most 
common prepositions used in this way. The preposition is followed by 
the possessor, as in the following examples: 
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.b..l:!..J.::>- b.)� � (l i-mu�ammad sayyara jadTda.) 
Mohammad has a new car. ('to Mohammad a new car') 

.,:-,-"j b..l)U b.)L.... � (t!nda sara qi ladat dhahab.) 
Sarah has a gold necklace. ('at Sarah a gold necklace') 

.�i � �I (al-qalam mata u khtT.) 
My sister has the pen. ('the pen is with my sister') 

7 2 7  

� (I i) is written as part of the word that follows. I f  i t  i s  put before al-, the 
combination becomes . . . ...1.l ( I i l-) : 

.�� .;.:i� '":"':'""� (I i l-mu�asib kompyOtir qadTm.) I The accountant has an old computer. 

You can also use these prepositions with the attached pronouns (see Unit 5): 

.� .. )�I � ti J (IT akh fT l-barazT1 .) 
I have a brother in Brazil. 

.� � u� (t!ndaha kalb �aghTr.) 
She has a small dog . 

k .• -:!� � (matak kibrTt?) 
Do you have any matches? 

Plural attached pronouns 
The most common plural attached pronouns are � (-kum) your (plural), 
L:. (-na) our, and i""" (-hum) their. These can be attached to nouns or 
prepositions in the same way as the singular pronouns. 

�JU:i...>-! �� JA (hal t!ndakum burtuqal?) Do you (pl.) 
have any oranges? 

.�i � �.J A � (baytna kabTr walakin bayt-hum 
akbar) Our house is large but their house is larger . 

. � ,-,,",Go..:. � r"� (t!ndahum tabaq nu�as jamT1) 
They have a beautiful copper plate. __ __ � 
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tt " Conversation 

In the market 

Put al l you've learnt in this unit to good use in the market. You're going 
to buy some jewellery. You' l l need to think about how to say the 
following in Arabic: 
- Good evening. 

- I'd l ike a silver ring, please. 
- How much is the ring? 
- Here you are. Seven pounds. 
- Do you have a bag*? 

- Thank you. Goodbye. 
Now join in the conversation on the recording, saying your part in the 
pauses. 
*Tip: A bag to take away purchases is � (kTS). 

� (�aqTba) = handbag, suitcase, etc. 

Structure notes 

Case endings for the sound masculine plural 
The sound mascul ine plural does not have the same case endings as 
other nouns. The nominative is mudarrisOn, but the genitive is 
mudarrisIn. 
The numbers 3 to 1 0  are always followed by a plural noun in the 
genitive. This is what causes the sound mascul ine plural ending to 
change from -On to -Tn . 

. �I � �� .!ll:...A (hunaka mu�asibOn fT I-bank) 
There are accountants in the bank. -.�I � U=+w� � .!ll:...A (hunaka sitta mu�asibIn fT I-bank) 
There are six accountants in the bank. 

This change is one of the few instances when a case ending affects the 
spell ing, so it is important to know when it is used. 



Counting things 

� Vocabulary in Unit 10 
� I" (wahid) one 

° 

U Li1� (ithnan) two 

U)U (thalatha) three 

�J (arbata) four 

� (khamsa) five 
� �..:i�" (sitta) six 

� (sabta) seven 

�W (thamanya) eight 

� : ;..;; (tista) nine 

�� (tashara) ten 

�� (kam) how many? 

� � (bikam) how much? 
" � (junayh) Pound 

J�.; (riyal) Riyal 

)_�J (dTnar) Dinar 

�� (ITra) Lira 

f>A';-f (dirham) Dirham 

�l..Jo (tamatim) tomatoes 

�� (batatis) potatoes 
, 0 ,  � (manga) mangoes 

� ,  

(. U:i (tuffah) apples 
" Jl.i:i; (burtuqal) oranges 

0, :;y (mawz) bananas 

�j (dhahab) gold 

1 29 
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4 ; ';} (fi99a) silver 
, 

U"'� (nu�as) copper 

� (khashab) wood 
, 

uW (qutn) cotton 

� (jild) leather 
/ , 

(. � � (zujaj) glass 

Y-? (harTr) silk 

� (f11m) film 

u� (tilTfOn) telephone 

�J� (sljara) cigarette 

.# (kTlO) kilo 
. 

�I� (mTdalya) medal 

u� (malyOn) million 

U W; (barlaman) parliament 

4�1..;-iJA:!..) (dTmOqratTyya) democracy 

J-,""", (sOq) market 

J� (�andal) sandals 

U.ili (tabla) drum 

�..)� (qi lada) necklace 
� 

u::.. (salla) basket 

��-� (tT shTrt) T-shirt 

� (tabaq) plate 
, 

,;;� (kumbyOtir) computer 

�A (kibrTt) matches 

Unit 7 0  



Plurals and 
colours 

Arabic roots J�1 
Look at the following words with their translations: 

ut..:iS a book 

� an office/ a desk 
· 

-Lt..:iS writing 

u.:iS (he) wrote 

u:it.s writer/clerk 
· 

' 0  _ 

u:iS...s 
· " 

(he) writes 
' 0  _ �� (something) written down; a letter (correspondence) 

. - , 

� 
· " 

a booklet 

4 ,j<a a Jibrary/bookshop 

All these words have a connection with writing. Can you find the three 
letters that occur in all these words? 

You should be able to pick out quite easily the three common letters: 

cl kat 

u ba' 
. 

j 

1 3 1  
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Notice how the letters always appear in the same order. The ba' does not 
come before the ta' in any of the words, nor the kat after the ta', etc. 
So we can say that if the sequence of letters '7'/.:;.,/.!l (reading from right 
to left) appears in a word, the word will have something to do with the 
meaning of 'writing' .  These three letters are the root G�I, al-ma�dar) 
connected with writing. 

The eight words above are made up of the three root letters, with 
different long and short vowels between them and sometimes with extra 
letters added onto the beginning and/or the end of the root letters: 

root 
letter 3 

root 
letter 3 

root 
letter 2 

root 
letter 2 

root 
letter 1 

root 
letter ] 

mlm with 
fatl)a 

The great majority of Arabic words are formed around a sequence of 
three root letters, and learning to recognise these will help you 
enormously with learning the language. 

You can often (but not always) find the root of a word by ignoring the 
vowels (long and short) and removing the extra letters at the beginning 
and end. As you learn more about the structure of Arabic, you will learn 
to recognise these extra letters. For the moment, it is enough to know 
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that mTm is a common extra letter on the front of a sequence (prefIX) and 
ta' marbOta is a common extra letter on the end (suffIX). 

Exercise 1 
Try to write the three root letters for these words which you already 
know, as in the example. The left-hand column tells you the general 
meaning of this root. 

General meaning Root Word 

calculating �/ '.,)'J/ r �� 
bigness / / .& 

� 

carving (wood) / / � .) . 
opening / / ( � 
sealing (a letter) / / -� � 

� 

moving along / / �I.)J 
producing / / � 
falling sick / / 

� 

�jAA 
studying / / �.)...l.o + 1J"'.)...l.o 

Plural patterns 1 and 2 
You already know two ways of making words plural: 1 Sound masculine plural. This can be used only with some words that 

refer to male people: 

(mudarrisOn/mudarrisTn) ��...l.o / u.,.....�J..o ..... - (mudarris) U"�J..o 
2 Sound feminine plura/. This can be used with most words that refer to 

female people, and with some other masculine and feminine words: 

(mumarriQat) uL..;� (mumarriQa) �� 
(sayyarat) ul.)� <OIl- (sayyara) �.)� 

(ti lTfOnat) u�� ....- (tiITfOn) u� 
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However, many Arabic words cannot be made plural in either of these 
ways. They are made plural by following different patterns which you 
will learn in the next few chapters. 

� Look at the pictures and listen to the recording: 

_ o �  

� L i')IJ! 
�---. 

-�: 

Plural pattern 1 

,., 0 s: 
mot ______ r-i)\i, .. , ______ ahl w;th 

L..
1
_
e
_
tt
_
e
_
r 
_
3
..... 

, / � fatba 

long 'a' root 
letter 2 

root 
letter 1 
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Plural pattern 2 

jl jl -

i .. . 
root 
letter 3 �� root --- .. . --1-----1 letter ] 

long 'ii'  

Exercise 2 

root 
letter 2 EJ 

Match the Singular and plural words, as in the example. 

� ��i pattern 1 

� \ ��i r Pattem 2 

� �U..t:H� pattem 1 

pattern 1 

pattern 2 

Now write the vowels on the words. 

Broken plurals 
Notice that although the vowels on the singular words may vary, they 
are always the same in the plural pattern. These plural patterns are 
known as broken plurals because the word is 'broken apart' and different 
long and short vowels are arranged around the root letters. 

The two patterns you have met in this unit are examples of broken 
plurals. Arabic will also often fit loan words originated from other 
languages, such as 'film' and 'bank', into the broken plural patterns if 
they have three consonants (Le. letters that are not vowels). 

There are about a dozen significant different broken plural patterns, 
seven or eight of these being the most common. You will gradually be 
introduced to the different patterns. 
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Exercise 3 
The following words also make their plurals according to pattern 1. Write 
out their plurals, as in the example. 

Plural Singular 

u,.,J (lawn) colour 

� (tabaq) plate 

�L..o (�a�ib) friend/owner 

� (shakl) shape 

u]J (waqt) time 

J...,....... (suq*) market 
� �fi (kub*) cup/beaker 

*In these cases, .J is the 2nd root letter. 

These words fit into pattern 2. Write out their plurals. 

Plural Singular 

� (sayf) sword 

� (qalb) heart 

d.L (mal ik) king 

� (shamta) candle 

to! t. (shaykh) sheikh 

® Now check your answers with the recording or in the answer section. 
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Vocabulary learning 
From now on, try to learn each word with its plural. If you are using the 
card system (see Unit I), write the plural below the singular: 

Tip: Just writing the plural will help you to remember it. Make sure that 
you can remember both the singular and the plural before the card 
passes into the next envelope. 

What are these? ) Look at the pictures and listen to the recording: 

,�,. 

Notice that there are two different ways of saying 'these' in Arabic: 
hadhihi suyot (these are swords), or ha'ula'i mulOk (these are kings). 
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I� 

• I 

�� 

· I i � • ,-=0 t 1 " � A 
+ 

+ 

masculine singular 

feminine singular or 

non-human plurals 

Unit 7 7  

+ human plurals (masculine 
and feminine) 

Although ", "ijA (ha'ula'i) is the plural of 1.iA (hadha) and l>.iA (hadhihi), it 
is only used when talking about people. Arabic divides plurals into: 
1 Humans (people) 
2 Non-humans (objects, ideas, animals, etc.) 
In other words, you should use the same words with non-human plurals as 
you do with a feminine singular word. The same grammatical rules apply 
to non-human plurals as to the feminine singular. For example: 

• Use l>.iA: .j� l>.iA (These are swords.) 
• Use �: b..wLJI ..,k � �1.F")Ui 0-:!i (Where are my pens? They're 

on the table.) 
• Use an adjective with a ta' marbO�a: � u�1 (The houses are 

beautiful.) 
Modern Standard Arabic grammar treats all non-human plurals as feminine 
singular. There is no exception to this. 
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Exercise 4 
Write sentences, as in the example: 

t. 

t l "=::: ;:>" 

Exercise 5 

D D D ' Q Q  

Y" 

Make these sentences plural, as in the example: 

��j� I� JA V 

.�� JA , '1  A 

7 39 



7 4 0  Unit 7 7  

The party �1 

• ' Salwa is arranging a party for her son's fifth birthday. Listen to the items 
she needs for the party: 

Exercise 6 
Salwa has made a list of 
how many of each item 
she needs. 

Ask the shopkeeper for 
each item, as in the example. 

iiij 
�Jj �4bi 

; - - - - - - - - -
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

1 
- - - - - - - - .. 

i I 

'0 ..... ., 'Uw,J : 
• I 

I 

I ·  �� ";rL,.r1 f 
1 

v 

I 
I 
I 

�La.:; : I 
• I 

I 

J) � �L,a.L,a. • : 
• ...... I 

• I 
I 
I 

0-; :  I 

'1 eL:.-J1.., ' A  f 
,. 

• 4..1-'L;J , I 
I 

' - ­
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

-

Al,oS 0A '�JJ �4bi � �) 
(urTd s ittat atbaq waraq, min fa9lak) 
I 'd like six paper plates, please. 
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.' Now listen to Salwa buying some of these items in a party shop: 

��i �..,)i .,�I C� ­

'-;I1"siJ �JJ '::"�J 

.� 0A �� 

�uJ-l �i .�I� 4 �G. -
, 

,�i :ulJ-l�1 Js l,j� 

. . .  �Jji ,�i ,�i 

�Li,;,).J1 �I �f _ 

.��I �IJ 
-

��IJ,4 4 � _ 

.�� '-;I1"si , • J ,� 0A "\ -
- , 

'-;I1"si , • J �I� ��i "\J �Li,;j .::,,� "\ . . . � -
d t ':.;. I . , ., _

" . t ':. . .  . � 0A '::"� � ... �� 

�� (�a<;iir) certainly 

�(wJ-l) �j (ayy [lawn]) which [colour]? 

(WIJ-l�I) JS (kul l [al-alwan]) all [the colours] 
" _ t 

�I (ufa<;i<;iil) I prefer 
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Colours ulJ-l�1 

You can usually make an adjective feminine by adding ta' marbOta, e .g . 
.l:!� .>:!�I (as-sarTr jadTd), the bed is new, i;.l:!� �I (al-�aqlba 
jadTdQ), the bag is new. Adjectives describing basic colours are the main 
exception to this and have their own feminine forms. 

Look at the masculine and feminine adjectives below and the three 
root letters that occur in both. (Remember to ignore long and short 
vowels. )  

Root letters Feminine adj. 

�/ 4? / � �� (bayc;ta') 

.J / r- / C  � I� (�amra') 

Masculine adj . 
• 

�I (abyac;t) 
. 

�I (a�mar) 

We can now see the pattern for the colour adjectives: 

Masculine colour adjective: 

root 
letter 3 

Feminine colour adjective: 

• 

u4 
/ 

root 
letter 2 

root 
letter I 

white 

red 

alif with 
fatl:la 

"'" O ..-!' 1 hamza 11-------� L a � -�---I ��t�:r 1 

long 'a' 
root 
letter 3 

root 
letter 2 fatl)a 
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Remember that feminine adjectives will also be used with non-human 
plurals: 

� i � (tabaq a�mar) 

� I� �4bi (atbaq �amra') 

Exercise 7 

a red plate 

red plates 

Here is a table for some other colours, showing the masculine adjectives. 
Fill in the column for the feminine adjectives: 

Meaning Feminine (& non-human plurals) Masculine 

green 

blue 

black 

yellow 

�i 
J�) 
..I:""'i 
�i 

� Now check your answers with the recording or in the answer section. 

Exercise 8 
Say and write these in Arabic, as in the example. 
1 a red shirt �i � 
2 a red car 
3 white plates 
4 green bottles 
5 yellow bags 
6 the black dog 
7 the blue bicycle 
8 the yellow candles 
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Structure notes 

The accusative case 
The third, and final, case in Arabic is the accusative (�I, an-nasb). This 
is made by adding two fatDas ( � )  on the end of the �ord for the 

'
indefinite 

(pronounced 'an') and one fatDa for the definite (pronounced 'a'). 
The table below is a summary of a l l  the case endings: 

Indefinite Definite 
., , 

Nominative � (bintun) �I (al-binty) . 
A ccusative � (bintan) �I (al-bintg) 
Genitive � (bintln) �I (al-bintl) 

Note that the accusative indefinite has an extra a l if written on the end 
of the word, called 'alif tanwTn' . The alif tanwTn is not written if the 
word ends in a ta' marbO�a: . . 

�..I.o (madTnatan) ;;.;4w (sayyaratan) 
The al if tanwin is one of the relatively few instances when a case 
ending can affect the basic script, so it helps if you understand why it 
is used. 
The accusative case is used for the object of a verb: 

.k� ..u .. ) (urTd shumOtan) I'd like some candles. 
... .. .;  � .... t 
.;;�I �I �I (ufa<;l<;lil al-qubbatatg l-kabTra) I prefer the big hat. 
and for adverbial phrases where the meaning is 'with', 'by', 'in the', etc. : 
lfo (shukran) with thanks (i .e. 'thank you') , 
�� (�abaDQD) in the morning 

The accusative is also used after the question word �� (kam, how 
many?). This explains the extra a l if which appears when a noun not 
ending in ta' marbO�a fol lows kam: . 
�I..J.J � (kam waladQD) how many boys? . 
��..I.o � (kam madTnatQD) how many towns? 

Almost al l nouns and adjectives, whether they are singular, dual, 
plural, mascul ine or feminine, have case endings in formal Arabic. 
The main exception to this is words of foreign origin (e.g . :  .j-:!JI.; 
radyO) when, although theoretically possible, case endings would 
be very c lumsy. 
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.. " Conversation 

Going shopping 
Look back at Salwa's party shopping list and the conversation on 
pages 1 40-1 . Make up a simi lar conversation but ask for the other 
three items on the list (plastic bags, cola bottles and candles). Decide 
which colours you want the items to be. You could start l ike this: 

.� ().4 t�j 'J� u4-4-jj �� �4Si J.:!) 
(urid akyas bilastTk wa-zujajat kOla wa shumOt, min fa9lak) 
I'd l ike some plastic bags, cola bottles and candles, please. 

Once you've decided what to say, try taking the role of the customer 
on the recording. 

Vocabulary in Unit 1 1  

('-7�i) � L.o  
(J ly..J) JY"' 
(uu�f) �J 
(JL5l.I) � 

(.j�) � 
('-7�) � 
(.!l�) 4 

( ! ) 0 � 

t� � 
(t�) � 
('-7lfif) '-7fi. 
(J4bI) J+b 

(u-'�f) � 
(u�) � 
(u�) � 

(�a�ib, a��ab) friend/owner 

(sOq, awsaq) market 

(waqt, awqat) time 

(shakl, ashkal) shape 

(sayf, suyOf) sword 

(qalb, qu lOb) heart 

(mal ik, mulOk) king 

(shaykh, shuyOkh) sheikh 

(shamta, shumOt) candle 

(kOb, akwab) cup, beaker 

(tabaq, atbaq) plate 

(kiS, akyas) bag (plastic, etc.), sack 

(qubatta, qubattat) hat 

(�afla, �aflat) party 

7 45 
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� �  (bilastTk) plastic 

'-' .. ).J (waraq) paper 

'i fi (kOla) cola 

�f (ayy) which? 

JS (kul l ) all/every 

c.:l"jf) U) (lawn, alwan) colour 

(�\ :';1] �f (abya<;i) white (fern. bay<;ia') 

(� IJ;:") ...l;:f (aswad) black (fern. sawda') 

(� I�) �f (akh<;iar) green (fern. kha<;ira') 

(� I�) �f (a�mar) red (fern. �amra') 

(�li��) J�) (azraq) blue (fern. zarqa') 

(��) �f (a�far) yellow (fern. �afra') 

� 'i� (ha'ula'i) these (for people only) 

� b. (�a<;iir) certainly 
� / '  

�i (ufa<;i<;iil) I prefer 



What happened 
yesterday? 

What happened yesterday? ��l 6� Iju 
Look at the newspaper headline and the pictures: 

Exercise 1 
See if you can match these Arabic words from the headline to the 
English: 

thief/robber 

investigation 

yesterday 

theft/robbery 

with 

Now answer these questions in English: 
1 Where is the bank? 
2 How much money was stolen? 
3 When did the robbery take place? 
4 What is the name of the bank? 

o < (,)'oWl 
* * ' 

"'-iy-u 

� 

� 

5 How many thieves are under investigation? 

1 4 7  
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� The two suspects both deny carrying out the robbery. Listen to the 
W Ahmed Hamdi's alibi. (Follow the story from the top right, starting on 

page 149 and using the numbers on the pictures.) 

, 

Jl �I � �� 
« . . .  a� � 

o , _  

« . . .  �� � J! ,-.;��  » 

, 

« . . .  wy-�I J ��I tY- �-' » 
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� �.J t.$M- M-i lii » 
« . . .  �'" �..I.o Y � 

.; ... ,. 0 .... "" 

« . . .  �.: .. {, lh;. � » . - . 
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Look at these sentence tables. See how many different sentences you 
can make by choosing one word from each column, reading from 
right to left. 

.. 

r . �, T �I l .L.:...� �! 0-0 U+Aj 
(�aba�an) (al-bayt) (i la) (al-bayt) (min) (dhahabtu) 

in the morning the house to the house I from I went 
. 
. I>L......o �I 0-0 �I �! �.J 

(masa'an) (al-maktab) (min) (al-maktab) (ila) (rajattu) t 
in the evening the office from the office to I returned 

L �I �I 
(ai-bank) I (ai-bank) 

the bank , the bank I 1 

T r 
.� � ,?u, . �  �y:.. u .  
(baytT) I (ft) (shay) (finjan) (sharibtu) 

my house in tea a cup of I drank 

.� �� bL.:... · 
• . .J  

(maktabT) (qahwa) (zujajat) 
my office coffee a bottle of 

'l§. 
(kola) 
cola 

I>L... 
(ma') 
water 

Now look back at pages 148-9 and listen again to the story, following the 
words carefully. 
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Asking questions about the past > A policeman is checking Ahmed's alibi at the police station: 

Exercise 2 
Make more questions and answers about Ahmed's alibi, as in the example: 

� / ��� u+iS , 
. � ' uL� � ,  . �� · uLl.1U. � I ... � �  " . � . � " . � 

��j4i � / �j � 
�� / � uJSi � 

��l.w.4 � / � t 
* • • 

..) 
��JI..)/ J.j�/ � � 
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Exercise 3 
The female suspect, Zaynab Shawqi, is a clerk in the Kuwaiti bank. 
Read her alibi once without writing. Then read it again filling in the 
missing words. (Start at picture I, top right on page 153.) 

__ �I __ �..) 
. . .  �I 

' I  I t '  
I 1 1 1 1  = = 

« . . .  -- � J! -- » 

} 

-- � �I �.J » 
« . -- � �.;-II 

} 

« !  . . .  ..)�I _- u1;� » 
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I 

" 

F= 
� 

/ 
� 

/. 

<=> =  
= 

,. 0 .... "" ,:.  0 .... � 

-- J1 ��  . . .  I.J"""II »  --.J �� �j li l » 
« . . .  b.� « . 0� �� ..k......J � 

« . . . �I).I W » « .  �G 0�--.J » 
. .  �".". � B��t : I I I I � 

/ 1 ' I 
IIRn=l ' I I : 1 1 1 1 1 : : 

( *  � j&. = at my desk) 
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� The policeman is now checking Zaynab's story: 

Questions with 'what?' 

Arabic has two question words meaning 'what' :  l.o (rna) is used in front 
of a noun and Ijl.o (madha) in front of a verb. 

�cl.4.w1 La 
� La + noun 

What (is) your name? What did you do? 

Notice that Arabic verbs are the same whether they are in questions or in 
sentences. There is no question form ('did you/he?' etc. ) in Arabic. 
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Exercise 4 
Choose a question word from the box to complete each of the questions 
and answers below. The first one is an example: 

J.A I jL.. L.. IS"'4 U":!i J 
��� , 

·�� W� �� 

���I �y1 � 

.� � ��I �� 

��� � �l �j � 

.�� � �l �j ,� 

���aJl � �i t 
.� �i 

�IS(!;SQ � � 0 
.UU� � 

. / . 

��FI � � V 
.�L.w.o �FI � � 



7 5 6  Unit 7 2  

Verbs in the past 

The verbs you have met in this unit describe things which have 
happened in the past. They are in the past tense (�LJI al-mii<;IT) .  You 
will have noticed that the end of the verb changes slightly, depending on 
who carried out the action (depending on the subject of the verb). 

Look at how this verb changes depending on the subject: 

��,J (wajadtu) 

��,J (wajadta) 

��,J (wajadti) 

�,J (wajada) 

��,J (wajadat) 

I found 

you (masc. ) found 

you (fern.) found 

he found 

she found 
Notice how Arabic does not normally use the personal pronouns 
(L.:.i/ ..:.Wi/",...,., etc.) with the verb as the ending tells you if it is 'I', 'you', etc. 

Look again at the list above. You can see that the verb always begins 
with �J (wajad). This is the stem of the verb and contains the three root 
letters. (The root letters oJ/ r;,l.J are connected with the meaning of 
'finding' .) The endings added to the stem tell you the subject of the verb: 

Subject Ending 
v , LI (-tu) � + 
v �I (-ta) � + 
v u:,1 (-ti) � + 

jA (-a) -=- + 

� (-at) � + 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 

Stem 

�,J (wajad) 

�j (dhahab) 

�y:.. (kharaj) 

,)� (katab) 

JSi (akal) 
�'.J (rajau 

� (fata�) 
� (jalas) 
� (fatal) 

� (samiu 

�r (sharib) 

.. 
Meaning 

found 
went 
went out 
wrote 
ate 
returned 
opened 
sat 
did/made 
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I n  spoken dialects the final vowel i s  often dropped after ana and anta, so 
both become wajadt, and for huwa, which becomes wajad. 

You may have noticed that without the vowels the word: 

1.::.I..).7'-,J 
could have at least four different meanings: 

u�,J I found 

u�,J you (masc.) found 

u�,J you (fern.) found 

u�,J she found 

There is no automatic way of telling which meaning is intended. 
However, the context will usually give you a good indication. 

Tip: The stems of the verbs are vowelled mainly with two fat�as (wQjQd). 
Sometimes, however, the second vowel can be a kasra (see the last two 
verbs in the table). Do not spend too much time trying to remember 
these. The most important thing is to listen for the root letters. 

Exercise 5 
Write the correct form of the verb in the gap. The first is an example: 

(\.J) .G.� �I &4 (��) _� ,�i 

C"s-") .�I �l (�j) ---

.uU� (�) . . ---------

(;=.Ui) �.li�1 0£ (�) ---

Jot 

'�Ji 
. �I 

(lJ) .�.fo � (�) " �I �t (�j) --

(�) .�� tA ;;� U� (��) --­

(�i) ��i (J1i) --- Ij14 

� 

� 

t 

" 

'\ 

V 

1\ 
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Joining sentences together 
. an use to link sentences � Listen to these words and expresslOns you c 

� together: 
____ ----------'1 

� , j."i (awwalan) 

I�i (akhTran) 
, 0  , 

clJj � (bat.da thalika) 

cl.J� :hi (qabla thalika) 

� (thumma) 
/ 

. . .  ---i (fa) 

firstly 

finally 

after that 

before that 

then 

and/and so 

. Ahmed's alibi in his notebook. Read what he 
The policeman has wntt�n . t the linking words and expressions. 
has written, paying speClal attentlOn 0 

(((( (((((((((((( 
��\ (!.\ • �\ d.9.,oW � cY-0 ...... '-1\ 

s c;.>� � �9 <?� �\ �\ 
s � 0-- �\ 't;:";:;- . 6� �jJ 

R..w9 � d � .. {. d\ �:)9 �4-AP 

cW:) .j..;IC.) c,� c:..UJ'''!) '" \ . d..i...> . ' \ . 9  . . 9 - �  

�,.h· d\ �:) � .  �� 6� c;.>.,.w 
. "s \...uu � d \ �) . \ r ___ w &,\.9 c.r-.? 

.. s . 6�..A\�\ � ai..rW-l\ � �  \�\9 
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Exercise 6 
Unfortunately, the policeman's notes about Zaynab were shredded by 
mistake. Can you write them out again in the right order? 

, , , 
, , , , 

1.. _______ _ 
I!�� ..................... ... , ......... 

,/ 
... ................ /r .......................... ... :' Cs-S.9-4t, ---------- / ----'----- ' 

<::::.... ° -------- :, . c::J I · ----------------______ o� JO lin --------7 "-___ � , :-------_____ _ 

7 5 9  

---------______ � I ! ---------______ c:t.y� �-----------
- j -

-
�::�;J 

, ------------ ---/--- --- - - ---�-
�:�\ 

, � cs- -----------, \. 

\'" 
° 

-------
- -

---------- -
-

----------
-

-
------- \" � \ \ 

--
----

� �' .. 

L________________ 

_
--

-
------:---;:--� D yr 

_
-----------

) 

_

----

----
--

--;---- :\ if5 � _-
------ -

---------

\---
. 
)�------------------

\ .... -

_ 
.... 

\ .. --
,-

,. ....... -.. \ .............. .. I 
-

-�--�-; -�-�--�---
- -- -

-
- - ---

--------
---

, � - /. 
-
-

--------L_ _____ __ 

° � 9-l.J I 0 I ° I I 
------------------

_ ------ - � d I - - -- -
-

-
--

-
------, ---

----- -- --- ------ --------- ------- --�_�_�
_� f I -"'--... -... J 

rmm--�-��-\j\--�-��\-�-:-::��-;-l 
l - 1 
L. ____________________________________________________________________________ ..1 
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Exercise 7 
Join the two halves of the sentences, as in the example . 

. t.....)..lAl1 ":-'� �� I� I::J" 

.�� ("Si.U �! 

.� �fi �  
.�i FJI � � 

.�� �fijl �I �I.? 

. 'i� ��.J 

Exercise 8 ��f cl..14..Il JU Ij1.4 

��" 

�.J � ,�"i 

Below you will find six things that the king did yesterday. 
First, read the sentences and think about the order in which he might 

have done these things. (Note: � (qa�r) = palace.) 

.��I '-7� � ul,.)4..J1 t'" oo �! �j 0 

.�..lAl1 h...,,J � �� tw,.)..\A �! �j 0 

·t·" oJI � ��I e:.o �� u� '-7y:u 0 

.�I �I (yo �.? 0 

.�I y-o..iJl �! t;7,.) 0 

.��..lAlI,J u�l,J ..) 'l,J � I  e:.o � 0 

. ���I �,.)4..J1 U£. ��I (yo � 0 

o Listen to the news broadcast and put the sentences in the correct order. 
'liI Write the numbers in the boxes. 

Using as many of the linking phrases on page 158 as possible, write a 
newspaper article about what the king did yesterday. Start like this: 

, .. J G.� � I � cll4.Il �"P- '1 �j 
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Using a dictionary 

You have now reached the point where you should buy one or more 
dictionaries to help you expand your vocabulary by yourself and to look 
up words that you come across in magazines, newspapers, etc. 

It is possible to put Arabic in alphabetical order in two ways: 

1 According to the order of the letters in a word - as we do in English. 
2 According to the order of the root letters in a word. 

For example, imagine you want to look up this word: � (maktab). 

- with method 1 you would look under '-:' /..:.. /.!l / � (reading right to left) . 

- with method 2 you would look under '-:' /..:.. /.!l, the root letters. 

Although the first method is becoming more common, especially as it 
means that alphabetisation can be carried out by a computer, the 
second method is still used in many standard reference works. 

So far, we have written the root letters separately: '-:' /..:.. /.!l. I 
For the sake of convenience, most l inguists and dictionaries use 
the stem of the past tense to express the root. So we can say that 
� is the root of ,-:,l:iS: (kiUib) and � (maktab); or that U",)J 
is the root of 6.......,)..1.0 (madrasa). J 

There are a number of Arabic-English dictionaries on the market, some 
designed for native speakers and some for learners of Arabic. We suggest 
that you buy one designed for learners, as the others do not always show 
you the vowels or the plurals (as a native speaker you are expected to 
know them). 

The most popular dictionary designed for learners is A Dictionary of 
Modern Arabic by Hans Wehr (Otto Harrassowitz, 1993). Although 
originally compiled in the 1960s, it has been updated several times and 
is still the most respected Arabic-English dictionary for learners of 
Arabic. Words are listed under the root letters. 

Appendix I, which lists the Arabic letters in alphabetical order, will be 
a useful reference when you are using a dictionary. 

Page 162 shows an example page from the Hans Wehr dictionary, 
showing the entries under the root U",)J. 
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278 

running head at top of page 
, showing first root of page 

�.;.ul JLr 'ummal ad-dariaa (eg.) 
ailroad section gang. gandy dancers 

suture 

'..sj.;, dUTz' pI. ; .  " dur'ii. Druse I ; .  ,.ul � 
jabal ad-d_ transliteration the 

in 

t:u, U1U"WU VU'"', t::A inguished II to teac h ;  

t o  instruct (. 8 , 0  .. .. i n  s.th . ) ;  III to 

study (. together with 8.0.) VI to study 

( .. 8.th.) carefully together VII to become 

or be wiped out. blotted out. effaced. 

obliterated. extinguished 

..,...;' dara effacement. obliteration. 

extinction ; - (pI. ..,...1.;' duriia study. 

of a textbook) ; 

.... �, diraaa I . ·at tudies ; study I .... �, 
�� ('aliya) co egiate studies ; ,-! y l!  .... �, 
(/<inawiya) attendance of a secondary 

school. secondary education. high.school 

education ; �p .... �, (mutawa88i!a) 
secondary education. high-school edu­

cation (Syr.) 

..s'�, diraai of or pertaining to study 

or studies ; scholastic. school ; instruction­

al. educational. teaching. tuitional I (Y''; 
��, tuition fees ; ��, <:.... (8ana) 

acadcmic year; scholastic year, school 

year 

..r.,;' dari8 dried clover 

..,..�, darras pI. -iin (eager) student 

o .... �, darraaa flail; threshing ma­

chine I 0 .... �, ;,t..- (!oa��) combine 

..,.. �.;' dim·tis mastiff 

.... .;.1. madrasa pI. ..,..).1. madari8' 
madrasah (a religious boarding school 

&88OCiated with a mosque) ;  school 1 .... .;.1. 
<::I�I (ibtioo'iya) the lower gradcs of a 

secondary school, approx. = junior 

high school ; ;"�I .... .;.1. (au-waliya) 

elementary school, grade school; .... .;.1. 
,-!yl! (!anawi a) secondary school, high 

school ; ,-!.;� .... .;.1. (tijar.ya) commercial 

college or sc I; �r .... .;.1. (�arbiya) 
military academ . <,J..:.:, .... .;.1. (dtil!:iliya) 

boarding school ; ( _  �� .... .;.1. ('iiliya, 

'ulya) college ; �t:.....J� " · :11 , , ".'- •• , 

of industrial arts. sch 
common usages 

and handicraft ; ..s.rS" and expressions 
lege ; .... ..I.Al1 , .... ..:.u.I

· 
t "s",h""o�w!.-'n� ___ ---l ( = intellectual or a . tic movement) 

(of an aca· 

demic institution) 

..,..), daria pI. ..,....:�, dawiiris' effaced, 

obliterated ; old, dilapidated. crumbling I 

... .; \, ,J.f tajaddada dtiriauMl to rise 

from one's ashes 

..,...;.1. mudarria pI. -iin teacher, in­

structor; lecturer I .l&.L. ..,....:.1. (musu'id) 
assistant professor 

t..;' II to arm ; to armor, equip with armor 

( .. s.th.) V and VIII iddara'a to arm O.S., 
take up arms , put on armor 

t..;, dir' m. and f .• pI. t..1":' du"ii'. t..P1 
adru', t.�,1 adra' coa.t of mail, ha.uberk ; 

(suit of) plate armor ; armor plate ; 

armor ; armature ; (pI. t.�,1 adra') chemise 

Hans Wehr A Dictionary of Modern Arabic (Otto Harrassowitz, 1 993) 
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Exercise 9 Dictionary work 
(You will need a dictionary to do this exercise.) 
Decide which are the root letters of these words (see Unit 1 1 ), and then 
find the words in your dictionary and write down the meaning. The first 
is an example: 

Meaning �I Root j� 1 Word 

minister 

Structure notes 

Sound masculine plural and dual case endings 
The sound masculine plural (SMP) and dual case endings vary from the 
regular case endings. They affect the basic script and the pronounced part of 
the word. The SMP and dual endings are the same for both the definite 
and indefinite, so there are only two possible variations for each: 

SMP Dual 

Nominative U,")� (najjarOn) UIJ� (najjaran) 
Accusative + genitive U->...)� (najjarIn) U->...)� (najjar�D) 
The article on page 1 47 has the title � t-" �I (at -ta�qTq mata 
li��ayn, The investigation is with two thieves). The dual ending is 
genitive as � (l i��ayn) follows the preposition t-" (mata). 
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Sound feminine plural  
The sound feminine plural (SFP) has regular case endings, except for the 
accusative indefinite, which is the same as the genitive indefinite: 

Nominative 

Accusative 

Genitive 

Indefinite 
. u�Lh.:;.. (kh itabatun) 
u�Lh.:;.. (kh itabatin) 

u�Lh.:;.. (kh itabatin) 

Definite 
, u�lk..ll (al-khitabatjJ) 
u�lk..ll (al-khitabatg) 
u�lk..ll (al-khitabatD 

Notice that the SFP accusative indefinite, l ike ta' marbOta, does not have 
the extra alif tanwTn: 
�Lh.:;.. � (katabtu khitaban) I wrote a letter . 
. u�Lh.:;.. � (katabtu khitabatin) I wrote letters. 

o Vocabulary in Unit 12 

CJ.o�) � (I i��, lu�O�) thief/robber 

(�u';") �.;.. , , (�\ go! g�;) Jo! g�; 
(���) ":-'� 

()�)� 
o 

� 
o 

� 
. � U . , 

(SL.;" 

(sariqa, sariqat) theft/robbery 

(ta�qTq, ta�qTqat) investigation 

(khitab, khitabat) letter 

(qa�r, qu�Or) palace 

(mattam*) restaurant 

(maktab*) office/desk 

(finjan*) cup 

(shay) tea 

�� (qahwa) coffee 

� (samak) fish 
, 

'J.."s (kO la) cola 

�lo (ma') water 

u£. (tan) about/concerning 

* Plurals of these words will be covered in later units. 
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(':A 
J! 

� . ,: �I 

(� 
�L:...:o 
� -. � 
� Ijlo 

(.? , 
�j 
� 

:. �� , ,: 
JSI 

C:;7-.J , 
� 

� 

� 
� 
�'"' 
��i 

( . i � 
cl!j � , . 

�j � 
� '. 

� , 
. . .  � 

(mata) with 

(i la) to/towards 

(malakT) royal 

(ams) yesterday 

(�aba�) morning 

(masa') afternoon/evening 

(matta) when? 

(madha) what? (+ verb) 

(kharaj) went out/exited 

(dhahab) went 

(katab) wrote 

(sharib) drank 

(akal) ate 

(rajat) returned/went back 

(fata�) opened 

(jalas) sat down 

(samit) heard 

(fatal) did/made 

(wajad) found 

(awwalan) firstly 

(akhTran) finally 

(batda dhal ik) after that 

(qabla dhal ik) before that 

(thumma) then 

(fa) and/and so 

1 65 



Wish you 
were here 

Plural patterns 3 and 4 " Look at the pictures and listen to the recording: 

Jl,; • .J 

o 

7 66 
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Pattern 3 

,. 

�1�=���
r 3�1------ ��------rl �-���\l

l
l 

root B 

I 

long 'a' letter 2 kasra 

Pattern 4 

,. j. -------, 

r-r-o-ot-I-----+-- �---l-----I root 
letter 3 • letter I 

/ 
root 
letter 2 

To express plural and other patterns in Arabic, the three root letters 
J 

J I t/.j are used as a standard template (JU = 'to do/to make'). We can 
therefore say that the plural pattern 3 is the Jk,i (fital) pattern, and 
pattern 4 is the JU (futal) pattern. Here are the four broken plural 
patterns you have met so far: 

Example 
o ;; ��I pen � 

, , 

uJ-:!'-! ........... house U:H 

u� ........... dog � . , 
, , , 

u.k box � . 

o ' , . 
(aftal) JWI 
(futu)) J� 
(fital) J� 

, , 
(futal) JU 

Pattern 

Pattern 1 

Pattern 2 

Pattern 3 

Pattern 4 
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Exercise 1 
Here are some more words that fit into the J� (fital) and � (futal) 
plural patterns. Write the plurals, as in the example. 

Plural Pattern Singular 

J4? J� J.!..? mountain 

J� � camel 

, , , 0  , 

JU � toy/game 

J� � sea 

, , ' 0 , 

JU � masterpiece/ artefact 

, , 

JU .tJjJ nation/state 

J� t;:!J wind 

8 Now check your answers and repeat the patterns after the recording. Do 
this several times so that you begin to hear the rhythm of the patterns. 

Exercise 2 
Make questions and answers as in the example. (Remember that � 
(kam) is followed by the singular - see page 121.) 

, 
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Numbers 1 1-100 

Numbers 1 1 -1 9 , Listen to the recording and repeat the numbers 11 to 19. 

� 

� 
* * , "\ � 

/ 

/ 

� � ' V 
/ 

� �w ' " 

� � , � 
/ 

y1L ; �I 
0 

� Ujl 
/ 

/ / 

� �� 
; 

� �JI 

y1L * / 

4!�U 
-- --

7 69 

, , ') 

, Y 

, �  I 
, t 
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The pronunciation o f  Arabic numbers can vary depending on  the accent 
of the speaker and the formality of the language. In this course you will 
learn an informal pronunciation that will be understood universally. 

Exercise 3 
Draw lines between the columns, as in the example. 

1 1  

14 

16 

19 

, � � �w 15 

, � � �  18 

' "  � Ujl 17 

, �  � �  12 

, � . 
� � I .J 13 

Exercise 4 
Say and write these numbers: 

, '\  
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Numbers 20-1 00 

, Now listen to the numbers 20 upwards: 

��J �IJ � ,  

' �  ' w:s l � _ J w _ � �  
-' �  �� � _ J � �  

o _ 
" 

U!'1'UJ � ,, '\  -
- -

�WJ �W AA 

�. ''J_�J JI""o� � " 

�� 
-�� 

_ o ·  � I " .J 
o _ 

U!C1f� 
" 

� 
�. " 1'  " , 

-

�W 
" �' "t ' 

" -

� -

7 7 7 

� . 

� .  

t • 

" . 

'\ . 

V .  

A .  

� . 

, • • 

Notice that to say 'twenty-one', 'fifty-six', etc. in Arabic, you say wa�id 
wa-t!shrTn ('one and twenty'), sitta wa-khamsTn ('six and fifty'), etc. The 
units come before the tens. 

Tip: The tens from 20 to 90 have an alternative ending, UJ (-On): t!shron, 
thalathOn, etc. However, most spoken dialects use the U-:! (-Tn) ending 
consistently and so this is the more useful pronunciation to learn initially. 
See the 'Structure notes' at the end of the unit for more details. 

Exercise 5 
Write these numbers in figures, as in the example. (Remember: figures 
go from left to right, as they do in English.) 

�'CfJ !J �� " . 
t '\ ---- �}J � , 

�. !"'..9 UW:SI '\ �WJ �IJ � 
�WJ JI""UJ � V . :..� � J J .. ""u � 

U!CfJUJ �J � A ��J 
• 

�JIJ � t 
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Numbers 1 1  upwards with singular noun 

The numbers 11 upwards are followed by a singular noun. In addition, 
the singular noun following a number above 1 1  will have the extra alit 
tanwTn (-an ending) if the noun does not end in ta' marbOta. This is similar 
to what happens after kam? (how many?). 

� , �  (ithnatashar jabalan) 

� J� � .  (thalathTn sayyara) 

twelve mountains 

thirty cars 

It is as if in English we were to say 'three cars' but 'thirty car'. This may 
seem bizarre to a learner, but it is important to remember as it is true 
even of spoken dialects. 

In high-level Modern Standard Arabic, numbers used in a sentence 
can change slightly depending on whether they are referring to a 
masculine or a feminine noun, and what function they have in the 
sentence. However, these changes are complicated and not often seen or 
heard. Many native speakers do not remember them in detail, and as a 
beginner you can stick to the forms given here. Be prepared, however, to 
hear or see some variations. 

Exercise 6 
How many are there? Say and write, as in the example. 

���I ) 58 x ( 
c 1� 

49 x rtv �( �I 
�J '\ , 

(wa�id wa-sittTn raju lan) 

,�3 � / � 

7� 
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What's the weather like? ��I JL.,:,. � , - -
Temperature ';),pJ1 �..)J 
Look at the thermometer and the descriptions of the temperatures. 

); (�arr) 
hot 

J�:;: (muttadil) �- :; 
mild/moderate - < 

'�/ 
�.J � (barid) 
cold 

� Now listen to the recording and look at the following descriptions: 

��)�I 4�J � l.c 
. t o �)�1 4�J 

o 

o � , 0 , .J� �I 

.� �)�1 4�J 

7 73 
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Exercise 7 
Following the examples on page 173 ,  make questions and answers for 
these thermometers. 

o 

, 

Describing the weather 
Look at the newspaper weather chart on page 175 .  The right-hand 
column is a list of place names. Then there are two columns of figures. 
What do you think these represent? 

- The first (right-hand) column of figures is the minimum ( 'smallest' )  
temperature: (S�I (a�-�ughra) , 

, 

- The second is the maximum ('biggest') temperature: (S�I (al-kubra) 
The final left-hand column is a general description of the weather. 

� Find u.<.l:!.)1 (ar-riya9, Riyadh) in the list of towns and look at its 
'll1 temperatures and the description of the weather. Now listen to the 

following: 

��4�1 � ��I ';JI�I 4jJ � LA 
. � O ��I ';JI�I 4jJ 

, 
���I ';JI�I 4jJ � LAJ , 

. t �  ��I ';JI�I 4jJ 

��4�1 � �I JG. ; ¥ 
'�J )� �I 
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..§�..§""'" 
.,- t y y\ .t.�I �  
.,- t \ y ,  o,).,:.L1 ��I 
.,- t ,.  y o  ��I 
.,- ,.A YV o� 
.,- u ,. ,  ul."..wl 1 /  
�� Y \  " �, '::0---.,- ,. ,  T t  �I r-/' r-r / , ' 

.,- ,.V y • ��I 
.,- ,. t  y • o,JAWI 
.,- ,.y ' A  �� 1-". ..J,- _f ,. t  , \  ';'I�I /' -.,- � 

.,- y o  W �;. 
.,- ,. ,  y . �';I The weather's clear . .,;...;, �I 
�� ' A  , . I"I"�I 

.,- y\ \ 0 �I 
�� T T  ' 0 �.J':' 
�� y,. \ J-S� 

.,- T T  \1" ��"s 
�� ' A  " �" 

.,- ,. . ,. �,).Ji:WI� .,- y,. W � 
�� Yo , \  � , .,- ,. , y, t!?"s t!?".. 
�� ,.,. y,. U�� ��,v _____ .,- ,.,. y,. ,).Jo!t1 'i l"s 

.,- ,. . \ \  4a� The weather's cloudy. • �li. � I � y . \ T  U.,;.J 
.,- ,.0 W �� 
�� ,.,. y,. �I.. 

.,- YV T T  ,,",...il=a ". 
.,- T t  ' A  "s.....".' 
�� ,.0 YA �,,� 
�� ,.V Y ,  .:.I,)�� .,- ,.V y'y �� 
�� Y , ,.  �...J4 
� Y t ' A  1..j,J 
�� y o  y . �.".s"::""'1 

.,- W \ "'� .,- ,. . y,. �". 
�� T1" ' 0 � 
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Exercise 8 
Now answer these questions using the chart on page 175.  

��JJ:H � (j'�1 ';.;I�I 4jJ � LA , 
. ' 

�I i/il � (j'�1 ';JI�I 4jJ � LA Y 

�0-4J � �I JG. : ¥ f 

�*Jb � �I JG. : ¥ t 

��J.lA � �l..i. �I J.A 0 

�';jAliJl � JJ'-! �I J.A '\ 
, 

�f ' &� &� � (j'�1 ';JI�I 4jJ J.A V 

� t .  ��I � (j'�1 ';JI�I 4jJ J.A A 

�WliJl � �.lA � dWA 0. 

�WliJl � �.lA � � � �I , • 

Writing notes and postcards 

Look at these useful words and phrases for writing notes or postcards in 
Arabic. 

-

(azTzT) '-!�� Dear . . . (to a male) 

(azTzatT) ��� Dear . . . (to a female) 

- - -

(kayf �alak) �clJ� � How are you? (to a male) 

(kayf �al ik) � clJ� � How are you? (to a female) 

,.... J .... � 

(ana;na�nu bi-khayr) .� � lui I 'm/we're fine. 

(mata ta� iyyatT) �� tA Best wishes 

('with my greetings') 
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Exercise 9 
Zaynab is on holiday with her family and has written a postcard to her 
brother. Answer the questions below. Don't worry about every word; just 
try to get the gist. Note: ...b..:i..o (mat�af) = museum; J..4.S (funduq) = hotel. 
1 What's Zaynab's brother called? 
2 Where is Zaynab on holiday? 
3 What's the weather like? 
4 Where did Zaynab go yesterday morning? 
5 What kind of food did they eat? 
6 Where did Zaynab go after eating? 
7 What did Nadir and the boys do? 
8 What does Zaynab ask at the end of the postcard? 

,� I li · · ·� _ -r:� 
. � J L.;I . . L.; I  reLl � u.J o . � _ 

J.-; L;. � I  .JJ)J}J IJ .-;JL.; � 
-k..,J J!  �� v-I �j '��J 

.l)L;.l:  � � LlfIJ �� I 
v-GJ � J !  �j et.Jj � 

. v�1 J !  I�.-; JJ)J}JIJ .-;JL.; 
� � r� IjL r�IJ 

r � 1JU  l) 

Past verbs in the plural 

n .. ... � .... ..,.,... _� ., • ..... .. . .... ... ... ' --
.. ""' ,. _  ..... * """"" ••• � . 

'" I "1 1 ,....:.a.., �.-; L.: to �-= L ' '-.,.;_ .... 

The postcard above contains several examples of verbs in the plural: 

.�J,4.I1 .b..u j �1 �j We went to the centre of town. 1 
(dhahabna ila wasat i l-madTna.) 

. ' uu .... kA • �j � . " r- � 
(akalna fT mattam yabanT.) 

.��I �l l�J 
(rajatO i la I-funduq.) 

�4� � � JA  
(hal katabtum IT khitaban?) 

We ate in a Japanese restaurant. 

They returned to the hotel. 

Did you (pl.) write me a letter? 
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Example Ending Subject 
, , < 

I studied ��J (-tu) � I �I 
you (m.) wrote ;-,.��< 

< 

(-ta) � you (m.) �I 
you (f.) went :-!.�/�J < 

(-ti) P you (f.) �I 
he returned �� / , (-a) -=- he .JA 

she ate �-:I<i (-at) � she � 
we opened \ ',:" Ya (-na) � we � 

you (pi.) did f. ;"rti . , , < 

(-tum) � you (pi.) �I 
they went out * I�;:'" (-0) *1", 

, 
they � 

·The alif is a spelling convention and is not pronounced. 

Exercise 10 
Zaynab has now moved on to Paris and has sent this postcard to her 
friend, Sara. Fill in the gaps in her message. 

Structure notes 

Numbers 

, .;� L  __ _ 

� r __ 

. -- ..) :'  � v-A-hJ I..) 
.j ----,,.j d � J !  �� v--i 

� . -k..,..) � �..) � viJ..) �I J !  - L;i __ 

.�I J!  JJJ..).:!JI..) __ 

r __ _ � �  vLo r�L 
. .  

�� � 

The numbers 20, 30, 40, etc. have the same endings as the sound masculine 
plural: they end in uJ -On in the nominative, and U:! -Tn in the accusative and 
genitive. Only in more formal Standard Arabic are the nominative numbers 
generally used. The -Tn pronunciation is more practical for a learner to use. 
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_ g Conversation 

Talking about a vacation 
Imagine you are Zaynab and have just come back from your vacation 
in London and Paris. A friend has rung to ask you about your trip. 
Review the information in the postcard from London on page 1 77, 
and then play the role of Zaynab in the telephone conversation on the 
recording. 

Vocabulary in Unit 13 

(�) � 
(�) � 

, 
" (�) � 

(J,,�) il';J 
( b ) , , J . .) J7..) 
( �) " J 

' ,' � ( k) " J 
" � (.)�) � 

(cL:-:.» �-> 
(JlyJ) Jb 

(tulba, tulab) box/tin/packet 

( Iutba, lutab) toy/game 

(tu�fa, tu�af) masterpiece/artefact 

(dawla, duwal) nation/state 

(rajul, rijal) man 

(jabal, j ibal) mountain 

(jamal, j imal) camel 

(ba�r, bi�ar) sea 

(rTt:l, riya�) wind 

(�al, a�wal) state/condition 

�I (at-taqs) the weather 

j 

�.;I..rJ1 ��J (darajat al-�arara) temperature ('degree of heat') 

� b (�arr) hot 

J�'o (muttadil) mild/moderate 

...I.) � (barid) cold 

� (�a�w) clear/fine 

< l.i.  � (gha'im) cloudy/overcast 
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" , 
�j:� / i.?j:� - \ �, '>; , 

t..F - , e:.c 

Unit 7 3  

� 
�1!lJG.. / dlG.. � 

(t.aZTZT/ t.azTzatT) Dear . . .  (starting a letter) 

(mat.a ta�iyyatT) Best wishes (finishing a letter) 

(kayfa) how 

(kayf �alak/�al ik) How are you? (mase/fem.) 
. -, g""" 0 

, .  J..w 
� �i 
� WI 

(mat�af) museum 

(funduq) hotel 

(a�ad t.ashar) eleven 

(ithna t.ashar) twelve 

� �)U (thalathat t.ashar) thirteen 

� �) (arbat.at t.ashar) fourteen 

� � (khamsat t.ashar) fifteen 

� ;; l�co (sittat t.ashar) sixteen 

� � (sabt.at t.ashar) seventeen 

� � W (thamanyat t.ashar) eighteen 

..) �,;. ;; � co";; (tist.at t.ashar) nineteen 
. 

�� (t,ishrTn) twenty 

�)U (thalathTn) thirty 
. i �..) (arbatTn) forty 

, 
� (khamsTn) fifty 

� 
� (sittTn) sixty 

� (sabtTn) seventy , 
" W  � (thamanTn) eighty 

� (tistTn) ninety 

:iJ1.o (mi'a) a hundred 

� (�ifr) zero 
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Days of the week t�'jl �41 , Listen to the recording and look at the days of the week: 

o � �I �� 
��I �� 

o ..., 0 0 ..... . . :''j l �, �� 
, , 

�lj�1 �� 
.... � 0 ..... 

��J'jl �� , u,�o;1I �� 
, , 4,o?II �� 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Tip: It is possible to shorten the days of the week, omitting the word f'� 
(yawm, day) to make �I (as-sabt, Saturday), etc. 

Listen to these sentences: 
, , , � . �\j)W1 f"� � ��.) �I f"� 

(yawm i l-arbata' batda yawm ath-thu latha') 

.�LnW I f"� J;g �� I f"� 
(yawm il-ithnayn qabla yawm ath-thu latha') 

Wednesday is after Tuesday. 

Monday is before Tuesday. 

(qabla) J..!.i before 

(batda) � after 

1 8 1  
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Exercise 1 
Fill in the gaps and draw the lines, as in the example: 

Friday 

Tuesday 

Thursday 

Sunday 

Wednesday 

Saturday 

Monday 

Exercise 2 
Now complete these sentences, as in the example: 

-.��J�I �� -- u·�o;1I �� 
·UO!-·!�� I �� __ � �I �� 

- , 

.��J�I �� -- �tj�1 �� 
o � 

--- � U!",It __ _ 

Make four more similar sentences of your own. 

Arabic words in English 

Unit 7 4  

In  Unit 10  you met some English words that have been adopted into 
Arabic. There are also a number of words that have come the other way, 
usually making their way into English via Arabic literature and science 
or from contact, through trade for example, between Arabic speakers 
and Europeans. 
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You have already met the word uW (qutn), from which we get our word 
'cotton', and the word � (jama l), from which we get our word 'camel'. 

Exercise 3 
Here are some more English words derived from Arabic. See whether you 
can match them to the Arabic words on the right. 

algebra 

emir, prince 

saffron 

alkali 

vizier, minister 

tamarind 

alcohol 

* Literally, 'Indian dates'. 

Plural pattern 5 

, J�1 
�,jJ �1 

*'l� � �i 
�1 

D Here are two of the words from Exercise 3 .  Listen and repeat them with 
their plurals several times until you can recognise and repeat the 
pattern. 

Plural 

(wuzara') �1,;jJ 
, t 

(umara') � 1j-41 

Pattern 5 

" JI 

Singular 

(wazTr) �jJ minister 

prince 

This plural pattern is used for most words referring to male humans 
which have the pattern � (faE:!l) in the singular. It cannot be used for 
words that are not male humans. 
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" Exercise 4 , . 
Listen to these words, pausing after each one. (They can all be made 
plural by using pattern 5 . )  Say the plural, following the same pattern, 
and then release the pause button to check your answer. 

� ambassador 

�J president/head (of) 

�j leader 

�j agent 

Repeat this exercise until you are confident of the pattern. Then read 
the box below and then write down the plurals. 

Hamza as a root letter 

Notice that ..>:� . ...f and �� both have hamza as one of their root 
letters. 
In the case of ..>;!-Oi, hamza is the first root letter; and in the case of 
��, the second root letter. 
The fact that hamza is one of the root letters makes no difference to 
the patterns except that how the hamza is written may change. At the 
beginning of a word, hamza is written on an al if, but in the middle or 
at the end of a word you may also find it sitting on a ya' (with no 
dots), on a waw, or by itself on the line: 

�..) (ra'Ts) 

"L...j..) (ru'asa') 
Hamza is l isted in the dictionary un(jer al if. So for �..) (ra'Ts) you 
would look under (.)"1..), and for ..>;!-Oi under y>1. 

The feminine 
Note that a female minister, ambassador, etc. will have a ta' marbO�a 
in the Singular, with the plural made by using the sound feminine 
plural (-at): 
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Plural 

(amTrat) ul�i 
(wazTrat) ul�jJ 

Exercise 5 

Singular 

(amTra) ��i 
(wazTra) � �jJ 

princess 

(female) minister 

1 85 

Write out the feminine singulars and plurals for the words in Exercise 4.  

fit.ala nouns 

Words with the � (fa(!l) pattern referring to male people can usually 
be made into general nouns from the same root letters using the 
pattern U� (fit.ala), for example � (wazTr, minister) is changed to 
� .. /)" (wizara, ministry). 

Exercise 6 
Complete the table below, as in the example: 

Meaning General noun Root letters 

ministry 

embassy 

emirate 

agency 

leadership 

presidency/chair 
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Unit 74 What did the President do last week? ��WI t�YI � �",.JI JU Ij� This Is the Pcesident's schedule shOWing What he did last week. Initially, 

have a quick look at the schedule and the wo,d list OPposite and see 
whethe, you can identify some of the things the P,esident did each day. 

�A iJr .., �.HI�p 4,.;J1 .", .... Jr - . 

-

· · · · · · · · ·  .. · .. · · ·  .. · .. �·Ji·i · .. · · ·::� · · · · ·  . . . . . . . . . . ..... . . . . . . . .  "j . . .  ::.��)\ . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .. . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

� ) .r J' 
j L;�y.l\ �� �I Y�\ " . � -

· · · ·· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·�·i· 

�WI LHkJ�1I " " 

. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

. � J �yJ-��I ���r ·�)S\T'�\ � 
..... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·i· 

.. 
� .\� t' t L.:::o:- J � .P" � \ • La.:-.J:ill �IJ WI�..rJ1 �I ��IJ .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �i:�: �J*.5 �. _ . ;. 'I 
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(ijtimat (mata» (�) t�! meeting (with) 

(iftita�) tl i:9! opening (ceremony) 

(mat!a<;l) �� exhibition 

(mu'tamar) "rU jA conference 

-

(jalsa) � session 

-

(jalsat tamal) � � working session, workshop 

(�izb/a�zab) �lj.=I.i / �� party/parties (political) J 
Now find Saturday (�I) and Sunday ( J.:>,.  \11) in the schedule. 

� Listen to a reporter asking the President's press agent about what he 
did on these days. 

4..rJ1 ��I �.:z � 
. I� 

���I �)I J);.�,! dl�  �-' t::.� � j 
� �:. .... o , .... .. ... . y.rJ 1 �.;J.JJ 1-", j.o .r4> 

i>!. �)I j...J I �l.o 
� �I 
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Look at these sentence tables. You can use these to make different 
sentences about what the President did last week by choosing one word 
from each column (reading from right to left) . 

..... 

. . .  C::" Ld ..... ,:i..::.. 1 <)1 � � 
with . . .  the President convened 

� 

.. .  J � �  � 
for . . .  attended 

I�y 
. 

. . .  c} L.o� 
in . . .  

. 
b�1 

�)Il * �I 
in his office the President received 

�I c} �I 
in the palace 

"This type of verb �ill be covered in more detail in Unit 19. 
I 

Word order 

, 

J 

You may have noticed that the verb usually comes first in Arabic sentences, 
before the subject or the rest of the sentence: G:.41 .)-',j..,J1 J.ic 
(taqada al-wazTr ijtimatan, literally 'convened the minister a meeting'); 
Uy;J1 �,j � (fata�at zaynab al-khizana, 'opened Zaynab the safe'). 
This is in contrast to English where we always put the verb after the 
subject: The minister convened a meeting; Zaynab opened the safe. 
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Arabic order: 

3 rest of sentence 

English order: 

I 

The minister convened a meeting with . . .  1 1 SU� I 2 V!'b 

However, Arabic word order is more flexible than English and you 
sometimes find the verb and the subject the other way around. This is 
especially true of less formal Arabic as it reflects what happens in spoken 
dialects where the verb usually comes after the subject. For the moment, 
it is easier to stick to the more standard order above. 

Exercise 7 
Looking at the President's schedule on page 186, complete the questions 
and answers for Monday and Tuesday. 

�u! ',1'11  

,G.� 

. I� 

��lj�1 

�.J ,G.� 

�I��I 

',;JI � 

� 

' ,;JI � 

� 

� 

Ijl.4 

t..:Ui1 ' r � 

�J 

'�I �I � , 

clJj 

Now make similar questions and answers for Wednesday and Thursday. 
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(!) The cabinet �I;'� I � 
�1,;jJ-l1 �J Prime Minister 

� 1,;jJ-l1 �J Y;Sw Deputy Prime Minister 

Li.lJ1 t 

Unit 7 4  

Defence Minister of . . . 

Jjj.'c.n. 
� 

J�'fl 
the Economy 

Agriculture 

Industry 
� 

f'! IUJI 
Education 

JJiJI 
Justice 

� WI 
� . J 

the Exterior 

the Interior 

Culture 

� . 4..,.,,011 
Health 
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Tip: Notice how Arabic puts al- ('the') before every department, whereas 
English only sometimes does. 

Listen a few times to the recording of the cabinet ministers, looking at page 
190. Then listen again without looking at the text. Pause the recording 
after each minister and check whether you can remember the meaning. 

Exercise 8 
Look at the newspaper headlines below. Decide which two people, or 
groups of people, are the subject of each headline. 

Now describe the headlines, using one of the three model sentences below: 

.u�4 � .uJ1 � ��I �I 
Prince Abdullah received the Ambassador of Pakistan . 

. ��.l.4.11 ��,) (:4 u.�1 �I �J-:!,)J u� 
The (fema/e) Minister of Education attended a meeting with teachers' 

leaders . 

. �I�I �..rll .,Jl �l.w.) J�I J-:!,)J � 
The Minister of Justice wrote a message to the Iraqi President. 
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Exercise 9 
The following article gives details about the visit of the British Minister of 
Defence to Saudi Arabia. It is typical of the kind of account that appears 
regularly in the Arabic newspapers. 

�� lr> (min janib) 
on the part of 

� L....o (musatid) 
aide/ assistant 

� UJ� 
(shu'un taskariyya) 
military affairs 

�I (as-sayyid) 
Mr 

r--------------------------------------------_ __ _ _  . , . � .. " , ' I � 1 , .;y � �i, I f ���, 'W�, �jj &t f ! �J �[..j � �'.11 1 . " _ I . .  ! , - � . u-o L · II , , r � · L . I � , : � .  u-o _J-'L � , � I ' . II I : , ' . ...,- � JJ"""' � ' i ..Li.c. .illj �J J�I t u..ul . ' ., i ' 1 . • - �JJ """"' , , ' lJ-"". � • I I • . . I ' : . <,.s'�I J:!..:uJI . . "'I ' : '.II . - oJ � � J : , � (S..l�1 -...uL.,. . ; I ' I : 
, - ' .  u-o � . , : ..lL L....... • . y..a.:::.. J , 
! � �"iIJ t u.ul J:!j.J ...... ;\. .. w • i ! 
! WJ:;..;wJ t u.wl -H� � L.u.  U .  I I � i : J t ..u .j-J-JJ ' , ' , .(S..l.=,. . w.c. . . 'I - : . - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ u � �I ' ------------------------------------_ _ 1 

First try to work out where and when the meeting took place. Then 
decide whether the following are true (v) or false (K), as in the example. 

� ·�4",J1 �l �l..b.:!�1 t LiJ-l1 �jJ yAj , 
o .�l..b.:!�1 �jJ-l1 � J:!A�I �I � 
o .�i P 4 !;<Q � �jJ-l1 J:!A�I �I � 
o .� I,;jJ-l1 �J � � J:!A �I t 
o ·u� �l �l..b.:!�1 �jJ-l1 �J JI !9; .. 81 � c 

o ''iJ�1 t LiJ-l1 �jJ � � J:!A �I "\ 
o ·tLiJ-l1 �jJ y:su � �y1i J:!A�I V 
o '��J ulJ:!Ai 'iJ�1 y:a4- 0A 4'1.1)," � A 
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Singular and plural verbs 

Look at these three sentences from the article in Exercise 9:  

. . .  �l..b.:!,;:U1 tuJ-l1 �jJ . . .  � ��I �I 

.� J ... I?, �l..b.:!,;:U1 �jJ-lIJ � � �I � 

�IJ .. . � ��IJ . . . �y1i ��1 . . .  J ... I?," � 
. l./� u� 

How many people are the subject of each sentence? 

- The first sentence has only one subject: � ..>:!-"  �I (Prince Hassan). 

- The second sentence has two subjects: J�.,r.JI ..r'..j�I.) � ..>:!-"  �I  
(Prince Hassan and the British minister). 

- The third sentence has three subjects: ... � ..>:!-"  �I.) ... dy:..i..>:!-" �I 
'?� uL.k �I.) (Prince Ashraf, Prince Mohammed and Mr Uthman 
Hamdi). 

All the verbs, however, are in the masculine singular. If a verb comes 
before its subject it will always be singular, even if the subject is plural. 
The verb will change according to whether the subject is masculine or 
feminine, but not according to whether it is singular or plural. 

Verbs that come after the subject will be Singular for a Singular subject 
and plural for a plural subject: 

plural verb 
after subject 

subject 
(masc. plural) 

Singular verb 
before subject 

The ministers received the French Ambassador and held a 
meeting . 
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Exercise 1 0  
Choose a verb from the box to fill each gap i n  the sentences, using the 
masculine, feminine, singular or plural as appropriate. You can use a 
verb more than once. The first sentence is an example. 

� uAj u.:iS .lk 
. . 

. 

�J JU � JSI 

� �J [� �� 

.� I �I �l �J 3}.iwJl UA � I�I -t.� , 

.�I �I tA � J ''''? �jJ-l1 y 

�l �L.aJ -- J '6 !iSa � �,rll t 
·t�J.l1 �jJ 

-- dJj .lJL.!J 'f'"' bolt � � J�,rll " 

v 
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Structure notes 

More about i<;Jafa 
Look at these two phrases: 

;;LJ�I �I the German Ambassador 
�LJi � the Ambassador of Germany 

7 95 

These are two different phrases expressing the same meaning. (The English 
translations are also different ways of expressing the same meaning.) 
The first phrase uses an adjective to describe the nationality of the 
ambassador. The adjective 'al-almanT' comes after the noun 'as-safTr' 
in Arabic, and both have the article 'al-' as the adjective describes a 
definite noun. 
The second phrase is an i<;iafa construction (two or more nouns 
together). Remember that only the last noun in an i<;iafa can have 
'al-' (although it does not have to). So, in the second phrase above, 
the word 'safTr' does not have 'al-', even though it means 'the 
ambassador'. 
If you want to use an adjective to describe an ic;Jafa, the adjective must 
come after the whole ic;Jafa. You cannot put an adjective in the middle 
of the nouns in an i<;iafa: 

JI>.!)'I �,) . .;;J I >.!:;,J the I ranian Minister of the Exterior 
You could also use an i<;iafa with three nouns that would have the 
same meaning as the above: 

ul>.!! �.>L.::... >.!:;,J the Minister of the Exterior of I ran 
Notice that the word kharijiyya doesn't have 'al- ' as it is no longer the 
last word in the i<;iafa. 
Optional exercise 

Look back at the headlines in Exercise 8. List a l l the examples of 
phrases using an adjective for national ities and those using just an 
i<;iafa. For example: 

ul:i.....S:� � the Ambassador of Pakistan (i<;iafa) 
l?�1 �,)I the Egyptian President (noun + adjective) 

Now reverse the form of the phrases, for example: 
;;l:i.....S:4J1 �I the Pakistani Ambassador 
� �.> the President of Egypt 
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o Vocabulary in Unit}4 
, 0 • 

t..J+'-'" 1 (usbOt) week 

(��i) �; (yawm, ayyam) day 

,_,o!�,,11 (�;) (yawm as-sabt) Saturday 

..b. �I (�;) (yawm al-a�ad) Sunday 

u�-:';)'I (�;) (yawm al-ithnayn) Monday 

�GJWI (�;) (yawm ath-thulatha') Tuesday 

��-.> �I (�;) (yawm a l-arbita') Wednesday 

�I (�;) (yawm al-khamTs) Thursday 

�I (�;) (yawm al-jumta) Friday 

� (batda) after 

� (qabla) before 

(� I���) J:!�� (wazTr, wuzara') minister 

(�I-.> I�,J) �-.> I�,J (wizara, wizarat) ministry 
"" ,  "" ..... 

(� I�i) J:!-4i (amTr, umara') emir, prince 

(�I-.>l.c!) ��l.ct (imara, imarat) emirate 

(� I�) � (safTr, sufara') ambassador 

(�I-.>�) �-.>� (sifara, sifarat) embassy 

(�L..��) �� (ra'Ts, ru'asa') president, head (of) 

(�L...u) t:...U-.> (ri'asa, ri'asat) presidency, chair 
/ / 

(���) �� (za(!m, zutama') leader 

(�l.clc.�) Llc.� (zitama, zitamat) leadership 

(���) �� (wakTt, wukala') agent 

(��LS,J) ULS,J (wi kala, wikalat) agency 
/ / 

(u,J��) �� (musatid, musatidOn) aide, assistant 

Unit 7 4  
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�� (na'ib) deputy 
/ � 0 ..... � I.).)yl � (majlis al-wuzara') the Cabinet (council of ministers) 

� (�uhr) noon , , �I � / I� (�uhran/batda I-�uhr) in the afternoon 

J.k (taqad) held/convened (meeting, wedding, etc.) 

� 

J���;,,� 
(�k\ ,,,]0 ... 0 t \ '"f ... � 

(�) L4 
(�'-)��) �� 
(w-O.)b) w-O� 
(���I\ �I 

, 'J (  , , 

(�a<:!ar) attended (meeting, etc.) 

(istaqbal) received, welcomed 

(ijtimab ijtimatat) meeting 

(jalsat (tamal» (working) session 

(mu'tamar, mU'tamarat) conference 

(matra<:!, matari<:!) exhibition 

(iftita�, iftita�at) opening (ceremony) 

t u;U1 (ad-difat) defence 
° 

..l�':l!1 (al-iqti�ad) the economy 

� .. d.).)J1 (az-zirata) agriculture 

��I (a�-�inata) industry 

�I (at-tat!Tm) education 

J�I (al-tadl) justice 

�� ... .)WI (al-kharijiyya) the exterior 

�I..JI (ad-dakhil iyya) the interior 

Uliill (ath-thaqafa) culture 

�I 
(�I�i) �� 
( " )  g ,  U'"'� U L.::.. 

�� 
� , 

(a�-�i��a) health 

(�izb, a�zab) (political) party 

(sha'n, shu'un) affair, matter 

(taskarT) military 



Review 

Exercise 1 
Fill in the missing figures and words in the table below. Remember to 
start with the right-hand column. 

r .  

V .  

I -

� . 

� o 

r t  
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. � I 
* .J 

. . U1'''� 

�W 

� "" J --
�)J �� 

-J -

I 
I , , 

, r  

, t 

, '\  

. 

� �I 

� Ujl 

- �� 
-- --

.. .... 0 .... 

4··.U 

-- --
-- --

� -

� 

�� 

, 

r 

t 

'\ 

V 

�Ij 
0 . (jjl W , 

�� 

4 :'.o� 

cLUl '� 

, , 
.;� 
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. '  Exercise 2 
Now write down the numbers you hear on the recording. The first is an 
example. 

� t , 
Exercise 3 
Can you finish these sequences of numbers? 

t 

t t � �  Y Y " 
t Y  � "  Y A  Y '  ' t  V 

, �  A 

Exercise 4 
The following is a newspaper 
extract about international aid. 
Firstly, look at the article and 
additional vocabulary and try to 
answer the questions on page 200 
in English. 

(dylb) �ylb (ta'ira (Wirat» 
plane ' 

� (balagh) reached 

J...:.,J (wa�al) arrived 

..:..L.:.y..o (matonat) aid 

� (naqal) carried 

u,),J (wazn) weight 
-

��I u,-:!),�I 
(al-walayat al-mutta�ida) 
the United States 

, 

il ... . .,.u. '" 
�, ..... , ., 

_ �jb�1 . �j'JI �I . �  
�yaJi ..:.t:...,Ali ..:.I';U. J..)C. tl:­
l"y.,.;-:..JI Jl ..:J......." t?I ��I." 
..:.t:.� u.li,.; b';U. , , r  ...,.....1 � 

: J \:Its: t:..b n ,  , l+>.:u tl:-
ulylbJl J..)C. 
0 \  
\'r 
" 
, . 
0 
r 

r 
r 
'\' 
'\' 

(J."JJI 
�J�I 

� 
�»Jl 

�I 
W 

Yl.?JI 
U'"'y 
� 

WLb... - -� LJLb...I 
L.S: -- '>'  

�� 
b�I ..:.�)'.,JI 

0t:.�1 

, 
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1 Where are the aid planes going? 
2 How many aid planes have been sent altogether? 
3 How many tonnes of aid have so far been sent? 
4 Which country has sent the most planes? 
5 Which western country has sent the most planes? 
6 Which newspaper reported this news item? 

Now look at the list of countries and answer these questions in Arabic. 
(Give short answers.) 

Remember: 

� 
3-10 

+ 

+ 

singular noun 

plural noun 

11 upwards + singular noun 

For 2 things, use the dual ending: Uu�l1I (2 planes) 

For 1 thing, use the Singular with no number: � �l1I (a/one 
plane) ' j 

�WLiJI � �jJ � dUA 

�WLiJI � �� JA 

�WLiJI � �Ij �J�I Lr.H y.A4 JA 
M I I  ::. .:sI L  ... < �,,--:!Jj-' .. I "',.,--- UQ r 

, 

t 

�YJ!?,!;I ��Ll= � V 

���Ll= ' t  � JA A 

���Ll= �j4� JA 0. 

���Ll= YJ� JA , . 
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Exercise 5 
So far you have met seven Arabic plural patterns: 

't .... .1 � ..... .J. 

l.>-:!/ u.J u."...,...;.,l.o ......- U"'.;.,l.o (un/Tn) 

't .... .J. -t ..... } ..::."L......;.,l.o ......- �.;.,l.o ..::.,, 1 (at) 
� • � Jl.jl ......- � JLUI (aftal) 

, 
"::"'..J-;H ......- � J� (futul) 

o....J )lS ......- � J� (fital) 
, 

/ , 
J.JJ ......- U.JJ � (futal) 

, 
� 1.;j.J ......- �';.J �� (futala') 

Copy out the table below the box and then, in the correct columns, write 
the plurals of these words you know, as in the example: 

. 
. L.t u 

ul �/UJ 
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Exercise 6 
Now make questions and answers for each picture, as in the example . 

. 

��" 
, 

��j�1 � L+1S � 
'�j�1 � �� J.j� cl� 



Review 

Exercise 7 
Match the items to the material from which they are made, as in the 
example: 

o , 

Go . � 
. 

J 

� � " ' '9;> 

Now request the items, like this: 

Exercise 8 

Complete this table: 

Meaning 

green 

white 

black 

red 

A I,og 0A ,� ��14 J.:!) 
I 'd like a wooden table, please. 

Feminine Masculine 

�f 
J�) 

Now choose a colour to fill each gap in the sentences on page 204. 

203 
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Remember: 

Always use the feminine singular for non-human plurals. 

.� �� � 
.�J-W-ll � 

---J ---J ---

" L � � . 
�J� 

�I 
, � l.4.b � J.? J 

, 

� 

� 

t 

Exercise 9 
Remind yourself of the verb in the past by reviewing the table on 
page 1 78. Then write the correct form of the verb in brackets to 
complete the story (note: ;';..JL->! firtOnT = pharaonic) . 

Remember: 

1 You do not need to write the pronoun, just the right form of 
the verb. 

Z The verb is singular when it is before the subject. 

�U,J �i (�j) ,�LJI t��1 � 
(�,J) ---,J ;;jAWI JL�LA JLJ�I ��,J 

.�L...o �I rY- I!lw 

,J G..� �� �I ((.?) .l::lo. 
� I rY-

------:� ,��I .b....,J � 4:>�I , b iJI J! (�j) 
-- d!j � .��j � G:,yu I!lw (�,J) 
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(�i) __ _ 

,4.-;W I�';" j.> L..., ......,.j �) ___ �'j/ f'� �� (�),J u�/ � (�) -- __ � u USJ,J 
, 

. ..  lJ)Uj/ f'� �� �/ (�J) --___ , /�i .Lio � , Exercise 10 
Usten to the intemew With the Ministe, of the Economy and fil! in the 

gaps in his dialy. Usten once Without w'iting and then again, pausing if 

necessQ:r�Y' 
____ 'T _

__ :-"1 _
_

__ I_ 
e�r 

�\ " t:�WI.;.ill1 "JJ:.I .,i�i.)I :�' 
. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . ..... = J:j /  

... ... .... . . .. . . . . ... .. . . .  .:.-;, .. .. . . ... . .. .. . .... . ... ..... ...... . .  . · . . . . · · .. :· · . . ... . · . . . . . . �i· . 
�\JjJ ..r: y 

.i-JJ � tJ.l1J\ y,;J\ �L...cl�\ �L;.�r 
.. . .. ... . . . .. . .. ... ... .. . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ....... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .......... <�\ .J.""�

\ 
--

J 
� ��\ �..H\ - � . 

. . . . . ...... . ... . . .. .... .. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . ··· · · · · .. �Cd�i·;.jJ / iJljjl J -

L 
*i-WI v .. h.JI (a/-mufattish a/-tamm) == the Inspector General 
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Now make eight questions using the diary on page 205 and as many of 
the question words below as you can. Two examples have been given for 
you. 

� JA (question marker) �0-:!1 where? \s:i.4 when? 

L � ljW why? ('for what?') 
-

� Iju what? 

��,).i.J1 J��I �1,;jJ �}4 j:!jJ-l1 � � 
�ip �tj�1 �� J..L1,;jJ1 �JljJ �1 �j IjW 

_ g Conversation 

Review 

You're going to take part in two conversations which review some of the 
conversational language connected to shopping. 
Below you wil l find some indicators as to what you want to buy. Prepare 
what you think you'll need to say. 

Conversation 1 
, 

• you'd l ike a bag (4h) 
• you'd prefer a leather bag 
• you like black, but you don't like blue 
• your budget is 40 pounds 

Conversation 2 

• you'd like half a kilo of apples 
• you'd prefer the red apples 
• you also want a box of figs 
• you want a plastic bag 

Now join in the conversations on the recording, speaking when 
prompted. You could also practise with a native speaker, another learner 
or a teacher, with one of you playing the part of the storekeeper. 



Review 

_ Vocabulary in Unit 15 

(�I-.>::'lLb) �-.>::'lLb (Wira, ta' irat) plane 

� (balagh) reached 

�� (wa�al) arrived 

(�L� ) �� (matona, matonat) aid/relief/help 

� (naqal) carried 

C:.,I,jJi) uj� (wazn, awzan) weight 
� ,  

��I �y �.,JI (al-walayat al-mutta�ida) the United States 

(�yl) �I.) (raya, rayat) flag/banner 

1:;. 1 ", 1  1 ... L..A.J (I imadha) why? 

J�� (firtOnT) pharaonic 

(�/ UJ) u�,;�' 0 (mufattish) inspector 

� '-' (tamm) general 

207 



Every day 

What's the time? �.u.L...a.J1 � (!) Look at the clocks and listen to the times on the recording:  

� �L..JI f Q) . �L..JI �L..JI 

� �L..J I f C9 . o�I)1 �L..J I 

� �L..JI f C9 . �WI �L..JI 

� �L..J I f C) . o�WI �L..J I 

208 
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(as-sata al-wa�ida) ';�I�I �L....U I one o'clock 

(as-sata ath-thanya) �liJl �L....UI two o'clock 

(as-sata ath-thalitha) ililiJl �L....U I three o'clock 

(as-sata al-khamisa) �G.Jl �L...Jl five o'clock 

(as-sata as-sadisa) �JL...Jl �L....U l six o'clock 

(as-sata as-sabita) �1..w.J1 �1..w.J1 seven o'clock 

(as-sata ath-thamina) �liJl �1..w.J1 eight o'clock 

(as-sata at-tasita) �UJI �1..w.J1 nine o'clock 

(as-sata al-tashira) ';�Wl �1..w.J1 ten o'clock 

(as-sata al-�adya tashara) ';� �JWl �L...Jl eleven o'clock 

(as-sata ath-thanya tashara) ';� �liJl �L....Ul twelve o'clock 

as-sata athanya/ath-thal itha, etc. literally means 'the second/third hour'. 
In spoken Arabic you will often hear the regular (cardinal) numbers 
used with time, for example as-sata ithnayn/thalatha, two/three o'clock. 

Tip: � L.... (sata) can also mean 'clock' or 'watch' as well as 'hour'. 

Exercise 1 
Say and write questions and answers for these times: 
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More about time 

(as-sata . . .  wan-ni�f) �IJ .. . .u.l.....&..J 1 half past . . .  
, 

(as-sata . . .  wath-thu lth) ,:...Ji.JIJ . . .  .u.L...U1 twenty past . . .  
, 

Unit 1 6  

(as-sata . . .  war-rubt) �,;JIJ . . .  .u.l.....&..J 1 quarter past . . .  

(as-sata . . .  i l i a  thulthan) I '; I� '1[ . . .  .u.l.....&..J 1 twenty to .. . 
(as-sata . . .  i l ia rubtan) �� '1[ . . . .u.l.....&..J 1 quarter to .. . 

Arabic uses the words ni�f, half, and rubb quarter, to describe 30 and 
15 minutes as English does. In addition, the word thulth, third, is used to 
describe 20 minutes (a third of an hour). 

8 Look at the following clocks and listen to the times on the recording: 

. �\.J A;JW\ �W\ 

Q 
. �)\.J �Ul.\ �W\ 

JiU' ''''''';-J i,r:WI  �l..J 1 0 
. �li � ?-.J 0..\>\) \  �W\ 

/ � 

• :iiiM� � &!.?-.J � �l :i..... �W\ �W\ 

G 
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Exercise 2 
Now say and write questions and answers for these times: 

'At' and 'on' 
Arabic doesn't have the equivalent of the English words 'at' or 'on' when 
talking about time. Days of the week and times are simply put directly 
after the event they describe: 

��I � When's the party? 
(mata I-�afla?) 

.ililiJl �L....JI �I �� �I The party's on Thursday 

(al-�afla yawm al-khamTs as-Sat a ath-thalitha) at three o'clock. 

D Exercise 3 
Salwa and her friend Nabil want to go to the cinema and they're discussing 
what films are showing. Listen and fill in the days and times below. 

Thursday showing 

times 

, Friday showing 

times 

Saturday showing 

times 

Arabic film American film French film 
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Every day � J-:! JS 8 Listen to what Mahmoud does every day (starting top right, page 213). 

�u ci-i wSJ.J '1� �4-j Y�.J 
o , 

8 
� . L..u '11 �WI �WI 
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� , 
i� JS' 

o 

. �WI �WI �� :;yJ- � 

, 0 , " 

0.A (,;.: rJ 
. �WI �WI �I 

o , � o ... 

�WI JUU11 JS'�.J 

. �I.J �WI 

LJ.u1 J! �i� 
. �";.J�� 
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��cS dO 
��I � I�I 
dinner lunch 

Unit 7 6  

@1J 
' 0 lkj�1 ..J � 

breakfast 

Means of transportation are preceded by J� (bil-, by [the] ) :  

, t " �L �.J-I.J 
• 

by bus 

o)l1J� 0 , . '  

�� 
by plane he goes 

t-� O)� . ..J� 
-by car 

S.6� lhAJL ..J " 
by train 

� "'" �I�..u� 
by bicycle 

He and she 

Look at these sentences, taken from the picture story. 

, 

.'J� ��j J� �� �� JS: 
(kul l yawm yashrab ma�mOd zujajat kOla) 

, 
L..1 . � J...WLi � "  1< 'Il u . �� �� V"" 

(kul l yawm tashrab fatima finjan shay) 

Every day Mahmoud 1 
drinks a bottle of cola. 

Every day Fatima drinks 
a cup of tea. J 
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Notice that the verb 'drinks' changes from )'Qshrab for Mahmoud ('he', 
huwa) to 1Qshrab for Fatima ('she', hiya): 

Similarly the verb 'goes' would change from "=,,",,l: ()'Qdhhab) to "=,,",,.:D 
(1Qdhhab): 

.�jjJ�4 �J.l4.Il �! .l� yAl:! 
(yadhhab ma�mOd ila I-madrasa bil-otobTs) 

.41J�4 �J.l4.Il �! �Li yA.:u 
(tadhhab fatima ila I-madrasa bid-darraja) 

Mahmoud goes to 
school by bus. 

Fatima goes to J 
school by bicycle. 

� Exercise 4 
Listen to what Mahmoud's sister, Fatima, does every day, and match 
the sentences to the times, as in the example. 

Now write a paragraph about what Fatima does every day. Use some of 
the words and phrases you know to join the sentences. Begin like this: 

, , 

. . . � ..,j. .•• :..:a..l1J �l..,.Jl �l..,.Jl � J �Li Jw.i.:i � � JS 
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Negative statements 

� Listen to the recording and look at the pictures and sentences below: 

Exercise 5 

I ��I � 
� 

+ present verb = present negative 

Make sentences for these pictures, following the models above. 



Every day 

Asking questions about every day � Listen to Mahmoud's and Fatima's teachers asking them about their 
everyday routines. 

< . �  

. ��J)'� ��I 
. � 

. )'� ��j y:";1 

, ��.J'i� ��i )' 

. �G..u� ��i 

� 

, 0 ; 

� b� �I 0-" �� I.?' 
� �.J..ul J! �1 \'!j�s-.., 

'" , 0 ; " 

0-" �� I.?' ' �I.J 
� b� �1 

2 1 7  
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Present tense 

In this unit you have met some verbs in the present tense, used when 
talking about what happens routinely or what is happening now. In the 
past tense, endings are added after the root letters to show the subject. 
The present tense is mainly formed by adding prefixes before the root, 
although there are sometimes also endings. 

Here is an example of a present verb, using the verb 'drink'. The 
prefixes and endings around the root are underlined. 

I drink 

you (mase.) drink 

you (fem.) drink 

he drinks 

she drinks 

we drink 

you (pl.) drink 

they drink 

(Qshrab) ,,:,�i 

(rnshrab) ":'� 
(rnshrablna) �� 

(tQshrab) ":'� 
(rnshrab) ":'� 
(nashrab) ,,:,.:,...1i 

(rnshrabuna) Uj-!� 
(tQshrabuna) Uj-!� 

'She' and the three words for 'you' all start with ta- in the present 
tense. The feminine 'you' ends in -Ina and the plural 'you' and 'they' end 
in -una. (In spoken dialects these endings are often shortened to -I and -u.) 

Note that when two al ifs combine in Arabic, they are written as one 
with a wavy madda sign above, pronounced a. For example: 

Exercise 6 

I eat (akul) [ JSi + i ] JSf � 
Think of three more questions and answers each for Mahmoud and 
Fatima, following the examples on page 217. 

Exercise 7 
Now talk about what you do everyday. First, think about your daily routine. 
What time do you have a wash? Have your breakfast? Leave the house in 
the morning? How do you travel? Return from work, university (�� 
jam ita) or school? Have dinner? What do you drink in the evening? 



Every day 

Then write a paragraph about what you do every day. Start like this: 

Education � 1 
� At school �J�I � 

Look at the different subjects and listen to the recording. 

r;� 1 °  

®Jb� 
���I 

� =\:f+\{ 
u��)1 

�)I 
Take care to distinguish between the similar words used for sport and 
mathematics/ arithmetic: 

sport = �l:.)1 (ar-riya<;la) 
mathematics/arithmetic = u�l:.)1 (ar-riya<;liyyat) 

2 7 9  
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Look at the timetable and try to remember the names o f  the subjects. 

�I .,�..))l1 .,\j)W1 �)l1 »-)II �I 

� &dl�� �=�+1 P P ���;J !if r� 
�=�+1 � ®Ib� &dl�� �=�+1 &dl�� 

�t:":] 
./ j:.'� 

� 

/ f � � �. � " � 
.: ;" . [\� 

Et What does the class study? Listen to the headteacher asking the class 
teacher what her class studies on Saturday morning: 

�WI �WI 0-" �JWI IJ"'�,l; 
o;ZWI �WI J;. �I.J 
J;. d!j � �rll IJ"'JJj.J 

. o� �WI �WI 
r>.! �;.�� I jL. 

! b.� �1 
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(min . . .  hatta . . .  ) . . .  � . . .  ()A from . . .  until . . .  

Exercise 8 

22 7 

Look at the school timetable and make up more questions and answers 
between the parent and the teacher for the following: 

Exercise 9 

Ip �1j�1 �� 

G.u....o �1j�1 . �� 

Ip ' ' :'�I w:-u �� 

G.U""O �I . " �� 

Ip �I �� 

Ip ��I �� 

G.� ��I �� 

� 

r 
t 

0 

� 

V 

Now complete this paragraph about the children's school day. (Remember: 
use a singular verb before a plural subject, a plural verb after a plural 
subject.) 

.�I..I.iJ1 d..Jj �J 
---- ----
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At university �4J1 ,.,; 
Here is some more useful vocabulary for talking about university life: 

(mu�a<;lara) ��� lecture 
. ' 

(kul l iya) � faculty/college 

(maktaba) � library 
l 

(ustadh) j�1 professor 
, , 

(at-tibb) ybJl medicine 

(al-handasa) .L...,�I engineering 
, 

(al-�uqOq) �jb.JI law 

Exercise 10 
listen to Hisham talking about a typical day at university. Make notes in 
English about the following: 

• the name of his university • his degree subject • his daily routine. 

Vocabulary learning 

The middle vowel of the present tense changes from one verb to the next: 

�� 
�� 
� 

(yashrgb) drinks 

(yakhruj) goes out 

(yaghsll) washes 

There is no automatic way of knowing which is the middle vowel, but the 
dictionary will show the present tense vowel separately: 

� gaaala(!)(gll8l) to wash ('-:' ., • B.O., s.th. 

with) ,  launder ('-:' • s.th. with) ; to 
cleanse, clean (. s.th., e.g., the teeth) ; 

to purge, cleanse, olear, wash (. s.th., 

. �  of) : to WIlRh ( .  �.o"A.;nRt. Q t.h \ T T  t.n 

It is best to learn the past and present verbs together. If you are using the 
card system, write the middle vowel on the present verb: 

to t.Uash 



Every day 

Structure notes 

Present tense 
Those parts of the present tense that do not have a suffix (extra letters on 
the end) end with a <;iamma (u), but this is generally only pronounced in 
more formal Arabic. The present verb with its full endings would be: 

I drink 

you (mosc.). drink 

(gshraby) ��I 
(illshraby) �� 

you (fem.) drink 

he drinks 

she drinks 

we drink 

you (pi.) drink 

they drink 

(tashrabTna) �� 
(tQshraby) �� 
(illshraby) �� 
(nashraby) �� 

(illshrabOna) U�� 
(tQshrabOna) U�� 

� Vocabulary in Unit 16 

(.,:.,�L..) �L.. (sata, satat) hour/watch/clock 

(J;iUJ) ;; 919J (daqTqa, daqa'iq) minute 

� 
. ,  

.:.Jj 
. , 

t-U 
'" ' 
JS 

r� Js 
l..W1 .; 

y 

� I� 

(n i�f) half (a/so 30 minutes) 

(thulth) third (a/so 20 minutes) 

(rube) quarter (a/so 15 minutes) 

(kul l) every/all 

(kull yawm) every day 

(ift;ar) breakfast 

(ghada') lunch 

� \ �,;. (tasha') dinner/supper 
, (.,:.,l) �;:;,Ji (OtObTs, QtObTsat) bus 

(.,:.,I.;l.b;Q) .;l.b;Q (qitar, qita rat) train 

223 
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, 0 ,  I,J"'')�/ I,J"'.)J (daras/yadrus) to study 

�/ � (ghasal/yaghsil) to wash 

� / � (Iabis/yalbas) to wear/put on 

(�,;...,,) �J (wajh, wujOh) face 

(I,J"'''��) I,J"'�J (dars, durOs) lesson/class 

� (tat!Tm) education 

�L�I (ar-riya<;la) sport 

. G31 �...) (at-tarikh) history 

Unit 1 6  

:i� i.!..J1 �..;iJ1 (at-tarbTyya ad-dTnTyya) religious education 

�I�I (al-jughrafiya) geography 

��I (al-kTmiya') chemistry 

�.yJ1 (al-mOsTqa) music 

�)I (ar-rasm) drawing/art 

��I (al-tarabTyya) Arabic (language) 

��)'I (al-injiITzTyya) English (language) 

.::" \ �,;., y.)1 (ar-riya<;liyyat) mathematics 

(.::,, 1 )  ;;;.;� (mu�a<;lara, mu�a<;larat) lecture 
� J  oj, J  (.::,,�) � (kul l iya, ku l l iyat) faculty/college 

(.::,,� ) � (maktaba, maktabat) library 
, j l.:i....,i (ustadh) professor 

�I (aHibb) medicine 

��I (al-handasa) engineering 
, 

J�I (al-�uqOq) law 

� (�atta) until 



Eating and 
drinking 

At the grocer's JI ?": 1 1 � !) Look at the pictures and list�n to the recording: 

0 '  

�j I 

A r;goJi ' 
225 
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Exercise 1 
Here are some more things you might buy in a grocer's shop. The Arabic 
is very similar to the English. Can you match them? 

biscuits 

shampoo 

rice 

cake 

sugar 

macaroni 

Describing packaging 

; , 

oLJfo 

Wa � 

U-:!� 

Here are some useful words to describe food packaging. 

, �G.. ' . .  ..) (zujaja) bottle 
- . i '4J+1 (anbOba) tube 

, 
� (tu 1ba) box/packet/tin/ carton 

� (kTS) bag/sack 

(qi�ta) piece 
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, Now listen to these examples: 

~ 
�o . o 0 o 

These are i<;Jafa phrases, so the ta' marbOta will be pronounced if the first 
word is feminine: zujajQ1 zayt (a bottle of oil); tu1bQ1 baskawTt (a packet of 
biscuits), etc. 

Exercise 2 
Write the words in the box in one of the columns, as in the example. 
(There may be more than one correct answer.) 

Jli:i ...H � 

J.!.....i.ll -_ l..9� 

�WJl u� 

�Jfi.o 

'ifi 

�l.o 

� 

U:J 

4 

.;&.u 
'" , 
� 
.,. 

C U:; 

u ' I..." 
. " 

� . -
£?� 

�Wo 

.:,) 

�� . . . J 
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� Listen to a customer buying some provisions. 

- -
�I t � (�aba� al-khayr) 

-
,;.,,:ul t � (�aba� an-nOr) 

- -
�I �� (masa' al-khayr) 

-
,;.,,:ul �� (masa' an-nOr) 

.i4�1 tA (mata salama) 
, - , 

good morning 

good morning (reply) 

good afternoon/evening 

good afternoon/evening (reply) 

goodbye 

� .uJ1 (allah yusal l imak(-ik)) goodbye (reply to man/woman) 

�i (attinT) give me 
:;; " :;; ... 

� / � (tafa<;i<;ial/tafa<;i<;iaIT) here you are (to man/woman) 

�..>41 � (ta�t amrak(-ik)) at your service (to man/ 

woman) 

the bill 
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Exercise 3 229 
Read the SPeech bUbbles and think about which oroe, they should be in, Cd�g 
� 
C)�J�� 
�f· . . I;g Q��j� 

� . .  ,� �rl
� �VAJJ� 

CD � Now Hsten to the dialogue on the ',",ording, and "'ite numbe" next to 

the bubbles in the correct order. The first is done for you.  

This newspaper II" 

In the restauranut�
========

i������1 advertisement 
appeared for the �l.:J (/ayalTna, 
'Our nights') 
restaurant: 

J:41.S complete 

�� serVice 

�) we welcome � delicious 

� only 

� restaurant 
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Exercise 4 
Look at the advertisement on page 229 and see how many of the details 
you can fill in on the form. 
Tip: �� (raqm) = number as in 'figure' (e.g. telephone number); 

J� (tadad) = number as in 'quantity' 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• ,t,t, •• -t..t,.t.A ·· �� 
:
.
. . .

. . . .
. .

. .
. . .  . L;JW � \ , � : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . � �, 

. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ���\ �) 
� L.!.AlI � . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . � r 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  �a...»\ � . 
� 

. .
. . . .

. .
. . .

.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . .... hJ. 

.. . . . .. .. .. . . . . .  

Words for places 

Many Arabic words for places begin with ma- (.:.), for example � 
(mattam, restaurant). These words are called nouns of place. The root 
letters connected with a particular activity are put into the pattern � 
(mafta l), or sometimes ili.o (maftala) or Jti.o (mafti l), to mean the 
place where the activity happens. The roof letters F (t-t -m) are 
connected with food, and so the noun of place, � (mattam, 'place of 
food'), has come to mean 'restaurant'. 

Here are some more nouns of place you have already met: 

.t......).lo4 'place of study', i.e. school, from root (,)"1,)..1 

� 'place of writing', i .e. office or desk, from root � 

� 'place of manufacture', i .e. factory, from root � 
� 'place for works of art', i .e .  museum, from root � 

� 'place of sitting', i .e .  council, from root � 
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�, The plurals of nouns of place are predictable. Listen to these plurals and 
repeat the pattern. 

(,)'oI-.!l� " - - . -

� "-<.o.IJ.lo4 
. 

�� � � 
. � -

C' � � 
�� � � 

�� � � 

Exercise 5 Dictionary work 
Using your existing knowledge and your dictionary, complete this table. 

Plural Noun of place Verb 
(meaning) (meaning) 

- -�� � �/� 
playing field/pitch/court to play 

��/�� 
( ) ( ) 

-

�.lo4 
( ) ( ) 

, 

��/�� 
( ) ( ) 

-

� 
( -) ( ) 

, 

�/F. 
( ) ( .) 

�/� 
( .) ( -) 

� 
( ) ( ) 
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Waiter !  !uj-W,)"? 4 � Listen to the dialogue between a customer and a waiter. The customer 
orders three courses and a drink. 

Listen once without looking at the text. Can you make out some of the 
dishes the customer wants? Then listen again, following the Arabic. 

!� 0A !uj-W,)"? 4 -

!� ­

· · ·�4 �l.4.b � �IJ -

.j.; �4 � cl.Ij �J 

�I.:'J�IJ .�� 4 .:lri � -
.� 0A J",4 c L£:j � �i -

�cl.Ij � �I L:U4J-b. I.:'� Jll ·.:lri � -

Exercise 6 
Put a tick next to 
the dishes the 
customer orders 
from the menu, as 
in the example. 

.�WI � �� I,)'I-:!i cl.Ij � �i .� -

·.:lri � -

'1) '-:?) Ii I) 

'1),-:?) iiI. 
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Exercise 7 
Here is the customer's bill. 
Look at the menu and fill 
in the prices. 

Exercise 8 
Now imagine this is your bill, 
with some of the prices and 
dishes missing. Referring to 
the menu again, complete 
this bill: 

tit g Conversation 

At the restaurant 

rrrr rrrrrrrrrrrr 

- �l..b dh\ w 
s 

- j)U4 � 
-- �� o»-:?' 

- \.Q.3 � 
t�1 

- ; n · �� + 

��� t�1 

rrrr rrrrrrrrrrrr 
o ·  

-

-

Use your completed bil l from Exercise 8 and imagine that you are 
ordering this meal from the waiter. Prepare what you're going to say, 

233 

I using the dialogue on page 232 as a model, and then play the part of 
the customer on the recording. 
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In the kitchen � I .; 
We are now moving into the kitchen of the restaurant to see what the 
cook, Ahmed, has been doing today. 

Listen to the recording and look at the pictures. 

f f  I � � .,�" . JL:1�1 J.:i � . � I � .;D4 
<r:::=::7' 

� � . .' 1 ' )  
JI. "' .... 0 So-

. ��jl ()-I '� 1 __ 
. �I 6;b 

�O:f H' . .;.hL.J1 � ... ;:;; .... . ;..,\jUI � 

Forms of the verb 

The verbs � (na�af, cleaned), � (sakhkhan, heated), � (jahhaz, 
prepared) and (..r:..i (akhraj, took out) all follow a slightly different 
pattern from the verbs you already know. This is because they are forms 
of the verb. 

In English you can sometimes find verbs which are derived from the 
same word, but which have slightly different endings which affect the 
meaning, for example: 

liquefy 
liquidate 
liquidise 
Arabic takes this concept of manipulation much further. The root 

letters of a verb can be put into a number of patterns to give different, 
but connected, meanings. These patterns are called forms. 
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There are ten forms altogether, but the ninth is rare. The basic form of 
the verb is form I. This is the form you already know. For example: 

�/ � (ghasal/yaghsi l) to wash 

(.)IoJJ�/ (.)IoJJJ (daras/yadrus) to study 

The other verb forms fall into three groups that share characteristics: 

• Forms II, III and IV 

• Forms V and VI 

• Forms VII, VIII and X 

The verbs .....il;.:. (na??af), � (sakhkhan), � (jahhaz) and �.?i (akhraj) 
all fall into the first group of verb forms. 

Forms II, I I I  and IV 
In the past tense forms II, III and IV are formed as follows: 

• Form II: doubling the second root letter with a shadd a (..:.) : 

(fattal �) � (fatal) � 
• Form III : adding a long a after the first root letter: 

(fatal �Li) � (fatal) � 

• Form IV: adding a short a before the first root letter (and a sukOn over it): 

(aft a I �h � (fatal) � 

In the present tense, form II retains its shadda, form III its long a and 
form IV its sukOn, but all three forms are vowelled with a <;lamma (..:.) as 
the first vowel and a kasra (_) as the last. 

I 

Present, t..;L.;..J1 Past, �LJI 

(yufatt!l) �, � , 
Form II (fattal) J..U 

Form III (yufati l) J:'-� (fatal) �Li 

(yuftil) � , . .  
Form IV (aftal) J..UI 
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The different forms have various general meaning patterns connected 
with them. For example, forms II and IV often make an action transitive 
(Le. carrying out the action on someone/something else). So � 
(sakhan) means 'to be hot', but form II � (sakhkhan) means 'to make 
hot' or 'to he.at'. In a similar way, (..? (kharaj) means 'to go out', but 
form IV (..?I (akhraj) means 'to take out' or 'to eject'. 

Form III can have the meaning pattern of doing something with 
someone else. For example, � (katab) means 'to write', but �l5: 
(katab) means 'to write to someone else' or 'to correspond with'. 

These meaning patterns are a guide which can help you expand your 
vocabulary through your knowledge of root letters. However, sometimes 
the reason why a particular form is used for a particular meaning is not 
obvious or has become altered over time, and you need to remember the 
individual verb. 

The variations in the forms of the verb do not affect the endings and 
prefixes used to show the subject. These remain the same as those you 
have already learnt - see pages 156 and 218. The exception is that the 
first vowel of the present verb becomes 'u' in forms II, III and IV rather 
than 'a' in all the other forms: 

��I � JA Did you heat the bread? 
(hal sakhkhanta I-khubz?) (form II) 

. .),isl...b...J4 u�L.... We travelled by plane. 
(satarna biHa'ira) (form III) 

·J...J4jJl u� � � � Js Every day they take out the rubbish. 
(kull yawrn yukhrijOna z-zubala) (form IV) 

• - t 
.�W:a..a...J1 � .)J,.JWI �I I clean the table after dinner. 

(una�if al-rna'ida batda I-tasha') (form II) 

Forms of the verb in the dictionary 
Very few root letters can be put into all the forms of the verb. Generally, 
most roots have some forms in common circulation. 

If you look up a verb in Wehr's dictionary, you will find the forms 
referred to by Roman numerals. In the example entry for the root � 
on page 237, you can see that forms II and IV exist (although IV is not 
common). None of the other forms is used with this root. 
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.:/ 8a�Una u, salfana u and sal!:ina a (�;:.­
.. mlfUna, �l¢ sa!¢na, � .sul!:na) to be 
or become hot or warm ; to warm (up) ; 

to be feverish II to make hot, to heat, 

warm (� s.th.) IV = II 

Exercise 9 Dictionary work 

237 

Using your existing knowledge and your dictionary, complete this table 
as in the example. 

Meaning Present 
. - , 

to heat � 

Have you done it? �.Li..l.U JA 

Past 
. -

� 

Form Root 

I I  � 
I I I  � 
I I  � 

IV � 
II �J 

III .:.,� 

II (,)'JJJ 

t) The owner of the restaurant is now checking that Ahmed has done 
everything he's supposed to: 

• 

. � . �  
• 

. � . �  
· � 

. � . �  

� J��I � �  
� �I � � 

� o�UI ,: 4i �-, 
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Attached pronouns 
In English we say 'our house', putting the pronoun 'our' before the noun 
'house'. However, with a verb we use a different pronoun and we put it 
after the verb: 'he saw us'. The same is true of 'their dog' and 'I helped 
them', 'its door' and 'she cleaned it', etc. 

Arabic doesn't make this distinction. The same pronouns can be used 
with a verb or a noun, and they all come attached to the end of the 
word. For this reason, they are known as attached pronouns. You have 
already learnt these attached pronouns with nouns (see pages 60 and 
127). Now you can also use them with verbs. The one small difference is 
that the attached pronoun - i (my) becomes -ni when used with a verb: 

�u.s: (kitabI) my book 

,;J..j.j-ll IJ i ! 1'; i ",1 (istaqbalanI al-wazTr) the minister received me 

Remember that non-human plurals are treated as feminine singular: 

his/him, its/it (masculine singular) = � (-hu) 
her, it/its (feminine singular) = 4- (-ha) 
their/them (human plurals) = � (-hum) 
their/them (non-human plural) = 4- (-ha) - same as feminine singular 

Exercise 10 
Look at the tasks on page 234 that Ahmed should have completed, and 
write three more questions and answers between the owner and Ahmed, 
following the examples on page 237. 

Exercise 1 1  
Now change these sentences to use attached pronouns, as in the example . 

. j:!j.j-ll ,,� .� �I j:!j.j-ll � , 
'I.;II��I �l.4.£j � .. )-11 u'(!9i",1 � 

·4J�1 j:!jJ ��I �I Y' 

'J� I .!.l4-1J1 .\..4.btj u�J t 
.<\.wJJJ J� � �� JS: 0 

.� � �.rll Jk '\ 
.� J+i u� �;::. V 

.�L...4 �W:&JUI � �� Js A 
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He didn't do it � � D The next day the owner of the restaurant brings in Samir, a new cook, to 
replace Ahmed while he is on holiday. Look at the picture and listen 
to the recording: 

-
( 
\ 
• 

• 
• 

Past negative 

. - ...... , .. ... 
.. .  � .  

. i i  
· .. ·'i '" .-

.l6 1�,,'� � .. .  �4k11 � � 
.� � .. . ;;�WI ' "t6-.. 'J � 

Remember that a present verb is made negative by putting � (la) in 
front, of the verb: li..)4=l� �ji � (Ia adhhab bis-sayyara) I don't go by 
car/I'm not going by car. 

There are two ways of making a past verb negative: 

1.4 with past verb 

� with present verb 

. - - - " 
- UJ.:, 11 � 1.4 ] � . • • _ • _ He didn't wash the dishes. 

- UJ.:,11 t. .. � . ... 1 � . � ,  - J 
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� is more common in Modern Standard Arabic and lo is more common 
in spoken Arabic, but both are acceptable. 

It can seem confusing that the past negative can be made with � and 
a present verb, but you can draw analogies to English - we say 'He washed 
the dishes' but 'he didn't wash the dishes'. 

�en � is put in front of the present verb parts for �i (anti, you fern.), 
p:.1 (antum, you pI.) and � (hum, they), the verb loses the nOn on the 
end. An extra, silent al if is written after the final w?Jw. 

you (fern.) didn't mend + � 
- -

you (pl.) didn't mend ( lam tusal l i�O) I� � = u� + � 
- -

they didn't mend (lam yusal l i�O) I� � = u� + � 

Exercise 12 
Look back at the picture on page 239 and the sample sentences. Using 
the prompts below, make sentences about other tasks the replacement 
cook hasn't completed. You can use either � or lo, as in the example. 

J.J4�/t�i , 
.�,p.i 1.4 .J.J4j.J1 �,p.i 1.4 j.4-?� � .J.J4j.J1 t� � 

.:j�/� � 

Exercise 13 

�/� � 
J� �.;S/� f 

�/� o  

The owner rings up Samir to find out what he's done. Make up a 
conversation between them. You could start like this: 

<� Ij1.4 ��I # .� 4 �I t:4w:> -
.�� Js � .J�I t:4w:> -

��I � � ­
.�i � ,'1 . . . -
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Vocabulary in Unit 1 7  
J� (baqqal) grocer 

,,(,oJ'? (jubna) cheese 

� (!:laITb) milk 

� (bayc;l) eggs 

�...) (zayt) oil 

j..p. (khubz) bread 

- , ,j) (aruzz) rice 

� (sukkar) sugar 

4.:.J';;:"" (makarOna) macaroni 

�? (baskawTt) biscuits 

� (katk) cake 

�I J� (mas!:lOq al-ghasTl) washing powder 

ut..:...:.. �I u� (matJon al-asnan) toothpaste 

u;L..:. (�abOn) soap 
0 G.  

.J+4 

(�tJ) ��f 
(t4) � 

(.::. w:..) w:.. 

(shambO) shampoo 

(anbOba, anabTb) tube 

(qitta, qitat) piece 

(salata, salatat) salad 

�....§. L.>"':!I (ayis krTm) ice-cream 

(�..,.J) � (la!:lm, lu!:lOm) meat 

uY"'''?'- (garsOn) waiter 

(uL...�) L� (khidma, khidmat) service 

24 1 
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�\..S (kamil) complete 

.hli (faqat) only 
.. , 

� (shahTy) delicious 

( .  . LJ.) . LJ. u.Y"" . ( . (tabbakh, tabbakhOn) cook/chef 

Unit 1 7  

�I .. L.:... / (� (�aba�/masa' al-khayr) good morning/evening 

..)�I .. L.:... / (� (�aba�/masa' an-nOr) reply to above 

I!l.ri / I!l;"i � (ta�t amrak/-ik) at your service (to a man/woman) 

'-d' ,: ..:.�� / J �;., �; (tafa<;l<;lal/tafa<;l<;laIT) Here you are (take it, 
come in, etc.) (to a man/woman) 

� I;" 4 (ya madam) Madam 

IS \�;" 4 (ya sayyidT) Sir 

�i (attinT) give me 

�UI � (mata salama) goodbye 

� :UI (al lah yusal l imak/ik) reply to a man/woman 

(�u) )  �� (raqm, arqam) number (numeral) 

(..l l�i ) ..l� (tadad, atdad) number (quantity) 

('::'4�) ":-'� (�isab, �isabat) bill 

t� (majmot) total 
. 

� / � (�ajaz/ya�jiz) to book, reserve 

� / � (lat!b/yaltab) to play 

�� / �y:. (tara<;l/yae.ri<;l) to show/exhibit 

C;!b� / � (tabakh/yatbukh) to cook 

.:G..� / hi (akhadh/ya'khudh) to take 

� / � (�alla�/yu�al l i�) to mend 



Eating and drinking 

"- � .... 
. gt;\� / ......i1::U (na��af/yuna�if) to clean 

� / � (sakhkhan/yusakhkhin) to heat 

.); '?� / � (jahhaz/yujahhiz) to prepare 

(.� / (.;"'i (akhraj/yukhrij) to take out/eject 

U�.) (zuba la) rubbish 

(e-Lh..) � (matbakh, matabikh) kitchen 
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(��) � (mal tab, malatib) playing field/pitch/court 

(J::.. I..c...) �� (madkhal, madhakhil) entrance 

( � ) ' °0 '  
(.-! (.,?--O (��) � 
(J.... t.i..) ;; '(flo;, 0 

(makhraj, makharij) exit 

(masjid, masajid) mosque 

(maghsala, maghasil) laundry/launderette 



Comparing 
things 

The biggest in the world �WI .} ;.s�1 8 Look at the pictures and listen to the recording: 

. � 
J)'I �I o.a .}J.., 

• •  
. . .  ..k.,h ..0)I I.a 

� J)'I c/ . ..0)1 .:r 
. ;""'.J�I .) 

• •  . . .  ii!I �1 1.a .}J.., 
•• . AJ..,..0 1 .) � ii!I � 
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. �I 
(al-bint) 
the girl 

, 

.ydill 
(al-qa�r) 

the palace 

�->4,..J1 o� 
(hadhihi s-sayyara) 

this car 

.�->.wl 
(al-madrasa) 

the school 

.�"..JI 
(ad-dawla) 

the country 
, 

�WI 
(al-talam) 
the world 

0-0 
(min) 
than 

� 
(fT) 
in 

Comparatives and superlatives 
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TJjaf 
.. 

-JA 
(atwal) (huwa) 

taller he/it (is) 
, . �.ul r.,F' 

(aqdam) (hiya) 
older she/it (is) 

, • 

tyul 
(asrat) 
faster 

..J" Jjaf 
.. 

-JA 
(a twa I walad) (huwa) 

the tallest boy he/it (is) 
, 

, . � �.ul r.,F' 
(aqdam qa�r) (hiya) 
oldest palace she/it (is) 

�->4w t�f 
(asrat sayyara) 

fastest car 

Comparatives (taller, older, etc.) and superlatives (tallest, oldest, etc.) are 
formed in Arabic using the following pattern: 

J.:!� tall/long ---. root letters J/J/� ---. J�i taller/tallest 

r":!� old ---. root /etters r-/J/(j ---. r-�i older/oldest 

�� fast ---. root letters t/J/� ---. t�i faster/fastest 
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Comparatives do not usually change according to whether they are 
describing something masculine, feminine or plural. The pattern 
remains the same: 

. .uJ�1 � � ��i .jA It's the oldest palace in the country. 
(huwa aqdam qa�r fT d-dawla) 

.�,)�I � � J�i � She's the tallest girl in the school. 
(hiya atwal bint fT I-madrasa) 

.�  'J J '11 j:. 'J j.A 0A t:.,.wi � They're faster than these boys. 
(hum asrat min ha'ula'i I-awlad) 

If the second and third root letters of an adjective are the same, they 
are written together with a shadda (..::...) in the comparative. If the third 
root letter is waw or ya', this changes to al if maq�Ora (see tip on page 77) 
in the comparative: 

I � light -> root /eff", ,J/,J/i:. ->, : �f Iighterllightest J L � sweet --+ root letters J/J/r... --+ �I sweeter/sweetest 

Exercise 1 
Make these adjectives into comparatives, as in the examples. The first 
nine adjectives should be familiar; the last six are new. 

inexpensive/cheap �J , · 

a lot/many # , , 

good �Li , y 
rich � ' f  

-

poor � ' t  

important �u, ' 0  

(atwal) J�i - J.:!� , 
(akbar) �i - � y 
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Exercise 2 
Now choose one of the comparatives you formed in Exercise 1 to 
complete each sentence: .�WI � * (the Nile) �I 

.I J9J�i � �.l.4 ';,;A1..i.I1 � 

.�WI � (continent) .;).9 ___ �f � 

.yA�1 ().4 �I t 

·41�.l-I1 ().4 ___ ';.)�I 0 

At the car rental office ul.;l",�.w.J1 .)�I � � 
Bashir wants to rent a car and has gone to the car rental office to enquire. 
Before you listen to his conversation, first decide what comparisons you 
might need to make between different cars available (for example, 
price) . Then remind yourself of the Arabic adjectives and comparatives 
for these descriptions, for example, �.) (rakhT�)/�) (arkha�), 
inexpensive/more inexpensive. 
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� Exercise 3 
Listen once to the dialogue and see whether you can find out the 
following: 
1 For how long does Bashir want the car? 
2 When does he want the car rental to start? 
3 Would he prefer a large or a small car? 
4 What make and colour is the car he decides to rent? 
5 How much is the rental per day? 

Unit 7 8  

Listen for a second time and fill i n  the chart below, comparing the three 
cars that Bashir is offered. Note: �LL (ghalya) = expensive (fern.). 

f 
largest 

smallest 

fastest 

newest 

I cheapest 

most expensive 

Exercise 4 

Car 1 Car 2 Car 3 

Put the phrases in the order you heard them in the dialogue between 
Bashir and the car rental assistant. Then listen to check your answer . 

. . .  � ().4 'f'""'" 'il 0 
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Comparing past and present 

Fawzi and Fawzia have fallen on hard times. Look at the pictures of them 
now (0 �I, ai-an) and twenty years ago (� l>-'� .:4.0, mundhu t,ishrTn sana). 

� Now listen to the description and follow the text below . 

. . . ��I � �.) �i u� .I �): <?.)� u� � �� � 

.' g1' :.oJ � u '11 �J 
. . . ��I ��\tl � ;;";'0'0 �� �J') �� ,�LJI � 

4-l �J �� U '11 �J .. ·t.)UJI � �.)L:... ..>4i 4J u� 
. ��� :i..:;.. 1�� 4-l , �.)L:... 

� the past, �WI I he was rich \ � ",';. 0� 
..... '1! .... , ." 

she was an actress lli........ u:. � 
she had a car �.)4,... 4-l u� 

� � o.J u� 
he had a beautiful house 

.. now, u�1 

he is  rich � �  
... '11- '" , 

she is an actress lli........ � 
she has a car �.)L:... 4-l 

� � o.J 
he has a beautiful house 

Tip: Arabic expresses the concept of 'ago' using the word .:4.0 (mundhu) 
which literally means 'since' : � l>-'� .:4.0 (mundhu t,ishrTn sana, twenty 
years ago), U=-o.>:! .:4.0 (mundhu yawmayn, two days ago), etc. 
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lakin + attached pronoun 
If you want to follow the word uSJ (lakin, but) with a pronoun (huwa, hiya, 
ana, etc.), then you must use the attached pronouns (see pages 60 and 127). 
In addition, the pronunciation before the pronoun will become lakinn(a). 
For example: 

(Iakinnahu) <I.,j,SJ = (huwa) .JA + (lakin) USJ 
-

(Iakinnaha) � = (hiya) � + (lakin) USJ 

(lakinn!) ,)sJ = (ana) wi + (lakin) USJ 

Exercise 5 
Complete the following paragraphs about Fawzi and Fawzia, using the 
words in the box. (You may only use each word once.) 
... -

' l.$:  U 

--- 4.J Ul.$: .\��,; ,?j� �\;,, ' :. --- �� ---

-- .J .,).!C: u�I �.J ' -_ .h.....J .} .&.J � 

__ '("s....o U I .} 

� ,�QQ , .. � I  � � . .  < � ..... --- '�.J --- . .J o�.J ---
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) Now listen to Fawzi telling us about how things used to be: 

Was/were (kan) 

V!.p- .l.:..o . . • .;j'; l.i i 
t , 0 '  � , 0 '  

�I � . � � �  

. �..u.1 � �� 

25 7 

Many sentences do not need the verb 'to be' in the present. However, it is 
required in the past. The verb uL5: (kan) is used. 

kan is a little different from the other verbs you have met so far as it 
seems to have only two root letters. The root is actually ulJ/�, but the 
waw can change into a long or short vowel. In the past tense, the parts of 
the verb for huwa (he), hiya (she) and hum (they) have a long a in the 
middle, but the other parts of the verb have a short u. However, the 
endings indicating the subject are still the same as other verbs: 

I was (kuntu) ;".:.$ (wi) 
you (masc.) were (kunta) >.:.$ (�i) 
you (fern.) were (kunti) � (u:si) , , 
he was (kana) 0LS; (,A) 

she was (kanat) uiLS; (�) . ,  
we were (kunna) US; (�) 

you (pl.) were (kuntum) r ; ;< (�i) j they were (kanO) I;LS; (�) 

Tip: kan is an important verb to learn. Try covering one of the two columns 
and testing yourself until you can remember all the different parts. 
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When the information that follows the verb kan (the predicate) is a noun 
or adjective without ta ' marbOta, you need to add the additional a l if 
tanwTn (1\ see page 144 : 

.� '1� 0L.S: �WI ,.} In the past Fawzi was rich. 
(ff l-mac;lT kana fawzT ghanTyan) 

���J,.4 � JA Were you a teacher? 
(hal kunta mudarrisill}) 

Exercise 6 
Say and write the following in Arabic: 
1 Ahmed was a teacher in the past. 
2 The weather was hot yesterday. 
3 I was in the office on Saturday. 
4 The tree was taller than my house. 
S Where were you (pl.) at 9 o'clock? 
6 We were in the centre of town. 

Exercise 7 
Fill in the gaps in the sentences using the correct form of kan, as in the 
example: 

�i � 0'11 . .;� �J,.4 �L--rll ___ � � � t 

.�J�I ,.} �J,.4 
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Exercise 8 
Now join the sentences in Exercise 7 using USJJ (wa-Iakin), for example: 

, 

.� W�I �J � �.s; � w-a� � 
Can you make two or three comparisons in Arabic like this about your life 
now and in the past? 

Weak verbs 

Verbs like kan that have either waw (,) or ya' «.5) as one of the root letters 
are called weak verbs. This is because waw and-ya' are 'weak' letters that 
can be pronounced as consonants (w or y) or as vowels. 

Most irregularities in Arabic verbs are due to waw or ya' being one of 
the root letters, particularly the second or third root. The main 
consequence is that the root sound is often replaced by a long or short 
vowel, leaving only two obvious root consonants. 

The precise rules as to how weak verbs behave take time and practice 
to absorb. However, it is possible to follow some general principles. 

Hollow verbs 
Weak verbs with waw (,) or ya' «.5) as the second root letter are called 
hollow verbs since the middle root letter often disappears. kan is a hollow 
verb, as are many other common verbs. Their main charactistics are: 
In the past: 
- huwa, hiya and hum have a long a in the middle (d.LS: (k�nat), she was; 

I.JL� (b�tO), they sold) 
- the other parts of the verb have a short vowel in the middle: u if the 

middle root letter is waw (:-,',S (kyntu), I was); and i if the middle root is 
ya' (� (b1tna), we sold). 

In the present: 
- there is a long vowel in the middle: T if the middle root letter is ya' 

(..u-.J.:! (yazTd), it increases); and usually 0 if the middle root letter is 
waw ()J.) (azOr), I visit) . 

Defective verbs 
Weak verbs with waw (,) or ya' «.5) as the third root letter are called 
defective verbs. They are characterised by a long vowel at the end 
(�/..;:.:.o (masha/yamsh1), to walk; A/1.5..::.. (shakaJyashkO, to 
complain). 

In the past tense, this long vowel can change to ay or aw when an 
ending is added (:-'l�';' 0 (mashaytu), I walked; L:.fo (shakawna), we 
complained), 
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Weak verbs in the dictionary 

You will need to look up weak verbs using the root letters, 
induding waw (,) or ya' «(5). 

Unit 1 8  

I f  you see the past of a hollow verb written like this - .) lb  - or 
like this without vowels - u� - you will not be able to tell 
whether the middle root letter is waw or ya' .  You may have to 
look in the dictionary under both roots. When you find the 
correct root you will see an entry like this: 

( �) Jll. !(ira i (.JI� layartin) to fly ; to 

fly away, fly off, take to the wing; to 

hasten, hurry, rush, fly (JI to) ; to be 

in a state of commotion, be jubilant, 

exult, rejoice ; ...,.. Jll. to snatch away, 

Exercise 9 Dictionary work 

Here are some common weak verbs. Complete the table using your 
dictionary, as in the example: 

�I J�I 
Meaning Root 

to fly J/'1/1:, 

J/J/j 

tJl...A.oJl 
Present 

� 

' WI � 
Past 

J� __ J� 

__ �J 

__ Jlj 
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Forms of the verb: V and VI 

The second group of verbal forms comprises forms V and VI. 
In the past tense, forms V and VI look like forms I I  and II I  with ....:; (ta-) 

added on the front: 

Form V: 

Form VI: 

The present is similar to the past, with both tenses vowelled with fathas: 
, 

Present t..)�1 Past �LJI 
(tafattal) � 

(tafatal) �� 

Form V 

Form VI 

Many common verbs are form V, and, like form I, the meaning is often 
intransitive (something you do yourself rather than an action performed 
on someone/something else). In contrast, form VI often carries the 
meaning of doing something together, or as a group. 

to speak/talk (V) 

to learn (V) 

to remember (V) 

to cooperate (VI) 

to exchange (VI) 

to discuss/talk (VI) 

, , 

(ta�addath/yata�addath) .!J�/.!J� 

(tatal lam/yatatal lam) �/ � 
(tadhakkar/yatadhakkar) ..;S�/..;S� 

(tatawan/yatatawan) UJ�/ UJu..:i 

(tabadal/yatabadal) JJ4i-:!/ JJ4i 

(tanaqash/yatanaqash) �U0:4/ �u.:i 



256 Unit 1 8  

- -

��..".aJ1 �� J.4l Do you speak Arabic? 
(hal tata�addath al-arabTyya) 

�1"":"4.l.� �i Where did you learn it? 
(ayna tatallamtaha) 

.�I ��j ':I I don't remember your son. 
(Ia atadhakkar ibnak) 

. .; JljjJl � UJ� We are cooperating with the 
(natatawan mata I-wizara) ministry. 

Jl.5..i �I �� j.ll J.l4i 
.LU I�U:;J 

(tabadala zutama' al-afkar 
wa-tanaqashO matan) 

The leaders exchanged ideas 
and talked together. J 

Tip: Be careful not to confuse the additional ..:; (ta-) of forms V and VI 
with the present tense ..:; (ta-) prefix for 'you'. If appropriate you will need 
both, e.g. �.j:U (tatadhakkar, you remember). In fact, the present tense of 
forms V and VI can generally be recognised by the distinctive opening 
sounds tata-, nata-, yata-, etc. 

Exercise 10 

Put these sentences into the past, as  in the example . 

. ���I � - .���I � , 
.��I �i " 

�� �� j� J.4l Y' 
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Exercise 11  

Write a short letter to a friend telling him or her about a day trip you 
took yesterday to an historic town near you. Look back at page 180 to 
remind yourself of some useful general phrases for letter writing. Follow 
this plan for your letter: 
• open with some greetings 
• tell your friend where you were yesterday 
• ask your friend if he/she remembers this town 
• you were with your friends, Nadia and Anwar 
• you travelled by train because it's faster than the bus 
• the weather was very cold, but the town was beautiful 
• you visited the museum, but you didn't go to the market 
• you learnt about the history of the town 
• in the past, the museum was a palace (the oldest in the country) 
• you didn't eat in a restaurant, you took sandwiches (d :;.i.!,J�) 
This exercise is a chance for you to create your own letter. There's no 
definitive correct answer, but it is a good idea to show your letter to a 
teacher or an Arabic-speaking friend if possible. 

) Vocabulary in Unit 18 

�WI (al-ta1am) the world 

(d�U) ��U (qarra, qarrat) continent 

\.! g�j (afriqya) Africa 

�i (asya) Asia 

�I (an-nil) the Nile 

�� (sarit) fast 

� (�i lw) sweet/beautiful 
'" , 
� (ghaniy) rich 

� (faqir) poor 

�LA (hamm) important 
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�,) (rakhT�) inexpensive/cheap 

4...JLL ,JLL (ghalin, ghalya) expensive (masc, fern.) - . .;SI ,� (kathTr, akthar) many/a lot, more/most 

�I ,�u (fa<;li l , af<;lal) good, better/best 

dj� . ..J1 ,)�I (isti ' jar as-sayyarat) car rental 

C:",J ';'0'0) J;'o'o (mumaththil, mumaththilun) actor 

(�)l;'o'o) ;j ,;'0'0 (mumaththila, mumaththilat) actress 

�LJI (al-ma<;lT) the past 
'. , � (mundhu) since 

(d�) 4.i:. (sana, sanawat) year 

4..i.... U:!� � (mundhu t!shrTn sana) 20 years ago 

��I (al-yawm) today 

U �I  (ai-an) now 

(d ;;'i:!,J�) �..,J� (sandawTtsh, sandawTtshat) sandwich 

(,)�I) ;;fo (fikra, afkar) idea/thought 

u� / uLS (kan/yakun) to be 

� / ,)l..1. (tar/yatTr) to fly 

� / t � (bat! yabTe) to sell 

J� / Ju (qal/yaqul) to say 

,),J..J.:! / )j (zar/yazur) to visit 

..1� / ..1LL (tad/yatud) to go back/return 

Unit 7 8  

..l.::!� / ..1lj (zad/yazTd) to increase/go up (in price, etc.) 

",;;' o� / � (masha/yamshT) to walk 

'-E"� / c.s-"� (rama!yarmT) to throw 
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'?� / I.S.R. (jara!yajrT) to run 

.A / � (shaka/yashku) to complain 

..JL� / LL� (data!yadtu) to call 

� �\',> �� / �� (ta�addath/yata�addath) to speak/talk 

�� / � (tatallam/yatata l lam) to learn 

.fi� / .fii; (tadhakkar/yatadhakkar) to remember 

. '� / . ' l.,..:i u,J - u,J 

J�� / J�� 

�� / �� 

(tatawan, yatatawan) to cooperate 

(tabadal, yatabadal) to exchange (views, etc.) 

(tanaqash, yatanaqash) to discuss 
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i9 Future plans 

.. - p. 

Months of the year ii:...ul �I � Look at the months and listen to the recording: 

, �� 
, 

-
o • 

u"h".t1 

-J-!-0 " '1' . . -

, 
, . - � , ,.H 

-

�� 

J-!-0 C" ' J  . " 

V 

A 

� 

, . 

, , 

, � 

Cu � " , 
-

, . � � � 

�J� � 
. 

J.:!,.H' t 
, �u 0 

�� '\ 

� Exercise 1 

Write down the month after the one you hear on the recording. For 
example: 

Now make sentences as follows: 

The month of March is after February and before April. 
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If you look at the top of an Arabic newspaper or website, you 
may well see two dates. One refers to the Western calendar 
and one to the Muslim calendar. The most famous month of 
the Muslim calendar is Ramadan, the month of fasting. The 
Muslim date will have the letter ha' (...A) after it, which stands 
for hijra (b�) or 'flight', as the calendar starts with the 
Prophet Muhammad's flight from Mecca to Medina in 622 AD. 
The Wester':!- date is followed by a mTm (�), which stands for 
mTladTyya (�J)4..0) or 'birth' (of Christ) . 

There are also alternative names for the months of the 
Western calendar, which are used in some Arab countries. The 
more international names are used here, but the alternatives 
and the months of the Muslim calendar appear in Appendix 3 
for reference. 

In the future 
J:9j1!lol1 ,,} 

I 

Today is 22 
February. Look at 
the Minister for 
Health's diary 
for this week and " . �, . �j� ';:;� �,= ;:;; ;,�: . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . .  � . . .  � .... . 
see whether you 
can work out 
what he is 
scheduled to 

�I J �w,� 
do today. Jj J..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . � jJ..J l.o JJ,;j "

,
�, 

� �-Ic�1"ff a u ' 0 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

�� J "J ,
- t�1 ' . ,r . 

..lt�1 �I �WYI .J!.jJ � " "  �, � · · · ·j; ·�··::i;· ·t ·; ·t·� · ·  · · · · ·tl::·; · · ·� · � .. · . .  · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

J 0:!�WI )U 
. ,-

�l aJll, � IJjjl �J � ",. �,
� . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .  

'" w�}:il aJ�j " ,  �,
� 
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8 It's 1 1  o'clock in the morning . What's the Minister doing? 

.G.� :>� �JWI ��I 0�IJ ,. ,.  J;!I� f"�1 

J� .} u�� 1�j.4 ,):!jJ-l1 � ,G.� ,. ,  ,):!I� ,�i 

�l.w..ll � .} �I :>JljJ �u �I cl,lj �J ,uj-l •. ).4 
.�J�I 

To express the future, you can simply add ::'" (sa-) in front of a present verb: 

.��I ,):!jJJI � The minister is attending a meeting. 
(ya�c;lur al-wazTr ijtimatan) 
. ' 

.��I ,):!jJJI yO." !'" The minister will attend a meeting. 
(sa-ya�c;lur al-wazTr ijtimatan) 

'.l.:!�1 "'.).�. i··· a 'I JJ� He is visiting the new hospital. 
(yazOr al-mustashfa l-jadTd) 

'.l.:!�1 ",.)!�.i,,!O 'I JJ� He will visit the new hOSPitalJ (sa-yazOr al-mustashfa l-jadTd) 

Notice that all Arabic words, such as -.:.. (sa-), which consist of only one 
letter with a short vowel are written together with the next word: 

he will visit (sa-yazOr) JJ� JJ� + IJ'aI 

and a girl (wa-bint) �.J � + J 

Jihan has (l i-jThan) 0� 04-:!-?- + J , 
by car (bis-sayyara) :> )�w.J4 = :>J4.w.J1 + u 

so she returned (fa-rajatat) �) , 
= � + ..j . J 

) 



Future plans 

Exercise 2 

" 

I� (ghadan) 

� � (batda ghad) 

�I (ams) 

�i J�I (awwal ams) 

tomorrow 

the day after tomorrow 

yesterday 

the day before yesterday 

Using the diary on page 261, fill in the gaps in this description of the 
minister's schedule tomorrow, 23 February: 
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� --_ cl.Jj --- J --- �JGJI �L...JI >'I.;j.j-ll 

Now write a similar description for his schedule on 20 and 24 February, 
taking care to use the correct tense. 

Exercise 3 
Think of something on your agenda today. It could be anything - going 
to school, university or work, going to a restaurant, attending a meeting 
or an exhibition, etc. In addition, think of something else that you did 
yesterday and the day before yesterday, and one thing that you will do 
tomorrow and likewise the day after tomorrow. 

Firstly, try to write each event for the five days in note form in Arabic 
as if in a diary. Then write a description of your schedule for each day. 
For example, you could start something like this: 

�J �! yAj� .�L...u �JL...JI �L...JI 0 � IJ J.:!"Hi ' t  r'�1 
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An international tour 

This is a newspaper 
article about an 
international tour 
due to be conducted 
by an American 
politician. 

· - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - -- - - -- - -- - - - - - -- - --i 

uti r..; �.,.jr ,&i�r �jJ ! 
I 

J!' J. ' �j£lrJJJ!!J �J� ! 

.J-:�/)u. 

4J.JJi 

�I 

�� 

.J."s�1 

Exercise 4 

(ghadar/yughadir) to leave 

(OrOba) Europe 

(al-khaITj) the Gulf 

(fitra) period (of time) 

(al-madhkOr) the (above) mentioned 

I I I I I I I I 

Firstly, read the six questions below and give yourself three minutes to find 
as many of the answers as you can in the article. 

1 What is the position of the minister in the American government? 
2 How many countries will he visit on his tour? 
3 Name three of the countries he will visit. 
4 When is he starting his tour? 
5 Where is he setting out from? 
6 Where is he going first? 
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Exercise 5 
Now match the cities with the countries in which they can be found: 

L..U) 
· �I U':! • 

0� 
�..ri 

� 
• 

�J�I 

, 

�I , J 

�J4 

�J..H 
· u�1 � M 

��I 
' . , .bi....u 

Using the article and your answers above, plot on the map below the 
route the minister will be taking. The first leg has been done for you. 

v 1 \\ D  
9 _ d U:!�I I 
�U�I�� 

� : 
___ 4:l. � .I 

Exercise 6 
Use your map and the article to fill in the missing information below. 

(,)'oU�4 �! �IJ 

�! �J4 
.bi....u �! 

�U4..II �! .bi....u 

___ �! �U4..II 

��I �! _-

:�� Y A �jl �� 
:�J ' �I �� 

J,.:Io.�1 �� 
�jl �� 
"Lj�1 �� 
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Exercise 7 
Use the two tables below and the information in Exercise 6 to make 
sentences about the minister's tour, as in the examples: 

I . . . �� -

. �.)-

L 
. �.,; -

.�.)-

l 

�)l1 

�\J)\!}I 
��.J�I 
�I i.J!'!. 
�I 
�I 
J.>�I 

�.,;-

J! 
../wt-!. .)-. -

�I.J �I.J 
L I,.)'*'!..J • 

L I,.)'*'!..J • 

J-5.J';! J-5.J';! 
��I J! ��I 
� � 

1.ft�1 1.ft�1 
. L)I IJ'" - . L)I IJ'" -

L I,.)'*'!..J • 

o �  

,;r (i\AJ1 J J-S' .J.;! 
(in the period .bi-..o 

from . . .  ) ��I 
1.ft�1 

.J �I���, 

I 
,� � .J.J� 

� 
The minister will leave Washington for Paris on Monday, 28 November . 

. �.l , �l �",.:a � A  � ';fo1l t.} (.)'oI-:!J4 JJ� 

He will visit Paris in the period from 28 November to 1 December. 



Future plans 

The flying bicycle ';,illk.J1 41J�1 

� Mad Professor Filfil has invented a flying bicycle. He's testing his 
'J invention on a bystander. Listen to the story following the comic strip 

(from right to left) . 

-=:::::::- '--------... 
/ ___ -::: 0 Q�. (( 

----------

267 
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Forms of the verb: VII, VIII and X 

VII, VIII and X make up the final group of verbal forms. These three 
forms share characteristics: 
• the past tense has an initial 'i ' CD but is otherwise vowelled with 'a' 
• the present tense is the opposite - vowelled with 'a' except the final 

vowel, which is ' i ' .  

, 

Present t.)�1 Past �LJI 
Form VII (yanfati l) � (infatal) J.U:a! 

Form VIII  (yafttil) � (iftatal) JLii! 
- -

Form X (yastaftil) � (istaftal) �! 

8 Examples 
Form VII can be recognised by the nOn before the root letters. This form 
often has a passive meaning: 

to be broken; to become broken 

to be thrust forward; to move off 

� / �� 
" 0 .... .. ... II 

� / &b.i� 
Form VIII is common and can be recognised by the ta' between the first 
and second root letters: 

to come close (to); to approach 

to meet; to gather together 

Form X can be recognised by the sin and ta' together ('st') before the root 
letters. 

to receive (guests, etc.) 

to take up (time); to last 

Exercise 8 

� / �� 

J� / J�� 

Here is some new vocabulary from the comic strip on page 269. Try to 
guess the words and phrases using the context and your existing 
knowledge, as in the example. 
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he fell 

he took off 

it seems that 

it is necessary that 

watch out! 

the ground 

a bottle of petrol (benzTn) 

come closer! 

before you try 

in a little while 

!.ui.il 
,. , 

• . • 
' .:L". Go � (,):!..>-'-! . . J 

!'-:Iiii! 
� 

J � . j � J u . 
uj J� 
. j  � � U . 

� �  
• 

�J�1 

�j 

269 

Check your answers in the answer section. Then listen again to the 
comic strip and see how much more you can understand. 

Other features of verbs 
You now have a good idea about how Arabic verbs work in general, 
including the past and present tenses, the future using sa- with the 
present tense, negative verbs, weak verbs, and forms of the verb. 

There are other features of Arabic verbs which will help you to 
recognise vocabulary and manipulate roots. For example, verbs can be 
turned into nouns or participles to create related words. These often 
follow predictable patterns, particularly with the forms of the verb. Here 
are a few examples using familiar words: 

'\ 
J� (maksur) broken, passive part., form I � (kasar) to break 

t �1 (ijtimaV meeting, noun, form VIII �1 (ijtamaV to meet 

, 

�J.l.4 (mudarris) teacher, active part., form II �JJ (darras) to teach I 
, 

� / ?,�1 (islam/muslim) Islam/Muslim, noun/active part. , 

form IV �1 (aslam) to surrender (to God) 

t Li� (difaV defence, noun, form III �IJ (dafaV to defend 



270 Unit 7 9  

We cannot cover all the different possibilities within the scope of this 
course, but you will find a summary in Appendix 2. This will be a useful 
reference when you want to identify the root letters in a word and look it 
up in the dictionary. With time and further study, you will learn to 
recognise these patterns and start to manipulate them yourself. 

Exercise 9 Dictionary work 
Using your dictionary, complete this table as in the example. 

Meaning Present Past 

to move off � &1W! 

o Vocabulary in Unit 19 

(�i) � (shahr, ash-hur) month 

..>:!� (yanayir) January 

I . .>} �  (fibrayir) February 

U"',)L. (maris) March 

..k�j (abrTI) April 
, 

.>:!lo (mayO) May 

.>:!-'.>:! (yOniyO) June 
, 

�.>:! (yOliyO) July 

Form 

VII 

VIII 

X 

VIII 

X 

VIII  

VII 

Root 

� 
� 
� 

Ji.J:a 
�� 

� 

� 
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�i (aghustus) August , � (sibtambir) September 

;�f (uktObir) October 

�� (nOfambir) November 

�.j (dTsambir) December 

J! �� ;,,'011 (al-mustaqbal) the future 

I� (ghadan) tomorrow 

� � (batda ghad) the day after tomorrow 

�i J�i (awwal ams) the day before yesterday 

�J')",i (OrOba) Europe , 
�I (al-khalTj) the Gulf 

(dP) �P (fatra, fatrat) period (of time) 

.)'§-1.0 (madhkOr) (above) mentioned 

�.) �I (ai-arc;!) the ground 

� /.hi:. (saqat!yasqut) to fall 

J�� / J�� (�awal/yu�awil) to try, to attempt 

.)�� / .)�Li. (ghadar/yughadir) to leave, to depart 

tJi� / �i (aqlat/yuqliV to take off (aeroplane, etc.) 

JJb\� / �� (inta laq/yantal iq) to move off, to set out -

277  

4/\\� / �� (intabah/yantabih) to take care, to watch out 

Cj...o) '-:-'� / '-:-'�� (iqtarab/yaqtarib) to come close (to), to approach 

Co�� � / �t (ijtamat/yajtamiV to meet, to gather together 

J)�;,,� / J�� (istaghraq/yastaghriq) to take up (time), to last 

ui � 'i (Ia budd an) It is necessary that . . .  

ui J� (yabdO an) I t  seems/appears that . . .  



Review and 
advice on 
further study 

Review 

Exercise 1 

Fill in the missing words in the shopping phrases, and then put the 
conversation in the correct order: 

'i ___ � .� ().4 �� 4 --- �J 0 

.J'\�� . . .  -- � 0 

·cLti � -----:J � � � -- �j 0 

-- c� D 
. . 

.� <L1JI D 

--- ().4 � H '  0 
.��I -- .� D 

(i) Exercise 2 
Listen to Salwa and Ahmad in a restaurant. Fill in the chart below 
according to what they decide to order, as in the example. 

.:..4#1 

272 

';;-ll �I � . J��I �I .:..4J�1 =:J 
� � (S� 

�i 
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Exercise 3 
Look back at the menu on page 232 and choose a meal for a vegetarian 
customer. 

Then make up a conversation similar to that on page 232 between the 
waiter and the (male) customer ordering the vegetarian meal. 

Finally, complete the bill below for your vegetarian customer. 

rrrr rrrrrrrrrrrr 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Exercise 4 
Write the plural of these words, as in the example: 

,->",,),J " � "\ u -':!-! - U-:!-! 
, .:ca...u H l..b.i ..) , 

V 

� H '  il�'/a A 
, 

� H �� � 

�i ' 0  �� , . 

Try to make sentences containing each of the plurals, e .g . :  

.�.l.iJ1 �.wJ1 " � u dU4! " " � " " -':!-! 
There are beautiful houses in the old town. 

� 

�j 

�� 

j:!jJ 

� 

f 

t 

0 
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Exercise 5 
Look at the clocks and give the time and date in Arabic, as in the example. 

( 
-- - - -- - -- -- ---- -

( 
( 

Exercise 6 

1 '-1:00 1 '1  JRrt 

06:30 23 DU 

2n nn 
u:u u 1 n '"' u UUL. 

1 6:'-15 1 5  DEC 

n, 2n 
U I :  U 6 1'lRR 

1 0:55 1 RPRIL 

) Y 

) t 

) 0 

'\ 

Last year, Fatima went on a seven-month tour of the world. Listen to her 
talking about where she went, and write the countries next to the 
months in which she visited them. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

France/Belgium 
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Exercise 7 
How many of these verbs can you remember? Fill in the chart below, as 
in the example. 

Meaning Form 

to approach VIII 

to mend/fix I I  

to try/attempt I I I  

to clean 

Present 

I.:'� 

� 
-

� 

. - , 

y.J.)':! 

-

. �  uJ _ 

�� 

- -

Past 

I.:'�� 

��I 

- 1 �-

• 

,)Ij 

;:;l � � ,;S� 
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Exercise 8 
Re-write these sentences, starting with the phrase in brackets, as in the 
example. 

Remember: 
Present negative Past negative 
'J + present verb LA + past verb or 

� + present (without final 0 if applicable) 

(. " f1'-'"=' Js) .� � �i Jo:!,jJ-11 � , 
.� � Jo:!,jJ-11 � f1' -'"=' Js 

( . . 'f1'-'"=' Js) .�I �! �i �,j �j � 

( . . .I�) .��I .b...iJ .}  �I �i JJi w� r 
( . .. �i) .J4h�1 0� f1'-'"=' JS t 

( .. . �i) '�J�I �I j� 'J C) 

( . . . ��L.u r �) .��I �! 0 YI �l.i,l.wO �I � i 

( . " f1'�I) 'J��I 'J-1J�J 0� .} Jl.....::t..jj'J1 �1J,jJ �I V 

( .. ·0 YI) .6JWI �WI JjJ 0j'.i.i � �WI �I�I .} A 

Exercise 9 
Look at the list on page 277 of things Nadia has to do today. It is now the 
afternoon and she has ticked off what she has done so far. 

Using the verbs in the box and looking at the list, make sentences 
about what Nadia has done today, as in the example. 
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... 'iJ .... ,. 

.';�I �IJJ � � 

.16,,>!.oi � 

She didn't mend her bicycle. 

She didn't mend it. 

_ g Conversation 

Review 

V' <ti..4JI 

�I 

277 

- ./ 'I))�I �I)....JI 

In your final review, you're going to tell us about yourself, your job or 
studies, and what you did for your holiday last year. 

Firstly, prepare the following information in Arabic. Look back at the 
relevant units if you need to remind yourself of the language you'll need. 

• your name 
• where you're from 
• your occupation (job/student - look in a dictionary if necessary) 
• where you went for your hol iday last year 
• what month it was 
• how you travelled 
• what the weather was like 
• one thing you did on holiday and one thing you ate 
• one thing you didn 't do 

Now join in the conversations on the recording. You'l l be asked questions 
which will prompt the information you have prepared. There is no single 
correct answer - the reply is up to you. Replay the conversation as many 
times as you like, making up different answers every time. 
Good luck! !� b 
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Advice on further study 

You have now come to the end of this course and we hope that it has 
encouraged you to continue your study of Arabic. Mastering Arabic has 
given you a solid foundation in the Arabic script and informal standard 
Arabic, as used throughout the Middle East. 

You are now in a position to decide in which direction to go, and this 
obviously depends on your particular needs and interests. Your main 
options are: 

• to continue to study Modern Standard Arabic in more depth 

• to study a particular spoken dialect 

• to branch into the classical language. 

The following notes are intended to help you decide how you would like 
to continue your studies, and to tell you what material is available to 
you. You will probably want to concentrate on one of the above options, 
but they are not mutually exclusive and you may like to sample them all. 

Modern Standard Arabic 
If you have an interest in understanding Arabic in the form of TV and 
radio programmes, newspapers, comics, books, signs, advertisements, 
correspondence, conference proceedings, formal speeches, etc., then 
you should continue to expand your knowledge of Modern Standard 
Arabic (MSA). 

Course books 
There are a number of programmes for MSA which will take you beyond 
the scope of Mastering Arabic. Most have accompanying audio and some 
have video, although this can be expensive. Make sure you choose one 
that matches your needs. Some, for example, are designed for use in a 
classroom and are difficult to follow if you're working by yourself. Others 
may be traditional and not contain a variety of activities and exercises. 
Try to find one which suits your style of learning. You could classify your 
level now as 'early intermediate'. 

If  you are interested in continuing to study MSA, you should also make 
sure you have good dictionaries and reference books for grammar, verbs 
and vocabulary. Again, choose carefully. It's better to take your time and 
browse than to choose a title blind and find that it doesn't suit your style 
of learning or your level. If pOSSible, try to find some reference titles that 
include an element of practice (not just the translation of unconnected 
sentences). 
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Arabic media 
There is a wealth of other material for you to use to improve your 
knowledge of Modern Standard Arabic. The growth of Arabic TV satellite 
stations and internet sites has triggered a renaissance and revitalisation of 
'standard' Arabic. Pan Arab communication has suddenly become much 
more common and immediate than it was before. Politicians, leading 
personalities and members of the public from different parts of the Middle 
East now routinely take part in interviews and chat shows intended for a 
pan Arab audience. It is possible to hear a wide range of Arabic accents 
and levels of formality all within the same programme, and sometimes 
within the same sentence! Arabic-speakers from all walks of life are also 
growing more used to adjusting their language to make themselves 
understood outside their local area. 

Many of these satellite stations are available outside the Middle East, 
as are Arabic newspapers, magazines and comics. You can sometimes 
also find short comic strips and cartoons on Arabic websites. 

Literature 
In 1988 Naguib Mahfouz, an Egyptian writer, won the Nobel prize for 
literature. He died in 2006 at the age of 94. The prize created 
international interest in modern Arabic literature. Mahfouz himself has 
written many novels which can be found outside the Arab World both in 
the original Arabic and in translation. However, Mahfouz's Arabic style is 
difficult for a beginner and it would be better to start with graded 
extracts from literature and then progress to authors such as Taha 
Hussein or Jibran Khalil Jibran, who use a simpler style. Children's books 
and fables are also a good way of introducing yourself to Arabic stories. 

Look around you 
If you go to a part of town where there are a lot of Arabic-speakers, you 
can look at the signs, posters, labels on imported food, etc. A word of 
warning: other languages are also written in Arabic script (for example, 
Farsi and Urdu), so do not panic if you come across material in which all 
the words look totally unfamiliar and the script has some strange 
additions. You will also find ingredients and instructions written in 
Arabic on many food packages and household products. 

Spoken dialects 
Native speakers are not as aware as learners of the differences between 
spoken dialects and Modern Standard, and will slip in and out of them 
quite easily. In informal talk and chat you will find conversations 
difficult to follow if you cannot understand the dialect. 
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If your main interest is in talking to Arabic-speakers in everyday 
informal situations, therefore, you should acquire a knowledge of the 
appropriate spoken dialect. These vary from region to region but are all 
more or less related to MSA, so your knowledge will be very useful. In this 
course, we have tried to point out where there are variations from MSA 
which are common to many spoken dialects, but to gain fluency you will 
need either access to native speakers or a course in your chosen dialect, 
or ideally both. 

There are many programmes designed to teach you the dialect of a 
particular country or region. If pOSSible, choose one that includes Arabic 
script as well as transliteration (English letters). Having mastered the 
script, you will find it useful to be able to compare dialect written in 
Arabic as well as transliteration. If you are unsure about which dialect to 
learn, then it is best to opt for either Egyptian or Levant (Syria, Jordan, 
etc.), as these are the most widely understood. 

Classical Arabic 
Classical Arabic, as used in the Qur'an and other religious and classical 
literature, is structurally not that different from MSA. It is the use of 
vocabulary and the style of the language that varies, just as 
Shakespearian English is different from English in The Times newspaper. 

There are specialist dictionaries and reference books for classical 
Arabic. They are not always very user-friendly, however, and may be old 
and difficult to follow. You may find it easier to continue to study Modern 
Standard and to combine this with reading classical texts which have 
translations alongside the Arabic, so that you acquire a feel for the style. 

o It only remains to wish you luck, and to hope that this book has given 
'-V you the foundation you need to continue to master Arabic. 
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Appendixes 

Appendix 1 :  The Arabic alphabet 

Final Medial Initial Isolated Letter 

L L uli (al if) 

I...J.. .....I... � I."..) .4 (ba/) . 
u. .....I... � � . lJ (ta') 
� i ...J � .LJ (tha') 

rt- ...::::a... ...::.. � � (jTm) 

� ...::::a... ...::.. r. .6.. (�a/) 

t- ...::::a... ....::.. t .l> (kha/) 

J.. J.. ..1 ..1 Jb (dal) 

J.. J.. ..1 ..1 Jb (dhal) 

J J J J • I) (ra/) 
. . . . <.Slj (zay) J J J J 

U"'- ....AoI.L � U'" � (sTn) 
:. :. :. :. � (shTn) U"'- ....AoI.L � U'" 

281  
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Final Medial Initial Isolated Letter 

u-o- ..........::t.. � � .)L...... (�ad) 
· . . . ..)L..; (<;lad) u-o- ..........::t.. u-o- � 

.b. ...b. ..b .b 
.lb (W) 

JQ.. J;,. J; J.; .U; (?a') 

t- -1.. ..L t � (tayn) 
· 

t- -1.. ..L t � (ghayn) 
. . .l! (fa') � ....i.. � U 

� ....i.. � (j JIJ (qat) 

d � ..s: � J� (kat) 

J. ..1 J J rl (lam) 

r -4.. -0 � � (mTm) 
· . . . ,j.iJ (nun) U- � ....I U 
<l. + � 0) .lA. (ha') 

� � .J .J ..,1.., (waw) 

lE � ....I (.S .4 (ya') 

b..:i....Q (fat�a) a dash above the letter, pronounced as a short 'a' 
after the letter, e.g . . . .  � (ba) .. � (<;lamma) a comma-shape above, pronounced as a short 'u' , 
after the letter, e .g . . . .  � (bu) 

�� (kasra) a dash below, pronounced as a short ' i' after the 
letter, e .g . . . .  � (bi) 

u� (sukun) a small circle ab<o>ve, showing that no vowel follows 

.. 
the letter, e .g . . -4;. (bint, girl) 

�� (shadda) a small 'w' shape, above showing that the letter is .. , 
doubled, e.g. l.H (bunn, coffee beans) 

.. �..l4 (madda) a wavy sy�bol written over an a l if and pronounced 
a ,  e.g. �I (anisa, young woman) 

(Note: These symbols are not generally included in modern written 
Arabic. This book uses them where necessary for clarity.) 
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Appendix 2: The Arabic verb 

Tenses 
Past tense 
The feminine plural verbs are relatively uncommon and so have not 
been taught. They are included here for your reference. 

Example Ending 

I opened (fata�tu) :-n. 1'9 
you (m.) opened (fata�ta) :-n. 1'9 

you (f.) opened (fatahti) ,-,,, 1'9 . , 

he/it opened (fata�a) C:i9 

she/it opened (fata�at) ,-,'" 1'9 
we opened (fata�na) � 

(-tu) � 
(-ta) � 
(-ti) � 

(-a) ..::. 

(-at) � 
(-na) l, 

I l,i 
you (m.) �i 
you (f.) �i 

he/it ..>A 

she/it � 
we � 

you (m. pl.) opened (fata�tum) f'�" 1'g (-tum) � you (m. pi.) �i 
you (f. pl.) opened (fata�tunna) 0�'> 1'g (-tunna) � you (f. pi.) :;Ui 

they (m.) opened (fata�O) I� 

they (f.) opened (fata�na) 0'> 1'g 
Present/future tense 

(-0) I" 

(-na) 0 

they (m.) � 
� } 

they (f.) 0A 

The feminine plural verbs are also included for your reference. 

Example 

I open (afta�[u*]) c:iCi 
you (m.) open (tafta�[u*]) c: 191 

Ending 

you (f.) open (tafta�ina) 0.1'> 191 (-ina) � 

he/it opens (yafta� [u*]) c:1 9� 
she/it opens (tafta�[u*]) c:191 

we open (nafta�[u*]) c:19\ 

Prefix 

(a-) i 
(ta-) ::.:; 

(ta-) ::.:; 

(ya-) � 

(ta-) ::.:; 

(na-) ..::. 

l,i 
. � I 
. �I 

..>A 

� 
} � 
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you (m. pl.) open (tafta�una) �>� 9; (-una) � (ta-) j �i 
you (f. pl.) open (tafta�na) �>�g� (-na) � (ta-) j :;Ui 

they (m.) open (yafta�una) �� (-una) �.J (ya-) � 

they (f.) open (yafta�na) �>�;,� (-na) � (ya-) � 

* The full pronunciation includes a final u, but this is not heard 
except in formal contexts. 

There are also special verb endings for 'they' and 'you' when the subject 
is dual. I (-a) is added to past verbs and 01 (-an) to present verbs: 

they both attended I� (�a9ara) 

you both drank L.a:u..}- (sharibtuma) 

they both travel ul.;-9� (yusatiran) 

you both cooperated (,:.,l.':':'1 � (yatatiiwanan) 

Forms of the verb 
, 

Present t...)�1 Past �LJI 
Form II  (yufatt!l) �- (fattal) � 

Form III  (yufatil) J:'� (fat.al) �Li 

(yufti l) � - . .  

Form IV (aft.al) JUI 
:Ii � � .... 

(tafattal) � Form V (yatafattal) � 
Form VI (yatafat.al) �� (tafat.al) �Li; 

Form VII (yanfati l) � (infat.al) JU:a! 

Form VIII (yafttil) � (iftat.al) �! 

Form X (yastafti l) � (istaft.al) J..ill..u! 

Verbal nouns from forms of the verb 
The following table shows you the verbal nouns for the different forms. 
Some of the examples may already be familiar and these can help you to 
remember the patterns. 
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Example Verbal noun Verb Form 

preparation (tajhTz) � 
/ dispute (khi laf) ...J� 

conversation (mu�adatha) U..l� 

information (it'am) �)k! 
progression (taqaddum) �� 
cooperation (tatawun) u':'W 

withdrawal (insi�ab) '-:'�! 

meeting (ijtima)t t�! 

use/usage (istikhdam) �I�! 
Active and passive participles 

(taf�1) � �/� I I  

/ (fital) J� ��/�u I I I  

(mufatala) Ud.� 

(if tal) JW! �/�i IV 

(tafattul) � �/Ju:; V 

(tafatul) �u:; ��/�u:;- VI 

(infital) Jk.i:.! J_�/�! VII 

(iftital) Jl.u.i! J_�/Jili! VIII 

(istiftal) Jki:i.....! �/ JUi...) X 

You can form active and passive participles from verbs. An active 
participle will show the 'doer', or subject, of the action; a passive participle 
will show the 'receiver', or object, of the action. 
Basic verbs 

Active participles are formed using the pattern �u (fat!I): 
player/(someone) playing (Iat!b) � .{ .- to play �/� 

Passive participles are formed using the pattern J� (maftOI): 
(something) broken (maksOr) .)� .- to break .A/� 

These participles can be used as either nouns or adjectives, for example 
.)� (maksOr) can mean 'broken' or 'a broken item'. 
Forms of the verb 
Active and passive participles are formed from forms of the verb by 
taking the present verb and: 
• replacing the initial � (yu-) or � (ya-) with � (mu-) 
• vowelling with a final kasra (i) for the active participle and a final fat�a 

(a) for the passive participle: 
trainer (mudarrib) I...,)�� .- trains (yudarrib) '-;-I�� 

trained (person) (mudarrab) I...,)�� 
user (mustakhdim) f'� .- uses (yastakhdim) f'� 

used (item) (mustakhdam) f'� 
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Appendix 3 :  Months of the year 
Islamic lunar calendar 

u�� � 

JI;£.. , • 

b:;�I J� " 
. ' 

�I j , r 
. _ 

J 

�J�I (SJ4 0 

b�'J1 (SJ4 '\ 

�� V 

' � A u .  

f'�1 , 
� r  

JJ�I t::H� r 

JWI t::H� t 

Alternative names for Western months 

September J�i 

October j, �I 0->"';:":; 
• 

November JWI 0->� 
;. � } 

December JJ l'1 u,.,:.LS: 

MaY .Jl:!i 
-

June Ui..>:!j.:>. 
� -

July j..,..,u 
August ,-:-,i 

. , 
January JWI u,.,:.LS: 

, 
February .b4t;. 

March )ji 

April u4 

Appendix 4: Broken plurals 

Plural pattern 

J� (fital) 
Jwi (aftal) 
� (futal) 
J� (futul) 
� (futul) 
Jul (aftu l) 
�I� (fawatll) 

I'-� (futala') 
, 

u �  (fu(!an) 

J:iW (futa' i l ) 
J}W (fatal i l) 
J.:.lW (fatal11) 

Example 

� (ka lb) dog -+ �� (ki lab) 
�L..:. (�a�ib) friend/owner -+ ��i (a��ab) 
� (tu 1ba) box/packet -+ � (tu1ab) 

� (bayt) house -+ �.m (buyut) 

�� (kitab) book -+ '.� (kutub) 

� (shahr) month -+ �i (ash-hur) 
t;L.;;" (sharit) street -+ tl,1 (shawarit) 

..H:;� (wazTr) minister -+ I'-I..)�� (wuzara') 
, 

� (qamT�) shirt -+ ul...:...aj (qum�an) 

UL.......) (risala) message -+ J=iL.....� (rasa'i l) 
- -

� (maktab) office -+ �Ls::.. (makatib) 

C � (mifta�) key -+ �u::., (mafat�) 



Answers to exercises 

UNIT 1 
Exercise 1 

See the table of printed and handwritten letters on page 3. 

Exercise 2 
1 � 4 .:J 7 � 
2 , 5 , .:J i.! 8 6 

3 � 6 Y , 

Exercise 3 
1 bi 4 tu 7 nu 

2 na 5 ba 8 thu 

3 ya 6 ti 

Exercise 4 

287 
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Exercise 5 

� = u + u + u  . . 
• 

� = '1 + U + � + '1 -
-

� = '1 + u + '1 + � 
-

Exercise 6 
, , , 

,-� 4 
:.' 5 � . 
' 

-, 
� 6 

Exercise 7 
, 

4 

5 

6 

U:H 1 

u'j'!1 2 

� 3 

Answers to exercises 

• -
� = U + '1 + u 

. 
� = '1 + U -

• -
'-"""' = U + u + U . . 

1 

2 

3 

(tunn) G:i = u + U + � 3 (batt) � = u + U + � 1 . . 

Exercise 8 
A4 (tibn) B3 (bayt) 

UNIT 2 
Exercise 1 
See the table on page 13. 
Exercise 2 

(bard) J� = 

(ward) Jjj = 
. , 

(rabw) ,j-!..) = 

(badhr) ..)� = 
.-

(birr) ,)-! = 
'" 

(burr) ,)-! = 

(thawb) �jj = 

(daraz) ..)JJ = 

(d) J 

(d) J 

(w) J 
(r) ..) 

(r) ..) 

(r) ..) 

(b) � 
, 

(z) j 

Cl (bint) 02 (bunn) E5 (bayna) 

+ (r) ..) + (ba) � 1 

+ (r) ..) + (wa) j 2 

+ (b) � + (ra) J 3 

+ (dh) j + (ba) � 4 
+ (r) ..) + (bi) � 5 

, 
+ (r) ..) + (bu) � 6 

+ (w) J + (tha) 6 7 

+ (ra) J + (da) J 8 



Answers to exercises 

Exercise 3 

.l.:!"H 6 

� 7 

. ' 
� 8 

o ' 

�j 9 

J}j 10 

Exercise 4 
, 

J l..j 5 

JIJ 6 
0 ,  J"H 7 

.l.:!.).:! 8 

Exercise 5 
4 (zaynab) 
5 (nadir) 
6 (badr) 
A4 B3 

Exercise 6 
. o�J l..jl 3 

oJJ-! l..ji 4 

Exercise 7 

��iJ �j l..ji 
o�J l..ji 

1 (zayn) 
2 (dina) 
3 (zayd) 
Cl 

2 

�jJ 1 

�� 2 

�J 3 

U:H 4 

.l.:!� 5 

0 ,  JJ-! 1 

'. 2 J,,"* 
JJ 3 

, 

J�l..j 4 

03 

o�j l..ji 1 

o�j l..ji 2 

��iJ �j l..ji 
oJJl..j l..ji 

289 
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UNIT 3 
Exercise 1 

Ge t 
G e t 
� e(t) 
�(g t 

G e t 
Exercise 2 

SA (mid�at) 
6H (ukht) 

7B (akh) 

8E (naja�) 

Exercise 3 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

�© t 
� ee 
�cg t 

Ge t 
� e e 

1G (a�mad) 
20 (najjar) 

3F (ba��ar) 
4C (mawj) 

� = J + e + 1.:' S 

1 • 

4:IJ = � + � + I 
�� = J + � + I + � 

6 

7 

Answers to exercises 

1 

2 

3 

4 

S 

� = � + e + u 1 

� = � + � + I.:'  2 

� = J + � + t 3 

� = j + t + u 8 � = � + '1 + � + '1  4 

Exercise 4 

1 feminine S feminine 

2 feminine 6 feminine 

3 masculine 7 masculine 

4 feminine 8 masculine 



Answers to exercises 

Exercise 5 

.� O)j,J) 4 

Exercise 6 

t 
sister �I 

. 

daughter � 
- t 

mother �I 

husband tJj 
brother . j C 
wife �Jj 
son 0-!1 

father uj 
Exercise 7 

·u� � � I>J.)J 4 

.I>J.)J �j � U� 5 

.�j �Jj � u� 6 

Exercise 8 

.� 1j,J) 3 

. . �I 0-!1 JA �J,.4 1 

.� J,.4 �j � I>J.)J 2 

·u� tJj JA �j 3 

29 7  

There are many possibilities for different sentences using this family tree. Use 
Exercise 7 as a guide. 

Tip: Take care with ,-;-,i (ab, father) and d (akh, brother). When they are 
put in front of another name, a long 0 is added, making abo and akhO: 
.�..J ,J-!i � .)yi (anwar huwa abo zaynab) Anwar is Zaynab's father . 

. �..J �i � .)� (badr huwa akho zaynab) Badr is Zaynab's brother. 
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UNIT 4 
Exercise 1 

�Q 9 Q � 10 
©� 1 1 

�g 12 
Exercise 2 
Ie 2A 3F 4B 50 6E 

Exercise 3 

Exercise 4 
Feminine plural 

.:..t l W J . 

. .L.Q� � 1 
.�� � 2 
.;;j� � 3 

Masculine plural 

. .  � uJJ . 

Answers to exercises 

�0 1 
G J 2 
©� 3 

�4 
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Exercise 5 

·U�� � 4 .u�� �  1 

·U�� � .u�� � 

·U�� � 5 ·UJ-W� � 2 

·U�� � ·U�� � 

·UjJ� � 6 .u�Ij4 � 3 

·UjJ� � .u�Ij4 � 

Optional exercise (Structure notes) 

.(mu�asibun) �� jA 
� 

4 .(mumarridatun) �� � 1 

.(najjarun) �� jA 5 .(muhandisun) �� jA 2 
� 

.(muhandisatun) �� � 6 

UNIT 5 

Exercise 1 

1 same 5 different 
2 same 6 different 
3 different 7 same 
4 same 8 different 

Exercise 2 

� 

.(khabbazatun) .; j� � 3 
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Exercise 3 

Exercise 4 

Exercise 5 

� � 

� . . .  J!§1 
J�j . . . �j 

� . . . .)� 

r":!� . . . .l.:!.l.? 
Exercise 6 

Answers to exercises 

.cWi4 IjA 2 

.� IjA 3 

1 

2 



Answers to exercises 

Exercise 7 

. 1,)S.J:a . cl.ili I jA 
.�i", �J.? �'" J-lJ-l1 � IjA 

.L:!� '6 i Us'", ��.l.4.I1 � �jA", 
Exercise 8 
(Model answers: yours may vary slightly.) 

.J�i �'" � CUi.A IjA 

.��'" ;J� �'" � �I�J �jA 

.�� d.oJo.i .�i �", � � IjA 
.�'" � � . J�i �", � � IjA 

.�J.? 4\.ili .�i �'" � � IjA 

.�i �'" w4+?- c Ui.A IjA 

.�'" ;�J.? �J� ·w4+?- ;J� �jA 

.J IJS1 �'" w4+?- � �jA 
• • • A _ "-.<!'I • • • • - "� ljA � �"' U� �  

Exercise 9 

Try to check your descriptions with an Arabic-speaker. 

UNIT 6 
Exercise 1 

1 .b 5 u.o 
2 � 6 U'" 
3 .l; 7 u.o 
4 J 8 J 
Exercise 2 
I V  3 )( s V  7 )( 
2 )(  4 V  6 )( 8 V  
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Exercise 3 
See alphabet in Appendix 1, pages 281 -2. 
Exercise 4 

10 2B 3A 4C 

Exercise 5 

� = � + J + � 4 

vJ:. = U + \$ + .b 5 
.. " 

Exercise 6 

Word Initial letter 

u.4J1 
�I 

",:,�I 
�I 

�4-l1 

��.l-ll 
uujJl 

. .  

�JI.rl1 

��jJl 
.l-l�1 

�I 
�I 

",:,us.J1 

'�I u " 
U:W1 

jAUi.l1 
",:,�I 

",:,,,ri-JI 

'-
. 

� 
.:., 

• U 
'-' 

.. 

.J 
• 
.J 
� 

• 
� 

J 
. 

U 

� 
� 
J 
j, 
j; 
t 

• t 

Answers to exercises 

� = '1 + J + t  1 

� = t + � + �  2 

� = � + .b + t  3 

Sun letter? 

)( 
t/ 
t/ 
t/ 
)( 
t/ 
t/ 
t/ 
t/ 
)( 
)( 
)( 
)( 
t/ 
t/ 
t/ 
)( 
)( 



Answers to exercises 

Exercise 7 

b .cl4J:, I� 5 

9 'UJ-l� I� 6 

Exercise 8 

�yJS I� JA 4 

.yJS � ,� 

��I�J o� JA 5 

'�J� � ,'1 

�cl' '1';-' I� JA 6 

.cl4J:, � ,� 

Exercise 9 

d .�.;S I� 1 

h .uu I� 4 
. .  

�.wl� o� JA 1 

.�..u14 � '1 

�,-:,US I� JA 2 

,� � ,'1 

�CWi4 I� JA 3 

.�l2:.. � ,'1 

.�.;SJI � ���I 2 

'�J� IJ �I U:H JlA:a.J1 3 

.cl4J:J 1 y:s� �J�I 4 
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Exercise 10 

UNIT 7 
Exercise 1 

_��WI Y:S4--! jA ,� 1 

_��WI � U-,,:!�I 2 

_�,fo.JIJ �I�I 0:H ��WI 3 

_cl4J:J1 Y:S4--! � ,� 4 

-'":'411 Y:S4--! �I�I 5 

_��WI � jA ,'1 6 

- cl4J:J 1 � Jo:!",.w.J1 7 

_�I�I Y:S4--! jA ,'1 8 

_�I�I � � 9 

_�I�IJ �,fo.J1 0:H � ,� 10 

I e  2A 3D 4B 

-cl4J1 � jAJ �� ,;J.! 1 

_",i.rtj"tall � �J W..rw �j 2 

_J.u,;�1 � �J J.u�.,).4 0-:!j 3 

_t;·oall � jAJ �� �j 4 



Answers to exercises 

Exercise 2 
1 If' 6 )( 
2 If' 7 If' 
3 )( 8 )( 
4 If' 9 If' 
5 )( 10 )( 

Exercise 3 

·4�j dL.:s.A � �J ��WI � U-':!� dL.:s.A 1 

·4 1�J dL.:s.A � �J tJW:U1 ,.} �J� dL.:s.A 2 

.� dL.:s.A � �J �,foJ1 �� J-lJ dL.:s.A 3 

'J� dL.:s.A � �J ��I � yJS: dL.:s.A 4 

Exercise 4 

" . , 
4 ':'"  ,b, 6 

Exercise 5 

.t ',.0011 �14i ��� �J� dL.:s.A 1 

.��WI � J� � dL.:s.A 2 

.4-4o? 1\ ���I �J� ,.} wi 3 

. ""s.t.j ... aJl �� � dL.:s.A � 4 

'�J.wJ1 ,.} �� V"I�� dL.:s.A 5 

.��I �I ,.} �1....4 �i 6 
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Exercise 6 

.J!' � ,¥I 5 

Exercise 7 

.�� � 3 

.�� � 4 

Your drawing should feature the following: 
- a street 

Answers to exercises 

- a hospital in the middle of the picture, with a tall nurse 
standing by the door 

- a new white factory on the right of the hospital, with big 
beautiful trees in front of it 

- an ugly black dog under the trees and some pigeons above it 
- a small school to the left of the hospital, with an old bicycle 

UNIT 8 

Exercise 1 

next to the gate/door. 

� = .) + � + f' 1 

�� = U + I + f' + t 2 
o �-? = � + u.t + f' + J 3 

42;:,,'. = .6  + � + � + f' 4 

= u + l + u + u + J  5 

� ..J�-!� = � + J + .) + I..! + � 6 

.)I� = J + I + J + t + � 7 



Answers to exercises 

Exercise 2 
word with JI 

(aJ-bayt) 

(an-nahr) 

(aJ-khayma) 

(adh-dhubab) 

(az-zujaja) 

(ai-warda) 

(al-ma�nat! 

(al-kitab) 

( as-sayyara) 

(ad-darra ja) 

(al-qamls) 

(aJ-baqlba) 

(ash-shubbak) 

Exercise 3 

,-,��iI 
�I 

0 ". 0 ... 
Q.I 

� -
�G.1H 

. . 

� -��jH 
... 0 " 0..-

t; a. H 

��( �,tl 
�GjJl 
�I 

sun letter first letter word 

no 

yes 

no 

yes 

yes 

no 

no 

no 

yes 

yes 

no 

no 

yes 

yes 

y 

. 
C 

. J 
,J 

�l> . . . J 

� 
yl;;S' 
�J� �G., 

male J-4Iu::.�/�/�i/�lJ,yi/�j 
female 

" lLu I ' I • 1 -�J 
• ..l U �  

both J,y I Lr.!j 
Exercise 4 
father � mother U � 

3 0 7  

son �i elder daughter �j younger daughter �..l 
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Exercise 5 

" , . 
. '-' U .J U 

r"'\ Ct � r-, 
i i 1.$ 

� 
:. 

i � 0 ( 
..) , � 4.J ) t..r 

. . � " 

� � � '-' 

0 7 � :. 

'-� t..r 
r., .1 1.$ � ( ..) 

.J ..) u 0 4.J . 

u � , _L tJ • 

, J . � � .J 
. 

( .1 � :. 

i t..r 

Masculine sing. Masculine pI. Feminine sing. Feminine pl. 
� � � 

U"'..).l.o U...,.......).l.o t......).l.o �L......).l.o 
U"'� U...,.....� t....� �L....� 

� � � � � ..) , . � f...).J.) , �..)� �I..)� 
� � � � 

' w.. ..) , 
. ' w.. f...).J.) , �)-p. �I ' w.. ..) , 

� � 

�y:>-A U�..)A-4 �..)A-4 �L:...)A-4 
�� U�� �� ��� 



Answers to exercises 

Exercise 6 
" " 3 �J 

uU 8 uuj 6 . . . . 

Exercise 7 

.� �j,J) 9 .�� 1j,J) 5 

.uu 1j,J) 6 " . 
. uJS 1j,J) 1 1  . "  ".a . I"; 1j,J) 7 U�..r-:-
.� 1j,J) 12 .cl' 'Z·T, 1j,J) 8 

Exercise 8 

. t. l..:i.i4 I j,J) 2 

.uUS: 1j,J) 3 

.41�J �j,J) 4 

The answer to this depends on where you put the objects. Try to check your 
answer with an Arabic-speaker. 

Exercise 9 

� . . . " '< ...,..- � �� . . . .l.:!� 
� ' . . J

� J!'� ... �Ji � ... J.:!Jl= 
. " "  I .a:: � . . . � 

(Model answer: yours may vary slightly.) 

303 

�� dUAl U-:H-li � �J ,� � �J� �j.a) 
�411 �J ,�i �I U-:H-li Ij.a) U"J . �� 

J� � �J ��� �J� dUAl U-:H-li �ui . J�i 
��I �ui �I�JJIJ '�J� �I�J dUAl �}.�.w.J1 

� '�J�I � �� ��J dUAlJ .�jbJl 

�I J�I Lr.HJ , � J� dUAl �J�I � 
. �J �i y-1S dUAl �J4w.JIJ 
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Exercise 10 

.J:..4..? ,jA ,'1 � � J�I JA 1 

.�I �1.4j � ,� ��I �1.4j �J�I JA 2 

.� ,jA ,'1 �J:..4..? �I JA 3 

'�J� � .'1 �J O! 1. .. �I�..ul JA 4 

'�J�I � � .'1 ��J�I � �4-..u1 JA 5 

.J�j ,jA ,'1 ��j �I I.:'� JA 6 

. .l.4� � ,� �.l.4� ��I JA 7 

.�}.�.�IJ J�I � ,jA ,� ��J�IJ J�I � y-KJI JA 8 

Exercise 1 1  

.� 1j,A 1 

.'+ill 1j,A .�j � 1j,A 

.� 1j,A 2  
.� 1j,A 'JJU � 1j,A 

.�I�J j)j,A 3 

.�I�J j)j,A .lJ.:!j �I�J j)j,A 

'�J� j)j,A 4 

'�J� j)j,A .�j �J� j)j,A 



Answers to exercises 

UNIT 9 

Exercise 1 

y � ..... :'1 i ,..." 0 

, � � J .1; 
0 .J .J IJ'" .J 

I C J  , .J _t J 
:. 

y ( .J , IJ'" 

IJ'" ( IG � .J . 
, � t t 1.$ 

1.$ .J t V 1.$ 
u � � i 0 

( ' 1.$ .J .J � 
IJ'" t � y 

:. � � IJ'" � 

Exercise 2 

�J�I 0:H � , � 5 

ol:!J�J 

oU� � � 6 

o�J�I � � ,� 7 

ol:!J� �� � ,'1 8 

, 

. .J 

305 

.J � � u � 

J :. .J IJ'" IJ'" .J 

� � 1.$ 1.$ � 
0 .J Y � � 

(� i 1.$ J 9 
, J I Y [ 

� [ J � u 

( .J IJ'" , � 
� :. � . 

IJ'" .J .J .A 
� � � . .J .J 

( 1\ � , i t) . t � [ i .J -

oj44A � � .'1 1  

o�I�1 � � ,'1 2 

o�J�I � � ,� 3 

o0JJ�1 � � 4 



306 Answers to exercises 

Exercise 3 

.� �u. �J � � ;�LiJI I 

·UIJ�1 �u. �J UIJ�I � ��..PJI 2 

.'-:H+J �u. �J '-:H+J � �Ifo 3 

.0JJ�1 �u. �J 0JJ�1 � U� 4 

·U� �u. �J U� � �JJ:H 5 

.l:!� �u. �J Ls...)� � �J 6 

.�I�I �u. �J �I�I � JI� 7 

.�J�I �u. �J �J�I � �l:!.;-ll 8 

Exercise 4 

·Uu.£ �u. �J uu.£ � .biw.4 9 

.�I �u. �J �I � �� 10 

.� �� � ul�j I 

.� �� � ;� 2 

.� J� � �J�?l1 3 

.� �� � � JJ-! 4 

Exercise 5 

I e  2A 3F 4E 5G 6H 71 88 90 



Answers to exercises 

Exercise 6 
, 

Country .:u j�1 
uJ}11 

� I�I � ,  
' wWI u . � 

�j4i 
LU�i 

4-wj� 
�I 

u� 
4J�! 
L:UJ-W 

, 
. � U . 

. 

� 
4+.!J 

�",i 
LUwi 
I�! 

Exercise 7 

Nationality t ....... ." II 
� . 

;;J) 

�I� 

-
' ww � . � 

�j4i 
- ' �i � .  
- , �j,) 
-

� - . � � 
��! 
-
t.!,)J-W 

, 
- . � � .  

t.!� 
� -�",i 

- ' wi � 
�I t.! � . 

• 
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.�J� � .�J�I ().4 � 5 .;;J) � ·0J,) �I (,)4 � 1 

.�� � ·u� (,)4 � 6 .�j,) � .4-wj,) (,)4 � 2 

.�j4i � .�j4i (,)4 � 7 .�� � .� (,)4 � 3 

.J!!J' � .4+.!J (,)4 � 8 .�lh:!! � .4Jlh:!! (,)4 � 4 
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Exercise 8 

'�ri � .�..ri 0-A � 1 

·�4'-:! � .044.11 0-A � 2 

·0�J� � .�J�I 0-A � 3 

'�JJ � '�JJ 0-A � 4 

.u�4wi � .t+s4wi 0-A � 5 

Exercise 9 

Answers to exercises 

.u�L4J � 4 

�u�J� � J.AI 5 

��JJ � J.AI 6 

·0� � 1  
.u�wi � 2  

Exercise 10 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . · '''· .'' 1 1 . · � . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  �.�\ . . . . . .  ��, 

. 

. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  �.�� . . .  ( 'r' 

. . . . . .  (vP.\.i . .).\ � ). u» . ..MA... . . .  4' . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  �.�� . . �))' �, 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �� . . �))' � 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a..wj ......... . .  � ))' � 
. . . . . . .. . . .. .. .. . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . .. .  • • • •  , •• "It i l'T'TTTr. 

(Model description: yours may vary slightly.) 

�Jj �J ',!J� � .�J ,.j �� J� � 

.�J ,.j �� �j .�� �j 



Answers to exercises 

UNIT 10 

Exercise 1 
See pages 1 15-16. 

Exercise 2 
1 film 6 kilo 
2 telephone 
3 tomatoes 
4 potatoes 

7 democracy 
8 parliament 
9 medal 

5 cigarette 10 million 

Exercise 3 

Exercise 4 

, 
G-:!.:i�..)-? 1 uW�..)-? � 

Exercise 5 

Exercise 6 

U/i 'JJ/u�JJ '\ 

�4JI� � t 
��� � �  

.. . . 1<1 . L..J.S; '\ � u .  

�US/u�US , 

. ' Wi4/ · �Wi4 � � u 
�..)�/u�..)� � 

�� �) , 

�u� � � 

. : �/ · r � � u-:!..) . U ..) . 

.�I..)� � dL.:s.A �';..)�I � ';..)� � dL.:s.A , 
.�I� � dL.:s.A �';..)�I � .;� � dL.:s.A � 

.��� 6� dL.:s.A �';..)�I � �� � dL.:s.A � 
. u 4JS d L.:s.A �';..)� I � 4JS � d L.:s.A t 

. �� �) dL.:s.A �';..)�I � �� � dL.:s.A � 
. uwl? l? j d L.:s.A �';..)� I � � l? j � d L.:s.A '\ 

309 



3 1 0  Answers to exercises 

Exercise 7 

.�I • , ', - .tul4iJ lillI .. 1.< �� '  lillI .. 1 .< � -� - , C  � U"4 C  � r-:  
�� ��I # �� <.J.4 ��I # � ­

.�� 

.�I . , ', - � Jll:i ·.11 .. 1.< �� '  Jll:i ..  1 1 .. 1 .< ... <. -� , ',r.- � U"4 ..r.-- � r-: 
�J� FL,.,.bJ1 # �� <.J.4 FL,.,.bJ1 # � ­

.�� 

Exercise 8 , 
�� <.J.4 �I � -

�� <.J.4 ��-�I � ­

�� <.J.4 �I � -

Exercise 9 

�� <.J.4 J�I � ­

� � <.J.4 .i.4bJ1 � ­

�� <.J.4 ';JWI � -

.� <.J.4 � / �j ';J� �-Jj I'd like a gold/silver necklace, please . 

. � <.J.4 � / �j �� �-Jj I'd like a gold/silver ring, please . 

. � <.J.4 J.l.? J� �-Jj I'd like some leather sandals, please . 

. � <.J.4 Ubi ��-� �-Jj I'd like a cotton T-shirt, please. 

<.J.4 Ubi / jJ� � �-Jj I'd like a silk/cotton shirt, please . 

. � 

.� <.J.4 �4-j �4-j �-Jj I'd like a glass bottie, please . 

. � <.J.4 � �,;s. �-Jj I'd like a wooden chair, please . 

. � <.J.4 J.l.? � �-Jj I'd like a leather bag, please. 

<.J.4 �/�� � �-Jj I'd like a copper/silver plate, please . 

. � 



Answers to exercises 3 7 7  

UNIT 11  

Exercise 1 

General meaning Root Word 

calculating �/�/t �� 
bigness .;I �/ cl � 

� 
carving (wood) .;I �/ u � ..) . 

opening t/�/..,j C l.:i.i.c 

sealing (a letter) f'/ �/ t -L:.. � 
� 

moving along �/.;I J �1..)..1 

producing t/u/� � 
� 

falling sick �/.;I f' �jAO 
� 

, 

studying �/.;IJ 4......0..)..1..0 + 0"'..)..1..0 

Exercise 2 

o � ��I ----- pattern 1 
o ' .. �i:=A patteen 2 

u.J-:!-! pattern 1 

J�jj ----
pattern 1 

cl � ---- pattern 2 



3 1 2  Answers to exercises 

Exercise 3 

u� (lawn) colour 

J.+b (�abaq) plate 

� � (�a�ib) friend/owner 
/ 

� (shakl) shape 

�J (waqt) time 

J",....., (suq) market 
� �� (kub) cup 

� (sayf) sword 

� (qalb) heart 
/ 

d.L (mal ik) king 

� (shamta) candle 

t.2 t· (shaykh) sheikh 

Exercise 4 
.J4bi � .J4bi j)� t 
.J�i � .J�i j)� � 

·t� � ·t� � 'i j.A '\ 

Exercise 5 
.d� � �dJ-4.l 1 �i � 

.� u,-?-I�J.l1 '\ 
�W��� �'ij.A J.A V 

.WJ+e'el� � .'i A 

.,-:*� � .,-:*� j)� , 
.u� � .u� j)� � 
. J'iJi � .J'iJi �'ij.A � 

.u� j)� ' 
. J'iJi �'ij.A � 

.ol.4-� ��I � 

.';J� ,-:*IJS�I j)� t 



Answers to exercises 

Exercise 6 

.� � 'JJJ J4bi � �) 
.� � ,�� �IJSi �� �..Ji 

.� � 'u� � �) 
.� � ,'iJS u��j � �) 

·� � 't� � �) 
.� � ,�� (.)'oI4Si � �) 

Exercise 7 

Meaning Feminine (& non-human plurals) Masculine 

green 

blue 

black 

Y I� �i 
y\.j�j J�) 
Y IJ� J�i 

yellow Y I� �i 

Exercise 8 
o • �I� (.)'oI4S1 � 

J��I �I ,\ 
�Lij,).J1 �IJ..u1 V 

� 1�l t�I A 

UNIT 12 

Exercise 1 

thief 

investigation 

yesterday 

theft/robbery 

with 

�i � ' 
� I� �J� � 
�� * Ubi � * . � • 

�I� u��j t 

3 7 3  



3 7 4  

1 In Amman (Jordan). 
2 A million dollars. 
3 Yesterday. 
4 The Kuwaiti bank. 
S Two. 

Exercise 2 

Answers to exercises 

. �  ,,} �4� :<,';< ,� �� ,,} �4� ;,,',';$; JA , 

.:.r.� � �! �j ,'1 ��j4i � �! �j JA � 
.�I ,,} � �i ,� ��I ,,} � �i JA r 

�I �! �J '� �;.� (�) �I �! �J JA t 
. ;.� (�) 

,,} �F' � � ,'1 �-,,:!JI,;-ll ,,} �F' � � JA � 

. . .... r: 1 1 ·U-,,:!� 

Exercise 3 
.� � �J C 

.. . � � �! �j ,\ 

� � �I ,,}J V 

.-,,:!JI,rl1 ,,} �F' 

. . .  �I �! �I <,).4 �J " 

.� I .!.I4J:J1 �J.?oJ � 

Exercise 4 

�� ,,} � IjLA C 

�J �� �j wi , 

·u� �.l.4 .b...uJ ,,} 

�1 �! �j .. . �i Y 

... G.� 

.'lW:. u� �y1J '" 

. . . d:..:aI�I � t 

��I LA '\ ���I �r �i Y 

��F' � � �  V ��� � �! �j JA '" 

��I ,,} �i IjLA t 



Answers to exercises 

Exercise 5 

�J �I �! :<;4>� '\ 

.�.;S � 
�I ().4 :*.::..� .�i 

.G.� 

3 1 5 

{':4 ;;� U� �r v 
.�� 

.41 �! :<;4>� y 

Exercise 6 

��I �� I I �I JJl ,. 

. 6� �jJ .Q...w9 c:$ �9 �crf.» �j �\ 
. �� ��\ <:!.l4l\ d\ �:) OlU\ 

. d..>\..)\ c::...> ;.99' "  c.$LW 6� �..,J» "»;\ 
d\ �:) <:ill:) �9 � .. <. � c::.. ,� � 

• 9-:? � \.J \ c:$ ai> .rW-' \ <.:)-C- c. :. ..w 9 � ... )., ,\\ 

Exercise 7 

.�i �I � � �i 

.'iy. 4,-?j �J �� 

.�JJ4l1 '-;14 �� I� I:UJ ��J 

.G.� �y..J1 41 �I� �j � '�Ji 

.� �.;S � �  
.�� � �! �� . I�i 



3 7 6  

Exercise 8 

.�.l4l1 '-:'� ,..j �l,;l�.w.Jl � �l yAj � 
.�.l4l1 �J ,..j �� L,)� �l yAj 0 

.�1 ,..j ��1 � �� U� '-:'� � 

.�1 �1 0A t"':" , 
.�1 �1 �l t'?,) V 

.��.l4l1J �� lJ J'iJ'11 � � i 

.���1 �,;l�.w.Jl � ��1 0A � t 

Exercise 9 

-

Meaning �I Root J�1 

minister ,) j J 

ambassador J � (.)'01 

ministry ,) j J 

exhibition/ show � ,) t 

letter/message J (.)'oI ,) 

relation/link � J t 

Answers to exercises 

-

Word �1 
-

�jJ 

. -

� 

';JljJ 

�� 
-

d:..J� J 

-

J.j �  
-



Answers to exercises 

UNIT 13 

Exercise 1 
Plural 

J4? 

J� 

u.aJ 
J� 
� 

J.jJ 
t4� 

Exercise 2 

Exercise 3 
See page 169. 

Exercise 4 
See page 169. 

Exercise 5 

' A� V 
' �V A 

3 7 7  

Pattern Singular 

JW J+?. mountain 

JW � camel 

� � toy 

JW � sea 
0 , 

� � masterpiece/ artefact 

� a..J.jJ state/nation 

JW �..J wind 

.I..;I� �) .!lUll ���I � � � 

.J� � .!lUll ��J�I � � � � 
, , 

.� � .!lUll ��J� I � � � � 
.J4:?- � .!lUll ��J�I � � � t 

.J4--? � .!lUll ��J�I � �J � � 
.� �W .!lUll ��J�I � 4lL � '\ 

\ �  � �� � t '\  

V � '\ ' H  t A ' � 



3 7 8  Answers to exercises 

Exercise 6 

(wa�id wa-sittTn raju lan) �J '\ ,  

(thalatha wa-t!shrTn sayfan) � Y Y'  

(ithnan wa-sab(!n qalaman) L.4..li V Y 

(thamanya wa-khamsTn kalban) G..Js 0 "  

(tist wa-arba(!n Sura) �J� t � 

(thamanya wa-t!shrTn mifta�an) G.1..:i.i4 Y "  

(sitt tashar zujaja) 4�j , '\  

(thamanyat tashar jamalan) � ' " 

(thalath wa-tis(!n khayma) � � Y' 

Exercise 7 
, -

·JJ4 �I . ' 0  �JI�1 4jJ ��JI�1 4jJ � LA 
, 

)� �I . t . �JI�I 4jJ ��JI�I 4jJ � LA Y 

.J;;'Q �I .Y' . �JI�I 4jJ ��JI�I 4jJ � LA Y' 
, -

·JJ4 �I . , . �JI�I 4jJ ��JI�I 4jJ � LA t 

.I� )� �I .0 . �JI�I 4jJ ��JI�I 4jJ � LA 0 
, -

.J� �I . Y o �JI�I 4jJ ��)�I 4jJ � LA '\ 

Exercise 8 
, 

.J� �I ,'1 '\ . ' " �)�I 4jJ 

.� V . Y �  �)�1 4jJ 

, 

Y 

. Y .  ��I �JI�I 4JJ ,'1 " ·JJ4J �� �I Y' 
, 

.�JA t • .:JL..:a..4l � .J�J J � �I t 
, , 

.�JA y o  r.} � �I ,'1 , . .� �I ,'1 0 



Answers to exercises 

Exercise 9 
1 Ahmad. 
2 London. 
3 Cold and cloudy. 
4 Centre of town. 
S Japanese. 
6 To the museum. 
7 Went back to the hotel. 
8 Have you written a letter to me? 

Exercise 10 

3 7 9  

'';,..;L ��� 
u-l �.; .�..,, �� V_4h.lI.." V'""/ �  � � ret.!� � 

.L � . , _.b� � t;.Lfl � UA.., I I  �� 
'.J .. r� r- .. IJ - .  v- , . .JJJ.."JJ I.." ,..;.JL.i v-CJ.." � 1 � I �'; L.il w.; � .�...J 1 , 

UNIT 14 

Exercise 1 
See page 169. 

Exercise 2 

r�� '-? p � r�'!J .�I �! �.; 

.�I �� J+i �I �� 

'>'�J�I �� � �I �� 

.��I �� J+i � �I �� 

'>'�J�I �� J+i >,l,j�1 �� 

.�I �� � �I �� 
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Exercise 3 
algebra 

emir (prince) 

saffron 

alkali 

vizier (minister) 

tamarind 

alcohol 

Exercise 4 

�I� 

��j,) 

��,j 

��J 

Exercise 5 
, 

ul� 

u�,) 

u¥,j 

u�J 

Exercise 6 

Meaning 

ministry 

embassy 

' Ip' u ,) 
, 

J�I 

�...jJ 
" J+?-ll 

�i 

�I 

ambassadors 

presidents/ chairmen 

leaders 

agents 

(female) ambassadors 

Answers to exercises 

(female) presidents/chairwomen 

(female) leaders 

(female) agents 

General noun Root letters 



Answers to exercises 32 7 

emirate ';j1.4! j � � 

agency �LSJ J cl J 
leadership ��j � t j 

presidency/chairmanship LUj U'"' � j 

Exercise 7 

Exercise 8 
Prince Abdullah/the ambassador of Pakistan 

.uu......s4 � .u.J1 � ��I �I 
Prince Abdullah received the ambassador of  Pakistan. 

� the Egyptian President/ a Saudi princess 

.�J� .;�i 'i�1 �,rI1 �I 
The Egyptian President received a Saudi princess. 

� the (female) Minister of Education/teachers' leaders 

.��.l4.I1 ��j tA ��I �I ';�.,jJ u� 
The (female) Minister of Education attended a meeting with teachers' 

leaders. 
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t the Minister of Agriculture/the German President 

.�I,;jJl .):!jJ �! �l,...,J �W11 �.;Jl � 
The German President wrote a message to the Minister of Agriculture. 

j) Prince Sulaiman/the British ambassador 

.�l.b.:!j.Lll �1 � u.�1 0� �11 � 
Prince Sulaiman attended a meeting with the British ambassador. 

'\ the Syrian President/the Deputy Foreign Minister ·4Jt..:..Il .):!jJ .;au i/J�1 �.;Jl �1 
The Syrian President received the Deputy Foreign Minister. 

V the Minister of Justice/the Iraqi president 

.�I",.aJl �.;Jl �l �l,...,J J�1 ,;J..jJ � 
The Minister of Justice wrote a message to the Iraqi President. 

" the Emir of Kuwait/the ambassadors of Europe ·4JJJi �1� �! �l,...,J u..aJS.ll �i � 
The Emir of Kuwait wrote a message to the ambassadors of Europe. 

Exercise 9 

V ·�4,;J1 �! �l..b.:!�1 t LiJ-l1 �jJ yAj , 

V .�l..b.:!�1 �jJ-l1 � ��I �I � 
K .�i p 4 (;Sa � �jJ-lI ��1 �I � 
K .� ljjJ-l1 �J JA � ��I t 
K ·u� �! �l..b.:!�1 �jJ-l1 �J JI 19; .. 81 � � 

K ''1J�1 tLiJ-l1 �jJ JA � ��I "\ 
V .tLiJ-l1 �jJ y:sw JA �y1i ��I V 
V.�l.w4J ul�i '1J�1 Y:S4- 0A 4." I:> II � A 
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Exercise 10 

.�I �I �l '�jJ �Jliw..ll 0A �I�I t� , 
. '.....L....J I . ...... 11 I." .:i..w.b . ·. A  I I � ,. � .r.:-- tA u-- . �....;.:r 

.��J.?-ll �J4w-l' � I�J �I �! ��j.ll �j " 

·tLi.l-l1 j-f)J �! �L...uJ �J � � �.rI' � t 

.'iJS. �4-4-j IJ-!yli clJj �J ,�I � � J4-.rI' JSi 0 

.�J.?o � t: t.:Ui1 JL...::U.i'i I � �jJ �� '\ 

'J�I cl�1 u�JJ 4' �! �,.j �j V 
��tj�1 r"� �.rI' u.LU Ijl.4 " 

UNIT 15 
Exercise 1 

,. . 

t • 

o .  

'\ . 

v . 

" . 

� . 

� I) 

t ,.  

,. t  

. ..  � � 

�"" 

� 

� 
, 

� 
, 

�W 

� 

�J � 

� i 'ij� 
•

. J J  

. .. � �·i � J .J 

" 

H 

, ,. 

H 

' 0  

' " 

W 

' " 

, � 

,. . 

� �i 

� WI ,. 

� 'ij� ,. 

� �·i .J t 

� � I) 

� � '\ 

� � V 
� �W " 

� � � 

0:!� , . 

�Ij 

. ili, u , 
'ij� 

��i 

� 
. ::. � , 

. , 

� 

�W 
. � 

, 

�� 
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Exercise 2 

H '  V '\ , 0 

"" '\ V .  t o '\ � 

Exercise 3 

'\ 

VV V .  '\"" 0 '\ t �  t Y  ,,"0 � " n H V 
o 

(add together the previous two numbers) 

Exercise 4 
1 Khartoum. 
2 113 .  
3 229l . 
4 Saudi Arabia. 
S Belgium. 
6 Ash-sharq Al-Awsat. 

J..JJJ ' 0  

'J � 
(�J�.JlJ �J�I � j<A4) 'J "" 

.;,;:a� 0 '  t 

�I,;:a� � 0 

� '\ 

uL.:i,;:a� V 

(.;,;:a� ' ''" �) 'J " 

� � 

'J , . 
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Exercise 5 
, 

�� 

��j 

�I� 

��J 

�L.....j,) 

Exercise 6 

� , 

Jwi J� J",u .:,,1 0-:!/uJ 

- , 

J�Ji ul�i UJ�� � J�,) t� 
- , �I�i .:,,� � J4?- uJj..1 

, 

",:,I�i .:"I � � J� �� ,) " 

�i 
, 

,)� ,)� ..J� � ul,fo 

.:.l� (j'oI4Si u�I�J 

",:,J-li ",:,I�i uU� 

t� " Uki � .  .:,,1 l..i...J ,) -

.:.ljl4 

.o,)�I .} "':'� �� .:.l� �o,)�I .} � � , 

.o�1 .} J� �) .:.l� �o,)�1 .} � � � 

.o,)�I .} ':"1,;l�4&J � .:.l� �o,)�I .} o,)� � � 

. o,)�1 .} ,)� � .:.l� �o,)�1 .} o,)� � t 

.o,)�I .} u�I�J � .:.l� �o,)�I .} 41�J � I) 

.o,)�1 .} J�,) � .:.l� �o�1 .} �,) � '\ 

.o,)�1 .} � 6� .:.l� �o,)�1 .} 4k- � V 
, 

.o�1 .} yiJ �W .:.l� �o,)�1 .} 4aJ � 1\ 
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Exercise 7 

Exercise 8 

_-- ;;�14 

----- ;;J� 

----- .!.ll"!,�, 
. -

-

� 
.� ().4 � ;;�14 .l.:!Ji 

.� ().4 y.Jl� ;;J� .l.:!) 
.� ().4 J.1?. � .l.:!Ji 

.� ().4 �4-� .!.ll"!,r, .l.:!) 
.� ().4 ubi � .l.:!) 

Meaning Feminine 
/ 

green � I� 
. / 

blue �UJj 
. / 

white �� 
. / 

black � I..I.,...... 
/ 

yellow � I� 
. / 

red � I� 
. [add colour of your door (mase.)] � '-:14 

. [add colour of your car (fem.)] �J� � 
.y.A4 J",..,t � �11 �I yo 

. J."....,u I � � I� �LW �J.?J t 

. .,.I�J .,.IJ."......J .,.� y.A4 �IJ 0 

Answers to exercises 

Masculine 
• �I 

..... 0 � 

JJjl 
,,- o F. 

• 1 � 
/ • •  ..1.,...... 1 

- . • �I 
/ . • �I 
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Exercise 9 

)Ct �W'JI ��J .LWLiJ �i yAj ,�WI t,,..� ..... 81 � 

.;.� �I fA� .:JUA I�JJ ;;,;ALiJI �l 

� (j'�1 �I �l l�jJ G.� ��'JI �� �'JI fA� 
cl,lj .l.1-! .��� � L.:.o� .:JUA IJ�JJ ,��I �J 

0A � .LWLiJ �i JS:iJ �I �4-! � �l l�j 

'�..)J-! JS:i �LA USJJ ,�'JI �I 

� .LWLi . '.< 1 ,�I.jj I '  - 0  " LA  �i ' " :'11 , u-J 
_ ..Y-SJA jJ J � � fA� 

.><Lj�1 fA� ��'JI t-?..) ,I�i .�'J 4� �J uJS...4.l1 � 

Exercise 10 

.!.L:J \ C l=! \ 
��, .)41.:)' 

J .4.:>-i .J:'" � \ � .r" 
�, �, �')\...,�' .:)r.J' 

There are many possible questions. Try to check yours with an Arabic-speaker. 
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UNIT 16 
Exercise 1 

.J.....w�1 �l..w..Il ��l..w..I l � 
. .u..wUJI �l..w..I l ��l..w..I l � � 
.�WI �l..w..I l ��l..w..I l � � 
.�WI �l..w..I l ��l..w..I l � t 

.;;� �J�I �l..w..Il ��l..w..I l � � 

Exercise 2 
, 

Answers to exercises 

. ,:..Ji.JIJ ;;�WI �l..w..Il ��l..w..Il � 
.��IJ �WI �l..w..I l ��l..w..Il � � 

. �.� .. IIJ �WI �l..w..I l ��l..w..I l � � 
.I'; I� �! ;;�WI �l..w..I l ��l..w..I l � t 

.�I..iJ � �! �Jl..w..I l �l..w..Il ��l..w..I l � � 
.�I..iJ � �! ;;� �J�I �l..w..Il ��l..w..Il � '\ 

Exercise 3 

Arabic film 

Thursday showing 1 .30pm 

times 

Friday showing 1 .30pm 

times 

Saturday showing 4.45pm 

times 

American film French film 

3pm 

9pm 6pm 



Answers to exercises 

Exercise 4 

u.u.Jt . . . 

. 
• • (JA �� 

. �L....tiJt JSG 

Try to check your paragraph with an Arabic-speaker. 

Exercise 5 
(These are model answers: yours may vary slightly.) 
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·4tJ,u4 �.l:i 'J�4 �J�t �! �Ij �.l:i 'J , 
�l:! ,�tJ ��t ��t �J�t �! J� �l:! 'J � 

.�Wt �L....Jt 
.'JjS. 44-,:, �� ''iLl. u� J� �� 'J ,. 

L.u-?-J � ,,",..1.iltJ .;�t.j-lt �L....Jt L.u-?-J �Ij � 'J t 

.� tJ �L....Jt �L....Jt 

Exercise 6 & Exercise 7 
Try to check your answers with an Arabic-speaker. 

Exercise 8 

��t � ��t �J� �tp �Ij�t �� U�J.u t.l1.4 
.il.JWt �L....Jt � � tJ .;�t.j-lt 

��t � u�4.rlt �J� �G.� �Ij�t �� U�J.u t.l1.4 � 
�J� ill.l .l.L!J ';�Wt �L....Jt � � tJ �Wt 

. .;� �Wt �L....Jt � �'Jt 

.;�tJ-lt ��t � �.rlt �J� �tp �'Jt �� U�J.u t.l1.4 ,. 
.il.JWt ��t � �tJ 
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.u.L...U1 ().4 ��I ()'oI..)� �G.� �I �� U�..)� Ij1.4 t 

()'oI..)� cl.Ij �J i)�WI .u.L...U1 � �IJ .t:wliJl 
.i)� �liJl .u.L...J1 � ��4"rl1 

.u.L...U1 ().4 4i1�1 ()'oI..)� �I� �I �� U�..)� Ij1.4 0 

.ililiJl .u.L...J1 � �IJ i)�IJ-l1 

.u.L...U1 ().4 .i...04"rl1 ()'oI..)� �I� .l.? 11 �� U�..)� Ij1.4 '\ 

.ililiJl .u.L...U1 � � IJ i)�IJ-l1 

().4 4! ·'!J.l1 �ji.J1 ()'oI..)� �G.� ��I �� U�..)� Ij1.4 A 
()'oI..)� cl.Ij �J i)�WI .u.L...J1 � � IJ .t:wliJl .u.L...J1 

.i)� �liJl .u.L...J1 � ��4"rl1 
Exercise 9 

U��J �..) �! .t:wliJl .u.L...U1 �� ().4 J�J11 �� �� Js 
�J i)� �liJl .u.L...U1 � U�")� .�":;J14 �..)�I �! 

.�I�I uJ-IS4 cl.Ij 
.u.L...U1 � � IJ i)�IJ-l1 .u.L...J1 ().4 U�..)� �I�I � 

.�� �! �..)�I ().4 U�.)':! � ililiJl 
Exercise 10 
• Damascus University • medicine • lectures on Sunday/Tuesday/Thursday 
• eggs/tea for breakfast • leaves house Warn • university by train 
• attends lectures/sits in library until 4pm • returns home 
• Friday goes to cinema with friends • eats in falafel restaurant 

UNIT 1 7  

Exercise 1 

biscuits --� 

shampoo 

rice -__ -

cake 

sugar 

macaroni 

: ' I ..)..) 

� 
�Jfo 

Wa � 
U:!� 



Answers to exercises 

Exercise 2 

Exercise 3 

�G.. . . .) 

� 
. � 

33 1 

.�I �l.....4 -
·.:Jri � . . . �1.,1.4 4 .)�I �l.....4 -

. . . U-:!j 4l?j � ().4 �i -

�.;lJ -
.� ().4 .;lJ  � 'i -

.� -

.j.;i �J �Jo:HS �Jfo 4kJ ­

.�I.,I.4 4 � ­
�� ().4 ��I � . . .  I� -

. .:,,� ';� ­

.� -
.�I.,1.4 4 ��I l';4 . . .  I� -

.� .w l -
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Exercise 4 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  , •• , . 't  ••• " ,.,_  ttt 

l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  L;.Jw . ��.t"tl ....., \ 
" III _ � \- " 

: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  � """,..oI.L, . � J..I.:Al \ ('""" � 
· -
· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ""� . . . .  ��..u., . 

� . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ��.1. . .  �J��\ .)� 
· 

· 

· 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  J.� .IJ ... � ... . .  �IJ�\ �) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ..v.�.A� . . . ��L.!.al\ � 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .(.!. l .� ) .J)L,; A . . . .  �a..�\ � 
• . . . .. . . <10 .. lit " 4o  .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. ..  \Ii . . . .. . .  ill . .. . . . . . ... .-t.n- " 

Exercise 5 
Plural Noun of place Verb 

(meaning) (meaning) 
-�� � �/� 

playing field/pitch/court to play 
-

w-OJ� �� ��/�� 
exhibition/show to exhibit/show 

- , 
�1,l.4 �,l.4 ��/�J -

entrance to enter 
- , 

t�� t� t�/t,.p. 
exit to exit/go out 

- -

�1..b.4 � �/� 
restaurant to taste 

- , • I..b.4 � � �/� 
kitchen to cook 

-
J....L.U � �/� -

launderette to wash 
- , 

J.?� � �/� 
mosque to bow in worship 



Answers to exercises 

Exercise 6 

J�bl �I 
�� �w. � t/ 

�.t:!L..J� ��J � 
- .11 ::.1..11 �,. � 

�!)4) V ·  

�!)4) \ .  

�!)4) 'i./) 

�!)4) <; /)  

�!)4) <;A 

j,;�� .!l........ t/ 
��� r-J 

�IJ �uw� �Jfo.a 

';;'�9�I 
�!)4) \ V  �� 1/L..1 �!)4) \ '(  ;;� 
))4) \ A  Jli:i.)-! � �!)4) \ /)  "L..1 

�!)4) <; .  rLLi �t/ �!)4) \ 'i.  'i."s 

Exercise 7 

rrrr rrrrrrrrrrrr 
r · �� dhl..w 
y .  j;!)4 � 
fo -

�.".J �\ 
f ·  \A.J � 

I to t�' 
I L o ·  1. '  • �.J.;;". + 

1 01 . 0 ·  �.w4 t�' 

3 3 3  
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Exercise 8 
rrrr rrrrrrrrrrrr 

o ·  

I '  

fA 

' A  
' II 

' V  
' Al' 

Exercise 9 
Meaning 

to heat 

to travel 

to mend/fix 

to embrace Islam 

to tidy/arrange 

to talk/ discuss 

to teach 

Exercise 10 

��� dk.lw 

0llb�4 �  
" �\.., -) " �  

�4 <$l.W 
t�1 
.1. , . 4...0� + 

<l.,oW,-! t�1 

Present Past 
. - , . -

� � 
, -

" l.w..a � " .;i� 
, - , .-

� � 
, -

� �i 
, , . -

y-',r.! y-'J 
, -

�JG..-:! �JG.. 
, - , . -

(,)'-IJJ-:! (,)'-IJJ 

Form Root 

I I  � 
I I I  � 
I I  � 

IV � 
I I  y-'J 

I I I  �� 

II (,)'-IJJ 

"� ,� ��I � J.4l 

"��i ,� �dJ4jJl >��i J.4l y 

"�� ,� ��I �� J.4l r 



Answers to exercises 

Exercise 1 1  

.J� � �� JS O  
.�.r11 LA� '\ 

.�� V 

.�l.....t..4 � �� Js " 

Exercise 12 
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.,)'!!j�1 �� , 
.�.r11 r6; (19; ... 1 � 

.��I d '19; ... 1 r 
.�� <WJ.?oJ t 

.��i U .iJ4�1 ��i U / .�� � .iJ4�1 �� � , 
.d�t;,; U .�4..t.J1 ; oi:. u / .� � .�I�l'�' 'I . "t6'·.'1 � � 
.� u .�I � u / .� � .�I � � r 

�fo.ll � u / .d ;';0'1 � .� I �fo.ll � � t 

� u .J�1 

.LA� u .J.h.L...J1 � u / .LAj6'?:: � .�I j6'?'1 � 0 

Exercise 13 
Try to check your conversation with an Arabic-speaker. 

UNIT 18 

Exercise 1 

(asraV t�i �� � 

(arkha�) �) �� , • 

(akthar) �i � " 
(af9al) �i �� , �  
(aghna) �i � , r  

(afqar) jii � , t 
(ahamm) �i �LA ' 0  

(atwal) Jjl=i J.:!� , 
(akbar) �i � � 

(ajmal) �i � r 
(aqba�) �i � t 

(a�ghar) �i � 0 
(aqdam) ��i �J.9 '\ 

(ajadd) �i �J.?o V 

(ashadd) �i �J..I1 " 
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Exercise 2 

.� I�.l-ll ().4 tJ""li �J� I CI .I 191,;ii � �.l.4 �i �jAl.i..ll � 
.4:" 1h! " ().4 �i �jJl.l1 '\ .�WI � �)..9 �i �f f 

Exercise 3 
Car 1 Car 2 Car 3 

largest V 
smallest 

fastest V 
newest V 
cheapest 

most expensive 

Exercise 4 

.��I "; �WJ �� A .�I ;;�I ;;J�I "laI w� t 

. ,,�I �f .�i llal .� " .w� ;;J� tJ"'""iJ �i "I�I '\ 

Exercise 5 

11./� 4 � ().4 " . . .  � ().4 ,�'11 H 

1,,1�1 � V .�iJ �) ,,�I , .  

�J � �J J.:4.? � .u 0LS . 11," " I./j� 0LS � �� � 
.� .u �J � 0�1 �J ,��I 

��J �J.:?� �J� 4J 0LSJ , 4"1;
'

, �� 4Jj �LS ,�WI � 

.��J 4J ,Y-lS 4J �J �� 0�1 �J '�J � y-lSJ 



Answers to exercises 

Exercise 6 

o� � Jjki ';�I u.j� t 
��UJI ��I � U:!i 0 

o�.lA.I 1 .b....aJ � � '\ 

Exercise 7 & Exercise 8 (in brackets) 
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o�W I � L..:...�� �i u� , 

olJ"'o4i I�L.::.. u� �I � 
o�I �� �I � � '" 

o� (u�1 �J) wi u�1 . 11;', � � U:!� � , 
(u�1 �J) JA u�1 o� 1 � �i u� � �� � � 

o� � y--ul..::...4 

o�� � (u�1 �J) � u�1 o�J.lA.I1 � I..�� �l.w � � '" 
�J) � u�1 o';� �� �4",.J1 d:s� � � o� t 

o�J� 1 � �� �i (u�1 

o�1 ';,;IjJ � Wr!��'Q (u�1 �J) �j u�1 o��� � �WI � 0 
oJ� 1 � (u�1 LklJ) � u�1 o� 1 � � U!i9!9J � '\ 

Exercise 9 

�I J�I tJ�1 ' WI � 
Meaning Root Present Past 

to fly J/,!/J,:, � (u�) J� 
to visit J/J/j JJ� (u�) Jlj 

to run ,!/J/� '!� (��) 4S� 
to sell t/'!/� � (�) t4 

J/J/t 
, 

(u�) J� to return J� 
to call J/t/J 

0 ,  

(u�J) �J �� 
J/ ,!/j 

, 

(u�j) Jlj to increase �� 
to say J/J/� J� (uJi) JI..9 

to throw ,!/�/J �� (�J) �J 
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Exercise 10 

Answers to exercises 

·�11 � ' 

.��I � �  

.LiA �L.:U 0 

��I � j< 1,;j�1 �� '\ 

.,JI.Si�1 1�.l4iJ �� �� �j� JA Y' 

.���I tA .;� uiJ� t 

Exercise 1 1  
Try to check your conversation with an Arabic-speaker. 

UNIT 19 

Exercise 1 

I .  i I .ti I ' � 14 • . �-.H �J � �  . (.)'J,J � 
... 1 I .ti 14 � . • .�� �J � . �� � 

.. -:<i l oti ·· ·t.· · · .:. i � � 
• .-.H.:r- �J u--- . � � 

� Lti .. .1 ... t. . .. .:. i · .� �J �� � u--- � 

.�I� �J �.l � �14 � 
• I .ti I .  i � 14 • .�� �J �-.H . � � 

• • l oti � � .. -:<i • . �.)-J �J � . -.H.:r- � 

.�14 �J (.)'J,J14 � J..!�i � 

Exercise 2 

(.)'J,J14 , 
. � �� 

� Y' � 
�i t 

UJ O  � � 

�14 '\ 

.. -:<i V -.H.r-
J..!�i " 

j< 1,;j�I �,J tA ��I �j�1 ,J;;""1'" .G.� �I� �Y' .i� 

��l......L4.I l tA � � � cl./j �J .;� �.lWI �l.w..ll 
.�,J 11 �G.JI �l.w..ll �I ';,JljJ � 

Exercise 3 

.U-:!j5J1 �j�1 ,Jlj .�I� � • •  �i JJi 

·0.l,J �I �j�1 ,JJ� .�I� � t .� � 

Try to check your diary and description with an Arabic-speaker. 



Answers to exercises 

Exercise 4 
1 Minister of Defence. 
2 Six. 
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3 Any three from France, Belgium, Oman, Bahrain, Saudi, Kuwait. 
4 Tomorrow. 
S Washington. 
6 Paris. 

Exercise 5 

�J�I/�4�1 

Lr.!�1 / �W4.II 
0�/� 

�ri/�Ij 

�)/�J4 
�/JwSJ')-! 

v 

" " " " " " " -----------------��r 

Exercise 6 

�J4 �! �IJ 

JwSJ.)-! �! �..J4 

.bi.u.w �! JwS J.)-! 

�W4.II �! .bi.u.w 
. L,rll �I �W4.II � - , 

U-:!JS..II �! �4,rl1 

- -

:�� YA 

:�J ' 

:�J Y 

:�J t 

:�J � 

:�J '\  

��I �� 

� I - f>� 

�I �� 
J,..:lo.11 �� 

��I �� 

�Lj�1 f>� 
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Exercise 7 
There are many possible sentences. Try to check yours with an Arabic­
speaker. 

Exercise 8 

he fell � 
he took off , � 
it seems that---,,<--_ 

watch out! 

the ground 

come closer! 

before you try � 
in a little while -------

Exercise 9 
Meaning Present 

to move off � 
to take care � 

to enquire �.i,,'! 
to work � 

to use/ employ �� 
to listen � 

to overturn � • M 

, MM I .,-!�, 
� 

J � . j  I.� j U � 
uj j� 

"--- uj � 'i 
� �  

/ �.)�I 

� �j 

Past Form Root 

&1W1 VII � 
�I VIII .uj 

�! X � 
J,i.:i.J:a I VIII Ji..1 

��! X �� 
M I �, VIII � 

�I VII u-li 



Answers to exercises 34 7 

UNIT 20 

Exercise 1 

�1.:'�l rU '� � �� � # �J 0 

.,,� 4 J.,:ul C� y 
;i " ... I' .� . . .  �j41 � t 

. � (L.k) �G. . .  �: .. .... < � · �i � c � . . . JJ ..;-- � , (JA � 

Exercise 2 

�4#1 ':..Jl �1 � . 

.�I C� 
, -.� .uJl A 

.� . � , � '\ (JA _ • 

. ��l tA .� V 

J��I �1 �4J�1 

clA.S: ��4 ��J � � �  L>� 
, ..1.4.:>o.i ----- .J.rl4 � J..jjfo 'ijS 

Exercise 3 
You should have chosen the tomato salad and the macaroni with 
tomato. The final bill and conversation will depend on your choice of 
dessert and drink. Try to check them with an Arabic-speaker. 

Exercise 4 
, 

(.)'oI�J , , �� � '\ (.)'oIJJJ �J:H U-:H 
�1� � H  �1,;l.� Lbi V 

, 
J , t� � 

�� � , � ��j:Q'Q 
... � ... � 

, , 
�J .:i...li.u A ��J 

- �i 
, " -'. , , ' 

� .  � H  u� �� 0. y:iS uL..:i.S 
, , 

�1�i �i ' 0  �/UJ�� �� , . �1.;jJ j:!jJ 

Y 

� 
t 

0 
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Exercise 5 

L.:u , t  ,r. t.:. �LiJI .u.�1 � M f'� ..r:- M 

J-i�j H f'� ,G.� �IJ �J�I .u.�1 � 
�� , .  f'� ,�� �LiJI .u.�1 � 

�J , ,,  f'� '�J �! ��I .u.�1 t 
�J1.4 '\ f'� ,G.� 6-.1.l.IIJ ��I .u.�1 " 

J.:!�j , f'� ,G.� ��J � �! �� �J�I .u.�1 '\ 

Exercise 6 

March France/Belgium 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

Exercise 7 

Meaning Form 

to approach VII I  

to  take out IV 

to wash 

to set off VII 

to mend/fix II 

Germany 

England 

America 

America 

Canada 

Mexico 

Present 

":I� 

�� 
� 

� 
, - , 

� 

Past 

":I�� 

��l 
� 

�� 
" -

F 



Answers to exercises 

to meet VII I  

to hold/convene 

to try/attempt II I  

to tidy/arrange II 

to clean II 

to visit 

to cooperate VI 

to remember V 

to take up (time) X 

Exercise 8 

� 

� 
, 

JJ� 
, " 

y.J,r.! 
, " 

� 

JJ� 

, 
. �  uJ M 

:;:; "' ''' .; 
.,s� 

J� 

M I �, 
� 

, 
JJG.. 

. , 

y.JJ 
. , 

.,jW 

Jlj 

, , 
UJu..:; 

:;; .. ..  
.,s.:u 

J�� 

.� � ,r.!jJ-l1 � �� Js , 

.�I �! �j �.:u �� Js � 

.��I .b.wJ � � I JJ� I.l£ '" 
. , 

.�i J�11 1� t  

.�i J......aJ�1 �I (ufi.:u 1.4) fi� � 0 

.��I �! �1..i�11 �� uu.L.....a '" � "\ 

'J�11 uJ-lJ4U� U� � J�� I � ljjJ � ��I V 

.�WI �WI Jj� Ujl � � U � I A 
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Exercise 9 

Answers to exercises 

. . , 
.I po 1.0; � o.;)�t �t)J � � 

� � 

A;', 1.0 o)�t �fo.lt � y 

,� ,�j � � f 

,� � ,�"j �l.w) ��S� � t 

, 18 ;'!;) ,�t,:p.Jt ,,} �t ,"':;;,; " 

,� ,��t � '\ 

, , 
, 1 . _  · " .... 1 ,�W ',lt · " .... 1 A �� r .� t� r 

,�! �j ,�t �! �j � 

,� � ,�t ' "ki",; � , .  



English-Arabic glossary 
The following glossary contains the key words presented in Mastering Arabic. 

The meanings given are as used in this book. There may be alternative 
English or Arabic meanings. For these, you will need to use a dictionary. 

Plurals are given in brackets after the singular. 

Verbs are followed by (v.) in the English. (If a word is not followed by (v.), 
you can presume that it is not a verb.) Both the past and present tenses 
are given in Arabic. 

A about (a subject, etc.) 0L 
above 

..... o .  

(..9Ji 
accountant �� 
actor (0-:1/u,,) � 
actress (ut) � 
aeroplane (ut) .;",;aLb 
affair ( ' ) ' ' u� uWa 
Africa UL : j - �  
after � 
after that 4Jj � 

� 
afternoon �t � 
agency (ut) J.JLS;� 
agent (��J) J:?j 
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ago: . . .  ago 

agriculture 

aid (e.g. foreign aid) 

aide 

all 

all right 

almonds 

ambassador 

America 

American 

and so 

appears: it appears that 

apples 

approach (v.) 

April 

Arab/Arabic 

Arabic (language) 

arrive (v.) 

artefact 

Asia 

assistant 

at (used to talk about possession) 

attempt (v.) 
attend (v.) 

August 

English-Arabic glossary 

, . . ' ... � 

(�I) �I,;j 

(�I) �� 

(�/UJ) �� 
JS 

� 
j,;J 

(� I�) � 
lS..a..;oi 

(�/UJ) �..;oi 

...i 

ui J� 
" 

t � 
-;. :' 

/ 
' ''' : 1 �� ��, 

J:! ° i :!..H 
(�,)i) �,)i 

�,).i.J1 
� / � ' 

, - J 

(�) � 
�f 

(�/UJ) �� 
, 0. � 

J�� / JjG. 
� / � , , , � I 



English-Arabic glossary 

B bag/case 

bag (plastic, etc.) 

baker 

ball 

banana(s) 

bank 

banner 

basket 

be (v.) 

beautiful 

bed 

before 

before that 

begin (v.) 

below 

beside 

better, best 

Best wishes (close of letter, etc.) 

between 

bicycle 

big 

bill 

biscuits 

black (masc./fem.) 

blue (masc./fem.) 
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(Y;Slb) � 
(��i) � 
( . / . ) ' G:::.. LH uJ j . 

(ul) �j 
• 

0-

JJA 
(.!l�) � 

(u41,;) �Ij 

(J�) � 

. � / ' 1,5;  u _ u 

� ,� 
(��I) �� 

� 
�j � 

i� / i " . - � 
-

� 
�� . .... . . �I 

- � - -

,.,r - - (:4 
� 

(ul) 41�J 
-

� 
(ul) ":I� 

u.a� 
�IJ� / J�i 
��� / (j�1 
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book 

book (v.) 

bookshop 

bottle 

box 

boy 

bread 

breakfast 

broken 

brother 

burger 

bus 

but 

C cabinet (of ministers) 

cake 

call (v.) 

camel 

can I have? (possible?) 

candle 

capital (city) 

car 

carpenter 

carry (v.) 

carton 

certainly 

English-Arabic glossary 

(�) �� 

� / � 
(ul) � 

, 

(ul) 4�j 

(�) LJi . . 

(J1ji) �j 
� 
�I .) . 

� 

(:;�V tl 
-

�� 
(ul) ��i / (ul) �4 

� 
(�4-4) � 

� 

Jo'� / �J 
(J�) J.4:? 

�� 

(t�) � 
(�Ij£.) �� 

(ul) :;}�.� 

(0:1 / UJ) .)� 

� / �  
(�) LJi . . 

. � � 



English-Arabic glossary 

chair 

chairman, leader 

chairmanship 

cheap 

cheese 

chef 

chemistry 

chicken 

China 

Chinese 

cigarette 

cinema 

city 

class, lesson 

clean (v.) 

clear (weather) 

clock 

cloudy 

coffee 

coffee beans 

cola 

cold 

colour 

come close (v.) 

complain 

349 

(rOJ1j) �j 
(��Jj) �J 

(ul) �l.,j,) 

�J 

(�/0J) t� 
��I 

( G.J) -hG.J t . . . 
�I 

- . 

� 
(0�) �JA 

(�J)) �jJ 
\,ji;';'J / \ Ji:. 

� 
(ul) �� 

..1,)4 
(01.,j1) 0.;J 

�:, / ' ,, : ,  �� ��, 

� / �  
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concerning 

condition 

conference 

continent 

convene (v.) 

cook (person) 

cook (v.) 

cooperate (v.) 
cotton 

country 

course (of a meal) 

court (tennis, etc.) 

cultivate (v.) 

culture 

cup 

cupboard 

0 daughter 

day 

day after tomorrow 

day before yesterday 

dear (opening of letter; masc./fem.) 

December 

defence 

defend (v.) 

degree (temperature, etc.) 

English-Arabic glossary 

� 
(JI�I) Jl...:l.. 

(ul) �� 

(ul) .;,.;Li 

� / �  , -
( .  / . ) . �  � uJ t .  
t'!h'! / � 

ujl� / uj� 

� 
(JjJ) �jJ 

( - �i) � (.9 • • 

(��) � 
, 

t� / tJ; 
(ul) �l.i:i 

( .  �) . �  � u . , 
(ul) �1j.1. 
( - U:S) u:u u . . 

( Gi) ., � - �� , 
� �  

�i JJI 

�J..a� / '1�� 
�J 

tLi� 
�I� / �IJ 

(ul) 4JJ 



English-Arabic glossary 

delicious 

democracy 

depart (v.) 

deputy 

desk 

desserts 

Dinar 

dinner 

Dirhem 

discuss (v.) 

do (v.) 

dog 

donkey 

door 

drawing 

drink (v.) 

drum 

E east 

eat (v.) 

economy 

education 

eggs 

Egypt 

Egyptian 

eight 

35 1 

� 
�I :  �I " �� 

Jo:I� / JJI.l. 
(ul <) u:au . J-I . '  

(�lSA) � 
G� � " 

�UJ) J�J 
�L1i 

(�IJJ) �)0:1 
�� / �lii 

. , 

� / JU  
(��) � 

�) J� 
(�I�i) �4 

(��J) �) 
, .� ' 

/ 
'� �� �r 

(J�) 4 
�,).1 

, . ' . 
JS4 / JSI 

. 
J�I 

� 
. . , 

� 
. 

� 

'-!� 
, �W 
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eighteen 

eighty 

eleven 

embassy 

emir 

emirate 

engineer 

engineering 

England 

English (adj.) 

English (language) 

entrance 

Europe 

evening 

every 

every day 

exchange (views, etc.) (v.) 

exhibit (v.) 

exhibition 

exit 

exit (v.) 

exterior 

F face 

factory 

faculty (university) 

English-Arabic glossary 

� �W �, , · ' W � 
� �1 

(ul) .;,;� 
(�I�f) �1 

(ul) .; ';1.4l 
(�/UJ) (,)'I� 

�J4J1 
, 

I�'-
�U ' �I � "  t.I � ' "  

�
11 

(J#l.I�) J1.� 
4JJJi 
�� 

� 

�� � 

J,JI !�J / J,J4i 
�� / �JL 

(�JL.U) �J.U 
( wu) " , �J ' �� 
�� / �� 

� �  � . J 
("�J) 4" 

( . �) '. " {::I � 
(ul) � 



English-Arabic glossary 

fall (Y.) 
fast 

father 

February 

fifteen 

fifty 

figs 

film 

finally 

find (Y.) 
fine (weather) 

firstly 

fish 

five 

flag 

flies 

fly (Y.) 
for 

forty 

four 

fourteen 

France 

French 

Friday 

friend 
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� / � 
-

�� 
(�LaQ \,.,,1 . . 

I . � �  
� � 

� 
� 

(��i) � 
f . i � 

� / �j 
� 

'1Ji 

� 

� 

(�4IJ) �IJ 
, 

uLaj 
. .  

fo. / Ju:' 
. . .  ...J 
- ' I �.,) 

�) 
� �) 

L...:aJi 
(,�/UJ) �) 

, 

�I -
. �� 

(��i) �� 



354 

from 

future 

G game 

general (adj.) 

geography 

German 

Germany 

girl 

give me 

glass (material) 

go (v.) 

go back (v.) 

go out (v.) 

gold 

good evening/afternoon 

good morning 

goodbye 

green (rnase/fern.) 

greeting 

grocer 

ground 

Gulf (the) 

H half 

hat 

he 

English-Arabic glossary 

0:A 
� 

(uiJ) � . . 

' Li  F' 
4i1�1 

" 
'WI � 

, , �WI 
(uL.:U) � 

�I 
L.:.. . � . J 

, -

�� / �j 
J� / J� ,�� / �J 

�� / �� 
�j 

, -

J�I �� ,�I �� 
;UI � ,�I � 

J r. . - r. . 
��I � 

�I� / �i 
(ul) � 

• 

(�/UJ) J� 
. " �J 

-
�I 

, � 
(ul) � 

- , 
� 



English-Arabic glossary 

head (of organisation, etc.) 

health 

hear (v.) 

heart 

heat 

heat (v.) 

heavy 

hello 

help 

helper 

hen 

her 

here you are (masc./fem./plural) 

his 

history 

hold (a meeting, etc.) (v.) 

home 

hospital 

hot 

hotel 

hour 

house 

how? 

how are you? 

how many? 
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� / � 
(��) yJi 

';}� 
� / � 

� 
�I 

(ul) .;�� 
(�/UJ) �� 
(�4-J) �4-J 

4-... 
IJ !.\�� / � / J:;'�� 

, 
<L. ...  

. U �..J 
� / ;u.  
( , 

) 
0 ,  

u� � 

( I : o. -;. 0 '

) 
: o. -;. 0 , � '9,;' " "  a 9,;, " II  a " '" 

'G, J 

(���) �� 

(ul) �L..:., 

( 
, 
) 

0 ,  

u� � 

� � 
�cl..IG. ; �/JWI ; � 

�� 



356 English-Arabic glossary 

how much? �� 

hundred (uw) �u 
husband (�IJ�i) �j� 

I wi 
, 

I'd like . . .  . . .  �) 
ice-cream rw...;S �f 
idea G�I) �� 
important ' u  � 
in � 

in front of �ui 
in the middle of �j � 

increase (v.) �� / Jlj 
industry (ul) �� 

, 
inexpensive �J 
inspector (�/ UJ) �/,�i'Q 
interior 41 ',;IJ 

investigation ( * I) * * :. u �  
Iraq * I�I � , 
Iraqi . 

* 1 � �  
it (masc./fem.) � / � 
Italian ��� 
Italy 4-I�� 

J January L.:U � * 
Japan · l...tWI U . 

* 

Japanese • .  l...tl...t � . * 
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Jordan 

Jordanian 

juice 

July 

June 

justice 

K key 

kilo 

king 

kitchen 

L laundry, launderette 

law (study) 

lead (v.) 

leader 

leadership 

learn (v.) 

leather 

leave (v.) 

Lebanese 

Lebanon 

lecture 

left (direction) 

lesson 

letter (mail) 

library 

357 

- ' 

uJ)�1 

�J)i 
� 
�-"=' 
�-"=' 

J� 
( �Li4) uL � C ' 

.# 
(.!J�) � 

(��) � 
(�u.4) � 

, 

JJh.Jl 

J� / JI.i 
, , 

("�j) �j 

(�1) oiAl..£.j 
• • � / �  

� 
J�� / JJ� 

- . � � . 
. � U . 

(�1) .;�� 
� J � 

Cjlol J)) UIoI)J 
(J;aL...iJ) �L...i� ,(�1) '-;I� 

(�1) � 
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Libya 

Libyan 

light (weight) 

like: I 'd like 

Lira (money) 

long 

lunch 

M macaroni 

madam 

man 

mangoes 

many 

March 

market 

masterpiece 

mathematics 

matter 

May 

me 

meat 

medal 

medicine (study) 

meet (v.) 

meeting 

mend (v.) 

English-Arabic glossary 

4+.!J 
(�/WJ) �'u) 

�J,f04 
�IJA 

(Jl?-) J?J 

�,)1.4 
(JI."....,i) J."...., 
(�) � 

u�4,rl1 

(W�) wi..:::, 
�1.4 

roo, 
� 

(ul) �I� 

yWl 
(.� / (.� , -;.. - / - -;.. I � " � � � -

(ul) t4� 
� / � 
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mentioned: above mentioned ,;JS.:i4 
middle �j 
Middle East �j'JI �1 

mild J� 
military �� 
milk � . " 

million (��) u� 
minister (�I,;jJ) �,.jj 
ministry (ul) ';JljJ 
minute (�I.jJ) J9!9J 
moderate J� 
Monday . '. :'':11 ' �, �� 
month �) � 

., 0 f; 
more, most psi 
morning � C ·  
mosque (.l:?"�) � 
mother (u�i) �i 
mountain (J4:?) J+?. 
move off (v.) �Ji,\,! / �� 
museum (�UA) � 
music �J-4 
my 'F""""  

N name (��I) �� 
nation (Jj�) �JJ 
nationality (ul) J1",\]' 
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necessary: it is necessary that 

necklace 

new 

newspaper 

nine 

nineteen 

ninety 

no 

noon 

north 

November 

now 

number (numeral) 

number (quantity) 

nurse 

o October 

office 

oil 

old (of objects) 

old (of people) 

Oman 

Omani 

on 

on the left of 

on the right of 

English-Arabic glossary 

. i :u 1 u . 

(��) ;;J� 

� �  
� 

1 
, 

� 
JW 

�� 
uYI 

(�Lijl) �J 

(JI�i) J� 

(ul) �� 

- .. -:<1 .)-!.r-
(��) � 

-

�� 
�I � 

u� 
(�/UJ) �� 

� 
L....U I� J - � 

� �  
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one 

only 

open (v.) 

opening ceremony 

oranges 

our 

overcast (weather) 

P packet 

palace 

parliament 

party (celebration) 

party (political) 

past: the past 

pen 

period (of time) 

pharaonic 

picture 

piece 

pigeons 

pitch (football, etc.) 

pizza 

plane 

plastic 

plate 

play (v.) 

3 6 7  

�IJ 

.bU 

C'ikl / � 
(ul) Clj;;'� 

J�" � 
u... ... 

0 u,  
� 

(�) � 
" " 

�) � 
(ul) uW:H 

(ul) � 

('.A�I) '-!� 
" WI � 

(��i) � 
(ul�) ;;� 

:;�� 
�) ;;J� 
(�) � 

� � 
(��) � 

I " -

:..>-'-:H 
(ul) ;;�I..b 

�� 
( - ubi) .... '.t.. \.9 "  '.:r.-

� / �  
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playing field 

please (masc./fem.) 

poor 

potatoes 

Pound (money) 

prefer (v.) 

prepare (v.) 

presidency 

president 

price 

prince 

princess 

profession 

professor 

pupil (school) 

put on (for clothes, etc.) (v.) 

put out (rubbish, etc.) (v.) 

Q quarter 

R receive (guests, etc.) (v.) 

red (masc./fem.) 

religious education 

remember (v.) 

reserve (v.) 

restaurant 

return (v.) 

English-Arabic glossary 

(��) � 
� .  / � .  , (J:4 (J:4 

(�Ifo) � 
� � . 

(ul) � 

� / � 
. " , 

/
. L 

J+-?-:! � 
.t.....UJ 

(�l.wJJ) �J 
(,�I) " � 

(�I.;A 1) .):!AI 
(ul) ';.):!AI 

( , ) * . " 

� �  
(';�l.wi) ju.:...f 
(';.lA �) j.w..U , * ,  

" , 

� / � 
o � ... 0 I �� / �� 
(e4JI) �.-> 

� / s·§\""1 .. ... .. ... 

�I� / �I 
> 

�.l-ll ��I 
> , ;;:; ... ... .;S� / .;S� 

� / � 
( lhA) � � 

J� / J� ,�� / &J 
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rice . ' I JJ 
, . .  rich � 

right (direction) � 
ring ( - I  ,

. ) - � fi"':l � fi"':l 
river G�I) �  
Riyal (.:J1) Ju..,) 
robbery (.:J1) .:ti;U 
rose (JJj) �JJj 
royal � 

, 

rubbish �u' . ..) 
run (v.) '1�/I.S� 
Russia �J..) 
Russian (�J..;) �J..) 

S salad (.:J1) � 
sandals J� 
sandwich � - o

. 
' 

(.)'oI-I-I..J� 
Saturday �I �� 
Saudi (country) �J�I 

Saudi (nationality) (<.HI UJ) �J� 
say (v.) J#:! I JLi 
school (�..)I..w) �J� 
sea G�) 0 , 

. � 
seems: it seems that U1 J� 
sell (v.) , I u t:H-:! t ·  

September � 
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service 

at your service 

session 

set out (v.) 

seven 

seventeen 

seventy 

shampoo 

shape 

she 

sheikh 

shirt 

short 

shorts 

show (v.) 

silk 

silver 

since (e.g. 'since 1982') 

sir 

sister 

sit down (v.) 

six 

sixteen 

sixty 

small 

English-Arabic glossary 

(..:J1) �� 
cl�l � 

(..:JI) �  

�}i..';-! / �'-

� 
L1 J+4 

(J�i) � 

� 
( . ,. ) . ' -. t� � 

( . �) : U � 

'i� 
(..:JI�I) u1.1 

� / �  
J.iw 

� �  
� 
� 
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so 

soap 

son 

south 

Spain 

Spanish 

speak (v.) 

sport 

state (condition) 

state (country) 

street 

strong 

student 

study (v.) 

Sudan 

Sudanese 

sugar 

Sunday 

supper 

sweet 

sword 

Syria 

Syrian 

T table 

take (v.) 

365 

. . .  ....i 

U�� 
(��i) · ' 1 . u·L 

. ' 
'-t� 

��� 
( I ) ' '�I (.H UJ � .  , 

. ,  . ,  

� / �  
(ul) W4,J 

(JI�i) JG. 

(JjJ) .tlJ.:i 
(t .. l�) t-.!W:. , 

�� 
( LJk) u-lLb . . ' 

�j� I �J.:i 
uIJ�1 

((.HI UJ) �IJ"""'" 
• 

fo 
��I i"� 

�� 

fo 
(..j�) � 

� / �  
((.H/UJ) �� 

(�I.,A) �.l;a1.4 
�4 / �i 
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take off (plane, etc.) (Y.) 
take out (rubbish, etc.) (Y.) 
take up (of time, etc.) (Y.) 

talk (Y.) 
tall (for people) 

tea 

teacher 

telephone 

television 

temperature 

ten 

tennis 

tent 

thank you 

theft 

their (masc./fem.) 

then 

there is/are 

there is not/ are not 

these (people) 

these (non-humans) 

they (masc.) 

they (fern.) 

thief 

third 
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thirteen 

thirty 

this (masc.) 

this (fern.) 

thought 

three 

throw (v.) 

Thursday 

time 

tin (of beans, etc.) 

to (for) 

to (towards) 

today 

tomatoes 

tomorrow 

toothpaste 

total 

towards 

town 

toy 

train 

tree 

try (v.) 

tube 

Tuesday 
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twelve 

twenty 

two 

U ugly 

university 

until 

V visit (v.) 

W waiter 

walk (v.) 

wash (v.) 

washing powder 

watch (wrist) 

watch out (v.) 

water 

watermelons 

we 

weak 

wear (v.) 

weather 

Wednesday 

week 

weight 

west 

what (+ noun)? 

what's your name? 
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what (+ verb)? 

when? 

where? 

which? 

white (masc./fem.) 

whole, unbroken 

why? 

wife 

wind (fem.) 

window 

with 

wood 

working session, workshop 

world (the) 

write (v.) 

y year 

yellow (masc./fem.) 

Yemen 

Yemeni 

yes 

yesterday 

you (masc./fem./plural) 

young 

your (masc./fem./plural) 

Z zero 
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Grammar index 
The following index contains the key Arabic structures and grammar in 
Mastering Arabic, referenced by page number. 

accusative case 144 dual 

active participles 285 noun 119, 163 

adjectives 56, 86 verb 284 

adverbial phrases 144 elision of al- 62 

agreement of adjectives 58 fat�a 5 

al if feminine 

as first letter of word 20 noun 30, 42 

al if maq�Ora 77 plural verb 283 

al if tanwTn 144, 252 forms of the verb 234 

assimilation 72 forms II, I I I  and IV 235 

attached pronouns forms V and VI 255 

with noun 60, 127 forms VII, VII I  and X 268 

with verb 238 future with sa-/sawfa 262 

with lakin (but) 250 gender 23, 30 

bi + transportation 214 genitive case 80 

case endings 48 hamza 20, 184 

collective nouns 85 hollow verbs 253 

colours 142 i<;lafa 33, 83, 195, 227 

comparatives 245 genitive with i<;lafa 88 

<;lamma 5 kam + singular 121 

defective verbs 253 kasra 5 

definite article (al-) 57 masculine nouns 30, 42 

definite case ending 62 moon letters 72 

370 



Grammar index 

negative 83, 216, 239 

nisba adjective 107, 1 10 

nominal sentences 22 

nominative case 48 

non-human plural 138 

nouns of place 230 

numbers 1 15,  169, 171 

passive participles 285 

past tense 156, 283 

past tense negative 239 

with lam 239 

with ma 239 

plural 

sound feminine 45, 86, 164 

sound masculine 45, 86, 163 

broken plural 135, 167, 286 

. plural with numbers 120, 1 72 

possession 

with tinda 126 

with I i  126 

with mata 126 

possessive constructions 33 

present tense 218, 223, 283 

present tense negative 216 

question marker (hal) 75 

root letters (al-ma�dar) 131 

shadda 9 

singular verb with plural 193 

sukOn 8 

sun letters 72 

superlatives 245 

syntax 

ta' marbOta 
time 

verb 

verbal nouns 

vowels 

short vowels 

long vowels 

was/were (kan) 
weak verbs 

word order 
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