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INTRODUCTION

Geography and Climate

The Republic of Georgia, as the country is known today, is situated
in the South Caucasus, to the east of the Black Sea which forms
the country’s western boundary. It is bordered by Russia to the
north, Azerbaijan to the east, and Turkey and Armenia to the south.
The capital, Thilisi, in the fifth century became the center of polit-
ical power of central and eastern Georgia (the regions of Kartli and
Kakheti).

Georgia is mostly a mountainous country, with the Great Cauca-
sian Mountain Range stretching along its northern border and the
Lesser Caucasus Mountains delineating its southern provinces. The
Kolkhida lowlands spread along the Black Sea, and in the east, rich
arable valleys along the River Alazani nourish Georgia’s famous
vineyards.

The western regions enjoy a mild, subtropical climate, while the
central and eastern parts of the country have colder winters and
hotter summers. From time immemorial the climate of the entire
country has been particularly well suited to the cultivation of various
types of grapes, and Georgian wines compete with the best wines of
Europe. In fact, it is believed that Georgian valleys and lowlands are
the birthplace of viniculture.

Population

According to the 2002 census, the population of Georgia is just
over four million, with 80 percent of the people Georgian, 6.5 per-
cent Azeri, 6 percent Armenian, 1.5 percent Russian, and just over 3
percent of various other ethnicities: Abkhazian, Ossetian, Chechen,
Kurd, Turk, etc. A sizable Jewish community dates back to the fifth

century BC.
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The majority of Georgians are Orthodox Christians, although
during the last decade American missionaries of various Christian
dominations have been making inroads among them. Muslims make
up about 10 percent of the population; some of them are Georgians
living mostly in the southwestern region of Achara. They are the
descendants of those forced to convert to Islam during the eleventh-
century invasion of the Seljuk Turks. There is a small percentage of
Catholics, while the Armenians, though Orthodox Christians like the
Georgians, are of the Armenian-Gregorian confession.

Until the collapse of the Soviet Union, there was almost no emi-
gration from Georgia. During the past decade, however, because of
economic hardships and other social and political problems plaguing
the country, Georgian émigré communities have been growing in
various countries of Europe and America. The largest of them are
in France, Germany, England, and the United States. A large area in
the northeastern part of Turkey once was an important cultural center
of the Georgian kingdom, and as a result about a million and a half
people of Georgian and Laz descent live in Turkey.

The Georgian Language

The Georgian language (kartuli ena) is the official language of the
Republic of Georgia. It is spoken by about four million people living
in the country and by ever-growing communities of Georgian émi-
grés across Europe, the Middle East, and the United States.

Though the majority of linguists consider Georgian to be a non-
Indo-European language, there are those who argue that it has a
genetic link to the Indo-European family of languages from which it
digressed significantly due to its geographic isolation. Some scholars
thought it might be possible to prove a link between Georgian and
Basque, another non-Indo-European language of unknown origin.
This fascinating but controversial-—and by now mostly rejected—
hypothesis still has a few diehard believers both inside and outside
of Georgia.

Georgian, or kartuli, and three other languages related to it: Men-
grelian (megruli), Laz (lazuri), and Svan (svanuri) form a group
known as the Kartvelian languages of the South Caucasus. Geor-
gian and European linguists believe that these languages branched
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off from their common ancestral proto-Kartvelian language in the
second millennium Bc. 'Today, about half a million people living in
the region of Mengrelia (samegrelo) and other parts of Georgia speak
Mengrelian. The majority of the some thirty thousand Laz speakers
live mostly in Turkey. Svan, spoken by the inhabitants of a moun-
tainous northwestern region, is probably the most archaic of the four
Kartvelian languages. According to the 1979 Soviet census, about
twenty-five thousand people spoke Svan, but today that number has
dwindled to less than fifteen thousand. Both Mengrelians and Svans
living in Georgia are bilingu'gl, speaking their native language as well
as Georgian (kartuli). Georgians proper, however, do not understand
either Svan or Mengrelian unless they have been exposed to them for
a significant period of time.

The first Georgian alphabet, asomtavruli, probably modeled on
Greek and Phoenician letters, was created sometime in the early
fourth century when the Christian faith began to spread first in
Kartli in central Georgia, and then to other regions. Conversion to
Christianity required the intense study of scriptures, and Georgian
clerics dedicated themselves zealously to this task, often traveling to
Greece, Palestine, and even Egypt in order to immerse themselves
in teachings of the new-found faith. The early Georgian asomtavruli
texts were chiseled on the floors of churches inside and outside of
Georgia. The oldest of them found in Palestine is dated at about 430
AD. Another one, inscribed around year 493 ADp, is in the church of
Bolnisi in central Georgia. Used until the ninth century, asomtavruli
underwent gradual changes, and over the following two centuries the
resulting alphabet was transformed into mxedruli, a more rounded,
“curly” shaped alphabet. The word mxedruli, derived from mxedari
(a horseman), indicates the spread of literacy beyond strictly clerical
circles. This is the alphabet that has been used in Georgia since the
eleventh century to the present.

The gradual development of the Georgian language can be traced
through a great number of literary works produced throughout the
fifteen centuries since the creation of its first alphabet. Apart from
translations of scriptural writings, the earliest Georgian literary works
were hagiographies, that is, lives of Christian saints and martyrs. The
oldest among them, The Martyrdom of Shushaniki, was written in the
second half of the fifth century. A great variety of other ecclesiastic
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and secular genres comprise an impressive body of Georgian medi-
eval literature, which reached its height in the eleventh to twelfth
centuries.

The Georgian language displays surprising stability and consis-
tency in its grammatical system. Today, eighth-grade students can
read with relative ease eleventh-century texts, and almost any Geor-
gian, young or old, can quote stanzas from the twelfth-century nar-
rative poem The Knight in the Tiger’s Skin, a part of high-school
curriculums.

Up to the nineteenth century, Georgians learned how to read and
write in churches and monasteries, some of which developed into
important cultural centers. Institutions of formal education, schools
for elementary literacy, gymnasiums and religious seminaries, open
mostly to the nobility and members of the emerging middle class,
appeared in the early nineteenth century after Georgia became a part
of the Russian empire. In accordance with the Imperial government’s
aggressive policy of Russification, the language used in these insti-
tutions was exclusively Russian. Since the mid-nineteenth century
Georgian intellectuals intensified their efforts to restore their native
tongue to its proper place in the country’s cultural life. Gradually,
they managed to obtain permission from Russian censors to publish
newspapers and magazines in Georgian. Many other prominent Geor-
gian intellectuals of the period contributed to the resurrection and
development of Georgian culture, and to the establishment of an edu-
cational system in their native language. A writer and educator, Jacob
Gogebashvili (1840—-1912) holds a very special place among them.
In 1876 he published Deda ena (Mother Tongue), a primer for first
graders of elementary school. Still today, Deda ena remains the basic
model for primers for Georgian first graders.

On January 26, 1918, a day of seminal importance for Georgia,
Thilisi University, the first and only university in the entire South
Caucasus at that time, was inaugurated. It was open to men and
woman of any ethnicity and of any religious beliefs, and courses
were taught both in Georgian and Russian. A group of Georgian
scholars who had been educated in Russian and European universi-
ties had worked for years to overcome numerous financial and polit-
ical difficulties to achieve this goal.

After a brief period of independence from 1918 to 1921, Georgia
was incorporated into the Soviet Union. Whatever the shortcomings
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of the highly centralized, state-run Soviet educational system, Geor-
gians benefited from the government’s campaign of universal literacy
and free education. Trying to counteract the Russification policy of
imperial Russia, the Soviet government encouraged native-language
education in all of its republics to ensure the speedy elimination of
the illiteracy of over 70 percent of its population. In numerous edu-
cational institutions located in areas densely populated by various
ethnicities, parents could choose to send their children to Georgian,
Russian, Armenian, or Azeri schools. In the late 1930’s, learning
Russian also became obligitory in elementary and high schools.
Although the majority of courses in the university and various col-
leges (pedagogical, technical, medical, etc) were taught in Georgian,
each of these institutions also had several Russian-language depart-
ments. Georgians and non-Georgians wishing to study fields not avail-
able at Georgian universities could enroll in universities in Russia or
other republics of the Soviet Union by passing the entrance exams.
The 1979 census showed that Georgia was at the top of the list, with
the greatest number of people with college and university degrees.
The political unrest in Georgia after the collapse of the Soviet
Union caused a serious setback to the country’s educational system.
In the past four to five years, however, significant improvements
have taken place as the education system decentralized and under-
went changes in its curriculum and structure. Many young Geor-
gians are taking advantage of new opportunities that allow them to
study abroad. Pressures of globalization and of the job market have
required the younger generation of Georgians to acquire fluency in
foreign languages, especially English, and in a number of schools all
courses are now taught in English, German, or French. However, the
vibrant intellectual and cultural life of the country testify to the fact
that kartuli ena continues to be of primary importance for Georgians.

Brief Survey of the History of Georgia

Georgians call their country Sakartvelo, which literally means a place
Jor Georgians. Historians have speculated that the name Georgia,
used mainly in the West, comes from the Greek word georgios (a
farmer), and that it probably refers to the population of the western
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part of contemporary Georgia, known to the Greeks of the Hellenistic
period as the Kingdom of Colchis.

As archeological findings demonstrate, the place for Georgians
has one of the world’s oldest and richest histories; the first well-
developed human settlements already existed in this region some five
thousand years ago. A recent discovery of human fossils in the vil-
lage of Dmanisi in central Georgia pushed that estimate much further
back. The well preserved skulls, dated as being between 1.8 to 1.17
million years old, made international news, and are now believed to
be the earliest humans outside Africa.

Two early Georgian kingdoms known to the ancient Romans and
Greeks were Colchis and Iberia, Western and Eastern Georgia respec-
tively. The Greeks had colonies along the shores of the Black Sea,
and the Greek and Aramaic languages were widely used throughout
the territory of ancient Colchis. Two Greek myths are associated with
this part of the Caucasus. The first is that of Jason and the Argonauts,
who stole the Golden Fleece from Aeetes, king of Colchis with the
help of the king’s daughter, Media. The other is the myth of Pro-
metheus, chained to a Caucasian mountain for bringing fire to man-
kind. Georgians in fact have their own version of the Prometheus
myth, whose willful hero, Amirani, was also chained to the highest
mountain of the Caucasus for his disobedience to God; some histo-
rians believe that the Greeks borrowed the plot from the Colchians.

At various times from the second century Bc to the third century
AD, Romans, Persians, and later the Byzantine empire competed with
one another for control of Colchis and Iberia. Many protracted battles
resulted in the breaking up of the territory into several smaller princi-
palities, of which Kartli, with the capital city of Mtskheta, in today’s
central Georgia, enjoyed relative independence. It was the ruler of
Kartli, king Mirian, who first adopted Christianity at the beginning of
the fourth century and made it the dominant religion of his kingdom.
The official date of the conversion is the year 337 Ap, and thus
Georgia was one of the first countries to convert to Christianity. St.
Nino, a woman from Cappadocia who was ordained to the priesthood
in Jerusalem, preached Christianity to the Georgians and is one of the
most revered saints of the Georgian Orthodox Church. Legend has it
that Nino made a cross to baptize the king and his family from vine
branches and bound them together with her own hair. Vine branches
are gnarled and twisted, and for this reason, the classic Georgian
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cross has its horizontal beam slightly bent downward in a hint at its
original shape.

The adoption of Christianity gave a boost to the development of
the Georgian alphabet, and consequently to the emergence of written
literature. By the fifth century, virtually the entire New Testament had
been translated into Georgian, and church services were conducted
in the native language of the local population. In addition, Georgian
clergymen wrote many remarkable original religious works—hymns,
prayers, homilies, vitas of martyrs for the Christian faith, and histor-
ical chronicles.

A great Georgian poet of the twentieth century, Galaktion Tabidze,
called Georgia a battlefield between two seas. At various times, the
country was invaded and laid waste by Persians, Arabs, Turks, and
smaller Muslim tribes from the North Caucasus. Georgia occupied
an advantageous position at the crossroads between Europe and Asia.
It was also a part of the Silk Road from East to West, and neigh-
boring rulers were eager to impose their control over the territory.
The invasion of the Seljuk Turks in the second half of the eleventh
century was particularly horrifying; towns and villages were looted
and destroyed, churches gutted and set on fire, thousands murdered
or taken into slavery. According to Georgian chroniclers, dead bodies
clogged the rivers. There are places in contemporary Georgia whose
names hearken back to the period of those invasions: Nakalakari (a
place where a town used to be), Nasoflari (a place where a village
used to be), and many others testify to the devastation brought upon
the country by the invaders.

Nevertheless, Georgian principalities managed to maintain political
unity and relative independence for five more centuries. From the
end of the eleventh to the beginning of the thirteenth century Georgia
experienced a period of cultural revival, a flourishing economy,
and the expansion of its political might under the leadership of two
remarkable rulers. King David IV (1089-1125) liberated Georgia
from the Turks, united the eastern and western regions of the country,
and expanded the boundaries of his kingdom far into the North and
South Caucasus. A great statesman, he promoted religious tolerance
towards all ethnicities living in his kingdom, and was an extraordi-
narily talented military leader who personally supervised and won
many battles against overwhelming odds. A philosopher and poet
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of remarkable passion and sensitivity, his outstanding success in
rebuilding the country earned him the title of King David the Builder.

Another highly venerated ruler of Georgia was David’s great-
granddaughter, Tamar (1184-1213). As a sign of particular respect
and admiration, Georgians call her not Queen but King Tamar.
Numerous poems, songs, and folk legends dedicated to her praise her
beauty and wisdom. The period of her reign was a veritable golden
age of Georgian culture as Tamar strengthened and maintained the
political gains inherited from her glorious ancestor and continued
the reconstruction of the country. Many new churches were built, old
ones were restored and repaired, and arts and literature flourished.
It was during her reign that the most revered Georgian poet Shota
Rustaveli wrote his monumental narrative poem, The Knight in the
Tigers Skin, still considered the most outstanding example of Geor-
gian poetic genius. In the introductory stanzas of the poem, the poet
declares that his creation is dedicated to King Tamar. The poem has
been translated into several European languages as well as Arabic.

Tamar’s death marked the beginning of the gradual decline of
Georgian statehood. The most devastating blow was delivered at the
end of the thirteenth century by the Mongol invasion, which in its
brutality surpassed that of the Seljuk Turks; for a long time Georgia
was unable to recover from this disaster. Although in the following
centuries the country experienced a few brief interludes of relative
peace and prosperity, it was split into small politically and economi-
cally weak principalities that were intermittently invaded and looted
by their powerful neighbors, Turkey and Persia.

In the seventeenth century, there were two separate Georgian king-
doms, West Georgia with the capital at Kutaisi, and East Georgia with
the capital in Thilisi. The last valiant king of East Georgia, Erekle
II, successfully fought many difficult battles against the Turks, Per-
sians, and numerous marauding North Caucasus tribes who invaded
and looted villages, capturing hostages and demanding a heavy price
for their release. After many years of war and facing the threat of yet
another Persian invasion, Erekle appealed to the Russian Empress
Catherine the Great to take Georgia under Russia’s protection,
swearing allegiance to her and promising to defend Russia’s interests
in the Caucasus.

In July 1783 a treaty was signed between Georgia and Russia in
the fortress of Georgievsk in the North Caucasus, in which the ruler
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of the Kartli and Kakheli (eastern Georgia), Erekle II, recognized the
Russian emperor as their sole sovereign. For its part, Russia, while
guaranteeing Georgia’s internal sovereignty and territorial integrity,
was to come to Georgia’s aid against its enemies. The agreement was
soon to be tested.

In 1795 when overwhelming Persian forces invaded eastern
Georgia, the Russian troops stationed in the North Caucasus did
not hasten to help the Georgians. The seventy-five-year-old Erekle
fought desperately, but lost‘;his last battle—the only one in which
he was defeated. Tbilisi was razed to the ground and thousands of
people were slaughtered. After Erekle’s death a few years later, in
1801 by a decree of Emperor Alexander I of Russia, the kingdom of
Kartl-Kakheti was incorporated into the Russian empire. The crown
prince, heir to the Georgian throne, David Batonishvili, was taken to
St. Petersburg as an “honored guest” never to return to his homeland.
In 1810 west Georgia, the kingdom of Imereti, was also annexed by
Russian forces. For the next two hundred years Georgia remained a
colony of the Russian empire.

Throughout the nineteenth century, though secure from the threat
of their traditional enemies, Georgians had to endure Russia’s polit-
ical domination. The policy of Russification, the brutal suppression
of several revolts against heavy taxes, and the humiliating subordina-
tion of the Georgian Church to Russia’s Holy Synod triggered a pow-
erful national movement in the second half of the nineteenth century.
Georgian intellectuals, poets, writers, and public figures all contrib-
uted to the awakening of a national spirit in the country.

An outstanding personality of the time and the descendent of an
ancient aristocratic family, Ilia Chavchavadze (1837-1907) was a
brilliant poet and novelist as well as a political activist. He founded
several public, cultural, and educational organizations, and edited the
most progressive contemporary Georgian language journal, Iveria
(first issue appeared in 1877). Ilia Chavchavadze’s main political
and social goal was the revival of Georgia’s statehood, Georgian cul-
ture, language, and literature. He was bitterly opposed to the political
Marxist movement and worked for a revolutionary path to freedom
in Georgia. In 1907, Chavchavadze was assassinated by his political
opponents. Years later, the Georgian Church canonized him as St. Ilia
the Truthful.
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The October revolution of 1917 in Russia brought Vladimir Lenin
and his Bolshevik party to power. While the government in Moscow
was busy fighting the civil war, Georgia experienced a brief period
of independence under the leadership of Georgian Marxists. Noe
Zhordania, a member of the Marxist (Georgian Social Democratic)
party, was chosen to be the head of the government, and on May 26,
1918, the country celebrated its liberation from the Russian empire.
Though they were loyal allies of the Bolsheviks, Zhordania’s govern-
ment strove to maintain the political independence of the country and
its national goals. Such a policy was not well received by the Bol-
sheviks in Moscow. In February 1921, the Eleventh Red Army units
entered Georgia, removed the Zhordania government and established
Bolshevik power. From then on until the end of the 1980s Georgia
was one of the Soviet republics. Joseph Stalin, the Georgian dictator
of the Soviet empire since the early 1920s till his death in 1953, did
not spare his homeland. Along with thousands of ordinary citizens,
many outstanding Georgian scholars, poets, artists, writers, and polit-
ical figures fell victim to political purges.

During World War II Georgians fought side by side with the
Russians and other peoples of the Soviet Union against Nazi Ger-
many; 350,000 citizens of Georgia died, and thousands more were
wounded. :

During the 1980s, the last decade of the Soviet era, the national
liberation movement regained momentum in Georgia. On April 9,
1989, Soviet troops dispersed a peaceful pro-independence demon-
stration. Twenty people were killed and poison gas was used to dis-
courage further such protests, but this event led to a wave of more
demonstrations, strikes, and public disobedience. Ignoring the pres-
sure and military threats from Moscow, an open, multiparty and
democratic election was held in October 1990. The political coalition
Round Table won the election by an overwhelming majority, and a
long-time Georgian political dissident, Zviad Gamsakhurdia, became
the first president of Georgia. In a referendum organized by Gam-
sakhurdia on March 31, 1991, Georgia declared its independence
from the Soviet Union.

A passionate patriot, Gamsakhurdia was too inexperienced and
lacked flexibility in dealing with his Georgian political opponents.
He antagonized many of his former colleagues and soon found him-
self quite literally under fire. Unhappy at the prospect of losing an
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important piece of stritegic “property,” the Soviet government in
Moscow aided the opposition by providing troops and military hard-
ware, and simultaneously stirred up separatist movements in the
regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia. On January 6, 1992, Gam-
sakhurdia was forced to flee to Chechnya. He was killed or com-
mitted suicide on December 24, 1993, while trying unsuccessfully to
return to power in Georgia.

After almost two years of devastating civil war, in the spring of
1992 Eduard Shevardnadze, the former Soviet Minister of Foreign
Affairs, returned to his native Georgia as the champion of Gam-
sakhurdia’s opponents. Following his successful negotiations with
the West and his role in hastening the end of the Soviet Union, She-
vardnadze was seen (especially by the U.S.) as a person who could
restore order to war-ravaged Georgia and move the country towards
democracy and economic prosperity. These hopes, however, were
soon dashed as Georgia was inundated by a wave of corruption far
more brazen and rampant than that of the Soviet era. Numerous
political, economic, and social problems disrupted the people’s lives,
and more than 300,000 refugees fleeing from the war raging in the
separatist regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia exacerbated the
country’s economic hardships. Over a million people, among them
900,000 ethnic Georgians, left the country in search of jobs.

In the year 2003, public discontent peaked when it became clear
that Shevardnadze did not intend to give up power at the end of the
second term of his presidency. A thirty-six-year-old lawyer, Mikheil
Saakashvili, who for a short period of time had served as Georgia’s
Minister of Justice, headed a powerful political coalition demanding
Shevardnadze’s resignation. On November 23, 2003, a mass dem-
onstration in support of Saakashvili was held in front of the central
government building. The demonstrators held up red roses as a sign
of their peaceful position; Shevardnadze was forced to resign. The
movement that led to this event became known as the “Rose Revolu-
tion,” and on January 4, 2004, Saakashvili won the presidential elec-
tion with 96 percent of the vote.

With significant financial and political support from the United
States and the European Union, Saakashvili succeeded in signifi-
cantly reducing corruption and in creating a more favorable atmo-
sphere for the country’s economic development and improved social
services. The long-suffering population of Georgia still has a long
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way to go, however, to achieve genuine political stability and eco-
nomic prospetrity.

Even this perfunctory overview of Georgia’s history attests to the
courage and endurance of its people who, against all odds, kept their
faith, culture, and language alive. In spite of the violence and devas-
tation their country endured, Georgians remain the world’s most hos-
pitable people, and no one who has visited Georgia will ever forget
the warmth and kindness showered on guests by their hosts. Georgian
cuisine is legendary and Georgian wines would delight the most dis-
criminating tastes; the elaborate tradition of Georgian supra (ritual of
toasts at a festive table) is unforgettable. The beauty of the Georgian
countryside is breathtaking and the magnificent medieval cathedrals,
monasteries and churches are truly awe-inspiring.

Georgians have excelled in many areas of art, literature, cinema,
and theater. Georgian dancers have dazzled audiences on every conti-
nent. The Russian émigré composer Igor Stravinsky called the art of
Georgian folk singing the eighth marvel of the world. Robert Sturua,
who has staged internationally acclaimed performances of Shake-
speare’s works, is considered one of the greatest theater directors of
modern times. Paata Burchuladze has conquered all the major opera
houses around the globe with his magnificent bass voice. The com-
poser Gia Kancheli is highly respected by fans of modern music on
both sides of the Atlantic. The stunning ballet dancer Nino Ananiash-
vili has graced the best theatrical stages of the world, and George
Balanchine (whose real name was Balanchivadze), the celebrated
founding father of modern ballet choreography, was also Geor-
gian. His father, Meliton Balanchivadze was one of the founders of
modern Georgian opera. Many Americans are familiar with the fra-
grance Prince Matchabelli, created by Prince Georges Matchabeli, a
descendant of one of the ancient aristocratic Georgian families who
fled Georgia after the Bolshevik takeover. The crown-shaped top of
his original perfume bottles was a miniature replica of the Matcha-
beli family crown.

Georgian history has known many outstanding military leaders
whose skill and courage were admired even by their enemies. Soviet
Army officers during World War II included many highly decorated
Georgians, and the four-star American general John Malchase Sha-
likashvili, who served as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in the
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late 1990s, is also of Georgialp descent. His father, Dimitri Shalikash-
vili, an officer in the independent Georgian army under Zhordania’s
government had to emigrate following the events of 1921. In the
spring of 1992 on the invitation of President Shevardnadze, General
Shalikashvili traveled to Georgia and visited his ancestral house in
Kakheti, where a century ago King Erekle II had fought against the
Persians.

Learning the Georgian language is the first step towards a better
understanding and appreciation of the rich and unique culture and
history of this country.






How 10 STuDY GEORGIAN

This book offers an interactive approach to the Georgian lan-
guage. To achieve fluency in your listening comprehension it is
therefore essential to listen to the audio CD each time you study
a lesson.

Your first priority is to learn thg Georgian alphabet and recognize
the sounds the letters represent. The three chapters which precede
Lesson 1—on the Georgian alphabet, borrowed words, numbers,
days of the week, etc.—are designed for that purpose. Do not get
discouraged if your pronunciation is not perfect. It will improve
gradually. Georgians will be able to understand you even if you
speak with a noticeable accent. It’s more important to make
sure that your grammar is correct.

Begin reading the first dialogue in Lesson 1 only after you can
easily recognize all the letters and can read with relative ease.
Read the Enghsh text first so that you understand the topic of the
dialogue. Then familiarize yourself with the vocabulary and try
to memorize some of the key words.

On the CD, each dialogue is read twice, first at normal speed and
then at slow speed with intervals long enough for you to pro-
nounce short segments of the dialogue. You should study the dia-
logues in two steps. Step one: listen to the recording of the text at
normal speed while simultaneously reading along in the Georgian
text. Step two: read aloud short segments of the text during the
intervals provided on the CD. Repeat steps one and two as many
times as necessary to memorize the dialogue. To check how well
you have learned the text, imagine that you are an interpreter:
cover the Georgian text with a sheet of paper, look at the English
text and repeat each sentence in Georgian. Only after you can do
such “interpreting” should you move to the grammar and exer-
cise sections. Study each lesson as described in this paragraph.

Insofar as possible, do the exercises without referring back to the
dialogue or the vocabulary.

15
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Do not get frustrated if you don’t understand the grammatical
logic of the sentences right away. Only a few grammar rules are
explained in each lesson, progressing from simpler to more diffi-
cult items. After completing the first two or three dialogues, how-
ever, it would be very helpful to read Appendix I and II to get
a general idea about the Georgian nominal and verbal system.
The various endings of verbs and nouns will thus become less
mysterious. You do not have to memorize any of the rules
explained in these chapters; you will learn these rules gradually
lesson after lesson.

In Appendix III, patterns of verb conjugations are provided.
When you feel more confident and would like to compose sen-
tences using verbs in various tenses, you can refer to this chapter
to find the correct forms for each tense.

If you are not familiar with grammatical terms, refer to Appendix
IV which offers user-friendly explanations of the terms used in
this textbook.

If you learn all the lessons diligently, you will know as much
Georgian as a second-year college student who has taken three
or four semesters of the language. This will be quite an achieve-
ment! The grammar material provided in the textbook will be
useful for further study of Georgian if you decide to improve
your knowledge of the language.

Georgian is a challenging language, but it is also one of the most
fascinating languages of the world. Learning it is the first step
to better understanding Georgia’s ancient cultural traditions, its
exquisite art and literature, its past, and its present.



acc.
adj.
adv.
aor.
asp.
com.
conyj.
coms.
d.o.
dat.
dem.
erg.
fut.
gen.
imp.
imperf.

ind. obj.

instr.
int.

nom.
num.
opt.
Pl
pol.
post.
pres.
pron.
rel.
s.o.
s.th.
sing.

ABBREVIATIONS

accusative case
adjective
adverb

aorist tense
aspirated
comparative
conjunction
consonant
direct object
dative case
demonstrative
ergative case
future tense
genitive case
imperative mood
imperfect tense
indirect object
instrumental case
interrogative
noun
nominative case
numeral
optative tense
plural

polite, informal form
postposition
present tense
pronoun
relative
someone
something
singular
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subj. subject
sup. superlative
unasp. unaspirated

verbal n. verbal noun



THE GEORGIAN ALPHABET

The Georgian alphabet consists of 33 letters—5 vowels (numbers
1, 5,9, 14, and 20 in the list below) and 28 consonants. The pho-
netic transcription used in this book was adopted by the Georgian
Academy of Science in 2002.

Letters Name of Letter Transliteration

1. S an a
2. o ban b
3. 8 gan g
4. © don d
5. 9 en €
6. 3 vin v
7. 8 zen z
8. ) tan t
9. o in i
10. 3 k’an k’
11 ] las 1
12. 9 man m
13. 6 nar n
14. ™ on 0
15. J p’ar P
16. 2 zhan zh
17. 0] rae r
18. ] san s
19. é t’ar t
20. ) un u
21 q par p
22. qJ kan k
23. @ ghan gh
24. g q’ar qQ
25. 3 shin sh
26. B chin ch
27. 6 tsan ts
28. Jd dzil dz

19
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29. v ts’il ts’
30. 3 ch’ar ch’
31. b Xan X
32. x jan j
33, 3 hae h

¢ Each letter denotes a single sound; the letter combinations in the
list above (numbers 16, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, and 30) are used to
approximate the corresponding English sounds. These combina-
tions are used in transliterating Georgian words into English.

e Each letter of a word is pronounced; there are no mute letters
similar to the English final -e.

e There are no capital letters.
e The stress (very light!) is always on the first syllable.
o Like English, Georgian is read and written from left to right.

e There are no articles in Georgian, neither definite (the) or
indefinite (a).

e Georgian nouns do not have gender markers.

How to Pronounce Georgian Sounds

While learning the alphabet, listen to the CD and try to imitate Geor-
gian sounds as closely as possible. Do not get frustrated if you think
your pronunciation is less than perfect! You will gradually get it
right. It is important, however, to recognize the different sounds in
order to improve your oral comprehension and writing skills.

The following explanations do not follow the standard order of the
Georgian alphabet; instead, letters are introduced in the order of the
degree of difficulty for English speakers of the sounds they represent,
from simpler to more complex. The sounds of the letters correspond
to the letters in bold in the English words.

Taking a few days to learn the letters and sounds will indeed be
time well spent. After finishing this chapter you should be able to
read without the help of English transliteration.
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The five Georgian vowels are clear, open sounds devoid of half
tones.

Vowel Pronunciation Georgian words

s (an) father, cup 3505 [mamal] father
o (in) beat, seen oooo [titi] finger

g (en) get, bet 9bs [ena] tongue

™ (on) dog, smog m®9dm [ormo] ditch
3 (un) moon, soon 70 [uto] iron

Se ;'onants: Part One

These consonants usually present the least difficulty, as they are almost
equivalent in pronunciation to a number of English consonants.

After listening to the CD recording and reading each line of Geor-
gian words several times, cover the English transliteration and read
the words without looking at them. When you can read the Georgian
words with ease, proceed to the next letter.

Consonant Asin Georgian words
o (tan) t as in but, out D3m0 ®omo
While pronouncing [tati] [titi]
this sound, move the paw finger
tip of your tongue
lower than you
would while speaking

English. Press the tip
of the tongue against

your teeth.

« (don) d as in dog, down Q0RO QIS
Tip of the tongue is in [didi] [deda]
the same position as big mother

while pronouncing o.
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9 (man) m as in me, mom 359 33300
[mamal] [mumia]
father mummy

g (vin) v as in very, visa 3o 0580
[vada] [tavi]
deadline head

b (san) s as in guess, stress Lsbss bgbos
[sasa] [sesia]
palate session

8 (zen) z as in zoo, bazooka 8085 godo
[zaza] [viza]
man’s name visa

oo (las) 1 as in look, light @OE20 MEYd

Tip of the tongue [lali] [lolua]
should be against girl’s name icicle
your upper teeth,

not above them.

8 (gan) g as in glib, grim 878720 89809
[guguli] [gegma]
cuckoo plan

& (ban) b as in book, bullet 89000 35079
[bebia] [babua]
grandfather grandmother

6 (nar) n as in noon, none 6565 667
[nana] [nunu]
girl’s name  girl’s name

g (par) p as in pellet, pencil Qogd ggligo
[papa] [pesvi]
porridge root

J (kan) k as in cook, book Jomo Jomogdo
[kali] [kalaki]
woman city

8 (shin) sh as in she, shoe 9935 898>

[shusha] [shesha]
glass firewood
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B (chin) ch as in choose, _chrste Jabs Bodobo
[kucha] [chamichi]
street raisins

& (rae) r as in crater, brilliant Gmdgmo  GmamGo

Try to roll yourr, [romeli] [rogori]
as the Georgians do! which what kind

3 (hae) h as in have, hoe 3539 35960
[hava] haeri]
climate air

x (jan) j asin judge, juice XX XJXO00
[juja] [jejili]
dwarf wheat field

g (zhan) zh as in vision, azure 79680 738769
[zhangi] [zhuzhuna]
rust girl’s name

d (dzil) dz as in kudzu 3595 dods

[dzadza] [dzidza]
black outfit wet nurse

;onants: Part Two

Certain Georgian consonants may sound very similar to each other,
but they are pronounced differently. Learn the five sets of similar
consonant pairs shown below.

Each consonant pair represents two similar sounds; one is aspi-
rated and the other is not. An aspirated sound produces a slight waft
of air coming out of your mouth. An unaspirated sound does not. The
first consonant in each pair presented below is an aspirated sound, the
second is its unaspirated equivalent. Two short lists of words follow
each pair of consonants; the list on the left-hand side contains exam-
ples of aspirated sounds (o ¢, g £, etc.), the list on the right-hand
side has the unaspirated equivalents (g ¢, g3 k', etc.).

Listen to the CD recording of the following sets of paired consonants
and words and pronounce each word with your palm in front of your
mouth to make sure you are pronouncing it correctly. (Note that
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Georgian non-fricative sounds are sharper than the English, much as

in Russian, Spanish, or Italian.)

Cons. As in Examples

Asp. o (tan) tasinbut MM ®omo
[tati] [titi]
paw finger

Unasp. g (t’ar) t’asin take 38530  gogodo
[at’ami] [t’at’ami]
peach  athletic floor mat

ot 6t

oms [tuta] mulberry
ojym7bo [tutuni] tobacco

6769 [t'ut’a] ashes
808obo [t’it’ini] baby talk

Cons. As in Examples

Asp. g(kan) kasincook Jowmo Jomogo
[kali] [kalaki]
woman  cCity

Unasp. 3(k’an) K’asincake 3mao 3oodo
[k’ok’a] [k’alami]
pitcher  pen

Jk 3K

dogdobo [kakani] blubber
Jaodo [kurki] fur coat

393%%0 [k’ak’abi] partridge
39%3s [k’urk’a] (cherry) stone

Cons. As in Examples
Asp. b (chin) ch asin choose Jabo Bsdobo
[kucha]  [chamichi]
street raisins
Unasp. § (ch’ar) sharply voiced ¢h, dogo 360obs
(No equivalent [bich’i]  [ch’rich’ina]
in English) boy cricket
B ch 3 ch

hobo [chachi] nightcap
Bgbho [chenchi] chaff

dods [ch’ach’a] Georgian vodka
dobdo [ch’inch’i] duster
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Cons. As i]n Examples

Asp. g (par) pasinpellet QOg g9lgo
[papa] [pesvi]
porridge root

Unasp. 3 (p’ar) p’ asin pepper 3939 Ladmbo
[p’ep’e] [sap’oni]
man’s name  soap

3 P Ip

3535 [p’ap’a] grandfather
3760 [p’uri] bread

959 [papal papa
g9Go [puri] ox

Cons. As in Examples

Asp. @ (tsan) ts asin pizza, its 6969 (GO0
[tsetse] [tsoli]
tsetse (fly) wife

Unasp. § (ts’il) denotes voicedg.  §gdom Voo
[ts’ebo] [ts’uti]
glue minute

6 ts V&’

08godo [tsimtsimi] twinkle  §o8Fsd0 [ts’amts’ami] eyelash
63bgwo [tsuntsuli] tiptoeing  §7)9YF 33 [ts’umts’uma] matches

nants: Part Three

These consonants may be the most challenging to pronounce.

Cons. As in Georgian words

o (ghan) denotes a sound similarto  @y@7bo @mdo
French r. Try to pronounce  [ghughuni] [ghomi]
r using the middle of warble grits
Yyour tongue.

b (xan)  like ch in Bach and bobo bgbo
Loch-Ness [xaxa] [xerxi]

throat saw
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g (q’ar) Ty fo raise the middle gogs gogobm
part of the tongue to [q’ava] [q’ag’acho]
the roof of your mouth coffee poppy
and pronounce k.

daydyo Vyomo
[baq’aq’i] [ts’q’ali]
frog water

g [q’] is the most challenging sound of the Georgian language, but
with a little perseverance it can be mastered. If your pronunciation
does not sound quite like that on the CD right away, don’t worry!
Georgians will understand you.



BorrRowED WORDS AND PERSONAL
NAMES IN GEORGIAN

If you feel comfortable with the Georgian alphabet, you can skip this
section and go directly to Lesson 1. This chapter, however, provides
useful information about the Georgian language and culture, and also
allows you to check up on your ability to recognize Georgian letters
and pronounce them correctly.

Over the centuries, Georgian has absorbed many foreign words and
names, adapting them to its own grammatical structure.

All borrow.“ '.Words a:nd personal names that end in'a: conso- ‘
f}‘“‘nant have thus acqmred the: norinative case ending: -o. The -
j.:jnommatlve case is the bas1c form for: nouns in Georglan (See
Appendlx I for more on case endmgs )

NN

Below is a list of a few easily recognizable words borrowed from
European languages over the past two centuries. Read them slowly
and try to understand their meaning without looking at the English
translation.

Nouns Pronunciation Translation

B Molgo [t’urist’i] tourist
3md3ogegMo [K’omp’iut’eri]  computer
3hgdocgbgo  [p’rezident’i] president

27
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Place Names Pronunciation Translation
@mbembo [londoni] London
053mbos [iap’onia] Japan
8996030 [amerik’a] America

Personal Names Pronunciation Translation

xmbo [joni] John
goobmbo [t’aisoni] Tyson
wobes [linda] Linda

When addressing a person, the -o ending is dropped:

Personal Names Pronunciation Translation

xmb! [jon] John!
&oobmb! [t’aison] Tyson!

All other vowels remain unchanged:

Personal Names Pronunciation Translation

35dgma! [p’amela] Pamela!
@0bes! [linda] Linda!

Georgian Names

Georgians have a very strong sense of their ancestral origin. Although
they consider themselves as ethnically Georgian, they often specify
the regions of their family roots even though they may have never
lived in those regions: josbgme [k’axeti] in East Georgia, 09ggmo
[imereti] or g®os [guria] in West Georgia.

The older generation of Georgians could identify most last names
as specific to a given village or town, but even non-Georgians can
roughly identify a person’s geographic ancestry by his or her last
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name. Thus, the last names of East Georgians end most frequently
with -8goeme [shvili] child, and in West Georgia the majority of
the endings are -dg [-dze] son. In Central Georgia both endings are
possible. Mingrelian names end in -0s, [-ia], -gs [-va], and -s {-a],
while names of upper Svaneti natives often end with -os6o [-iani].

It is significant that the meaning of the Georgian word for last
name, agsto [gvari], implies family clan or even tribe. It points to
the region where a family name originated.

1. Last names in East and Central Georgia

mgeosdgomo  aiMsdodgocmo
[Tediashvili] [Guramishvili]
2. Last names in Central and Western Georgia
903d0dg dgenady
[Abashidze] [Meladze]
3. Mingrelian last names
asdlobydeos  Idowmsgs
[Gamsaxurdia] [Ubilava]
4. Upper Svaneti last names

bgHaosbo B3Mx05bo
[Xergiani] [Parjiani]

Below is a list of a few first names. In parentheses are the abbrevi-
ated diminutive forms or nicknames similar to Bill for William or
Jonny for Jonathan. They are used only in informal situations. The
ending -3m [-k’0] can be added to almost any name, male or female,
to form a diminutive.
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Male Female

stboeo (shozm) 53560 (09360 3m)
Archili (Achik’0) Tamari (Tamrik’0)

aomMao (amao) Jgoggobo (Jgmo)
Giorgi (Gogi) Ketevani (Keti)

930000 (QI00gm)  gegby (gezogm)
Daviti (Datik’0) Elene (Elik’0)

\'fo address people

I
Both in formal and informal situations, Georgians address each other
by their first names. Addressing someone by his or her last name
sounds rude or bossy.

When addressing a person with whom one is not on familiar terms,

the following words must be used:

dogmbm [bat’ono] equivalent of Mr. or Sir
Joemdsgmbem [kalbat’ono]  equivalent of Ms.

Some, but not all of the first names following these words may lose
their final o [-i].

Unfortunately, there are no clear rules indicating which names lose
the end vowel. Don’t worry about making a mistake; you’ll gradually
pick up the right forms.

A. Some names losing the final -o [i]
dogmbm @agom Mr. David
[bat’ono Davit]

Jomosgmbm msdsm Ms. Tamar
[kalbat’ono Tamar]

d8gmbm bogmmmd Mr. Nikoloz
[bat’ono Nik’oloz]

Jomdsgmbm Mqlmesb  Ms. Rusudan
[kalbat’ono Rusudan]
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B. Some names retaining the ﬁbal -o [i]

09gmbm 0 Jemo
[bat’ono Irak’li]

Jomosgmbm momo
[kalbat’ono Lali]
dogmbm gomGao
[bat’ono Giorgi]
Jomosgmbm gmgmo
[kalbat’ono Eteri]

Mr. Irakli
Ms. Lali
Mr. Giorgi

Ms. Eteri
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UseruL WoRDs & EXPRESSIONS

This chapter introduces some useful words and expressions with
which you can practice reading and the pronunciation of Georgian
sounds.

ers

As is the case with most languages, the hardest thing is to memorize
the numbers from 1 to 10. Many words and especially abstract nouns
are derived from numbers. Memorizing them will thus help you to
recognize these words and eventually enlarge your vocabulary.

1 -9®mo [erti] 6 -gdglbo [ekvsi]
2 -mho  [ori] 7 -0g0c0 [shvidi]
3 4990  [sami] 8 g5  [rva]

4 -mobo [otxi] 9 sbMo  [tsxra]

5 bymo  [xuti] 10 -smo  [ati]

\o tell time

T

N «
s

MmIgeo Losmos? [romeli saatia] What time is it?

mobo Lssmos. [otxi saatia] It’s four o’clock.
d30@0 Lasmos. [shvidi saatia] It’s seven o’clock.
gbes Lasmos. [tsxra saatia] It’s nine o’clock.

of the week

The key word in learning the days of the week is B8sdsmo [shabati]
derived from Sabbath or Saturday. Monday is two days removed

33
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from Saturday; Tuesday is three days removed from Saturday and so
on. Thus we have the following names:

MM 3ddsmo Monday (o) + dsdsmo

[orshabati] [or(i)+shabati]
Loddodamo Tuesday Lad(o) + dsdomo
[samghabati] [sam(i)+shabati]
mobdsdomo Wednesday mob(o) + dsdsmo
[otxshabati] [otx(i)+shabati]
bgmdsdsmo  Thursday bym(o) + dedsmo
[xutshabati] [xut(i)+shabati]

domoligggo Friday
[p’arask’evi]

d505mo Saturday
[shabati]

33060 Sunday
[k’vira]

.
.

ol y
F S ‘
aﬁx

L

of the day

QoM morning  owsls in the morning

[dila] [dilas]

QY day gl today

[dghe] [dghes]

Lowsdm evening  Lbowsdmls  in the evening, tonight
[saghamo] [saghamos]

@sdy night 3358003 (late) tonight

[ghame] [amagham]

bgoem tomorrow 394 the day after tomorrow

[xval] [zeg]
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‘ls of the months

There are two sets of names for the months of a year, ancient and
modern. The modern, derived from Latin names, were gradually
adopted around the sixteenth century, and are in use today. However,
you may come across the ancient names in poetry or in religious
texts.

05bgamo [ianvari] J anuéry
mgdgcgomo  [tebervali] February
domgo [mart’i] March
336owo [ap’rili] April
dsolso [maisi] May
0gbolso [ivnisi] June
ogeolso [ivlisi] July
sagoligm [agvist’o] August

lgdegdogmo  [sektemberi]  September
mdgmddgmo  [oktomberi]  October

bmgddgto [noemberi] November
©93990960  [dek’emberi] December

Referring to days of the month, Georgians use only cardinal numbers
(two, five, ten, etc.).

Lsdo BoMgo [sami mart’i] the third of March
mobo s3Mowmo [otxi ap’rili] the fourth of April
bamo dsolo [xuti maisi] the fifth of May

The first day of any month is an exception to this rule; in this case the
ordinal number Jofggeo [p’irveli] first is used:

doggwo osbgsto  [p’irveli ianvari]  the first of January
dofggmo ogbolio [p’irveli ivnisi] the first of June
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eegl oo ogmolios. [dghes oriivlisia] Today is the second
of July.

bgow smo sagobgms. [xval ati agvist’oa] Tomorrow is the tenth
of August.

ly members

In Georgian, the word relatives (bsmgliaggde) covers a wide circle
of people related to each other by blood or by marriage. Below is a
short list of immediate family members.

Q9 [deda] mother
9535 [mama] father
(Mo [tsoli] wife
Jds6o [kmari) husband
3gmaeng [meughle]  spouse
dgomo [shvili] child
3570 [vazhi] son
Jowodgomo  [kalishvili] daughter
Qo [da] sister
dds [dzma] brother

Here are a few Georgian tongue twisters. Read them aloud sev-
eral times and learn them by heart. Like tongue twisters in any lan-
guage, they may not offer wisdom but are excellent for practicing
pronunciation.

393030 853930390 ms.
[k’ap’ik’i gak’ap’ik’ebula.]
Kopeck became a kopeck.
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d60dobs dModobgols.
[ch’rich’ina ch’rich’inebs.]
The cricket is chirping.

dogdyo Fyomdo goyobgdls.
[baq’aq’i ts’q’alshi q’iq’inebs.]
A frog is croaking in the water.
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Meeting in the street
dgbggems gqhsdo
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hdxvedra kuchashi]

05358 dmbos JoMmmggmo Lgnegbgos, Jgzeb dowmgmo
33960390, 053580 ©5 Jgg0bo bgregoosh gBHmdsbgmls §7hsdo.
[tamaz shonia kartveli st’udent’ia, kevin mileri amerik’eli. tamazi da
kevini xvdebian ertmanets kuchashi.]

053580: 833X Mdsm. ;mggh o bmgHMmdIN?
tamazi: [gamarjobat. tkven ak tsxovrobt?]

Jogobo:  @osb, sd dabslk gdoMomad.
kevini:  [diax, ak binas vkiraob.]

®53580: doem0sb Lsliosdmgbms. 3g(3 of sbam g3bmgHmd.
Bg0 Lsbgmos msdsBo. mgggbo?

tamazi: [dzalian sasiamovnoa. mets ak axlo visxovrob. chemi
saxelia tamazi. tkevni?]

dggobo:  Bgdo Labgmos gggobo.
kevini:  [chemi saxelia kevini.]

053580: mgg9b 999M03z9mo basm o7 0bgmoligamo?
tamazi: [tkven amerik’eli xart tu ingliseli?]

Jggobo:  83gMog9mo. mgggh Jemgama?
kevini: [amerik’eli. tkven kartveli?]

053580: ©odH, JoPmggmo. B MR W@ISMS3MdM

Johoymoc!

tamazi: [diax, kartveli. ra k’argad lap’arak’obt kartulad!]

dggobo:  adsemmdm.

kevini:  [gmadlobt.]

®53580: oo bsbods mdomolido bmgHmdm?

tamazi: [didi xania tbilisshi tsxovrobt?]

Jagobo: 7339 Lsdo mggs.

kevini:  [uk’ve sami tvea.]

053580: g LYsgmmdm oy I5domdm?

tamazi: [ak sts’avlobt tu mughaobt?]

Jggobo:  gLfogmmd ws §9795md. obgemoligdls golifogemo
L gmesdo.

kevini:  [vsts’avlob da vmushaob. inglisurs vasts’avli sk’olaghi.]



Lesson One

Meeting in the street

Tamazi Shonia is a Georgian student, Kevin Miller is American.
Tamazi and Kevin meet each other in the street.

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Hello. Do you live here?
Yes, I am renting an apartment here.

Pleased to meet you. I also live near here. My name is
Tamazi. Yours?

Pleased to meet you. My name is Kevin.
Are you American or British?
American. You (are) Georgian?

Yes, Georgian. How well you speak Georgian!

Thank you.
Have you been living for long in Tbilisi?
It’s already been three months.

Are you working or studying here?

I am studying and working, teaching English in a school.

41
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53580

tamazi:

Jgg0be:
kevini:

®ddsdo:

tamazi:

[]33060:
kevini:

®d3s80:

tamazi:

Jggobo:
kevini:

®33580:

tamazi:

j33060:
kevini:

»sdado:

tamazi:

BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

s nms? MO LoobggMglims!

[martla? ra saint’eresoa!]

®dggb I7domom o Lggrgbgo bomm?
[tkven mushaobt tu st’udent’i xart?]
Lggegbgo gom.

[st’udent’i var.]

0396 835615 3mdm 0baemolinHoe?
[tkven lap’arak’obt inglisurad?]

303865 3md, 35aM93 row.
[vlap’arak’ob, magram tsudad.]

35056 Lolosdmgbms mgggbo gobmds.
[dzalian sasiamovnoa tkveni gatsnoba.]
99 Imbogmo go6, HmI asgoisboom.
[mets moxaruli var, rom gagitsanit.]
bsbgodwols.

[naxvamdis.]

Bobgoagol:s. 396ase ogsgom.
[naxvamdis. k’argad iq’avit.]



Tamazi:

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Lesson One 43

Really? How interesting}

Do you work or are you a student?
I am a student.

Do you speak English?

1 do, but poorly.

Very nice to meet you.

I’m also glad to have met you.
Goodbye.

Goodbye. Take care.



Jdgbggems
Jabsdo
gbmgmdls pres.
LY ogemmals pres.
9bs

9bsls dat./acc.
bgrgoosb pres.

96 m3sbgmo
8085 xmds(o)

mdggb pl./ pol.
o
gbmgemd(m) pres.
cosb pol.
d0bs
d0basls dat./acc.

gdodomo pres.
dowosb
Lslosdmgbm

396

sbwmm

bgdo

Lobgao

odggbo pl./pol.
3390390

o7

obgemoligemo

M
8IS S 3md(m) pres.
JoGoymo
adsemmd(m) pol.
Q0Ro

bsbo

BEGINNER’S (GEORGIAN

[shexvedra]
[kuchashi]
[tsxovrobs]
[sts’aviobs]
[ena]

[enas]
[xvdebian]
[ertmaneti]
[gamarjobat]

[tkven]
[ak]
[tsxovrobt]
[diax]
[bina]
[binas]
[vkiraob]
[dzalian]
[sasiamovno]
[mets]
[axlo]
[chemi]
[saxeli]
[tkveni]
[amerik’eli]
[tu]
[ingliseli]
[ra]
[lap’arak’obt]
[kartulad]
[gmadlobt]
[didi]
[xani]

meeting

in the street
(he) lives
(he) studies
language

(they) meet

each other

hello (ending -o [t] is
required for pol.)

you (pl.)

here

(you) live, are living

yes

apartment, residence

(I) rent, am renting
very

pleasant, nice

I'too

near, nearby

my

name

your

American (person)

or

British (person)

what, how

(you) speak

in Georgian (language)
thank you

big, large, great (here: long)
period, spell of time



3339
Lsdo

33

LY ogemmd(m) pres.
d3dsmdm pres.

obaaoligdo

0ba@obg®ls dat./acc
gobfogmo pres.

Lgmesdo
oo
LoobggMgliem
beagobeo
3960

0baoligMoc adv.

RO RY

(IR

»gggbo
a936mdo

dmbsmmo
3 cony.

asaosbo(m) aor.

babgodwols

3930

0ydgom past./imp.

Lesson One

[uk’ve]
[sami]
[tve]
[sts’avlobt]
[mushaobt]
[inglisuri]
[inglisurs]
[vasts’avli]
[sk’olashi]
[martla]
[saint’ereso]
[st’udent’i]
[var]
[inglisurad]
[magram]
[tsudad]
[tkveni]
[gatsnoba]
[moxaruli]
[rom]
[gagitsanit]

[naxvamdis]

[k’argad]
[ig’avit]

45

already

three

month

(you) study, are studying
(you) work, are working
English

(D) teach, am teaching

in a school

really, indeed

interesting

student

Iam

in English

but

badly, poorly

your

meeting, getting acquainted

glad

that

I have met you, I got
acquainted with you

goodbye (/iz.: till the next
meeting)

well

(you) be (/it.: you were)

hatic Expressions and Culture Notes

* »gggb [tkven] and mgdggbo [tkveni] are plural forms of you and
your. As in most European languages, this is also used as a polite
form for addressing a person. You should always use the polite
form when addressing your superiors, someone significantly older
than you, or someone you are meeting for the first time.
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* Jdomosb Lobiosdmgbms [dzalian sasiamovnoa] literally means it’s
very pleasant or it’s very nice.

¢ In spoken Georgian the initial letter - [-g] in g8s@wmdm [gmad-
lobt] thank you is usually dropped, and the word is pronounced as
doemmdm [madlobt].

® Lo mggs [sami tvea] means it has been three months.

e The word bgmens [sk’ola] school in Georgian always refers to the
pre-college level, including the grades from elementary to high
school, but is never used in reference to institutions of higher edu-
cation, a college or university.

o JoMase ogsgoe [k’argad ig’avi] be well or more formal joGgoe
ogogom [k’argad iq’avit] be well is the usual formula added to or
used instead of goodbye.

Grammar

1. Verbs

In Georgian, just like in English, a sentence usually has a verb, the
word that denotes an action (hit, think, run) or state of being (am,
is, are). However, Georgian verbs do not work quite the same way
as their English counterparts. (In this and the following lessons,
please refer to Appendix IV if any grammatical terms are unfamiliar
to you.)

e One of the biggest differences between Georgian and English
verbs is that Georgian verbs do not have an infinitive, i.e. a neu-
tral form like English to live, to speak, to work, etc. You should
therefore memorize the active forms that will be gradually intro-
duced in this and in the following lessons.

e English verbs have a marker only in the third person singular
(he, David, my sister, your dog, etc.). For example, [ think, but
he think-s; we do, but John do-es. Georgian verbs have specific
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markers whether they ré¢fer to the first, second, or third persons. In
the following, notice that the prefix g- [v-] added to the verb marks
the first person singular form 7, while the verb marker for second
person plural you is the letter -o [-t] added to the end of the verb.

39 gbmzmmd Ilive mgdggb sbmgHmd-o you (pl) live
[me] [v-tsxovrob] [tkven] [tsxovrob-t]

Unlike English, in Georgian sentences personal pronouns (Z,
you, he, we, etc.) that function as the subject (one who acts or
is acted upon) of the verb can be omitted. The person markers of
the verbs clearly identify the subject; and therefore, the personal
pronouns are frequently, but not always, dropped:

Verbs without personal pronouns

g@adomogmd  (I)speak @odsmozmd-o  (you) speak

[v-lap’arak’ob] [lap’arak’ob-t]

3-9795md D work  330smd-o (you) work
[v-mushaob] [mushaob-t]

g-obfogmo (D) teach  sbfogmo-m (you) teach
[v-asts’avli] [asts’avli-t]

In this lesson most of the verbs are in the present tense, i.e. they
denote actions that are conducted habitually (I live in this house.) or
are in progress right now (I am watching the Olympic games.).

II. The suffix 5 [-ts] zo0

The suffix 43 [-ts] can be added to almost any word except a verb
and translates as foo:

89 [me] dg9g [mets]

1 I too

ogggb [tkven] od3gb [tkvents]
you you too

Lggegbgo [st’udent’i] bgegbgog [st’udent’its]
student a student too
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33960390 [amerik’eli] 3990 3gmo [amerik’elits]

American an American too
Jotmggmo [kartveli] Jodmggmog [qartvelits]
Georgian a Georgian too

III. Simple sentences formed with enclitic ~» [a]

You can compose simple sentences adding the ending -s [a], called
enclitic -» [a], to the final word in a short statement. You should
remember, however, that enclitic -s [a] stands for is and can be used
only in sentences where the subject is the third person singular.

Correct *Incorrect

Jg30b0 03960 gwoas. *3g 88960 39w@00.

[kevini amerik’elia] [me amerik’elia]

Kevin (he) is American. 1 is American.

053530 bggegbgos *ogsgb bgogbgos.

[Tamazi st udent’ia] [tkven st’udent’ia.]

Tamazi (he) is a student. You is a student.

oo JaMmggmos. *mods80 @8 oo JoGmgywos.
[lali kartvelia.] [me kartvelia.]

Lali (she) is Georgian. Tamasi and Lali is Georgian.

In the examples below, enclitic -s [a] is attached to adjectives
(words that modify nouns), adding the meaning i¢ is:

Adj. with Adj. with
Adj. Enclitic -a Adj. Enclitic -a
3oMa0  39Mans. Lolosdmgbm  Lobosdmgbms.
[k’argi] [k’argia] [sasiamovno] [sasiamovnoa]
good It’s good. pleasant It’s pleasant (nice).
33R0 (30, Loobggmglm  LoobggMglims.
[tsudi] [tsudia] [saint’ereso] [saint’eresoa]

bad It’s bad. interesting It’s interesting.
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e The word s [ra] means what, ]but if you place it before an adjec-
tive with enclitic -» [a] at the end, it means how and usually
expresses an exclamation.

Adj. s [ra ]+ Adj. Translation

3oMao Mo gomagos! How good (wonderful)!
[k’argi] [ra k’argia]

L M5 (ggeos! How bad (unpleasant)!
[tsudi] [ra tsudia]

Lobosdmgbm 6 bobosdmgbms!  How pleasant (nice)!
[sasiamovno] [ra sasiamovnoa]

LsobggMglim Mo Lsobggmglms!  How interesting!
[saint’ereso] [ra saint’eresoa]

o Adverbs (words that modify verbs) can be formed from adjectives
by dropping the final -o [i] and by adding -see [ad]. If the adjec-
tive ends with a vowel other than -o [i], simply add - [d] to the
adjective without dropping the final vowel.

Adj. Adverbs Adj. Adverbs
B I 8mge2g 8m 329
[k’argi] [k’arg-ad] [mok’le] [mok’le-d]
good well short shortly

IR0 (3IR-oe Lsbosdmgbm  Labosdmgbm -
[tsudi] [tsud-ad] [sasiamovno] [sasiamovno-d]

bad, poor  badly, poorly pleasant, nice pleasantly, nicely

e In Georgian there are two sets of adjectives denoting national and/
or ethnic origin, one referring to person(s), the other to everything
else. The former have the ending -geo [-€li] or in some irregular
cases o [-i]; the latter have the ending -gemo [-uli] if the word
contains the letter % [r] or -390 [-uri] if the word does not have it.
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Adjectives
Persons Non-persons
Georgian Joomggemo Jotroymo
[kartveli] {kart-uli]
American 33960 3gemo 53960370
[amerik’eli] [amerik’-uli]
British/English  obaeoligeno abgenoligto
[ingliseli] [inglis-uri]
German a9gcdsbgmo 89M3sbgemo
[germaneli] [german-uli]
French amsbgo g3Ms6g 7o
(prang-i] [prang-uli]
Russian cybo Hlgmo
[rus-i] {rus-uli]

The following are a few examples of adjectival phrases with
ethnic/national adjectives. Note how the adjectives change their
endings depending on whether the nouns they modify are persons
Of NON-PEersons:

539M037m0 x580
[amerik’uli jazi]
American jazz

Johnggeo Imggo
[kartveli p’oet’i]
Georgian poet

a963dobgemo Igamdsmo
[germaneli megobari]
German friend

Jorogmo 9bo
[kartuli ena]
Georgian language

33360 3gmo 508690960
[amerik’eli biznesmeni]
American businessman

890 3sbmo moggMognms
[germanuli lit’erat’ura]
German literature

When referring to a language, the ending -se -[ad] denotes the
English in. (Note that the ending ~o [-i] is dropped before -sc
-[ad] is added).

Jooyem-se [kartul-ad]
obamaoligM-see [inglisur-ad]

in Georgian
in Englsih

Joogm-o
obamoliné-o
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g6obgym-0  gMsbaywm-sg [prangul-ad] in French
89M3bym-0  a9M3sbyym-oe [germanul-ad] in German
A lmm-o b9 [rusul-ad] in Russian

IV. Question word order

Word order in questions is the same as in direct statements. However,
when asking a question, the intonation rises slightly at the end of the
sentence.

domms? 1 3o mems.
[martla)] [martla]
Really? Really.

cogo bsbos? 1 oo bsbos.
[didi xania] [didi xania]

Has it been long?

Lsdo mgge? 1 ©adb, Lsdo mggs.
[sami tvea] [diax, sami tvea]
Has it been three months?  Yes, three months.

Exercises

I. Using the adjectives below, write the phrases how beautiful,
how exciting, etc.

@sdsBo beautiful

(eo bad

LslobsMyemm exciting

oo big, large

73bo7Go strange

AU e

dogomo small, little
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Choose the correct form of adjectives for use with the
following nouns.

L ag®dsbymo, agmdsbgemo  German
39630 bank

2. Jodorgmo, Jooggmo Georgian
@g0bm wine

3. &ybo, Hybymo Russian
Lgneabgo student

4. gmsbgo, gmsbaymo French
codmmdsgo diplomat

5. 83g6ogamo, s3gMoggemo  American
a93gmo newspaper

III. Change the adjectives into adverbs and translate them.

1. gL3sbxyMo (Spanish)

2. dmemmbyco (Polish)

3. s6sdymo (Arabic)

4. ogomoymo (Italian)

IV. Translate the sentences below into Georgian.

A.

I speak Spanish well.

Do you speak Italian?

I speak Arabic and Polish.

B

I am an American student. My name is John (xmbo). I live and

work in Tbilisi. I am renting an apartment here. I speak Georgian,
but poorly.
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. Fill in the blank spaces belpw with the words you learned in
this lesson.

®33580:  g03sxmdsm. mgggb o ?
Jggobo:  wosb, o 3o omao.
®33580:  mgggb bosto oy

?
Jgg0bo: 39 396.

®53380: Mo JoMadE Joorgmee!







Lesson 2
333390020 dgmeig
>

On the phone
89 ggmbom Londscmo

55
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gm0 Lsds6o

53580 ©@s ggg0bo 7339 oM a0 9gamdMmgdo 3M0sb. gggobo
53580l d0bsdo Mg 3ogls.

Jggobo:  Semm!

womo:  aobdgbo.

Jggobo:  dmweodo, ®sds8o Lobados?

womo:  0m3slo? bgoash Imbgeom.

dg30b0: gl Imbosls d0bss?

@imo:  ©osh, Imbosls dobss.

d93060: 53580 Lobmdos?

wdma:  30b jombyemdls?

dggobo:  3g dobo dgamdsmo gom, dggobo.

@Omo: 83, 33w0sb Lobosdmgbms. 33 womo gom, Mmsdadols ws.

J930b0:  a333BHxMBIM, Wimo. M33s3ols bobmggm, oy
990demgds?

@omo:  Sbemogy ©agydabgd.

®53580: 9306, 85351 MdS. Amam@s bom?

Jogobo:  3oGasw. 896?

®53580: g3 oM aswe. Gsdos Liogddy?

Jagobo:  gbemos Mol 8390907 ©s 3939070 b ?

®53580:  5MS, sbom 33890 g7y7Mgd gy gg08m@do.

Jggobo:  dmo, 3obmdo {sgocgm.

®53580:  do05b oMaon. “Gabmoggemdo” (ogowgom.

dggobo: o Gs ascols?

®53580: dggmo JeGmmo gowdo, “oms mmsdbos.”

Jgg0bo: 3395 gl goedo?

053580: Jomggm Hmdob I7wedy.

J9g0b0: oM@ o? domosb joMmago. Fogorgm.

®53s80: gMm Lssmdo IBse oysgo.

dggobo:  3Bsw gogdbgodo.
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On the phone

Tamazi and Kevin are already good friends. Kevin calls Tamazi’s
apartment.

Kevin: Hello!

Lali:
Kevin:
Lali:
Kevin:
Lali:
Kevin:
Lali:
Kevin:
Lali:
Kevin:

Lali:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Speaking.

Excuse me, is Tamazi at home?"
Thomasi? (You have) a wrong number.
Is this the Shonia residence?

Yes, it is the Shonia residence.

Is Tamazi at home?

Who is asking?

I am his friend, Kevin.

Aa, how nice! I am Lali, Tamazi’s sister.
Hello, Lali. Is Tamazi at home?

I’ll call him right away.

Kevin, hello. How are you?

I’m fine. And you?

Me, too. What’s up?

What are you doing now? Are you busy?
No, I am watching the news on television.
Let’s go to a movie (theater).

Very good. Let’s go to Rustaveli.

What are they showing there?

An old Georgian movie, Data Tutashxia.
What is this movie about?

About a Georgian Robin Hood.

Really? Very well, let’s go.

Be ready in an hour.

I"1l be ready.



dgamdtgdo pl
dgamdsta sing.
M93o3l pres.

dmeodo
Lobano

Lsbendo
gL
dmbos
g0b

Joobyemmdls pres.

Gh
dolso
Qb

sbezagy
©3g7d8bgd fut.
Hmam
bot sing.
Liodqdg
gbes
Mo

™ol dat./acc.
339m90d pres.
R33939090
3G
sbsao
333500
dmeo
3obm
390
godo
QM M7Msdbos

BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

[megobrebi]
[megobari]
[rek’avs]

[bodighi]

[saxli]
[saxlshi]

[es]

[shonia]

[vin]

[k’itxulobs]

[me]

[misi]

[da]

[axlave]
[davudzaxeb]
[rogor]

[xar]

[sakme]
[exla]

[ra]

[ras]
[ak’eteb]
[dak’avebuli]
[ara]

[axali]
[ambebi]
[modi]

[k’ino]

[dzveli]

[pilmi]

[data tutashxia]

friends
friend
(he) calls, is calling,
telephoning
excuse me, sorry
house, home
at home
this
personal last name
who
here: asks, is asking
I
his/her
here: sister (also conj.
meaning and)
right away
I will call (him)
how
(you) are

matter, business (to be done)

now
what

(you) do, are doing

busy

no

new

events, news

come, let’s

movie, movie theater

old

film, movie

first and last name (male)
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5899 [razea] what is (it) about
96am0 [erti] one
Lssmo [saati] an hour

960 bssmdo [ert saatghi] in an hour
3Bo [mzad] ready
0ysgo aor./imp. [ig’avi] be; order, request
3046900 fut. [viknebi] (D will be

atic Expressions and Culture Notes

* semem is used only when answering the phone. It should not be
used when greeting a person either over the phone or when
meeting someone face to face.

¢ aoldgbo means literally: I am listening. This is a standard for-
mula when answering a phone call.

e Lbgegob dmbgemom means literally: you turned up in a different
place. 1t is the standard formula one hears if a person dials a
wrong number.

¢ bobmggm or mbmgge is a polite request to call someone to the
phone.

* o7 dg0demgds means literally: if it is possible, and may be trans-
lated as please. You should use this expression when asking for a
favor, big or small. The precise equivalent of please in Georgian is
89m9g3s, but it sounds too quaint and is seldom used.

* 6553os bogddg means literally: in what (Gs-8o-») is the matter?
Depending on context and intonation, the expression may have
a variety of meanings: What’s up?, What's going on?, What is
happening?

o sbomo 53dgd0 means news (on radio or TV; lit.: new events)



60 BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

e dmeo §sgomge means let’s go. (See the grammar section on
this expression in Lesson 11, p. 185.) jobm@o {sgocgm with or
without dmwo means let’s go (fo see) a movie.

¢ Gybomoggmo is the name of the largest movie theater in Tbilisi.
It is situated on the main street, Rustaveli Avenue. Both the street
and the theater are named after the twelfth-century Georgian poet
Shota Rustaveli.

* o aowols means what is on, what are they showing? This ques-
tion can also be asked about any theatrical or opera performance.

Grammar

I. Negative statements

In order to make a negative statement in Georgian (I do not know, 1
do not speak, etc), you should place the negative particle s (not)
before the verb. In such sentences, the negation s and the fol-
lowing verb become inseparable units. This means that no words may
be placed between the negative particle and the verb that follows it.

Affirmative Negative

39 og gbmgOHmd. 39 o 96 gabmgHmsd.

1 live here. I do not live here.

39 gmddamMsgmd 39 56 ge339653md
obgeoligMoc. 0bgmolinowe.

I speak English. I do not speak English.

0396 @355 3mdm 0396 96 @sIsMHs3mdm
S8 IQ. S 3d 7Y SE.

You speak Arabic. You do not speak Arabic.

I1. Singular forms of the verb 7o be and their negation

The ending -s is added to the negative particle 6 when it is placed
before any monosyllabic verb, such as gs® I am and bsé you
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are. This ending is called euphonic -s. It should not be confused with
enclitic -s. Enclitic -s is synonymous with the verb s6ols is, while
euphonic -s simply facilitates pronunciation.

bst you are*

Affirmative Negative

89 go  Tam 99 oo got®  Tam not

dgb bsm  you are 96 ss bosm  you are not

ol séols  he/she/it is ols 86 SGol = he/she/it is not

*Since there is no infinitive in Georgian (neutral forms such as o be, to go, to run,
etc.), verbs throughout this book will be presented in one of their active forms—in
this case, bs you are, the 2nd person singular present-tense form.

Afirmative sentence

Negative sentence

39 396 gytoligo.
I am a tourist.

396 bom Lgyegbgo.
You are a student.

ol 960l 0gomogmo.
He/she is Italian.

09 86 god gMoligo.
I am not a tourist.

dgb 95 bam Lgnegbgoa.
You are not a student.

ol 36 Mol obgemoligemoa.
He/she is not Italian.

The Georgian verb be in the third person singular form s@ols is is fre-
quently replaced by enclitic -s. In negative sentences, however, only
the full form of the verb must be used and enclitic -s is dropped.

Afirmative sentence

Negative sentence

493060 53960 39os.
Kevin is American.

gl mgggbo d0bss.
This is your apartment.

g JoMorgmo asdgmos.
This is a Georgian newspaper.

Jggobo o6 seols 3d9Mo039wo.
Kevin is not American.

gl o6 stols mgdggbo dobs.
This is not your apartment.

gl 56 sMols Jommymo gsdgmo.
This is not a Georgian newspaper.
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II1. Postpositions

In the Georgian language, there are no prepositions such as in, on,
out, for, at, etc. Instead, Georgian has postpositions, i.e. suffixes that
are added directly to nouns. Each postposition is used with nouns in
a specific case.

Case is the grammatical function of a noun or pronoun. Modern
English has shed most of its case forms. Only three cases remain:
nominative (e, who);, accusative or objective (him, whom); and geni-
tive or possessive (his, whose). Georgian, however, does have an
active case system in which nouns, pronouns, and adjectives change
forms, i.e. they decline in seven cases: nominative, ergative, dative/
accusative, genitive, instrumental, adverbial, and vocative. (See
Appendix I for more on the Georgian case system.)

In Georgian, postpositions added to nouns in various cases func-
tion like English prepositions.

e The postposition -8o corresponds to English in, af, or fo. It is
added to nouns in the dative/accusative case. At this point the fol-
lowing rule of thumb will be sufficient: nouns with an o ending
in their basic (rominative case) form drop the final vowel and
-do is added to the stem of the noun. All other endings remain
unchanged.

nom. Lsbwm-o b 3mems Lo 39 3obm M7
house school mirror movie creek

dat. Lobmdo Lgmmosdo Lomzgdo  30bm3o 6330
athome atschool inamirror imamovie in acreek

o If the subject of a sentence is 3rd person singular, enclitic -» is can
be added to a noun with the postposition -8e at, in. In the sen-
tences below the subjects are underlined.

©qes bobmdos. Mother is at home.
oo obmdos. Lali is at the movies.
stbogno 356 3d0s. Archili is in the bank.

Bgdo dds Lymesdos. My brother is at (a middle) school.
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IV.50 Thisis...and Hereis. ..

The word so this is is very often used in Georgian, mostly when you
are pointing at something or someone. Depending on the context, it
may be translated into English as: this is, here is, here you are, etc. It
is usually placed in the beginning of the sentence: the verb is should
always be omitted if a sentence starts with so.

so Foabo. This [is] a book.

s0 3960 Foabo. Here [is] your book.

s0 of ool Bgdo Lgmes.  Over there [is] my school.
30 M53580! Here [comes] Tamazi!
Exercises

I. Negate the following declarative sentences.

A.
1. 99 oF gabmgOHmo.
I live here.

2. 04396 Lzmemsdo 37dsmdm.
You work in a school.

3. dggobo godgols jombyemols.
Kevin is reading a newspaper

1. 89 Jodmggemo bggegbgo gom.
I am a Georgian student.

2. 996 ©s30g907@o bs@m?
Are you busy?

3. momo of sehobs.
Lali is here.
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1. oogl 35630 moss.

The bank is open today.

2. 3gomsl Lgmms ©sggeowos.

On Sunday the school is closed.

3. 33580 Lobmdos.

Tamazi is at home.

I1. In the sentences below, replace the full form of stols he/she/it
is with enclitic -s.

9L 53530l Lobemo s@oals.

2. dg30b60 396a0 bggegbgo sMols.
@O0 ©5393907@o sGols.

IT1. Add postposition -8o in, at, fo to the nouns listed below.

1. Lossomo 4. Bogoam
2. dogbs 5. dsbgo
3. asdgmo 6. 3967

IV. Fill in the blank spaces below with the words you learned in
this lesson.

L 053530: a035mxmds, Jgg0b. Hmames ?
2. dggobo: . 996?
3. »8dsdo: 3oMade. dmwo,
Vogocgm.
4. dgg0bo: HmIgem ? &S ?
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33580: Jocorgmo

Jggobo: doPorems?

®33380: 9o Lssmdo

Jgg0bo:  doeosh 3oMao. 8o
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o 059s80kmsb

Jgg0b0 053580Lmab owols bgdMoce.

Jgg0bo:
md3ado:

Jgg0bo:

QQQO:
dagobo:
@dmo:

®ddddo0:

Jg30bo:
(Wh Il H
Jggobo:
[WhIuH
Jggobo:
@IWO:
Jggobo:
033580:
Jgg0boa:
@d@o:

Jgg0boa:

QOQO:
Jggobo:

8535MHx MBS, M8953! godengds?
Jg306! 3g3meo. s0, gl Bgdo s, wmowo.
B396 1339 goEbmdem gHdsbgmls, 95853 Ibmemme

8929500
R03b, 3036mdm. IMdGIsbrom.

9 oo ©d wddsdo d0bss!

©odb, L 30sme roroes. gb Lolgxdhm mosbos,
9L B30 3Imdmgdols Lofmeo mmsbo. gL
53580l mmabos, gl 3o Bgdo. of Lobogowm wo
Lo3BsMgymms. gl LodoMgsMgdm s 5d589b9.

J9306, G0l @smyg, hsols oy gogol?

g3l Losdmgbgoom ©ogmmas.

BHmameo y4ogo 80ygedm, 3sa560 o Lglgo?
Lodgoem. ‘
Mdom?

odsh, oy 9g0demgds.

dogmom?

369, dsgdmme.

50, adbobxg. gl @momols bogsdypmos.

69 a3q9Mogmos! gl JsBoms mgggb asszgmgm?
Molis 3g0Mggmos 3y ao3939my. Lbgoms Bmols,

49306, dmeo, Bgbmdom gomsdssgmm. hggb 7339
39amdMgoo gomm, s6S?

693rgomoe goMmm, wowo. dgbo bogedydo doeosb
8996M090s.

07 83900909, JoRIF FIRI0RY.
Loadmgbgoom gd©dz00gd.
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Visiting Tamazi

This morning Kevin comes to visit Tamazi. He rings the bell. Tamazi
opens the door.

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Lali:
Kevin:
Lali:

Tamazi:

Kevin:
Lali:
Kevin:
Lali:
Kevin:
Lali:
Kevin:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Lali:

Kevin:

Lali:
Kevin:

Hello, Tamaz! May 1?
Kevin! Come in. This is my sister, Lali.
We’ve met, but only on the phone.

Yes, we’ve met. Please, come in.
What a large and beautiful apartment!

Yes, it is rather large. This is a guestroom; this is my
parents’ bedroom. This is Tamazi’s room, and this is mine.
There is a kitchen and a dining room. These are a toilet and
a bathroom.

Kevin, what would you like to drink, tea or coffee?
I would be glad to have some coffee.

How do you like your coffee, strong or weak?
Medium.

With milk?

Yes, please.

With sugar?

No, without sugar.

Here, try. This is Lali’s khachapuri.

How delicious! Lali, did you really make this?

Of course I made it. By the way, Kevin, let’s use the

informal you. We are already friends, aren’t we?

Indeed we are, Lali. Your khachapuri is most delicious.

If it’s delicious, have (some) more.
I’ll have more with great pleasure.



Lg 3o adv.
Lgmdsto
393380liob

d9dmeo aor/imp.
S0
g03bmdm pres.

96 03sbgmo

96 m3sbgmls dat./acc.

dbmemme
Ls 3dome
mmsbo
Lsbigdthm mmsbo
ddmdemgdo
d9dmdemgoals gen.
Lo memo
30

Lsbs@omm
L3dBoMg7gem
Lsdotgamgdm
5358569

Roegg ful.

Rso

Bsols dat./acc.
4ogo

yogols dat./acc.
Losdmgbgoom

Roggg fut.
Hmamdo
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[st’umrad]
[st’umari]
[tamazistan]

[shemodi]
[ai]
[vitsnobt]

[ertmaneti]
[ertmanets]
[mxolod]
[sak’maod]
[otaxi]
[sast’umro otaxi]
[mshoblebi]
[mshoblebis]
[sats’oli]
[k’i]

[sasadilo]
[samzareulo]
[sap’irparesho]
[abazana]
[dalev]

[chai]
[chais]
[q’ava]
[q’avas]
[siamovnebit]

[davlev]
[rogori]

visiting
visitor, guest

Tamazi’s place,
Tamazi’s
apartment

come in

here, here is

(we) are acquainted,
(we) know

each other

only
rather
room
guest room
parents

bed

and, while, one the
other hand

dining room

kitchen

toilet

bathroom

(you) will/would
drink

tea

coffee

with pleasure, my
pleasure

(I) will drink

what kind



8043z pres.
dogsmo
balgo
bsdg0emm
tdg
Mdoom instr.
dogoo
dsgoom instr.
738gHme

askobxg aor./imp.

338G0ge20
300330)30) aor.

M3ld 3g0M g9 0
goto pres.
bsdrgomowe
34°RJI3

adesowyg aor./imp.

89©830090 fut.

Lesson Three

[giq’vart]
[magari]
[sust’i]
[sashualo]
[rdze]
[rdzit]
[shakari]
[shakrit]
[ushakrod]
[gasinje]

[gemrieli]
[gaak’etet]
[rasak’virvelia]
[vart]
[namdvilad]
[k’idev]

[gadaighe]

[gadavigheb]

71

(you) like, love

strong

weak, feeble

medium, middle

milk

with milk
sugar
with sugar

without sugar

taste (it), have a
bite!

delicious

(you) made

of course

we are

indeed

more, again, one
more time

(you) take, have
some (more)

(D) will have some

:atic Expressions and Culture Notes

¢ In Georgia, children used to live with their parents until they got
married. As a rule, sons continued to live in their parents’ house
even after getting married. In time, it became their responsibility
to take care of their elderly parents. After getting married, daugh-
ters would move to their husbands’ apartment. The tradition still
continues, although with the changing economic situation in the
country, some young couples nowadays rent or buy their own
apartment if they can afford it.

* Jools bg7dse means goes for a visit, is visiting.
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» 3900mqds? literally means is it possible? However, when used
as a question, it is the equivalent of may I? The expression is used
whenever one asks permission to do something: enter the room,
borrow a book, use a phone, etc.

e s0 is a word often used when one points at something, naming an
object or person. It is the exact equivalent of the French voila.

* 3066mdm gBMBsbgols means we know each other or we are
aquainted with each other. The question do you know such-and-
such person will be, for example, ogbmdm semols? Do you know
Lali?, and ogbmdm xmbls 36m36ls? Do you know John Brown?.

* ImdM™dsbroom is a very formal and polite form used when inviting
someone in. Georgians have a rather strict code of formal speech,
and it is prudent to use this form when speaking to someone older
than you or higher in rank, as well as to a person you are meeting
for the first time.

e bogsdy®o a cheese bread is the pride of traditional Georgian
cuisine.

e bbgoms dmeols means by the way.

* 396mdom gomsdsMsgmm means let’s speak using dgb (instead
of the formal ogggb).

* jowmgg aswoowy means fake some more; literally: take over (and
put on your plate).

Grammar

I. Verbs in the present tense

Below is a chart of the present tense conjugation of the verb sggmgd
you do, make. You will find a detailed discussion on verb conjuga-
tions and charts in Appendix III at the end of the book. Look at the
chart below and memorize the person markers in both singular and
plural forms.
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s39m9d (you do, make)

Person Singular

st d9 3-9390190 Ido

2nd d96 339390 you do

3rd ols 339050s he/she does
Person Plural

1st B396  g-939mg9d-® wedo

2nd mdggb  o39myd-m you do

3rd obobo  539m9096  they do

If we remove the verb stem, we can clearly see the person markers
for the present tense:

Present Tense Person Markers

Person Singular

1st ds I g-stem
2nd dgb you stem

3rd ols he/she stem-s
Person Plural

1st g-stem Bggb we g-stem-o
2nd o396 you stem-om
3rd olobo they stem-g6

Look at this chart and memorize all person markers. The majority
of Georgian verbs have these markers in present tense. Verbs for the
2nd person singular pronoun dgb you have no marker. The rest of the
forms have specific markers both in singular and plural.

II. The dative/accusative case

Of the seven cases of Georgian noun declensions, the dative/accusa-
tive case is one of the most frequently used. The marker of the case
is the ending 4s added to the nouns. Only nouns with the nominative
ending -o drop the final vowel before adding the ending .
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Nom.

as5390-0 9bs 3999  Jom 37
newspaper language stairs iron  owl
Dat./Acc.

as3gm-s gbods 3909 ool d3d
newspaper language stairs  iron owl

If the noun is preceded by any type of qualifier (pronoun, adjective,
numeral, etc.), the gualifier will remain unchanged unless it has an -o
ending. In that case the qualifier will drop the final vowel.

Nom. Dat./Acc. Translation

obaemoligM-o gbs  obamolig® gbsls  English language

Lsd-0 d7 153 d7bs three owls
dm3gmg 30dg dmgamg 30d9l short stairs
35856 Jom 3ogoMs Jomls small iron

In the examples above, the adjectivc obgeoligtho English and the
numeral bsdo three both lose their nominative ending -o when the
words they modify are put in the dative/accusative case (gbsl lan-
guage and b owls, respectively).

e The dative/accusative case is used when the noun functions as the
direct or indirect object of the action expressed by the verb. In the
sentences below, the underlined nouns and their qualifiers function
as direct objects.

065 3mo aghdsabym asdgols jombymmdls.
Irakli reads a German newspaper.

Jag060 abgemolg®m 9bols sLfogemals.
Kevin is teaching the English language.

bobogm 3ogots 3l bagagl.
Niniko is drawing a little owl.

805 dmyegq Y9Gl Foob.

Gia is writing a short letter.




Lesson Three 75

II1. Postposition -8y on, at, to, and about

Another postposition used in this lesson is -8g, which corresponds to
the English on, at, to, and about. It is attached to nouns in the dative/
accusative case, in a manner similar to -8e, that is, nouns with an -o
ending in their basic (or nominative case) form drop the final vowel
and -39 is added to the stem of the noun. All other endings remain
unchanged. Note that the dative/accusative case ending s is also
dropped.

nom. s0gs5b-0 390 by 08Gm 3967
balcony  dress tree shelf Peru

dat./acc. 90356l 3odods bgls nsmmdls 39yl

dat./acc. 5035689 300589 bg8g nommBg 398y
+89 to/ona onadress onatree onashelf aboutPeru
balcony

Bggb gemodsms jmdm LogdoMmggemmay.
We speak about Georgia.

3039b8g 3389M 8580095

There is a small table on the balcony.

Jgg060 Loobggmglm IMmmgdedg Igdomols.
Kevin works on an interesting project.

¢ Enclitic -s can be added to nouns with postposition -35.

d9bo Foabo 3sg0ws89s. Your book is on the table.
Bgdo 3ogo bgdgs. My cat is on a tree.
dsbsbs 3mbgmedgs. Manana is at the concert.

Remember that the use of postpositions in Georgian does not always
coincide with that of prepositions in English. You should try to mem-
orize them a few expressions at a time.
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IV. The dative-/dccusative-case postposition -msb with s.o., at
s.0.’s place

Another postposition that can be added to the dative/accusative case
is -mob. In this lesson we will discuss the use of this postposition
with personal names.

The personal names that lose their final -o will drop the case
ending s before -mob like the postpositions -8e and -8g. The names
that do not lose their final -o will have -ms6 added after the case
ending s (see Borrowed Words and Personal Names in Georgian on
page 27).

Nom. Dat./Acc. + »sb Translation

dobgoem-0  dobgoemds  dobgom-meb at Michael’s

39580 003580  ®58580--msb  at Tamazi’s
00bs mobsds 00b3L-msb at Tina’s

9 9bg ggbgls 9gegbgl-msb  at Helen’s
6769 69671 b767-5-096 at Nunu’s

993960 ®53580bmsb doroals.
Kevin is going to Tamazi’s place.

Bg9b dbams s@hommsb gotm.
We are now at Archil’s place (with Archil).

oo J930bmb JoMmgmon @sdomsmols.
Lali speaks with Kevin in Georgian.

V. The negative particle séos and the zail question

s at the end of a sentence corresponds to the English fail question:

0J3960 ©d Lggrgbgos, s6s?

Your sister is a student, isn’t she?

Bg9b dgamdcgdo goMmm, 96s?

We are friends, aren’t we?

0lobo oM mgmoe @sIsms3mdgb, sGs?
They speak Georgian, don’t they?

eegl bymdsdsmoes, s6s?

Today is Thursday, isn’t it?
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Exercises

1. Fill in the blanks, adding appropriate person markers to
the verbs. Note that in the sentences below all the verbs
in parentheses are in the “simplest” form, the 2nd person
singular.

1. hgdo Idmdemgdo o
(GbmgHmd).
My parents live here.

2. dggobo JoB e g9bsbs

L sgemd).
Kevin is studying Georgian [language].

3. 89 gomg bagoadnmls

(539090).
I make good khachapuri.

4. 396 gmsbygem asdgmls

77

(3oobyemmd)?
Are you reading a French newspaper?

5. JoMorymoe My joMmase

(5350 3md)!
How well you speak Georgian!

6. 053580 @ wmowo oY

(@935md).
Tamazi and Lali work here.
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Put the nouns below in the dative/accusative case, and add
postpositions -8o and -8g. Remember that these adjectives are
added to nouns in the dative/accusative case, minus the case
ending .

nom. dat./acc. -Bo 39

1. omsbo

2. 30bm

3. 33069

4. ogy

I1I. Add the postposition -ms6 to the personal names below;
names that lose the final -0 are highlighted.
®doto 4. dgoobm

2. golm 5. @ods
3363560 6. bomgms

IV. Translate the following sentences into Georgian:

1. You (sing.) are a student, aren’t you?

2. Laliis your sister, isn’t she?

3. This is your apartment, isn’t it?

4. You (pol.) live here, don’t you?
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V. The verbs below are given in the 2nd person singular form.
Conjugate them orally referring to the chart given in the
Grammar section of this lesson.

@335653md (speak)

Joomd (rent)

bmgdmd (live)

#9393 (ring)

d3domd (work)

Joobaemmd (ask, read)
Lfsgemmd (study)

o3bmd (are acquainted, know)
Voo (write)

®335dmo (play)
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Kiln bread
ombols 3760
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b 3360

gowom seMy Jg30b0 @ woemo 90 ®3sbgols bgwgdosh Jabsdo.

@IWO0:
Jagobo:
@ E0:

Jggobo:

@IO:
Jgg0boe:
@IWO:
Jagobo:
oo

Jggobo:
@O0

393gorggeo:
QOQO:
3vdogggeo:
QOQO:
399y039w0:
Jggobo:
QOQOI

Jgg0boe:

OX0:
Jgg0bo:

QOQO:

J9306! 8535OxmMds! Lo dowobo®?

350080080. 37Mo dobes goyorm.

39 37689 Bogrogs®. dgb GmamGo 37Mo
a0brs, fggymgdMogo o7 ombols 33607

eegl ombols 3Mo dobwrs goyorm, 35853 o6
gogo Low.

ombyg o sbmml stols. S0, 03 Jyhsdy.

s oMl mmbols 37M0?

MOH3mRssM0 mgmdo.

96m0 joemm?

369, gm0 @a3580. s0, mmby o sMoals, 59
Lbatesgdo.

6o Lsabggglims!

(9300bgds 39dyorzne Joeb): Rgors, IgMo
addzm?

33°J3L-

(bog0s?

39, sbgmos. Madwgbo gobws?

Mo @ogsdo.

96 m0 @sMo.

@O0, Imeo, eyl 3y gorsgobwro, 3o ao?
361, 3! gl I adswesgobro. dgb bgow
adsesobaey.

3oMa0, 353053 bgswm aLsmyme 99 adwdgobro.
39, 39gmbm. bgom Fgb aswoobowmyg.

@m0, 07 O™ addgl, Imeo, 39 s Igb
eegl 358563oy Fogoegm. hgdo ds3eg960 by
(3960900,

Vog0@gm. emgl 39 mogolggemo 3o6.
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Kiln bread

Early in the morning Kevin and Lali meet each other in the street.

Lali:
Kevin:
Lali:

Kevin:

Lali:
Kevin:
Lali:
Kevin:
Lali:

Kevin:
Lali:

saleswoman:

Lali:

saleswoman:

Lali:

saleswoman:

Kevin:
Lali;

Kevin:

Lali:
Kevin:

Lali:

Kevin, hello! Where are you going?
To the store. I want to buy bread.

I’m also going to buy bread. What kind of bread do
you want, regular or oven-baked?

Today I want to buy oven-baked bread but I don’t
know where (to do so).

The kiln is close to here. There, on that street.
How much does oven-baked bread cost?

50 tetri.

One kilogram?

No, one lavash. Here is the kiln, in this cellar.

How interesting!
(asking the saleswoman) Auntie, do you have bread?

We do.

Is it hot?

Yes, it’s hot. How many do you want?

Two lavashis.

One /ari.

Lali, let me pay today, OK?

No, no! I will pay today. You pay tomorrow.

OK, but tomorrow I will pay for sure.
As you wish. You’ll pay tomorrow.

Lali, if you have time, let’s you and I also go together
to the market. My refrigerator is completely empty.

Let’s go. I’m free today.
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omby

ombols gen.
ombols 3960
3360
Lo

dowobom pres.
3005800
dobws
goygoem opt.
Mmamco
a0bws pres.
B3oagdmogo
sbenmls
Jabo

09 gnhsdy
@0l pres.
mOHIM(GRISMN0
Jowm

(abbrev. of JoenmaMsdo)
@535do

LsGesgo

59 Lomesgdo
930mbgods pres.
393gogggeo
Jowo
RQJIoRS
asdgo pl./pres.
a35ggL pres.
pbgeo

30

Modegbo

oo

[tone]

[tonis]

[tonis p’uri]
[puri]
[sad]
[midixar]
[maghazia]
[minda]
[viq’ido]
{rogori]
[ginda]
[chveulebrivi]
[axlos]
[kuchal]

[im kuchaze]
[ghirs]
[ormotsdaati]
[k’ilo]

[k’ilogrami]
[lavaghi]

[sardapi]

[am sardapghi]
[ek’itxeba]
[gamg’idveli]
[kali]

[deida]
[gakvt]
[gvakvs]
[tsxeli]
[k’i]
[ramdeni]
[ori]

kiln or oven

lit: kiln bread
bread
where
you are going
store
I want
(should, want to) buy
what kind
you want
regular, ordinary
close by, near
street

on that street
costs
fifty
kilogram

lavash, flat kiln
bread

cellar

in this cellar
is asking (s.0.)
salesperson
woman
aunt, auntie
you have
we have
hot
yes (informal)
how many
two
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aowsgobro fut. [gadavixdi] I will pay

bgom [xval] tomorrow

aswsobswy aor/imp. [gadaixade] you pay

Psmgme [usatuod] by all means, for
sure, without fail

eMHm [dro] time

a3l sing./pres. [gakvs] you have

d38560 [bazari] farmer’s market

ms30l7gsemo [tavisupali] free

1atic Expressions and Cuilture Notes

¢ ombols 336o kiln bread, commonly called lavashi, is very pop-
ular in Georgia as well as in most Middle Eastern countries. It
may be of various shapes and thickness. In Tbilisi, kiln bread is of
average thickness. In many places in the city you can buy a freshly
baked lavash straight from the kiln.

* J368g dogwogsm means I am going for bread. (lit.: I am going
on the bread.)

* s ol means How much is it?, What does it cost?

* ogoto and msto are Georgian currencies. mgmo refers to
small change and literally means white, since early Georgian coins
were made of silver. One lari equals one hundred fetris. After the
collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, these currencies replaced the
Russian ruble. As with all currencies, the value of the lari fluctu-
ates; initially, one dollar was equal to two laris and 20 fetris. As
of the beginning of 2008, the rate of exchange was one dollar to 1
lary, 75 tetri. The exchange rate will, no doubt, keep on changing.

* Egows, literally aunt or auntie, is a standard form of addressing a
stranger, an older woman. The word Jomdsgmbem Madam, may
also be used but it is more formal in tone, and implies deference to
the person being addressed.



86

BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

3o followed with dsgmbm (3o, dsgmbm) is a fixed formula, and
literally means yes, sir or yes, master. It is used when addressing
either men or women. It expresses agreement, consent, and can
also be translated as of course.

eyl 39 asmsgobeo means Today I will pay. Georgians often
insist that they pay the bill for their friends, be they local or for-
eign. Traditional honor requires it, and these chivalrous rules are
followed even when one can barely afford to do so. It would be
prudent not to abuse this kind of generosity, and also not to feel
obliged to reciprocate.

Grammar

I. Verbs of motion in the present tense

prefix + o + verb be

The majority of verbs denoting motion have one common stem,
-QO‘.

The prefixes indicate the direction of the movement.

There are seven basic prefixes, roughly corresponding to the
English to, in, up, down, over, etc. One of the most frequently used
prefixes is do-. Together with the stem 8o-co- it forms the basis of
the verb go.

At this point we will use only the prefix 8o-. Others will be intro-
duced gradually.

In the chart below, the components of the verb are separated by a
dash to make the structure clear. Usually they must be written as
one word.
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Present Tense of the Verb go
prefix o + o + verb be

Singular Plural
1st dg9 8o0-3-@o-356 bggb  do-g3wo-gom-m
I am going we are going
2nd d9b  Bo-—wo-bom 09396 do-—wo-bsm-m
you are going you are going
3rd ol ool obobo do--wo-56
he/she/it is going they are going

eegl obobo m3gMmado Bocosk.
Today they are going to the opera.

bgom Bg9b Bozogmdo Bogrogetm.
Tomorrow we are going to Chicago.

396 Lzmmado o6 Bogobsm?
Aren’t you (sing.) going to school?

330605l bgmegbggdo Lbow dowost?
Where are the students going on Sunday?
e In negative sentences the particle s6 must be always placed
before the verb:
93 o6 dogwogsd. Iam not going.
396 o6 Jowobsc. You are not going.
Below is a list of some other verbs of motion that conjugate in the

same manner as the verb go. Notice the different prefixes:

89-3-co-go6 I am going in (or into)
$-go-go I am going up
Bs-3-o-go6 I am going down, I am arriving to

II. Word order in affirmative and interrogative sentences

Affirmative sentence word order

The word order of Georgian sentences is rather flexible. You can rear-
range words without fundamentally changing their meaning, although
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some shift of emphasis may occur. At this point you don’t need to
worry about this as long as the sentence is intelligible.

The following is an example of how word order may be changed;
in each version the boldfaced words are emphasized. The first
example (with the *) shows the most frequently used neutral form:

*059580 gdodgols Jombymmdls.
*Tamazi a newspaper is reading.

389l 53880 Joobymmols.
A newspaper Tamazi is reading.

Joobmmdls asdgols msdsdo.
Is reading a newspaper Tamazi.

033580 joobymmdls gedgmbs.

Tamazi is reading a newspaper.

Note, however, that a sentence may include groups of words that
form inseparable units that should never be broken up. Such units
are:

e A noun and all preceding qualifiers (adjectives, possessive pro-
nouns, numerals) that specify, describe or identify it;
e The negative particle s not and the verb that follows it.

e Other types of inseparable units will be introduced later.

In the sentences below the inseparable units are underlined.

*60bm o 006530 6 gbomgOHmals.
*Nino in a large apartment does not live.

bobm 36 bmgBHmdl o dobsdo.
Nino does not live in a large apartment.

56 _bmgHmdl bobm o d0bsdo.
Does not live Nino in a large apartment.

©oe 306530 bobm o6 gbogcEHmdls.
In a large apartment Nino does not live.
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HI. Interrogative sentence word order with pronouns bse
where, 306 who, and golso whose

The majority of interrogative pronouns (who, why, where, which,
etc.) also form inseparable units with verbs that follow them with or
without negation s6. In the following example sentences, the insepa-
rable units are underlined.

A.bs where

Lo dowosh wegl dggobo o mowma?
Where are going today Kevin and Lali?

gl boe 8000sb gg3060 08 momo?
Today where are going Kevin and Lali?

d33060 ©o momo wegl bow Jowasb?
Kevin and Lali today where are going?

993060 ©s momo bow dorosh eogls?
Kevin and Lali where are going today?

B. gob who

306 53568300l Jomgemse?
Who speaks in Georgian?

Jomgmoe g0b ma3sms 3mdls?
In Georgian who speaks?

306 56 335(83mdl Jommymoe?
Who does not speak in Georgian?

Jotmgmse 306 96 adss 3mdls?
In Georgian who does not speak?

30b_935m3ls 3oMmaswe?
Who works well?

JoMaswe gob dudsmols?
Well who works?

30b 56 37domol 3oMaswe?
Who does not work well?




90 BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

3oMaswe 306 56" 37935mdls?
‘Well who does not work?

C. The pronoun golso forms inseparable units only with the verb 7o
be expressed with enclitic -» (is) added to it: gobso + 5.

gobios gl asdgma?
Whose newspaper is this? (Whose is this newspaper?)

9L _a93gm0 gobos?
This newspaper whose is?

gobos gb_3587
Whose cat is this? ( Whose is this cat?)

gb_gogo golos?
This cat whose is?

IV. Indicative pronouns gls this and obs that

e The pronoun ols designates the personal pronouns /e or she. It
also functions as the indicative pronoun that, and is paired with
another indicative pronoun gls this. gs this and ols that are nomi-
native (or direct) forms of the pronouns.

Direct Forms of the Indicative Pronouns
gL (this) and ols (that)

gL d0bo this apartment  ols d0bo that apartment
9t mmsbo  this room ol mmobo  that room
9L as8gomo  this newspaper ols go8gmo  that newspaper

If the noun following these pronouns is in any case other than the nom-
inative (for example, dative/accusative, genitive, etc.) or has a postpo-
sition, the pronouns ols that and gls this will change to 3 and o8
respectively. They are called indirect forms of the indicative pronouns.

Indirect Forms of the Indicative Pronouns
59 (this) and 09 (that)

0d dobsls this apartment 39 d0bsls that‘apaltment
03 mmsbdo in this room 53 mmsbdo in that room
08 a089mdg on this newspaper 53 ao89m8g on that newspaper
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Examples:

8730530 93 d0bsls JoMmomals.
Gurami is renting this apartment.

35089 03 Lbsbemdo 3bmgHmb.
Paata lives in that house.

3960 ado8gmo 33 dsgowsdgs.

- Your newspaper is on this table.

Bgdo 3m330789M0 08 mmsbBos.
My computer is in that room.

Exercises

S R o

Fill in the blanks with the correct ending of the verb of
motion. You should use the prefix do- + o- + the appropriate
ending.

Jagobo 385680

8939 mdS, mowao. Lo

39 ©d go3mobo gl 306m3o

53580 ©d gggobo 953630

0gggb 8585630
99 @5 oo Lobendo

. In the sentence below, underline inseparable units and

change the word order. You should come up with at least four
possible versions.

06530 007 gbsls o6 Lfsgemmols.
Irakli does not study the Italian language.
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Conjugate orally the verbs below, referring to the verb chart
given in the Grammar section I of this lesson:

89-3-©o-gom I am going in (or into)
$-3-00-396 I am going up
Bs-3-cogo® I am going down, I am arriving to

. Translate the following sentences into Georgian using the

interrogative pronouns bsee where, gob who, and golso whose.
Choose any word order explained in this lesson.

Where is Kevin?
Where is your friend?
Where is the toilet (restroom)?

Who is that man?

Who is going to the market?
Who does not speak English?

Whose book is this?
Whose computer is this?
Whose bedroom is this?
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V. Fill in the blanks with the direct or indirect forms of the
indicative pronouns:

1. (gL, 93) Lobando 9380 (3bmgHmBL.
dolo Lofmmo mmsbos.

2. (ok, 0d) bagadyo dowmosb gq9dGogmos.

3. (gb, 93) Bgdo dogowss. 90800589 hgdo
3m3307eg60s.

4. (03, obs) 89M33670 336 30s. 33630 39
399domd.

5. (gb, 93, obs, 03) 06590 Lado mmaboo,
306580 mBo mmsbo.

6. (gu, 99, ols, 0d) domadoo 300380089

I3 @oR0dS.
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Jagobo s wdmo 358560 361056 @S LyAlsal Yyoremdgb.

@OWO:
Ja30b0:
S0
d930b0:
OO:
Jgg0bo:
owmo:

3odygoggmo:
QOQO:
3o8gogggeo:
QD(’\"’OZ
4g930b0:

@Ot
3odygoggmo:
Jgg0bo0:
@ao:

J930b0:
@Imo:

Jggobo:
[QQQ(H
3d9gorggo:
QOQQ:

398g0xggo:
OMO:

J9306, G5 aobrs ogorm?

4392999M0: Jomsdo, yzgmo, dmbigbgymo, bowo.
botgo 96 aobes?

563, 35 bl aMs gdad.

398989003690 boe?

369, Jomsdls o my3dl gdsd.

39630. dmweo, x96 yggmo gogormo. dos,
4390 5 @oml?

oo bymo wao.

dowash dgomos.

396 a0, mabo ©s babggea. 5degbo aobrs?
9fmo gowmm Imdgso.

@0, 30, 39Ma0 35dmos. dmwo, gl gsdmo
3040QMO.

©90s, 33dwmo GS Qoml?

3om woMbobggeto.

mMo jomm ImIg30. 90, dsgmbm, Lado wso.
gbes dmbgbgamo gogormm. My dmbgbgymo
a0bes?

300, 35domto, 3§36 wmdom ©o doEMoxsbo.
%0, gl 3oMao 3sdoemMos ©d osgo SGols,
Jomm mo @dsfo.

3sdoemMo dggdo 56 dobes. mobo (3os20
Lo 380Mobos.

dod, mabo Jsdogmo Jabes.
s0Mhog, Bgocam, Hmdgmo aobes.
%0, gl mobo. Jambo JowmmBy gmgs Bgg0s, 9GS?

33 78sgl, mobse Foowmy.
3demmdm, dos.
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The farmers’ market

Kevin and Lali are at the farmers’ market and are buying produce.

Lali:
Kevin:
Lali:
Kevin:
Lali:
Kevin:
Lali:

. Salesperson:
Lali:
Salesperson:
Lali:

Kevin:

Lali:

Kevin, what do you want to buy?

Everything: chicken, cheese, vegetables, fruit.
You don’t want meat?

No, I don’t eat meat.

Are you a vegetarian?

No, I eat chicken and fish.

OK. Let’s buy cheese first. Sir, (/it.: uncle) how much
is the cheese?

Five lari.

It’s too expensive.

OK, four and a half. How much do you want?
Give me one kilo.

Lali, here, (look) what nice apples. Let’s buy these
apples.

Miss, how much are the apples?

Salesperson: Lari and a half for a kilo.

Kevin:
Lali:

Kevin;
Lali:

Kevin:

Lali:
Salesperson:
Lali:

Salesperson:
Lali:

Give me two kilos. Here, Miss (or Sir), three lari.

Let’s now buy vegetables. What kind of vegetables do
you want?

Cucumbers, tomatoes, green beans and eggplants.

Here, these are good tomatoes and cheap too, two laris
for a kilo.

I don’t want too many tomatoes. Four is enough.

Sir, I want four tomatoes.

Choose, child, which ones you want.

Here, these four. Seems like it is a little over a kilo,
isn’t it?

That’s OK, take it for four (/ari).

Thank you, Sir.



Lg@lsmo

a0bes oyowm opt.

439298960
jombao

Jomsdls dat./acc.

J3oxe
dmbigbgymo
boano
boeso

303965005620
®gg8o

myg8L dat./acc.
x90

§ogogmo opl.
dgoto

olig dgoto
babggoto
Modwegbo
dmadgo
399mo
wdMmbsbggoto

gbas (or sbans)
Jogto
3odo@mto
8V 3969
mdom
doMoxsbo
0590

03903
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[sursati]
[ginda iq’ido]
[q’velaperi]
[katami]
[katams]
[q’veli]
[bost’neuli]
[xili]
[xortsi]

[veget’arianeli]

[tevzi]
[tevzs]

[jer]

[vig’idot]
[dzviri]

[ase dzviri]
[naxevari]
[ramdeni]
[mometsi]
[vashli]
[larnaxevari]

[exla]
[k’it’ri]
[p’amidori]
[mts’vane]
[lobio]
[badrijani]
[iapi]
[iapits ]

produce

you want to buy
everything
chicken

cheese

vegetable(s)

fruit

meat (unless specified,
e.g. chicken, etc., it
implies red meat)

vegetarian

fish

first of all, before
anything else
let’s buy, shall we buy
expensive
SO expensive
half
how much
give me
apple
lari and a half
(mom+bobggemo)
now
cucumber
tomato
green
beans
eggplant
cheap
cheap too, cheap
as well
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39360 [bevri] many, much

(o0 [tsali] piece (always used
after numerals)

bsgdsmolio [sak’marisi] enough

dos [dzia] here: Sir (lit.: uncle)

sotbog aor/imp. [airchie] (you) choose

dambo [mgoni] seems like, looks like,
I think

Ty [tsot’a] a little, few

9960 [met’i] more

{oowyg aor/imp. [ts’aighe] (you) take

:‘atic Expressions and Culture Notes

o

® 358560 The farmers’ market in Georgia, as in any Middle
Eastern country, is a colorful and noisy place. In Tbilisi, farmers’
markets are particularly colorful. People from different regions of
the country and of various ethnicities mill around, while buyers
try to bargain down the price. This is also the best place to practice
colloquial Georgian.

® dos Or dodos, literally uncle, is used when addressing an older
man, a stranger, or a blood relative. It should not be used in
formal, polite conversation.

® 393mo is the singular form of the word apple. When referring to
an unspecified quantity of any produce such as fruits, vegetables,
etc., the singular form of nouns should be used: gog®o cucumber,
3s3omo, tomato, doroxsbo eggplant, etc.

* dsgmbem is, literally, the vocative case of master. (The vocative
case is used when one is addressing someone or something.) If not
followed by a personal name, the word dsgmbe can be used when
addressing either men or women.
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o dgoeam is the vocative case of @goeso child. This is how an older
person would address a younger one, regardless of whether the
addressee is male or female.

e 55 7degl. Depending on the situation, this idiomatic expression
may mean it 5 OK, just fine, no big deal, don t warry about it.

Grammar

I. Interrogative pronouns s what, Gm3geeo which one,
Hmameco what kind

Although in some cases these pronouns may be interchangeable, Gs
what, Gm3gemo which one, Gmameo what kind are not synony-
mous. They function as qualifiers and form a tripartite unit with both
the noun to which they refer and the verb which follows.

o what like its English counterpart, may be followed by a verb or a
noun:

6o stols gls?
What is this?

55 as8gols Joorbyemmd?
What newspaper are you reading?

In the latter case, while the question does not refer to the specific
qualities of some persons, objects, or species, the noun being modi-
fied by ®s what must be named or otherwise identified.

Questions Possible Answers

o gbsb Lfogammd? Jotrmgem 9bob.

What language do you study? [The] Georgian language.
6o Foabls joobyemmd? gowm 3bgFol HmPsbl.
What book are you reading? A novel by Faulkner.

6o goemdo gocols? 38960 33mo ggbggcbo.

What film are they showing? An American Western.
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Gmdgmo which one implies a choice among several possibilities,
and, just like Gmgmea what kind, it is followed either by a noun or

the enclitic -» is:

Questions

Hmdger bosGmymdy bmgmhmd?

On which floor do you live?

HmIgemos dgbo Jomsdo?
Which one is your pen?
Hm3gemo godmo goyoemn?
Which apples should we buy?

HmIgemos dgbo 60bs?
Which one is your apartment?

Possible Answers
33(05)383.
On the second.

foogma.
The red one.

gl 350eo.
These apples.

gl dabs.
This apartment.

Gmgmto what kind refers to specific qualities of persons, things or
species and, like ®m8gwmo which one, it is followed by a noun or by

enclitic -s.

Questions

gl GmamGo $30bros?
[Today what kind weather is?]
How is the weather today?

Gmamos Bgdo bagsdyma?
[What Kind is my khachapuri?]
How is my khachapuri?

Hmamo hoo a0bes?
[What kind tea you want?]
What kind of tea do you want?

Possible Answers
bdjdome joMao.

Pretty good.
do0sb aqdmageno!

Very delicious!
3 goby Boso.

Green tea.

Interrogative Gmagmto what kind should not be confused with
Hmam® ow. Gmgmeé how is always followed by a verb, and
functions as an adverb, i.e. it modifies the verb. If followed by a
monosyllabic verb like ga I am or bs& you are, enphonic -s (not
enclitic -s that stands for is) will be added at the end.
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Questions

053580 Bmgm® ©sdoms jmdls

obaemolgoe?

How does Tamazi speak English?

8085xMdd, 8760 3m. GmamBs bom?
Hello, Zuriko. How are you?

Gmgme oMol JoMommoe tomato?
[How is in Georgian tomato?]
How do you say fomato in Georgian?

BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

Possible Answers
doosbh joMasw.

Very well.

39Ma0©, adsemmd.
Fine, thank you.

33do@mo.

[pamidori].

I1. Demonstrative, comparative and superlative adjectives

e Regular forms

In Georgian, just as in English, there are demonstrative
(3ogo good), comparative (gggoglo better), and superlative
(Logggmglem the best) adjectives. The majority of comparative
and superlative adjectives are formed by using the word jgtHm
more for comparative adjectives, and gggens8g most for superla-

tive adjectives.

Dem. Com. Sup.

©oEo 71960m oo yggmedy oo
big, large bigger, larger biggest, largest
dogatho 1960m Jogoms  yggmodyg Jsgams
small (in size or age) smaller smallest

w@ydsdo 1360m @sds8o  yggemsdyg wsdsdo
beautiful more beautiful ~ most beautiful
dbgee 3Gm dbgemo  yggeesdy dbgeze
difficult more difficult most difficult
sRgowo IPOM Smgomo  yzgensdy swgoeo

easy

easier

easiest
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=

¢ Irregular forms
A few adjectives have both regular and irregular comparative
and superlative forms. These forms are mostly interchangeable,
although irregular forms are more frequently used in reference to
abstract concepts or in fixed phrases.

Dem. Com. Sup,

3530 OO gogo = 4392989 goigo =
7390mgLo Lagz9mglsem

good better best, outstanding

6330 IBO™ 30 = 4302989 Mo =
39a0 20g8gbe

many more most, the majority

6RO 98O (IR0 = 4392983 %o =
196gLo 439eedg gotgbo

bad worse worst

6MH° IBOM 3mgd = 43988y gmgd =
6o gegda 439298y 6 3e2gdo

little less least

9l gggemseByg joge JoGamgma asdgmos.
This is the best Georgian newspaper.

4392533 dggto Lgegbgo 93 33@mldg Lfsgeomols.
The greatest number of students is enrolled in this course (/it.:

study in this course).

Lgegbggdol 38589bo bofomo @adsMmszmdls gbdsbyMoc.
The majority of the students speaks Spanish.

The most common forms of comparison require the postposition -8y.
When two nouns or pronouns are being compared, the second noun
or pronoun should be in the dative case, dropping the dative case
marker 45 and adding the postposition -8g. The word 7jg6Gem more
may be omitted, since the postposition -89 indicates that two items
are being compared.



104 BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

Examples:

qls dabo ®3353als d0bsBy (3836m) goas.
1st noun compared to 2nd noun + -8g (more) adjective
this apartment Tamazi’s apartment (more) large is

This apartment is larger than Tamazi’s apartment.

abamaligMo gbs gMobgyemdy (7g6im) swgommos.
The English language is easier than French.

Jgoebe momody (gcHm) dsgowmos.

Ketino is taller than Lali.

d9b Bg98g 300 ™adstsgmd obamobiyMoce.
You speak English better than I (do).

Grgbogm 99687 dsmomos.
Rusiko is taller than you.

Exercises

I. Fill in the blanks with interrogatives: s, Gmgmio,
Gmgemo, Gmame. Look at the answers for clues, and
remember that the use of English and Georgian #ow does not
always coincide.

L. - 965L L sgemmdls Jgm0bm?
- gMabaamb.
2. - 39d@os JgMHm g93Gogmwa?
- gb 398mo.
3 - @333 3mdls bobem ngomoytoe?
- damosh joMasw.
4. - 3ol dgbo mmoba?
- ol stals Bgdo mamasbo.
5. - 3360 aobews, ﬁaaUQabﬁman?

- 3, mmbols Iyo.
6. - stols obgemolnMen g9dMagena?
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II. Fill in the blanks with the boldfaced comparative or
superlative adjectives.

1. omdowalio largest Jomodos
(city) bsgommggemo.

2. dgbo @b momady smaller
sthols, 36157

3. cogb sdabeo (weather) worse
S6habs.

4. 33960 30ls the most beautiful
Jowmagdos Lab-gmabioligm.

5. ob doemo outstanding gJodos
(doctor).

6. hgdo dds> 0939308y tall.
qb shortest a8s55 (road).

8. 33 gfomoe owmm Jsdogmea 36 dobws,

less 3m3g30.
9. gb godmo cheaper.
10. gbs the best s gmenss.

III. Fill in the blanks with words from the dialogue in this lesson:

1. momo:  gggob, ogom?

2. dggobo: yggemoggMa: Jomado, s
dmbgbggemo,

3. momo: 36 gobes?

4. gggobo: a6, 39 bl oM

5. momo: bah?

6. gggabo: oMo, Jomadl s 3309,
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Renting an apartment
d0bols csjoMoggos
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dobols ofotoggds

@53580 @5 Jggobo 0e3sBol Bgamdmoals, Hbyrsbols 3oMBg

53937bgdgb.

Mglgesbo:
®938580a:

Glgesbo:

dagobo:

besbo:
;133\160:
lgesbo:
Ja30ba:
Mgbgesbo:
d93060:
Mbgesba:
dagobo:

Hbyesba:

Jggobo:
Grglgesbo:
dagobo:
Grbgesba:

Jgg0boa:
Gbgesba:

05358, 39657 asdotixmds.

a333mxmds, Ggbogm. gsoisbo, gb sGols hgdo
dgamdato, Jggobo.

8085MxMd3m. d305b Lalnsdmgbms.
3mdMdabrom. mgggh acbosm d0bs ejotomm,
aMs?

3615, ImBagoem 33065l Bgdo Fgamdsto, gdaemo
33bggMo Bsdmeal 5dgMazocsh ©s dabsl dobmgols
gJotomd.

aslogqgdos. Mdwegbo bbom aobrsm ojoGomm?
9600 fmoom.

oo d0bs aobosm?

363, bmmme gHommsbosbo dobs.

Bgde dabs Lfmhge ghmmmsbosbos.

M5drgbo 0dbgds mgogfo aswsbsbowa?
SbmMmImessmo @meso.

dsemoob JoMgo. sdgeeb gMoblidm@ge oMgse
eseols?

do0ob JoMasr. Igam “rgemolo”™ Jofgsdom
Lobenals {ob stobs. oggg Byhwgds sggmdgligde ©s
853 a39%0. goJlols aaBgMgda sbamms.

aologgdos. JoMggmo mgol JoMs eyl acbosm?
3oMao0 o0gbgds.

emms@gddo acbrsm oy @omydde?

ory ogggbmgols Lgemgmos, emmstgddo.

39, 33gmbm. s0 SLmEBMEIsMO BMEmSMo.

adoemmdo. S0, asldsmgda. isddsdsmabomgals dobs
3o 0gbgdo.
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Renting an apartment

Tamazi and Kevin are knocking at the door of Tamazi’s friend,
Rusudani’s (apartment).

Rusudani:
Tamazi:

Rusudani:

Kevin:

Rusudani:
Kevin:
Rusudani:
Kevin:
Rusudani:
Kevin:
Rusudani:
Kevin:

Rusudani:

Kevin:
Rusudani:
Kevin:
Rusudani:
Kevin:
Rusudani:

Tamaz, is that you? Hi.

Hi, Rusiko. Let me introduce to you, this is my friend,
Kevin.

Hello. Nice to meet you. Please come in. You want to
rent the apartment, right?

No. Next week my friend Emily Hunter is arriving from
America, and I want to rent an apartment for her.

I see. For how long do you want to rent the apartment?
For a year.

Do you want a large apartment?

No, just a one-room apartment.

My apartment is exactly one room.

What will the monthly payment be?

A hundred and fifty dollars.

Very good. Is there good public transportation from here?

(It’s) very good. The subway (station) Delisi is right in
front of the house. Buses and mini-buses stop right here.
The taxi stand is also close by.

I see. Do you want the first month’s rent today?
That would be nice.

Would you like (the payment) in dollars or in lari?
Ifit’s OK with you, in dollars.

Sure. Here are 150 dollars.

Thank you. Here is the key. By Tuesday the apartment
will be ready.
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Jagoba: Imdagseda 33060l gdacmo 7339 of ofbgds.
Jg0damgos?

Aglbgesbo: MobsggoMggenos.

Jagobo: oo Joemmds. babgsdeob.

Alggsbo: babgsdmols.
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Kevin: Next week Emily will be here. OK?

Rusudani: Of course.
Kevin: Thank you very much. Good-bye.
Rusudani: Good-bye.
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Vocabulary

©odofaggds [dakiraveba] renting, to rent

1bw@o pres. [unda] (s/he) wants

76 odothomb opf. [unda ikiraos] wants to rent

39amdGab(o)mgols [megobristvis] for a friend

o0 [k’ari] door

5393769096 pres. [ak’ak’uneben] (they) knock, are
knocking (at)

996 (3gb+o) [shena] is that you?

aobesm ojotomm opt.  [gindat ikiraot] (you) want, wish
to rent

dmBagoema [momavali] next, coming

dmBagom 3306l [momaval k’virags]  next Sunday

hadmeoals pres. [chamodis] arrives, is arriving

dabongols [mistvis] for him/her

asloggdas [gasagebia] I see (fit.: it is clear)

Modagbo bboo instr [ramdeni xnit] for how long

900 Yoo instr. [erti ts’lit] for one year

dbmeoe [mxolod] only

ghmmmasbosbo [ertotaxiani] one-room
(apartment)

g6 o (0 Hmeasb(o)tesbo

LYoy [sts’ored] precisely, exactly

ogbgds fur. [ikneba] (s/he, it) will be

@300 [tviuri] monthly

aosbsbawea [gadasaxadi)] payment, fee

b Bmessmo [asormotsdaati] hundred and fifty

M@ [dolari] dollar

ddgesb [akedan] from here

8MabbImM go [t’ransp’ort’i] transportation
(cars, buses, etc.)

corol pres. [dadis] (s/he) walks, walks

around
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398mm [met’ro] subway
JoMesdo [p’irdap’ir] straight
Fob [ts’in] in front of
3d39 [akve] right here
hgmegds pres. [cherdeba] stops, is stopping
338md7Lgd0 pl. [avt’obusebi] buses
338md7bo sing. [avt’obusi] bus
&oglo [t’aksi] taxi
@oJuols gen. [t’aksis]
a3BgMgds [gachereba] (bus) stop
adshggds [gacherebats] (bus) stop too
Jofggmo [p’irveli] first
”39 [tve] month
mgol gen. [tvis]
Jotro [kira] rent (payment)
ogggbogols [tkventvis] for you
asboagdo [gasaghebi] key
Laddadsmols(s)mgols [samghabatis(a)tvis] by Tuesday
agdbgde fut. [ikneba] (s/he) will be
3l 3g0Mz9mos [rasak’virvelia] of course
doemmds [madloba] thank
oo Joeemds [didi madloba] thank you very
much

Idiematic Expressions and Culture Notes

® Gabogm Rusiko is a diminutive of the name Gylgesbo Rusu-
dani. Diminutives are used like nicknames; Tamazi addresses
Rusudani in this way because he is her friend.

* asogsbo means literally get acquainted. This is a standard for-
mula of introduction. In formal situations, the more polite plural
form gsegsbom is used.
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° gmmmsbosbo 30bs is a studio apartment. From the Soviet era
on, apartments have been described not by the number of bed-
rooms, but by the total number of rooms. mGmmsbosbo dabs is a
two-room apartment.

* Egmolio Delisi is a subway station in Thilisi, at a place which
was formerly a small village of that name near the city.

¢ 35653Gpggde [marshrut’k’ebi] mini-buses is a plural form of
3563 p 3o [marshrut’k’a] mini-bus. It is actually a Russian
word for mini-buses, and is widely used in spoken Georgian. Like
regular buses, they run along a fixed route but are faster and make
fewer stops. The fare is higher, but many people prefer to take a
marshrutka if they are in a hurry and cannot afford a taxi.

* mmsmxd8o aobose you want (it) in dollars; in Georgia, the
only accepted currency is /ari. However, in some private business
deals, especially when renting or selling an apartment, foreign cur-
rency is also accepted and indeed is often preferred.

* Lmgtmos means all the same, doesn 't make any difference; oy
mdggbogols byemg@mos means if it’s OK with you (lit.: if it is the
same for you).

Grammar

I. Genitive case

The genitive case of Georgian nouns conveys the same possessive
relationship as the English preposition of or s: time of day, taste of
honey, day s work, my friend’s sister. The ending of the genitive case
is -ols or s, depending on the final vowel of the nouns in the nomina-
tive case.

o ) - -o
nom. ULsbm-o 3009 by d98m
gen. Lobm-ol 3od-obs b-ols dggcmls
house dress tree  subway
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¢ The word order for nouns in genitive case constructions is similar
to the English only when % is used. While in English both of and
5 can sometimes be omitted, in Georgian the genitive case must
always be used.

Lobenols aolsmgdo  a house key (Jit.: key of a house)
3900l Lsbgenm sleeve of a dress

bols 3otho wooden door (/it.: door of a tree)
398®ml Lbseayto subway station

Syncope (collapsible vowels). Some but not all nouns lose the
vowels -», -, -m in the genitive case if these vowels are followed by
-, 3, 6, ® at the end of the word. There is no precise rule as to
which nouns should be syncopated. If you are not sure just ignore the
syncopation rule; you will gradually get the hang of it.

Syncopation
Nom. Gen. Translation

dgamd-st-o dgamdm-ol  of a friend
398md-gm-o0 3g8mdem-oll  of a neighbor

Voo F-ol of a year
Ly3-mb-o L536-ols soap

Postposition -mgols for is added to nouns with the genitive case.

noun noun + gen. -obs +-mgols translation
dgamdato  3gamdm-ol-mgals for a friend
Bg30 dgoemo  Bgdo dgom-ob-mgols for my child
dobo @ dobo @-ol-mgols for his/her sister

o [f added to a noun designating time, -mgols should be translated as
either for or by.

time noun noun + gen. -ols + -mgols translation

3306 3396 -ol-mgols by (for) Sunday
bgowm bgom-oli-mgols by (for) tomorrow
mo bdsmo  mo Lyso-ol-mgols by (for) two o’clock
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e In order to facilitate pronunciation, sometimes (especially in
spoken forms) the euphonic -s is inserted before the postposi-
tion -mgols. For example: 3gamdmobsmgols, Laddsdsmobsmgols,
bgsmobismgab, etc.

Personal names with -mgols for. Personal names that do not lose
their final -o have the same ending 4s both in the genitive and dative/
accusative cases. (See Borrowed Nouns and Personal Names in Geor-
gian, page 27.)

Nom. Gen./Dat. Post. -ogols (for) Translation
053380 3858-0L  ®s888-0L-mgol  for Tamazi
bab-s 6obo-b bsbo-bi-mgols for Nana
9693y 96939 gtggem-g-b-mgol  for Erekle
doth-m dom-m-b dsmm-L-mgols for Maro
6767 6369 b7673--mg0b for Nunu

Pronouns with -mgols for. Unlike English usage, the postposition
should be used not with personal pronouns (me, you, us, etc.), but
with possessive pronouns (my, your, ours, etc.) without the ending -o.

Possessive Pronouns with -mgols (for)

Singular Plural

hgd-w  hHgd-mgzol fggbo hggb-mgals
my for me our for us

dgb-o  dgb-mgol ogggbo mgggb-mgols
your for you your foryou
dob-o  Bob-mgols dso0  Jom-mgols

his/her for him/her their for them

Interrogative pronoun golso whose can also have the postposition
-mgols for and thus becomes gols-mgols for whom.

gobogols 539090 33 bogodymL?
For whom are you making this khachapuri?

gobmgols Jomomd 59 dabals?
For whom are you renting this apartment?
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gobmgols seols gl hso?
For whom is this tea?

II1. Instrumental case

Instrumental case endings are -o» or -mo depending on the final
vowel. Notice in the chart below that the final vowels - and -3 are
not dropped before the instrumental case ending.

- - - -o -
nom. gqb-0 3o0- b-g dgg6-m 33
instru. ggbom 33d-0m bom JggHm-me 33-oo

foot dress tree  subway turtle

e Nouns in the instrumental case may have a variety of grammatical
functions. Most often they indicate the instrument with which an
action is performed.

25856 do sg3amdabom Jowabath?
Do you go to the market by bus?

58 sbom Ml gito.
With this knife I cut bread.

35856 do ggbom dogobsm?
Are you going to the market on foot?

Syncope (the loss of the vowels -s, -, -m) occurs in the instrumental
case in the same way as in the genitive. Like in the genitive, the qual-
ifiers—adjectives, numerals, pronouns—that modify nouns in the
instrumental case do not drop their final -o.

Syncopation
Nom. Case Instrumental Case Translation

Voogmo gobgd-sé-o  fomgmo gobdm-om  with a red pencil
39Ma0 Loj-mb-o 396 a0 ba3b-om with good soap
900 §-gm@-o 9600 Jw-om for one year
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a0 dogo gabdom bagogl. (gobg-9-6a)
Gia paints with a black pencil.

bgemgdo 53 Ladbam @dadsby. (Lad-m-bo)
Wash your hands with this soap.

e When used in the instrumental case, nouns designating time indi-
cate the intended duration of an action.

@mbembdo gBHme fmom dogrogsm.
1 am going to London for a year.

9L Voabo mMo ceom dobey.
1 want this book for two days.

Remember that it is not a serious grammatical mistake to ignore syn-
copation rules when nouns are in the singular form. However, it is
desirable to memorize gradually which nouns get syncopated. This
rule is more strictly applied when these nouns are in the plural.

II1. Plural forms of nouns

The plural form of nouns has the ending -gde.

noun

ending -o - - -© -3

sing. 3o5-0 00b6-5 by amam 67
man apartment  tree girl creek

pl. Jo39d%0 dab-gde bg9%0 amam-9%0 7-9%0
men apartments trees girls creeks

Nouns that have syncopation in the genitive, instrumental, and adver-
bial cases have the plural marker %0 added to their syncopated stems.

Singular Plural Translation

dgamd-d-Mo  dgamdé-qda  friends
V9o Y2900 years
23bd-o-0  gobdm-9d0  pencils
398md-g-emo  8g8mden-9d0  neighbors
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Exercises

I

Use the words given in parentheses to translate the English
phrases below. Syncopating vowels are in boldface and
underlined.

woman’s dress (Joco, 36d5)

a friend’s letter (3gamdstoa, §gMowmo)

the key of an apartment (50bs, golisxgdo)

Gia’s house (305, babmo)

. Nunu’s friend (6767, 85amdastho)

aneighbor’s cat (398mdgmo, jogs)

Translate the words in parentheses into Georgian to complete
the sentences.

qls (for me) bemgMaas.

It does not matter to me.

gbs (for him/her) byemgFmo o6
Sthols.

This is not OK with him/her.

(For you) dadsmo 3390m3b0s?

Is Saturday better for you (sing.)?
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4. (Forus) 9L 836gobs doemash
dgotas.
For us this car is too expensive.

5. (For them) gL sbaemo 5ddsgos.
This is news for them.

6. (Foryou) ¥ atowmos.
There is a letter for you (pl.).

B.

1. gb 3sds (for Manana) 3oMa0
o4bgds.
This dress will be nice for Manana.

2. 58 dobsls (for Emily) JoHromd?
Are you renting this apartment for Emily?

3. (For tomorrow) 33360 Lagddg
dsg3b.

I have a lot to do for tomorrow.

4. gb Labydeto (for my sister)

304oR)-
I bought this gift for my sister.
C.
1. (For whom) 3390190 4dgols?

For whom are you making coffee?

2. (For whom) aobws gb Yoegba?
For whom do you want this book?
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=
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Put the words in parentheses in the instrumental case.

996 4boggMloggedo (B5bgsbs)
docobamh?
Do you go to the University by car?

39 gmggeomgols (Bogo owm-s-do)
a¥o®-
I always write with a black pen.

053380 Rools (Bog-o-6-0) Ligadl.
Tamazi drinks tea with sugar.
396mdo Bmame [ogoegm, (3Hm) ory
(83gba)

9

How should we go to the movie (theater), by the subway or taxi?
Put the nouns below into the plural. Syncopating vowels are
printed in boldface and underlined.

Joemo
Lshgdstio

398mdgmo
3099
Liogdy

39

&M3™m
3owsdo

Labgemo

. 359886-0

Y 96 semo
dodo
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Voabgools 3ss305d0
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ﬁoﬁﬁabo\i 352380500

Jggobo:

393gorggeze:

;j33060:

393gorggezo:

Jagoboa:

8odyorggwo:

j33nﬁo:

addyorggmo:

dagobo:

3o3yogggeo:

dagobo:

338gorgymo:

Jagobo:

333gogggwe:

Jagobo:

393goeggezo:

J9g0bo:

dmeado, Jomdsgmbm, Jomyem-0bgmobigto
w@gdbogmbo bmd 365 asdgm?

Goam@ 365, @gdlogmbgdo 59 maMmBgs.

s0, 83sdo mMogy w@gdlogmbas: abamoliym-
Jotogmo ©s Jehorgm-obamoliyto.
33b3969m, oy Fgodmgds. 3g Limeige Sgma
@gdbogmbo dabws.

Jorgg Modg bmd o6 abgdogm?

©odh, Jo@orgmo bombyMo LodxngMgdels bogo
dobes, o godgo.

Moo 3300390, JmIsggeoliggdo 0d
m3mgddge. Jodmgmo bambymo Lodwgmgdo
39360 agodsl: “Galmsge,” “gfollombo,”
“30%9%0.” md39b Mmdgmo abgdegm?

Lodoggl sgomgd. M wamdb?

“gobomba” s “Glmage” momm bymo Mo
2o6l, “dogqgdo” Lsdo oMo ©d MEIMEssMo

oqofio.

358emgg ambsdgommols Logo bmd ss addgmn?

Lodf gbstime asyomgmos. ogom, 3935 sbenmls
3oegg oMol Foabgdol domsdas. of azombym,
2890 >Jzo-

bae ool ols ocsdos?

sggeab bymdstixgbog, 23 Jyhols dmemmdo.
oo Jor@mmds. gmo o brs gorsgoboem?
©odb, M3EI(3edge0 @I s MMmIMEEIST
ogoto.

20, mGdmzo @aMa. Ladfgbofime byMes sMo
dodsL.

365 13s3l. 0, 9dglo oMo ©s MmBImrssmo

0gmto.

adseemdm. babgsdweols.
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At the bookstore

Kevin:

Salesperson:

Kevin:

Salesperson:

Kevin:

Salesperson:

Kevin:

Salesperson:

Kevin:

Salesperson:

Kevin:

Salesperson:

Kevin:

Salesperson:

Kevin:

Salesperson:

Kevin:

Excuse me, Madam, do you have a Georgian-English
dictionary?

Of course. Dictionaries are on this shelf. In this one
here, there are both dictionaries: English-Georgian and
Georgian-English.

Let me have a look, please. I want exactly this kind of
a dictionary.

Is there anything else you would like?

Yes, I want some Georgian folk songs, if you have any.

Of course. Compact disks are here, on these shelves.
‘We have a variety of Georgian folk songs: Rustavi,
Erisioni, Boys. Which one would you like?

I’11 take all three. How much do they cost?

Erisioni and Rustavi both cost five lari, Boys three lari
and fifty tetri.

Do you have a CD of Hamlet Gonashvili by any chance?

Unfortunately, it’s sold out. There is another bookstore
nearby. You could ask there, they may have (it).

Where is that bookstore?

Just to the right from here, at the end of this street.
Thank you very much. Should T pay here?

Yes, thirty-three lari and fifty tetri.

Here’s forty lari. Unfortunately, I don’t have (any)
small change.

It’s OK. Here’s six lari and fifty tetri.

Thank you. Good-bye,
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Yoabo
Voabgde pl.
@gdloimbo

$35do (53+ euphonic s+do)

M0om
3shggbgm aor./imp.
sbgome

d°R33

a0y
bombya adj.
Lodmgto
bodwmgigdo pl.
Lbgomabbgs
MHmIgmo
Loadogg
bsdoggls dat.
sgo0@ad fut.
Lod§gbomm
Lady pbotime

BOYoRYR0

ogoobgm pl. & aor/imp.

9890
9go:6
domxgbog
dse3bbog
7bes gowmsgobacm opt.
MERI(Ho
byfes

BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

[ts’igni]
[ts’ignebi]

[leksik’oni]

[amaghi]

[tito]
[machvenet]
[aseti]
[k*idev]

[rame]
[xalxuri]
[simghera]
[simgherebi]
[sxvadasxva]
[romeli]
[samive]
[samives]
[avigheb]
[samts uxaro]
[samts’uxarod]
[gaq’iduli]
[ik’itxet]
[egeb]
[akedan]
[marjvniv]
[martsxniv]

[unda gadavixado]

[otsdatsamet’i]

[xurda]

book

dictionary
for this,
in this one
each
show me

this kind, like this
more, one more,

another
something
folk

song

variety
which one
all three

I will take
unfortunate
unfortunately
sold out
(you) ask
‘may be
from here
to the right
to the left
(D should pay
thirty-three
small change
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Idiomatic Expressions and Culture Notes

* Hmamt s@s literally means why not. It could also mean of course,
especially in response to questions with the negative particle s
Or 3639.

¢ abgdsgom is a polite form of you wish.

¢ JoGogmo bombrade Lodmgegdo Georgian folk songs are
famous for their polyphonic complex structure. Music lovers
all over the world admire this unique art for its rich sound
orchestration.

e oo is a phonetic transliteration of the English abbreviation
for compact disc, CD. This is one of the many newly borrowed
words, especially in the fields of computer technology, banking,
marketing, and pop culture, that have inundated the languages of
the former Soviet Union, including Georgian.

* 3md3sggcoljgde is another newcomer to modern Georgian, the
plural form of 3md3dsgdgeoligo compact disc. -o is the nominative
ending.

* MHabmago, gMobombo, doggdo are popular singing groups whose
programs consist exclusively of Georgian folk songs.

* Js3mge ambsdgoeme Hamiet Gonashvili was a legendary singer
of Georgian folk songs in the 1970s and 1980s.

Grammar

L. Stating yes/no questions with bm3 36, bmd sés

In Georgian, questions requiring a yes or no answer are often asked
in the negative. The negative particles s or s6s in combination
with the auxiliary particle bm3 make the question sound more polite
or tentative. bmd o6 or bmd s6Gs are always placed right before
the verb.
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bmd itself does not have any meaning, but together with s& or
sts can be translated as by any chance; is it possible; could you;
may 1, etc.

996 b3 56> godgl hgdo egdboimbe?
Do you have my dictionary (by any chance)?

ambgado bmd 36 dogabs®?
Are you going to the post office (by any chance)?

6767 d0dmommgzsdo bmd o6 SEal?
(Can it be that) Nunu is in the library?

bmd 96 agom, MmIgmo Lysmos?
May I ask you what time it is?

Logotggo bmd sts asggl?
Do you have a cigarette?

II. Auxiliary particle 3o

3o is another frequently used and versatile auxiliary particle that
may have a variety of meanings.

o [t may function as the English one when it replaces a previously
used noun and its qualifiers. If jo is used, the verb that follows it
is usually omitted.

gL bozo bymo @oto oMb, gl go Lodo.
This CD costs five lari, this one (costs) three.

9l Bgdo egdliogmbos, obs 3o dgbo.
This is my dictionary, that one (is) yours.

gl gosls ggemggmbols bmdgMos, g go mowmob.
This is Gia’s phone number; that one (is) Lali’s.

® 3o may contrast or oppose two statements, situations, persons, etc.
In such cases, go may be translated as but, and, however, while.

39806 3RdQ 30ysge, kYL o JOMPOR Fom.
Yesterday I was not feeling well, but today I am fine.



Lesson Seven 129

a790b 33thgo 330beo oym, emgl 3o §g0dl.
Yesterday was fine weather, but today it’s raining.

bobm 3oMadm ™a3sMd Ml g@msbgmor, a0s 3o (Jeow.
Nino speaks French well, however Gia (speaks) it badly.

III. Cardinal and ordinal numbers

Cardinal numbers from one to ten were introduced in the chapter
“Useful Words & Expressions.” The rest of the numbers are built on
these basic numbers.
Below are the numbers from 11 to 20. They are constructed
according to the formula ten (and) one more, ten (and) two more, and
so on. The word 8ggo means more.

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

0ghmdggo
omMIggo
63980
omobdggo
abymdggo
o3d3b3980
fgordggo
ngMsdggo
3bMadgg0

("IGO

o + gfo(o) + Iggo

o + m(o) + Iggo

assimilation of m + b = 3 + 3gg0

o + mab + 3980

o + bym(e) + Iggo

o +943L(0) + 3gg0

assimilation of o + 3 = B + 93¢0

o + gts + 39g0; here g has shifted to g
(o) + gbes + 3gg0

Ordinal numbers are formed by dropping the final vowel and
adding the prefix 8- and the suffix - to cardinal numbers up to 20.
The only exception is first: Jofggema.

oo W N =

9

11
13
17

Cardinal numbers

900

mf-0

Ls83-0

M3~

gbe-s
0ghHmdgg-o
RCHLE
hgodggo

one
two

three
eight
nine
eleven
thirteen
seventeen

Ordinal numbers

JoMggmo first
3g9-m6h-y second
99-Lo3y third
89-g-9 eighth
89-3b6-9 ninth
39-09;dgg-9 eleventh
39399989 thirteenth

d9-fgoedgg-g  seventeenth
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19 3b&sdgge  nineteen 353bcodge—o  mineteenth
20 ogo twenty d9-m3-9 twentieth

Nouns after numbers are always in the singular form. Thus, we
have:

Correct *Incorrect
baymo mote five lari *b00 0900
soo mgmto 10 tetri Fomo ogomgdo

e The verb following the singular form of a noun is also in the sin-
gular. Note in the paired sentences below that the verbs in Geor-
gian (in boldface) are sometimes singular and sometimes plural,
even though the subjects (underlined) of these verbs are all plural.

Rgdo Lado dds dsm7ddo hmgGHmdls.
My three brothers live in Batumi.

figdo ddgdo do0yddo bmgGHmdgh.
My brothers live in Batumi.

23 33mLdg mgo Lgaegbgo Lsgemmals.
There are 20 students (studying) in this course.
Lgmegbggdo Jomaml bsgmmdgb.

The students study Georgian.

cegl soo _gyGobgo amcdo Jocols.
Today 10 tourists are going to Gori.

bgomm g3Mobggdo amcdo doosh.
Tomorrow tourists are going to Gori.

6obols o 338gzbggo 33960 39mas.
Nino’s two neighbors are Americans.

bobmls 398mdemgda 83gMaggmgdo 56osb.
Nino’s neighbors are Americans.

IV. Time of day

In contrast to English, which expresses the half hour with reference
to the preceding hour and by using the cardinal number (e.g., 1:30
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is one thirty or half past one), Georgian also uses cardinal numbers,
but expresses the time as thirty minutes of the coming hour, i.e. kalf
of two (i.e. halfway to the second hour). Notice below the difference
between the English and Georgian way of telling time:

Time Translation
2:30  bsBab babygotio half past two (/iz.: half of three)
7:30 gols bobggatio half past seven (/iz.: half of eight)

11:30 omc8gg0ls bobggomo  half past eleven (fiz.: half of twelve)

The only exception is half past twelve when the ordinal number
is used; instead of half of one, it is half of the first: 3otiggenols
Babggotos.

V. Weights and volumes

Although in Georgian the genitive case is used much more often
than in English, it is omitted when weight and volume are specified.
Nouns following the numbers, as always, are in the singular.

In the examples below we have ®dg milk, Bsa tea, Bsgsto sugar
instead of Gdols, Bsols, ageols (the genitive forms of these nouns):

9oma dmama Gdy a bottle of milk
oo gods Boo two cups of tea
Lado gmgdo Bogato three spoons of sugar
gfomo dods @gobm a glass of wine

m6o bsdgo bsdgbgama  two pieces of pastry

Exercises

L. Insertbmd s6 or bm3 sés in the proper place and translate
the questions below into English,

I ogo, 356565 Lo sGals?

2. 3383630 dogoboin?
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3. Jotorgmo bombamo Lodwggdo addzm?

4. o396 dabols sjooggdm?

5. ob gogo d9bo Ig8mdgeno stabs?

6. omabsls dds 53 8563da I7domdls?

II. Translate the following sentences into English, paying
attention to the various possible meanings of 3o.

1. 33 Jooggmo g6, Hgdo 39amdata go 335Moaggmos.

2. @smo abgmobyMoe JoMase @adsmozmdl, gmabajmee
Jo oo,

3. g9omo ghommmabash d0bsl JoMomdls, bobm 3o
mmmabosbls.

4. gb 3mddsggeobgo dgomos, ol 3o osgo.

III. Circle the correct form of the verbs in parentheses and
translate the sentences into English.

L Agdo oo Bgamdafio bgse ogamasdo (Bowals, dowasb).

2. o0bs ©s womo 93 3sms80sdo (7xdomdl, ddsmdgh).
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ab amambgde 03 Lobwmdo (Fbmgdmdl, bmghmdgh).

9L Ld3o dago doemosh JoMgoe (dwgmol, dmgMasb)
JoB o bombym Lodmgmgdl.

flgesbol Joemodgomo 8 Lzmemsdo (LFsgemmdl,
LY sgemmoagh).

dsds0ls mdoeolido bymo 839Mozgmo gdodo (Bsdmaoals,
hsdmeasb).

Read the numerals below and write down the corresponding
cardinal numbers.
Example: bs3o 3

™o 5. gbMadggo
bgowdggo 6. (3933980
ommnbdygo 7. mmGdgg0
mgPmdggo 8. mydglidgeo

Translate into English the ordinal numbers listed below.

dgmemm3gag 5. 3gmaby
Igangdabdgey 6. 3gbgoy
dgomy 7. 3gobymdgeg

dgdgowey 8. 3gmgMasdggg
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V. Write the following times in Georgian.
Tt is half past three.

It is half past one.

It is half past six.

It is half past twelve.

It is half past eight.

AN O

It is half past eleven.
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Jg306bL sbgomada sggl “Joorgen d63d0.”

Jagobo:

m3gisgmGio:

Jgg0boa:

m3gFsgmo:

Jagobo:

m3gfsgmeo:

Jggobo:

mdgMogmio:

ﬂ33050:
dmmathg:

Jagobo:
dmmasmy:

QOQO:
Jgs0bo:

S0

da30b0:
mao:

J930bo0:
@de0:

Jagobo:

QOQO:

2535 xMdSm.
4535 xmdom. Gom gdodmos gaqdbsbyGmm?
30be> gjmo asgogobm Bgdo 3bgoModowmsb.

39, 09gmbm. asdgm ds6zols dsGsmo @
JoMoemdols Imfdmds?

©0db. 50, 0bgdgm.

Modegbo abgdogm adogsbmm?

Ladobo ensta.

%0, mgggbo Jgomsmo. gaml LsmsGmdo Joomgdm.

adsemmdo.

Hmgme abgdogm gamo asogsbmm, mamgddo
0] eO@IMmydda?

watgddo.

3o, dogmbm. 0bgdgom.

9300, adsdstixmds!

mawo! as83Mxmds. dgbyy 53 dsbydo gadsl
3bad®oda?

365, mgo g3cm doggl ©d @sMmgddo Jabwrs
35353352 m.

a7dob ©s36939 odggbmeb ©d Lsbendo o6 oysga.

Bggbo ggemggmbe eMmgdam godmmorgmos. dgb
265 a0d3lb Bgdo Imdoenyols bemdgio?

36, 36 oggls.

d0, Bsofgtyg: Hgo-330w0-d30@0, mgHmdggo,
mEEsmAe, m@Edma.

gbmo Mol 839,907 o M addsl, dmwo, yogs
QIg0OMma.

Losdmgbgdom.
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At the bank

Kevin has an account at the Georgian Bank.

Kevin:
Bank teller:
Kevin:
Bank teller:

Kevin:
Bank teller:
Kevin:
Bank teller:

Kevin:
Cashier:

Kevin:
Cashier:
Lali:
Kevin:

Lali:

Kevin:
Lali:

Kevin:
Lali:

Kevin:

Lali:

Hello.

Hello. What can I do for you?

I would like to withdraw some money.

Yes, sir. Do you have a bank card and an ID?

Yes. Here you are.
How much do you want to withdraw?
Three hundred /ari.

Here is your receipt. You will get the money at the
cashier’s office.

Thank you.
What currency would you like, dollars or /ari?

Lari.
Yes, sir. Here you are.
Kevin, hello!

137

Lali, hello! Do you also have an account in this bank?

No, I have twenty Euros and want to change them to

lari.
1 called your place yesterday and nobody answered.

Our telephone is temporarily disconnected. Don’t you

have my cell phone number?
No, I don’t.

Here, write it down: eight-seven-seven, eleven, twenty-

two, forty.

What are you doing now? If you have time, let’s have

coffee.
With pleasure.
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VYocabulary

d9b30
sbastodo
m3gMogmeio

dobe> gdg0g96m opt.

2bgoMadoesb
daMsmo
Iofdmds
dgnmaﬁm

abgdagm pres. (pol. form)

Lomotm
doogdo fur.

aobrsm gsesogobmm opt.

obgdge (a pol. formula)

936

G0bos aorogigomm opt.

RdgMygy aor
odggbmsb

3t gab
dolgbmdes imperf.
eMHmgdom
asdmMomymo
3mdoaya
bmdgto

hoaf gty aor/imp.
yogo

igmome opt.

BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

[bank’i]
[angarishi]
[op’erat’ori]
[minda gavit’ano]
[angarighidan]
[barati]
[mots’moba]
[kvitari]
[gnebavt]
[salaro]
[miighebt]
[gindat gait’anot]

[inebet]
[evro]
[minda gadavtsvalo]
[davrek’e]
[tkventan]
[aravin]
[p’asuxobda]
[droebit]
[gamortuli]
[mobiluri]
[nomeri]
[chaits’ere]
[q’ava]
[davliot]

bank

account

bank teller

I'want to withdraw

from (my) account

card

document

receipt

do you wish

cashier’s office

you will receive

you wish to
withdraw

here you are

Euro

I want to exchange

I called

at your place

nobody

was answering

temporarily

disconnected

cell phone

number

write it down

coffee

(let’s) drink
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Idiomatic Expressions and Culture Notes

* Goo 8330dmos  gqgdlsbayGmoe literally means: with what
(how) can I serve you? It is a standard formula used to address a
customer.

® dsbgols dstsmo is a bank card that can be used to withdraw
money only from either your bank or from an ATM machine, a rel-
ative novelty in Georgia. So far, personal checks and credit cards
are not available, and all purchases are therefore made in cash.

* Josgmdols Bm{dmds are individual personal identity cards
issued to citizens of Georgia by the government. Since not
everyone owns a car and, therefore, not everyone has a driver’s
license, these ID cards are presented whenever proof of identity is
required.

* gl Joomgdm bomsGmBo you will get the money at the
cashier 5: In Georgian banks, the teller only verifies your ID and
fills out a withdrawal form; money is given out at the cashier’s.

* Gmamt abgdsgm gamo gsogsbmm how (i.e.: in what cur-
rency) do you want to take out your money? At several major
banks in Thilisi and other cities, you can withdraw money in the
currency of your choice: dollars, Euro or lari.

® 3obrs gomsgggoemm [ want fo exchange ... Money can be
exchanged either in a bank or at one of many currency exchange
booths that can be found in almost any supermarket or store.

® 3mdoeno is an abbreviated form of mdoryHo ggemggmbo cell
phone. They are as ubiquitous in Georgia as anywhere in the U.S.
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Grammar

I. Future and imperfect (narrative past) tenses of 1st
conjugation verbs

In order to form the future tense of 1st conjugation verbs, you should
add a preverb (verbal prefix) to the conjugated forms of the verb in
the present tense. There are a variety of different preverbs, and the
only way to know which preverb should be used with which verb is
to memorize them, as is the case in German or Russian. The person
markers for the future tense are the same as in the present tense.

To form the past (or imperfect) fense no preverb is required,
instead a different ending is added to the present-tense forms.

The following chart gives the present, future and imperfect (past)
forms of a 1st conjugation verb, s3gmgd you do, make.

1st conjugation verb
339mgd (you do, make)

Present Future Imperfect
Sing.
st 13y 3930090 (393230098 | 39300900
2nd 396 339090 85939090 53900-99-o
3rd (ol 339090 |a5-53gm-g-ls 3350-90-5
Pi.
st 1B396 35390900 |35-3-930090-® | 3933030 Ro-®
2nd  |\mdggh  93gmgd-m  |as-035m9d- 33901-90-Qo-o
3rd  obobo o39m-9d-96 [a9-5390-90-96 339090696

You can see in the chart above that the preverb for the fuzure tense
for s3gmgd you do, make is go- and that the person markers for the
present and future are the same.

The present/future stem formant (PFSF) First conjugation verbs
may have different endings in the present and future tenses such
as g4, -md, -5, -»8, -o. These are called the present/future stem
Jformant or PFSFE. The PFSF is present in all three tenses—present,
future, and imperfect. If you look at the conjugation table above
for sggmgd you do, make, you’ll see that the PFSF is -4 and it is
present in all three tenses.
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Some verbs have no PFSF; for example: {96 you write or 3
you eat. However, their conjugation patterns and person markers
follow those of the verb s3gmgd you do, matke.

Below is the present, future, and imperfect conjugations of the
verb batxsg you spend with PFSF -sg and preverb ms-. Notice
the similarity of person markers in the conjugations of bstxag you
spend and s 3gmgd you do, make (see previous chart):

1st conjugation verb
botxag (you spend)
Present Future Imperfect

Sing.
ist 139 g-batix-og ©ogbotix-sg [|gbofMx-vg-wo
2nd 396 botix g ©s- bafix-og botix-9g-wo
3rd | ol boix-ogd |ms- bofix-sgl | boMx-sg-ws
Pl
i1st  fggb g-box-9g-0 |ee-gbotix-sg-o |g3bofix-v3-wo-m
2nd 01396 botix-sg-m |ge- bafix-wgm | boshx-sg-ce-o
3rd  |oliobo boix-93-96 [mo- boix-9g96| bocx-93-cbgb

Verbs with multiple preverbs. Some verbs may have several pre-
verbs. Preverbs modify the meaning of verbs in a way similar to
some English prepositions. Thus, the English verb fo ger has different
meanings in the following examples: fo get in; get out; to get over
with.

Here are some examples of verbs with multiple preverbs:

89939990 (you) will do, make
d9-539m-90 (you) will repair
ases-d39m-90  (you) will change, remake, alter something

©5-2-90 (you) will put (down), place something

9390 (you) will put, place something into (a drawer,
oven, hole, etc.)

89@o-©-d (you) will put aside, postpone

as-obeo (you) will take off (coat, shoes)
8m-obro (you) will take off (head gear)
ades-obro (you) will pay (bills)
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As the examples' above indicate, some preverbs may function in a
way similar to postpositions indicating direction of the action (put
on, put in, etc.) but preverbs do not replace postpositions. In the sen-
tences below preverbs @s- and 8g- do not eliminate the necessity of
the postpositions -8g on or -8e into, to.

39 gl o8008y magregd ©s Mgl jo ds3030M8o Bg3090.
I will put the money on the table and the milk into the refrigerator.

Mbogm 93 Foes80sdo bdoMow dgeoals.
Rusiko often goes teo this store.

Function of the future tense. The future tense of Georgian verbs
has basically the same function as the English future tense, i.e., to
express action in future time. As in English, you can also express
action in the immediate future by using verbs in the present tense.

Pres.: dobols Jodsls Hmeols obeo?
When are you going to pay the rent?

Fut.: 00bob Jomols Hmeol gemsobro?
When will you pay the rent?

Pres.: bgom 35 bowom o6 gszgmgd.

I am not going to make dinner tomorrow.
Fut.: bgom 39 Lowoml 56 asgsjgmgd.

I will not make dinner tomorrow.

Function of the imperfect tense. The imperfect (narrative past)
tense designates actions in the past that occurred frequently, habitu-
ally, or for certain periods of time.

Fg80 ©gdo 53 Lymmasdo bffsgemmonbygh.
My sisters studied in this school. (for a period of time in the past)

85d0hgdo Lomgomgl o6 3856gds.
My father did not wear eyeglasses. (a habit)

d0bols Jotsl mgol dmemml gobmowe.
1 paid (my) rent at the end of the month. (an habitual action)
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e The imperfect may also convey the idea of continuous action that
was not completed, stressing the process of the action rather than
its result.

37306 dogezo rry FaMomgdl gfateo.
I was writing letters all day yesterday.

aolgem Bogbymb boe oliggbgdcoe?
Where were you vacationing last summer?

obobo 3 boel gMhmo §gwmo 339695bgb.
They were building this bridge for a year.

I1. Future and imperfect tenses of 3rd conjugation verbs

The conjugation pattern of 3rd conjugation verbs in the imperfect is
similar to that of 1st conjugation verbs.

The future tense, however, is different. Instead of a preverb, all
3rd conjugation verbs will have the vowel o- prefixed to the stem of
the verb. Also, the PFSF in the future tense will change: the PFSF of
these verbs (the majority of them have -md, and a few of them have
-0 or -4d) will be replaced with the ending 9.

3rd conjugation verb
madoMojmd (you speak)
Present Future Imperfect

Sing.
Ist |3 madoMog-md  [3-0-madoMmoz9d [g-md3ams J-md-go
2nd w5356 3-md 0-335M3 390 335675 j-md-o

3rd  jmodate3-mdls 0-33563 3905 | ©335M53-md-rs
Pl.

Ist  |3-m3386133-Mmb-0 [3-0-d39MS 3900 |33 J-Md-o-0
2nd 5356 3-Md-o 053505 3-90-m | 2533615 3-Md-©o-0
3rd  |ma3sMo3-md-9b6 0-0035M5 39096 @IS 3-Mmd-wbgb

¢ Two 3rd conjugation verbs, g-878s-md I work and g-Jos-md [
rent have stems ending in a vowel, and therefore the consonant
-g- is inserted before the ending -9 in the future tense to facilitate
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pronunciation.: With this exception, these verbs faithfully follow
the conjugation pattern of the 3rd conjugation.

3rd conjugation verbs ending in a vowel
Present Future

g-073s-md Iwork g-0-03dsg90 I will work
3-Jots-md Irent gojomsg9d Iwillrent

Note: You may refer to Appendix II for a more detailed explana-
tion of conjugation patterns and their use.

III. Future and imperfect tenses for the verb 7o be

In Georgian, as in almost every language, the verb 70 be (bs® you
are) is irregular, that is, it has different roots in every tense. The best
way to learn them is to memorize the forms in the three most fre-
quently used tenses: present, past, and future.

ba (you are)
Present Imperfect (Past) Future
Sing. Pl Sing. Pl. Sing. Pl

1st goth  gof-o g-ogdge g-oysgo-m  3-0dbgdo g-odbgdo-m
2nd bot  bsm-o  oysgo 04530-00 0dbgdo  ogbgdo—m
3rd sthal oMosb  oym 0yg-bgb 0gbgde  ogbgdo-sb

847906 Lo ogsgo?
Where were you yesterday?

0Md3mo ©d bsbs gsbgm 33069l hggbmsb oggbyb.
Irakli and Nana visited us (were at our place) last week.

L5ddodombs obobo 59 0d6g0056.
On Tuesday they will be here.

59 Lomsdmb Lsw o0fbgde?
Where will you be tonight?
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IV. Suffix -0s60 approximates the meaning of the preposition with.

It is added to nouns in the genitive case, but without the case
ending.

dsthom-0 BsMom-0sbo BsGomosbo yggmo salty cheese
(salt) (salt-with)  (cheese with salt)

dogdo-0  dogdm-osbo  Bsg@osbo yogs coffee with sugar
(sugar)  (sugar-with) (coffee with sugar)

JdMsd-o  3oMd-0sbo  goMagdosbo 37mo  bread with butter
(butter)  (butter-with) (bread with butter)

Jotr-0 Jot-05b0 Jocosbo 530bo  windy weather
(wind) (wind-with) (weather with wind)

dbod-0  Tbsd-osbo  FbsBosbe Lmgm poisonous mushroom
(poison) (poison-with) (mushroom with poison)

98- 38-00bo 3Bosbo oy sunny day
(sun) (sun-with)  (day with sun)

Exercises

I

Fill in the blanks with verbs in the required tenses: present,
future or imperfect. Verbs in parentheses are given in the second
person singular form of the future tense. Fill in the correct
form for the subject of the sentence. The number indicates the
conjugation group to which the verb belongs.

00958, a9dob Mol
(gyo-9-39090, 1st)?
Tamaz, what were you doing yesterday?

Lagdomggemmdo mto Fgmo
(o-gbmgmgo, 3rd).
I lived in Georgia for two years.
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3. ggmobm 7beggtiloggel Gmweols

(=3-53magmygd, 1st).
When will Ketino graduate (finish) the university?

4. Aggb T7o058y3y

(037535390, 3rd).
We were working till midnight.

5. sty gbogm bmil » gBEmd 3o o
(39399, 1st).
In the past, Rusiko ate meat, but now she does not eat (it).

6. msdMogm el JoMggem Lasmdy

(5-tg39g, 1st).
Tamriko will call at one o’clock today.

7. a3M3do @ aos gBmdo ggbdymals
(0-585890, 3rd).
Gurami and Gia are playing football in the yard.

8. @oo ro B8y oMo
obgmoligMor (0-madamaggd, 3rd).
Lia and Zaza speak English well.

9. 3sbsbsboob imeals
(mo-fg3og, 1st)?
When will you call Manana?

10. obobo mowmol 3goe Lssmdy

(0158399, 3rd).
They have breakfast at seven in the morning.

1. g8ommobmeb 0-0g0emls Bmealy

(ao-g8ogba, 1st)?
When will you send an e-mail to Emily?

12. afogmo 53 Logyggdl bdeMoe

(go-09gmegd, 1st).
Irakli often repeated these words.
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II. The verbs below are given in the second person singnlar
form. Conjugate them in the future and imperfect tenses
referring to the chart given in the Grammar section of this
lesson. The preverbs (in boldface) of the 1st conjugation verbs
are in parentheses.

The 1st conjugation Future Imperfect
(=5)53mogm-98 (you finish, graduate)
(5)-39Ma-5g (you lose)

(39)-3853b-0 (you close)

(@9)-359 (you eat)

The 3rd conjugation
boeom-md (you dine)
b336-md (you joke)

g0g-md (you think)
®5353-md (you play)

II. Fill in the blanks with appropriate forms of the verb 7o be.

L Bggb mgggbmab Gigol bobggamdy
We’ll be at your place at half past seven.

2. d9b bgom womom Lo bobedo o)
bgmesdo?
Where will you be tomorrow morning, at home or in school?

3. ajdob Bggb 306mdo ©d
Laobggfgbm gowmdo gbsbgo.
Yesterday we were at the movie and saw an interesting film.

4. a73dob 6o rwmy 3omab 3gg0 oy
dddsm0?
‘What day was yesterday, Friday or Saturday?

5. Omdsgom 3goMsl Jgomabm 7339 mdoemelide

Next week Ketino will be.already in Thilisi.
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6. md396 1339 9908msb?
Have you seen the doctor already? (J/it.: Have you been at the
doctor’s?)

7. oo Ldomodey Labwdo , 3969

3563do Bogwage.
I’1l be at home till ten, afer that I"11 go to the bank.

8. a7380b Jomsbzggo , gl Fodomos.
Yesterday was Friday, today is Saturday.

IV. Add the suffix -osbo to the words in parentheses and put
them in the blanks.

L Yool Gmgméo dogbymos!
(¥ 303s, rain)
‘What a rainy summer (we have) this year!

2. gb mobogmls Voaboos.
(LG smgda, pictures)
This is Tiniko’s picture book.

(9

a7d0b sdobro aym.
(o0, wind)
It was a windy day yesterday.

4. U9b o6 aoygocls Boo?
(e208mbo, lemon)
Don’t you like tea with lemon?

5. gb bydo dosemosh Stols.
(3>r0cm0, salt)
This soup is very salty.

6. 5 wsdsdo @59gs!
(Bmgstrg, moon)
What a beautiful moonlit night!
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398969009
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353989000

193060 ©3 momo 3ogge9Mosdo SMosb.

obo:  0q 880s. 396 6 ados? Amwo g3SImm. 7339 Mol
23 J J 3 ]o 3 34333
bobggsmos.

woma: g Fdos. bogadMo o yogo sgemmor.
dggobo:  bodsdpml ws bamsals g3 dgowgd. bigdo 56 aobrs?

@imo: 3, bgdo S Gobos.

398060:  yogobmab badbgeca?

mowo:  Jobws, JoaMo0 rogesdy go6.

Jggobo: 3967 c0ggsdy? 83b ©oggs o6 aFohgds.

@omo: 396 sby gojMmd?

dggobo: e dgbgdamo gom.

@omo:  3dMan, 96Om bsdgm bsdibgemlsg sgomgd. sgoamo
96m0 dmowo gogo Bsa?

Jggabo:  lsorgme. gb goge Bso modmbsmdy yzgogbos.

dmmamy: gl mfo gehmoe?

Jagobo:  w©ash, gHmsr. Madegbos?

dmmofyg: omMIggo mafa ©d Lsdmrssmo mgmoa.

J9gobo:  momo, s0, gabxsMmalmsb mogoliggsme Bogomas.

@maea: (o agdtogmo badodyMas!

Jagobo:  yogo Bmamtos?

@omo:  Yzgeoggia ddmash a9dMogmos. owo Jsgmmds,
J5306. Lbgsms ImBols, ImTsgocm 35063l msdadals

©sdswrgdol wegs. dgb ©s gdomols aoblmgm, s6d?
Jggobo: b 3goggemos, agsbbmgls, glsmgme dmgsma.
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In the cafeteria

Kevin and Lali are in a cafeteria.

Kevin:

Lali:
Kevin:

Lali:
Kevin:
Lali:
Kevin:
Lali:
Kevin:
Lali:

Kevin:

Cashier:

Kevin:

Cashier:

Kevin:
Lali:
Kevin:
Lali:

Kevin:

I am hungry. Aren’t you hungry? Let’s eat. It’s already half
past one.

I am hungry too. Let’s have khachapuri and coffee.

I’11 also have (take) khachapuri and salad. Don’t you
want soup?

No, I don’t.

(How about) a cake with (your) coffee?
I"d love to, but I'm on a diet.

You? On a diet? You don’t need a diet.
You think so?

I am sure (of it).

OK, I’ll have a piece of cake too. Shall we have a bottle of
iced tea?

By all means. This iced tea is better than lemonade.
These two together?

Yes, together. How much is it?

Twelve lari and seventy tetri.

Lali, over there, there’s a free table at the window.
What delicious khachapuri!

How’s the coffee?

Everything is delicious. Thank you, Kevin. By the
way, next Sunday is Tamazi’s birthday. You and Emily
remember (that), don’t you?

Of course, we remember. We’ll be sure to come over.
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Vocabulary

393969600
3930 pres.

(Bmeo) 3358mom opt.

bsemamo
sgoegd fit.

bgdo
bsdzbgoto
RQ0JH?
adoteydy pres.
olig

godmd pres.
st §a7bgdeze
boggto

dmoena

(3080
wodmbsma
33bxsHobmsb

mogabgomo
dogowes
43029g9M0
dmdogoem 3g0M0b

RddoRYdel rey
asbbmgls pres.

BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

[k’apet’eria]
[mshia]

[modi vch’amot]
[salati]
[avigheb]

[sup’i]
[namtsxvari]
[diet’a]
[gch’irdeba]
[ase]
[pikrob]
[darts’munebuli]
[nach’eri]
[botli]

[tsivi]
[limonati]
[panjarastan]

[tavisupali]

[magida]
[q’velaperi]

cafeteria

I am hungry

let’s eat

salad

1 will take (in the sense of
have, order)

soup

pastry

diet

(you) need

so, this way, this manner

(you) think

sure, convinced

piece

bottle

cold

lemonade

near window, at the
window

free, vacant, unoccupied

table

everything

[momaval k’viras] next week

[dabadebis dghe]
[gaxsovs]

birthday
(you) remember

Idiomatic Expressions and Culture Notes

. 35-336360.5 is a type of self-service eatery that is gradually
gaining popularity, especially among the young, while older people
frequent traditional restaurants. No wine is served in cafeterias.
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8ol 33068l may mean last week or last Sunday. The exact
meaning is usually indicated by the context. Similarly, 8m8sgsen
38063l could be next week or next Sunday.

gogo Boo literally, cold tea, is a Georgian variety of iced tea. It is
produced and sold in bottles like lemonade. You can find delicious
cold tea of various flavors in any food store.

bbgoms dmeols means by the way.

©odorgdols emy birthday: Surprise birthday parties are unfamiliar
to Georgians. Usually the person celebrating his or her birthday
invites his/her friends and relatives. The guests are expected to
bring small gifts: flowers, a book, a bottle of wine, a little trinket
of some kind. Not to bring anything is a forgivable sin.

Grammar

L. Negative particles & and g9

There are two types of negation in Georgian: s and gg6.

86 is used in two cases:

First of all, it is used in simple statements referring to things not
done habitually or commonly: Gia does not work at this bank or
Alice does not live here any more. 56 is also used to express an
obvious or well known fact. For example: Lions do not live in the
North Pole and Sea water is not drinkable would mean, simply,
that this is “the way things are.”

Secondly, 6 is used when a statement refers to an intentional
decision not to do something. The sentence Today I am not going
to the office would imply that I have decided not to go to the
office today (I have other urgent things to attend to; 1 am meeting
someone at the airport, etc.).

396 always means that some externmal factor prevents the subject
from doing something. It does not refer to a deliberate refusal to do
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something. ‘Using gg6 in the statement I am not going (= cannot go)
to the office today implies there is an obstacle preventing me from
going there (I am not well; my car broke down, etc.).

A.

9y JoMogmor 96 gmadamsjmd. I don’t speak Georgian.

(A simple statement that I don 't know the language, I've never
studied it.)

39 PPoogmoe gge gmodstogmd. I cannot speak Georgian.

(39% implies I may know a little Georgian, but not well enough to
speak. My poor knowledge is an external factor preventing me
from speaking,)

B.

eegl bscomal 36 3539mgd. I am not making dinner today.

(1 could make it if I wanted to, but I don t intend to because I've been
invited out to a restaurant.)

eegl Ldcoml ggé 3o39m90. [ can’t make dinner today.
(There is an external obstacle—I don t have the time, or the
ingredients—rendering me incapable of doing the task.)

II. 4th conjugation verbs

About three dozen Georgian verbs have a conjugation pattern that
identifies them as verbs of the 4th conjugation (see Appendix II and
IIT). The majority of them denote feelings, sensations, or states of
mind:

906 [ want 8oyggsmls I love
8305 I am hungry 3sblsmgls I remember
dobstos Iam glad  3930demos Ican

The person markers of this conjugation differ from those of all other
groups, the 1st, 2nd or 3rd conjugations. Therefore, we will use the
1st person singular present as a base form for these verbs.

There are basically two conjugation patterns of 4th conjugation
verbs. They are illustrated by the two charts below, the first one for
the verbs dsggls 7 have (referring to something inanimate) and 3gsgls
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I have (referring to something animate); and the second for the verbs
806 / want and Bobseas I am glad.

4th conjugation verbs
3sgdgl (I have s.th. inanimate) dysgl (I have s.th. animate)
Sing. Pl. Sing. Pl

ist 3y 8-5g3ls Bg96 a3->43L 3-yogls 83-yogl

2nd b  aogdgb  odzsd avdze aysst  aysgo

3rd 3l o-dgb dom sqg-» *@)yogl  *@-)yoz-o

*The 3rd person marker 3- is in parentheses because it is routinely dropped in the
spoken language.

4th conjugation verbs
8obgs (I want) dobosmos (I'm glad)
Sing. PIl. Sing. Pl

1st 39 Bo-bos hHzgb  ago-bws  Jo-boMos ggo-botos
2nd Jgb gobos ofggb gobrs-m gobotos gobstos-m
3rd 3sb 3-beo dom Jbws-m 7boc0s  PboMos-m

Notice that in both of these charts the 3rd person pronouns (/e/
she and they) are not in the nominative case but in the dative;
instead of ols there is @sls and instead of obobo we have dsm. This
“anomaly” is the distinguishing feature of all the 4th conjugation
verbs.

Therefore, as the examples below clarify, the subject-object rela-
tion of these verbs differs from that of all other conjugations; the sub-
Ject (noun, pronoun, or personal name) is always in the dative, while
the direct object (noun, pronoun or personal name) is in the nomina-
tive case. However, in practical terms, this rule is relevant only when
the subject is in the third person, both in singular and plural forms.
First and second person pronouns 8g, 896, Bggb, and mgggb have
the same form both in the nominative and dative case and therefore,
they do not change.

Pay attention to the case of the subjects and objects in the sen-
tences below:

Jagebl (subj./dat.) 9bes Bgbo ggemggmbols 6mdgGo (dir. obj./nom.)
Kevin wants your telephone number.
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Bg0l Bgamodmgols (subj.dat.) 565 sggm Bgbo dobssdsGmo (dir
obj./nom. ).
My friends do not have your address.

38 gogl (subj./nom.) bsBe gsgo (dir. obj./nom.) (3)yogls.
This man has three sons.

s (subj./dat.) ssdmmsbosbo d0bs (dir obj./nom.) sggm.
They have a three-room apartment.

67367L s Jgoobmls (subj./dat.) 3oGgoc sbbmgm gl s3dago (dir.
obj./nom.).
Nunu and Ketino remember this event well.

II1. Verbs 3sggls to have (s.th. inanimate) and 34sgls fo have
(s.th. animate)

The Georgian equivalents for the verb fo have are strictly differen-
tiated: doggls refers to having something inanimate and 3gsgls to
something animate. Since these verbs are monosyllabic in the present
tense, in negative sentences ss (not s6) should be used with these
verbs.

053580l bgom ©sdsrgdol oy sggls.
Tamazi has his birthday tomorrow.

996 asgglb hgdo cmgdlozmba?

Do you have my dictionary?

aosl jmmo ats (3)gogls.

Gia does not have a wife. (ke is not married)
053Gogmb mGo jogs (B)gogls.

Tamriko has two cats.

fggb megl emm ss ggodgls.
We don’t have time today.

33 d936M0 dgamdsmo dgsgls.
I have many friends.
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*When one is referring to a car (a steel horse), however, 8gogls
should be used.

87053l sbomo 3sbgdsbs (3)gogls.
Guram has a new car.

dgb Mo Fobgobs agogl, gmtco o gmomegs?

What (kind of ) car do you have, a Ford or a Toyota?
Exercises

L Fill in the blanks with negative particles s4(s) or gg96.
L. Bgdo 3gamostio 03356 Jmdls

gosbageo.
My friend does not speak French.

2. oabs agMdsbyenl Lfsgemmows, BogMsd joMase
0 535M 5 Jmdls.
Tina studied German but she does not speak it well.

3. Yl 39 28903980 dogrogs®, giemo
s 3agsbs.

This year, I can’t go to America, I don’t have money.

4. 9900l Joorye-abgmobgMo mgdlogmbo
aggl.
Emily does not have a Georgian-English dictionary.

5. ®adsdols yogl 939, o3 yogl gHmo w@s.
Tamazi does not have a brother but has a sister.
6. cogl 3y 396 30Mase ©d miggbmab
dmgom.

I am not feeling well today and won’t be able to come to
your place.
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II. Conjugate in the present tense orally or in writing the
following two groups of 4th conjugation verbs: the first (A)
follows the conjugation pattern of 3sggls; the second (B) follows
the conjugation pattern of 8obgs.

A.
330s (I am hungry)

doblimgl (I remember)
d3omegds (I need)

B.
doygemls (I love, like)

dombgsbos (I prefer)

IIL. Fill in the blanks with the words (nouns, pronouns, and
personal names) given in parentheses in correct cases
(nominative or dative).

L (cmoBsts) 14396L (g3doemo hdo)

Lamara likes sweet tea.

2. (d9b) (Grmgmo 3760)
a0bes?
What kind of bread do you want?

3. (ob) 762s (mBHmmsbosbo 30bs)

He wants a two-room apartment.

4. (obobo) sbbmgm (Bggbo dobodstaman)
?

Do they remember our address?




Lesson Nine
5. (@g) (mgo cmestio)
d3oMegds.
I need twenty dollars.
6. (odggb) 204396 m (mIgcs)
?
Do you like opera?

IV. Fill in the blanks with correct forms of the verb 7o have.
Remember that this verb has two different forms whether
referring to something animate or inanimate.

L gbogml sbsmo ggemggodmta

Rusiko has a new TV.

2. 9y ™Mo ©d @ gfhmo dds.
I have two sisters and a brother.

3. Bggb dggmo mgmto 38>
‘We have an old white Mazda.

4, 3Bosls dggo dgamdato
Mzia has many friends.

5. o396 cogl eMm ?
Do you (pl.) have time today?

6. 3o Lodmmsbosbo dobs
They have a three-room apartment.
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#®sblidmGigo

0bo ©5 mdmo 39 Fooesb 4mBy8o asdmwosb.
J3 Qo QIR0 398IJHI B J O Q

wamo:  bobgedwols, ggg0b, 3oMasw oysgo.

dgg0bo: gMme Famom, mowma. bm3 o6 oge, 5 sbermls s6ials
sgmosga?

amo:  go, 6ol ggbom so-mbjmdyg Fymdo dobgom.

dag0b:  goabms BsBmomo, dghdotigds. gand godbo asgehgHm?

woemo:  gofbo Mo aobes?! sgeab sggmdloy dorols, ©s
d9amg.

Jggobo: oMM 30 o6 dooals?

woo:  Jool, 3363 sggmdgbom 3b BggPmmo xmdos.
356538 g0m adagdmds 40 56 50 mgmeio oMb,
938Mmdglom jo Fbmmme mgo.

dgg0bo: Lbgsms dmcals, 3y ymggommgol sMdMgjoo.
38385360md. bsgoms s38mdmlda domagmo b g9gmbo
g040em?

@o@o: M, g9gmbo Bbmmme IggHmdos bodoGHm. gymo
ddomawl doggso.

Jggebo: Gmgmey domIm7e39d0?

woma: bm, Hmamiy domIM7g 3980, byGes asdgb?

dagoba: oo, 36hs Boqgl. Jhsmyme bogoms?

@io: 3o 7dogl; mato dogpe s Idammo byfesl
©o800673bgodls.

Jagobo: ogamdglols aohgMgds Lo sMals?

@omo: 30, of, 338gmgdals xobyGmeb. Baxgdo mi; b
mOHImssm bmdgm sgamdylido s dglisady
a9hgM 90589 Hsdmeo.

dagobo:  goldggdes. gbms bowe Jowabom?

momo: 0bggMbgg Jmmddo. ghim Igamdsml 0dgomo dobes
893788056m.

Jagobo: 939, 3oBaswe, moma, bobgedeals.
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Transportation

Kevin and Lali come out of the cafeteria.

Lali:

Kevin:

Lali:

Kevin:

Lali:

Kevin;

Lali:

Kevin:

Lali:

Kevin:

Lali:

Kevin:

Lali:

Kevin:

Kevin:

Lali:

Kevin:

Good-bye, Kevin, take care.

Just a minute, Lali. Do you know if there is a drugstore
near here?

Yes, there is. On foot you’ll get there in ten or fifteen minutes.
To tell the truth, I’m in a hurry. Maybe I should take a taxi?

Why do you need a taxi?! From here, buses and the subway
both go (that way).

Doesn’t the marshrutka go there?

It does, but a bus or subway is better. A ride in a marshrutka
costs forty or fifty tezri, while on a bus (it’s) only twenty.

By the way, 1 always take the marshrutka. Is it necessary to
buy a ticket or a token on the bus?

No, a token is required only in the subway. Give the money
to the driver.

As in a marshrutka?
Yes, as in a marshrutka. Do you have small change?
No, I don’t. Is it absolutely necessary?

It’s OK, pay with lari, and the driver will give back the
change.

‘Where is the bus stop?

Over there, by the newspaper stand. Get on bus number
twenty or fifty, and get off at the second stop.

I see. Where are you going now?
To an Internet Club. I want to send an e-mail to a friend.

Well, take care, Lali, good-bye.
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Vocabulary

addmmosb

sgmosdo
gaboo instru.
g9bo nom.
dobgow fut.
dgbdocrgds pres.
asgohgtm opt.

Mo

Yoligems verbal n.
xmMdad
3a853Mmds
gmggeogol
39385360md pres.
Lo,
doengmo

d9embo
ddemmo

doggo aor/imp.
Bmamey;
©330067bgdls fut.

asBg@agds

asdgmo

xobyto

hoxgdo aor/imp.
d9biadg

Bodmwa aor./imp.
abga®byggezgde
03g0cmo
a537a853bm opt.

BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

[gamodian]

[aptiaki]
[pexit]

[pexi]
[mixval]
[mechkareba]
[gavachero]

[rad]
[ts’asvla]
[jobia]
[mgzavroba]
[q’oveltvis]
[vmgzavrob]
[sach’iro]
[bileti]
[zhet’oni]
[mdzgholi]
[mietsi]
[rogorts]
[dagibrunebs]

[gachereba]

[gazeti]

[jixuri]

[chajeki]
[mesame]
[chamodi]
[int’ernet’k’lubi]
[imeili]
[gavugzavno]

(they) come out, are
coming out

drugstore

on foot

foot

(you) will get to

I am in a hurry

(I) should stop, flag down,
hail (a taxi)

what for

going

it’s better

travel, traveling

always

I travel

necessary, required

ticket

token

driver

(you) give

just like, similar to

(s/he) will return
(something)

stop, stopping (here: bus
stop)

newspaper

booth, stand

(you) get on

third

(you) get off

Internet club

e-mail

(should) send (him/her/
them)
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Idiematic Expressions and Culture Notes

* M5bl3mgo transportation. In Thilisi, the most accessible and
cheapest forms of transportation are the subway and the bus.
Season tickets have not yet been introduced in Georgia, and it is
advisable to keep small change or one lari bill handy, especially if
you are in a hurry to get off the bus.

* gmo Yymom means just a minute.
¢ gombMs dsGmoemo means fo tell you the truth.

* JsmIGypgom dadsgdmds literally means travel by marshrutka,
but it can be understood as marshrutka fare; sggmdzlom da8sg-
Gmds means bus fare, etc.

* bytes means change (money) or small change (coins).

° obgg®bgg Jemydo Internet clubs have mushroomed throughout
the former Soviet republics to accommodate those who do not
have personal computers. They provide access to the Internet,
computer games, and sometimes classes for their customers. In
some of these clubs one can have coffee, tea, and pastry.

® 03goeo e-mail is one of many English words referring to com-
puter technology that have “invaded” languages all over the world.

e 3o9Masce is the abbreviation of JosGase ogsge be well, take care.

Grammar

L. Interrogative and relative pronouns

In Georgian there are two sets of pronouns: interrogative and rela-
tive. The former are used in questions (interrogative sentences), and
the latter in regular narrative sentences. Often but not always, rela-
tive pronouns can be translated into English as whatever, whoever,
whenever, etc.
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interrogative pronouns relative pronouns
(G what ... ? (GRS what/whatever
Gimeal  when ... ? *@oveglog/ when/
Ao whenever
Lo where ... ? boasg where/
wherever
Goam®  how ... 7 Gmamey  whatever way/
as far as
g0b who ... ? 30643 whoever
5360  how many/ odegboy  as many as,
much ... ? as much as

*The pronoun Gmwegbsg when, whenever has a shorter form—eesgs—that is
frequently used in spoken forms.

A.

s (interrogative) sgo@mm?
What shall we have?

®sg (relative) 3gb aobws.
Whatever you like.

B.
Gools (int.) dogobs® Lsdlsby@mdo?
When do you go to work (to your office)?

Gogglsg (rel) 356 ©dtgzg, 99 7339 Lobmowsb gogoomeo.
When you called, I was already leaving home.

Gmeols (int.) Bocobsth cmbembdo?
‘When are you going to London?

GBmgs (rel) eoliggogosh @egodmagmgd.
Whenever/When I finish my dissertation.

C.

Lo (sbmgHmd?

Where do you live?

bagsg domdob gbmgHmdwoa.
Where I lived last year.

bowsg (rel) 39b 3785md, of sbeml oo 9boggMdagoes.
Where you work, there is a big department store nearby.
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D.
Bmgm6 (int.) [ogorgm bobmbmsb, gabom oy sggmdglom?
How shall we go to Nino, on foot (shall we walk) or by bus?
Gmameg (rel) gobes.

As you wish (whatever way, however you wish).

Gmamég 30330, 39Mo sbes LajsMmggmmdos.

As far as I know, Mary is in Georgia now.

E.
gob (int) sGols ol 35307
‘Who is that man?

gob (rel) crgb of oM smol, 93 ad339macml g9 olifsgeals.
Whoever is not here today (he/she) won’t be able to learn this lesson.

F.
6553gbo Fenol boh?
How old (of how many years) are you?
mgo Yeobs.
Twenty (of twenty years).

fomgemo gobdomo asdgli?
Do you have a red pencil?
s3egbog aobws.
As many as you want.

II. Genitive case postpositions -6 from (s.th.) and -go6
from (s.0.)

® ©s6 corresponds to the English preposition from. It is added to
nouns in the genitive case (with the nouns losing the final 4s of
the genitive case ending).

Nom. Gen. 36 (from) Translation

33630 336 3-ols 05630296 from the bank
Lobero Lobem-ols  Lobem-o-s6  from home
gobxots  qgobxM-ol  gobxM-o-gsb  from the window
39%g 3od-ols J0d-0-sb from the stairs
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wamo 35630wsb babemdo dools.
Lali is going home from the bank.

dgb bobemowsh Mg3e3?7

Are you calling from home?
363, doderommyorsb.
No, from the library.

59 3sbxMoesh msdsdo bywos.
There is a beautiful view from this window.

® -a36 also means from, but in reference only to persons. It is added
to nouns in the genitive case without the nouns dropping the final
4 of the genitive case ending.

Nom. Gen. 396 (froms.o.) Translation
3960 3opob 3o;-ob-aob from (the) man
©d -0l col-gsb from (his) sister

3gamdetio  IgamdM-oll  Bgamdc-ob-geb from (his) friend
ds0bs 3060bsL  doMobsl-go6  from Marina

gL Lshydoto Bgde Fgamdtoligeb sals.
This gift is from my friend.

9930685 ©abasb {gfoeo oogm.
Kevin received a letter from (his) sister.

9800 Mabojmliashb dobsls Jotomdls.
Emily is renting an apartment from Rusiko.

¢ Postposition -g56 can be added to possessive pronouns (my, your,
ours, etc.) with their nominative ending -o dropped.

Possessive Pronouns with -356 (from, one of)
Singular

figd-o my By0-a96 from me
dgb-o your  3g6-356 from you
dabo his/her  ols-356 from him/her
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Plural

fggbo  our Bggb-gsb  fromus
mgggb-o  your m]ggb-g56  from you
dso-o their dom-g06 from them

%0, gb bLahgdsto Bggbash smols.
This gift, here, is from us.

oligsb [gMoamgdo bdoMoe Imeols.
Letters come from him often.

896856 53l 96 ggemmwo.
I didn’t expect this from you.

II1. Dative/accusative case postposition -os6 with (s.0.), near
(a place), at (s.0.’s place) with nouns and pronouns

In Lesson 3 the postposition -ms6 was used with personal names. It
is added to nouns in the same way.

The case ending s of the dative/accusative case is dropped only
if the noun in the nominative case ends with -e. Nouns ending with
vowels -s, -, or -3 will maintain the 4s ending followed by the post-
position -masb.

Nom. Dat./Acc. -msb (with) Translation

bggegbso Lgyegbgl bgyegbg-msb with a student
Lo bLymmsdl  Lgmesds-msb near (a) school
3odg 300 3odgls-mab near (at) the stairs
O] gl gb-msb near a creek

o When added to pronouns, -msb can be translated as ar my place, at
my apartment, at my house, where I live.

Bg3-msb  at (to) my place Bgg9b-meb at (to) our place
Jdgb-msb  at (to) your place mgg9b-msb  at (to) your place
dsl-meb  at (to) his/her place  dom-msb at (to) their place



170 BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

A.
Rg9bmsb Hmeol dmeobom?
When are you coming to see us (to our place)?

0d39bmsb dadoml Imgragem.
I'll come over to see you (to your place) on Saturday.

B.
bomgms dgbmob sals?
Is Natela with you (at your place)?

36y, mabsbmab sehols.
No, she is with Tina (at her place).

C.
J9bmab ©agMggg, 3oaMmad Lobmdo 36 aysgo.
I called you (at your place, apartment, etc.), but you weren’t at home,

IV. Interrogative pronoun gobso (whose) can also have the
postpositions -gs6 from and -ms6 fo. They are added to its
stem gols- with the final -o dropped.

gol-a06 from whom  gob-msb to whom, to whose place

gobmsb used with the word ghmace fogether in the phrase gobmsb
aGmoe means fogether with whom.

9L Ygowo goligsb s@ols?
From whom is the letter?

gobomob Mg 3937
To whom (7it.: to whose place) are you calling?

gobmsb ghmor dowaobodh mgogmdo?
(Together) with whom are you going to the theater?
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Exercises

L

Fill in the blanks with appropriate interrogative pronouns
(s, Gmgmm, bog, 306 Hmeal, Gmamto, Hadrgba) or
relative pronouns (s, GmamGg, bswsg, gobg, Gmgs,
Gmgmog).

eogyl 3®o gogoeme, ombal o o
B3a7290M0ga?

Which bread should we buy, oven-baked bread or a regular one
today?

43999960, Jgm0bmd mggs, s mamos.
Everything that (whatever) Ketino said is true.

Bogogmesb ogdtgbegde, ©ogMgies

dgbmob.

When I return from Chicago, I will call you.

0gdeosdo dowobom?

When are you leaving for Italy?

od, Bgabo Lsbeno agm, gbams sbowme
domaBass.

There, where our house stood, now there is a new store.

bmd 36 a0, sthols Rgdo Lomgomg?
Do you know by any chance where my eyeglasses are?

3bmgemdl 83 30b53a?
Who lives in this apartment?

30439, 0M33mo gbemd 5dgo3sdos.
As (far as) I know, Irakli is in America now.
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II. Add 36 or -6 to the words (nouns, personal names, and
pronouns) in parentheses and put them in the blanks.

1. 339 (bobewo) 89320356 ool
35 bsomdy.
I leave (go out of) the house at 8 o’clock in the morning.

o

(B6530) Imeobom?
Are you coming from Zurabi?

L

35359960 Mmeols hsdmeols (Bozogm)
?

When is your Dad coming back from Chicago?

B

gbms 89 Bgdo (3a3mdaota)

35933
Right now, I am calling from my friend’s place,

b

gL Vogbo (g0La) stals?
From whom is this book?

&

9l bahydetro (Bsmo) sthals.
This gift is from them.

I11. Add postposition -0s6 to the personal names and pronouns
in parentheses and put them in the blanks.

L. a7pdob RBggb (33b656s) 30493001.
Yesterday we were at Manana’s place.

2. gthoo basmoals fob gogto (at my place)
oym.
An hour ago, Eteri was at my place.

3. Bggbo Lobmo (d58560) sbeoms.
Our house is close to (near) the market.
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4. (To us, to our place) Fogmad 36
93957
‘Why don’t you call us?

5. 3y Bubwes (Bgamdmgdo)
30m33oMo3m 33 mgdsdy.
I want to speak with (my) friends on this topic.

6. wagl 3gMmsdo (9dodo) docols.
Today Merabi is going to (see) a doctor (to the doctor s place).

IV. Add the postposition -56 or -0s6 to the pronoun gobo.

1. (With whom) 233565 3md?
With whom are you speaking?

2. (From whom) dmeobsmd, maboligsb?
From whom are you coming, from Tina?

3. (With whom) gOmoe I73omd 3
3IOmgdgdag?

Together with whom are you working on this project?
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bogsdyco

9900 amsmobmsb oMol s badadymal gszgmgdsl Lfsgummal.

QOQOC

gdoemo:
@ 3@0:

99o0ca:
@amao:

980o:
QOQO:

9d0eno:
@dmo:

gdoea:
@IEa:

9doemo:

4gg@aggmo 3o sMobl. dmeo wsgefymm. s0cgd
960 3ods dmEGxmBls 56 Lbgs JabyMowmym Fyswls.
237995830 g med Fdgoml @ MR dmBgmsg.
gdgomo Msdegbo 7bes?

essbmmggdom Lado gogds ob 3mgs dggo. 3mdo
Mdowo 3bos aymls.

Hmameo gdgomas badoHm?

Rggaegdtago 3760l gdgomo. goa39mgd mdols
a76@sl ©s adsdMEYgmgd. sdyMo adsbgboen sb
©ogbgbom yggml, 3mdol badomgols d5500 093603
©s gy ol 3do0MaYggd-

gL Mo yggmos?

9b 3gobgo gggemos. dgaadmos bymambo obdstim.
07 Y3920 dseosh dsMomasbos, Fyswdo ©samdmd.
333bmdado aospbgemgd @9dgml, gogsdyg meo
gdgoml ImoyMo, 8ge ©org)d yggmash M3l w©s
39290 @gdgeio.

@dgmo domosb bgwmo gbes oymls?

Lagdome sbgmo. bogsdyto mbymdgg ob mg fymdo
3o 0dbgds. o dmBxmdo s aodgl, Fgaodemos
8sFmbo obdomm, 85868 35806 BogBaggd ghm
33950bl, mgd a93wbsd 3oMmagdl ©s bmwmsl.

bomes Modwegbo?

asbmmggdom ghma Bsol 3mgdo. oge Gs, dJambo
3oFmba 3oggl. dmeo, jorgg gma badadymo
3sYgboon go38390mm.

m3, 5 39630 0gbgds!
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Khachapuri

Emily is at Lali’s place learning how to make khachapuri.

Lali:

Emily:

Lali:

Emily:

Lali:

Emily:

Lali:

Emily:

Lali:

Emily:

Lali:

Emily:

Everything is ready. Let’s start. You’ll take one cup of
Borjomi or other mineral water. Add the flour little by little
and knead it well.

How much flour does it need?

Approximately three cups or a little more. The dough should
be soft.

What kind of flour is needed?

Regular bread flour. You’ll make a ball of dough and flatten
it. Spread grated or minced cheese on top of it, pinch
together the outer edges of the dough in the center, and
flatten it.

What kind of cheese is this?

This is fresh cheese. You can use sulguni as well. If the
cheese is too salty, soften it in water. Meanwhile, heat the
oven, sprinkle a little bit of flour on a large skillet, place
the dough with cheese on it, and place it in the oven.

Should the oven be very hot?

Pretty hot. The khachapuri will be ready in twenty or
twenty-five minutes. If you don’t have Borjomi, you can
use yogurt, but then you’ll add one egg, a little bit of melted
butter, and baking soda.

How much soda?

About one teaspoonful. You know what; I think I have some
yogurt. Let’s make one more khachapuri with yogurt.

Oh, that will be so good!
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Vocabulary

ad39mygds verbal n.
esgofymm opt.
s0e9d fut.

dodo
dobgomytio
©s735890 fut.
BMéBMHO
adgoezo
dmBgemog fut.
MO

™o

Mdowo
a89539mgd fut.
3abes

300

333G @ygegd fut.
89

@adyta fit.
aobgbowo
esgbgbomao
653060

dggtog fut.
a5y

abigg

obdsthan opt.
dstoemasbo
©ISIMY fut.
33sbmdado
adobgemgd fut.
6990

©ow@gd fut.
y39e20b0
dggd fut.
gbaeo
Lsgdome bgmo

BEGINNER'S GEORGIAN

[gak’eteba]
[davits’q’ot]
[aigheb]
[ch’ika]
[mineraluri]
[daumat’eb]
[tsot’~tsot’a]
[pkvili]
[mozelav]
[tsot’a]
[tsomi]
[rbili]
[gaak’eteb]
[gunda]
[shuashi]
[gaabrt’q’eleb]
[zed]
[daaq’ri]
[gaxexili]
[dapxvnili]
[nap’iri]

[shek’rav]
[mere]

[isev]
[ixmaro]
[mariliani]
[daalbob]
[amasobaghi]
[gaatsxeleb]
[t'apa]
[dadeb]
[q’veliani]
[shedeb]
[tsxeli]
[sak’maod tsxeli]

making

(shall we, let’s) start

(you) will take

cup, glass

mineral

(you) will add

little-by-little

flour

(you) will knead

a little, little bit

dough

soft

(you) will make

ball (of dough or snow)

in the middle

(you) will flatten

on it, on top of it

(you) will spread, sprinkle

grated

crumbled

edge, shore (of a river
or sea)

(you) will tie

afterwards, after

again

(you) use

salty

(you) will soften, soak

meanwhile

(you) will heat up

skillet

(you) will put (on)

with cheese, cheesy

(you) will put in

hot

rather hot
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35306 [maghin] then, what then, in
that case

J3atbo [k’vertsxi] egg

addwbstho [gamdnari] melted

JoMado [k’araki] butter

bomos [soda] soda (baking soda)

Jmgdo [k’ovzi] spoon

Idiomatic Expressions and Culture Notes

» bsgadgto khachapuri can be bought or ordered at various diners,
bakeries, and special khachapuri stands in Tbilisi and other cities.
Homemade khachapuri with a personal touch, however, still holds
a special place at the dinner table. A recipe offered in this lesson is
one of many varieties you can obtain from Georgian friends and
from many cookbooks.

* dmGxmdo Borjomi. Named after a small health resort famous for
its natural mineral springs and beautiful scenery in central Georgia,
Borjomi is the most popular Georgian mineral water. Since the
nineteenth century, this has been a favorite spa and summer vaca-
tion place. Many consider Borjomi mineral water beneficial for
treating stomach ulcers and other ailments.

* 3gobgo yggemo is a type of fresh cheese somewhat similar to
fresh mozzarella.

* bamazbo is a type of Georgian white gourmet cheese.

* 8sFmbo yogurt. This word has an irregular declination: the vowel -m-
is changed to the consonant -g- in the genitive (3s{§-3-6-obs), instru-
mental (@5§-3-6-om) and adverbial (3s§-g-6-o) cases. dsfgbols
bjdo yogurt soup is another Georgian delicacy.

* ogo G5? Means you know what?
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Grammar

L. Optative tense

The optative is the most versatile form of the verb. It conveys a
modality of action, that is, sow some action is done, whether with
intention, necessity, possibility, or desirability, etc. (see Appendices
1I and IID).

Optative forms of 1st and 3rd conjugation verbs are formed from
their future tense. The endings of the present/future tense, (as you
may recall, the present/future stem formant or PFSF) whether -9,
-5g, 93 or -o, are dropped and replaced by optative endings. If a
verb does not have any PFSF, the optative endings are added directly
to its root.

Below is a conjugation chart of two verbs (gs)-s3gm-59 you do,
make and (es)-Y g% you write, one with PFSF 43, and the other with
zero PFSF.

1st Conjugation

39-93gm-98 (you will make)

Future Optative
Sing.
1st  1a0-39-3gogd | ge-gd-ggo-™
2nd | a45-3-3900-90 89-9-390-m
3rd  |a5-9-390-98-b a9-9-3gm-mbs
PIl.
ist | a5-3-9-390-99-® |a5-3-9-390-mo
2nd | a5-9-390-93-0 | a9-9-390-m®
3rd |as-9-390-9096 |go-v-39m-mb
©s-§g4 (you will write)
Future Optative
Sing.
st 1 gs3-Fo =396
2nd | s-f9t gs-YoH-o
3rd  |@s-Fymds ©o-§ gh—mls
Pl
st gogfato  |=sgfacmo
2nd |gofg6-o @s-§96-om
3rd |=s-FoBg6 rs-§g6-mb
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Notice that the optative endings are -m for the first and second person
singular forms and -mo for their plural forms. The 3rd person form
has -mls in its singular form and -6 in plural.

The 3rd conjugation verbs have exactly the same endings in the opta-
tive tense as the verbs of the 1st conjugation. However, in the future
tense they always have a -9d ending (see Lesson 8).

Like 1st conjugation verbs, 3rd conjugation verbs in the optative
drop the ending 53.

3rd Conjugation
bsgoem-md (you dine)

Future Optative
Sing.
1st go-locowm 4o go-Loeowm-m
2nd o-booam 4o o-ldeom-m
3rd o-bycoem-gd-ls o-Loom-mls
Pl
ist |gobocomgo-o |gologowm-mm
|2nd o-ldeom-9d-m olveom-mn
3rd o-lidyeom 95496 o-lseom-mb

3x96-0 (you sing)

Future Optative
Sing.
2nd 0-0ngt-9d 0-3096-m
3rd 0-0agM-90-1s 0-deg6-mbs
PIl.
ist | 3-0-30gM-9d-o g-0-dogh-mn
2nd 0-9mgf90-0 0-doyt-mo
3rd 0-3gM 9096 0-0gM-mb

* Optative tense with 4th conjugation verbs

Optative verbs often follow 4th conjugation verbs in sentences. In
such case, verbs in the optative should be translated into English in
their infinitive form.
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o In the examplés below, verbs in the optative come after the 4th
conjugation verb 806 I want with which they do not form insep-
arable units. However, in negative sentences the negative particle
s~ precedes the verb 8obes and forms an inseparable unit with
it. Remember also, that with verbs in the optative the direct object
is ahvays in the nominative and the subject (whether noun or pro-
noun) is in the dative/accusative case, just as with verbs of the 4th
conjugation.

1. Bgal ddobs 7bed ogomls sboema dobgobs.
My brother wants to buy anew car.
(subj./dat.) (d.o./nom.)
aols 36 7bws ogoemls sbamo 3sbgsbs.
He does not want to buy anew car.
(sub./dat.) (d.o./nom.)

2. wamals 760 esbsgmls hydo ImBgtggo.
Lali wants to paint my portrait.
(subj./dat.) (d.o./nom.)
aals 36 7bes csbogmls  hgdo JmMgHgao.
She does not want to paint my portrait.
(subj./dat.) (d.o./nom.)

3. g9oab w©s Jbesm ass390mb  bodsdymoa.

ool
Emily and Lali want to make a khachapuri.
(subj./dat.) (d.o./nom.)
dom 306 besm a553900mb  badadyto.
They donotwant to make a khachapuri.
(subj./dat.) (d.o./nom.)

e As mentioned before (see Lesson 9), the first and second person
pronouns—3g I, Bggb we, 896 you (sing.), egggb you (pl.)—
have the same form both in the dative and nominative cases.
Therefore they are not affected by 4th conjugation verbs. When
used with verbs in the optative, these pronouns are frequently
omitted, especially in interrogative sentences. The 4th conjugation
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verb and the verb in optative do not form inseparable unit and can
be split as in the examples below.

1. 3@g) dobod gobfsgemm Jotrogma gbs.
@, subdj.) want to study the Georgian
language.
(d.o./nom.)
@9) dobd Jocimgmo gbs  gobfogmem.
{, subj.) want the Georgian to study.
language
(d.o./nom.)
2. (996) 56 gobes gl gocdo 6sbm?
(You, subj.) don’twant this film (do.) to see?
(396) 36 aobes  Bsbm 9L gowda?
(You, subj.) don’twant to see this film (d.o.)?

e In order to express the ability to do something, verbs in the opta-
tive should be placed after the 4th conjugation verb 8g80deos /
can, I could. This verb has a somewhat different conjugation pat-
tern; its person markers, although exactly the same as the rest of
4th conjugation verbs, are preceded by the prefix 3g-.

8990de0s (I can, am able)
Singular Plural

ist 3y d9-80-dema-s hgqb d9-ago-deo-»
2nd dgb 9g5-po-dwmo-s ondggb  99-g0-dmo-3-m
3rd b 3g-3-dwmo-» dom 99-3-d0-5-0

L 3sbsbols  dgydemos 89539mmbs a9dMaogeo
bagadyio.
Manana  can make a delicious
khachapuri.
(subj./dat.) (d.o./nom.)
sk dgdmas  ag3togmo bodadyto geszgmmbs.
She can a delicious khachapuri. make.

(subj./dat.) (d.o./nom.)



184 BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

2. dgg0dmos stgzm 8385Lmsb?
Canyou call Zaza (to Zaza’s

place)?
(could you) (ind. obj.)
9980dmos Jolmsb ©otggm?
Canyou him call?
(could you) (ind. obj.)

3. (3g) 36 dgdodmos godzydagm dnbmab.
(1, subj.)  cannot work with you.
@3) 36 d990dmos dgbmab godndsgm.
I (subj.) cannot with you work,

e Verbs in the optative may express suggestion or invitation to do
something if placed after the verb 8mwo let’s (lit.: come) or its
plural form 8mmom, used when addressing more then one person.
In both cases verbs in optative should be in plural form. They do
not form inseparable units with either 8meo or 3mwmom. More-
over, both these words can be omitted, in which case the sugges-
tion or invitation will sound a little more forceful.

A.

(Bmo) sgommo Jogs.

(Bmeo) dos sgo@mo.

Let’s (you and 1) have (/it.: take) pizza.

(Bmeo) gegytggme Jgomabmlbs.
(@meo) Jgmobols @egatgzmm.
Let’s eall Ketino.

(Bmeo) gomsdsmzmam Joommac.
(Bmeo) JoMhomoe gomsdsmjmm.
Let’s speak in Georgian.
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B.
(Bmeom) csgoliggbma mgs.
(Bmeom) mgs ogoliggbmm.
Let’s have a little rest.

(Omeom) gobsgomme gbans.
(dmeom) gbems gobsgomma.
Let’s have dinner now.

(Omeom) gbsbmm bgsem gl gowdo.
(Bmrom) bgosem gl goemBo gbsbmm.
Let’s see this movie tomorrow.

o The verb to go is irregular in Georgian (see Appendix III), and
its optative form for 1st person plural is fsgocgm let’s go, a fre-
quently used form in invitation formulas. While {s- is the most
neutral prefix, it may be replaced with any of the prefixes that
have more specific directional meaning: 8o- (Qogogom lets get
10), Bs- (Bogowgom let’s go down), 8g- (930mgom let’s go in), etc.
(see Lesson 4 and/or Appendix III). These optative forms are often
used after the verb 3mwo(m) come, lets go in singular or plural
form. While in English it may sound redundant (come, let’s go), it
makes perfect sense in Georgian.

dmeo 30bmdo fagorgm.
(Come) let’s (you and I) go to a movie.

dmeom I3bgmsdo Fegoegom.
(Come) let’s (all of us) go to Mtskheta.
dmgom 053530lmsb dogowgom.
Let’s (all of us) go over to Tamazi.

dmgo 53 Foabgdols o@dd0sdo Aggoegom.
Let’s (you and I) go (in)to this bookstore.

o Optative forms of verbs can be used independently in interroga-
tive sentences. In this case they may convey invitation as well as
hesitation or uncertainty to do something. In English sentences of
this type, auxiliaries like shall or should are used.
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gogeomm Boo?
Shall we have (drink) tea?

esgofygmm as3390m0@0?
Shall we start the class (lesson)?

©agMg3m aoslnsb?
Should I call Gia?

gogoem gl 35857
Should I buy this dress?

Exercises

I. The verbs listed below are in the 2nd person singular of the
future tense. Use them to fill in the blanks putting them in the
appropriate optative form.

39-0-96 (you will) deposit, take in(to)
o-gogg-e (you will) buy

©s-Mygb-og  (you will) wash (laundry, dishes, etc.)
obfogem-o (you will) see

as-5-ggm-30  (you will) send

o-Joog9d  (you will) rent

1. bgom 39 obws 83 d563d0 grmo

Tomorrow I want to deposit money at the bank.

2. 9306l 7bos JoMmymo Lodmg@gdol Logo

Kevin wants to buy a CD of Georgian songs.

3. 3l gbes eegl Latggbo

She wants to wash (her) laundry today.
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B33() b 3bws 0bgemolido

My sister wants to study in England.

ﬁaaﬁ a3obes ergh Jehoymo Lseowma

‘We want to make a Georgian dinner today.

3o Jbesm dabs IggMm egmabonsb

They want to rent an apartment near the metro station Delisi.

Fill in the blanks with the appropriate form of the verb can.

odggb 9L VaPomo asa8336mm?
Can you send this letter?

96 o6 990e20bmsb amgim?
Can’t you call Emily?

Lodfgbome, 39 o6 b

M 39680 asesgmatadbm.
Unfortunately, I cannot translate this document.

aals 9L Vogbo 53 852580580
ogoemb.
He can buy this book in this bookstore.

IIL. Translate the sentences putting the verbs listed below (given

in the future tense, 2nd person singular) in the appropriate
optative form.

s-orz-90 (you will) take, have
ols57383-98  (you will) have breakfast
as-go-o (you will) sell
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1.

Let’s have (take) coffee and cake.
2,

Let’s have breakfast.
3.

Let’s sell our old car.

IV. Translate the sentences below using the expression let’s go.

1. Let’s (you and I) go to the opera tomorrow.

2. Let’s (all of us) go to Gia (Gia’s place) today.

3. Let’s (you and I) go now to the market.

V. Translate the following sentences using the verbs listed below
in the appropriate optative form.

0-m8353g8 (you will) play
ws-byk-sg  (you will) close
o-yo-o (you Wﬂ]) blly

I. ggbdgytmo ?

2. Bggbo sbgs@0da 53 d3b3d0?

3. ambols Ijo?
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g3dsRgdols rry

493060 @o gBomo ms8sBolimsb Lig7dtoe Imgorbgh. msedsdols
©gEs, Jomdsgmbo mobs 35Mb swgdls.

d-60 mabo:

»sds80:

Jagobo:

madsda:

aMado:

9docxo:
g-bo mabs:

gdoea:
atMado:

Jagobo:
90omo:
a36530:
madsdo:

4-60 maba:
gdocmo:

@ao:
a3sdo:

dagobo:

J9306, gdoemo, 3gdmmom, dgdmeoom. h3gb 3339
33305 sgoMhogo.

79306, gdowma, dmzom, hgdl agz9Meon wslbygom.
eogl ag6s30s hggbo modoes.

05858, gommsg wodsrgdol wegl. S0, gb Jsgats
boBgdomo hggbash.

m, @ogo Jormmds! Mogmd dgfgboom?
39amdgdm, agmoma m3dsdols bsremgamdgenm.
9900, mgzgbo dogds Mogmd sGob oMagmo?
dmeodo, J9aMe8 99 mgobmls o6 gligsd.

353 ©g0bml b7 ©omgg. Fggbo 96 @odmbsmo
QI0Y).

adsemmdm, {396l Lasdmgbgdom ©ogemmgs.
05353, aolgMggd dgebogmgdsl ©s jsMaswe
ymgbsl gggems 3960 sbenmdmgdom.

5358, aobiggd d9ebogmgdsl s Fomdsggosl.
05398, gommzeg. IBageml gsgbfsmol

4398 ©omos? Md3s8, gbems dgbo xgos.

oo doeammds, dgamdtgom, mgdgghbe jgmowmo
Lghgoemgdobogol. yggmob asagzedsdzmls!

9800, S0, golbobxgm, Mo a93togmo bsgogoes.

aformmdm, Jomdsgmbm mobs. 9339 adgLobxy.
bagadnl sgomad.

dmeom gbms goggzgmom. 3y sbomo Lowo daggls.

363, X9 g0dagmmo. §g306, 336 Mo LodwgMs
a0ygomb?

350 AMogomgs8ogto g0dngHmm.
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A Birthday

Kevin and Emily come to Tamazi’s apartment. Tamazi’s mother, Ms.
Tina (Shonia), opens the door.

Ms. Tina:
Tamazi:
Kevin:

Tamazi:
Gurami:

Emily:
Ms. Tina:

Emily:
Gurami:

Kevin:
Emily:
Gurami:
Tamazi:

Ms. Tina:
Emily:

Lali:
Gurami:

Kevin:

Kevin, Emily, come in, come in. We’ve already chosen
the tamada.

Kevin, Emily, come over here, sit next to me. Today
Gurami is our tamada.

Tamaz, happy birthday. This is a little gift from us.

Oh, thank you! Why did you bother to do that?

Friends, let’s drink a toast to Tamazi. Emily, why is your
glass empty?

I apologize, but I don’t drink wine.

In that case don’t drink wine. Drink some juice or
lemonade.

Thank you, I’d love to have some juice.

I want, Tamaz, to wish you happiness and wellbeing with
all your loved ones.

Tamaz, I wish you happiness and success.
Tamaz, congratulations. Many happy returns!
Did everyone drink? Tamaz, now it’s your turn.

Thank you very much, my friends, for your kind words.
Let victory be ours!

Emily, here, try this delicious satsivi.

Thank you, Ms. Tina, I’ve already had some. I’ll have
some khachapuri.

Let’s dance now. I have a new CD.
No, let’s sing first. Kevin, which song do you like?

Then let’s sing Mravalzhamieri.
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Vocabulary

agotbogo aor.
hgdl aggteom
esbbgeom aor/imp.

30MES3

Lahgdeto

Loregamdgmm

(3dFr0gemo
b3

Y3960

aoligthgad pres./fut.

dgebogmgds

gymabs verbal n.

430
Sbenmodgeno

sbermdengdo pl.

\'jbﬁ)ao@abb
x9o
Rgdo xgtos
dgbo xgM0s
Jgoowo
Lygomo

LyHgoamgde pl
303933 opL.

sboma
XM

g0degGmn opt.

BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

[avirchiet]

[chems gverdit]

[dasxedit]
[gilotsav]

[sachukari]

[sadghegrdzelo]

[tsarieli]
[nu]

[ts’veni]
[gisurveb]
[bedniereba]
[q’opna]
[q’vela]
[axlobeli]
[axloblebi]
[ts’armat’eba]
beri]
[cemi jeria]
[sheni jeria]
[k’etili]
[survili]
[survilebi]
[vitsekvot]
[axali]
Ger]

[vimgherot]

(we) chose
by my side, next to me
(you) sit down
I congratulate you (fixed
expression)
gift
a toast (7o s.0.) (lit.: for
long days)
empty
don’t (used in requests not
to do s.th.)
juice
I wish you
happiness
being
all, everybody, everyone
a loved one, a relative
loved ones, relatives
success
turn
my turn
your turn
kind
wish
wishes
(let’s) dance
new
first (before doing
something else)
(let’s) sing
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Idiomatic Expressions and Culture Notes

* Jomdsgmbo mobs Ms. Tina. In English, Ms. Tina sounds awk-
ward; this is, however, the proper form for addressing a woman.
As mentioned in the section “Borrowed Words and Personal
Names in Georgian” (page 27), Georgians address each other by
their first names.

* g-60 is an abbreviated form of Joemdsgmbo Miss or Madam. For
dsgmbo Sir or Mister, an abbreviated form is -60.

* madoms toastmaster. The tamada is the toastmaster chosen by
guests at a festive dinner or supra byg6s in Georgian. Tradi-
tionally, the tamada was always a man. Sometimes, however, a
woman may also be given the task of being the famada. Rules of
supra are rather elaborate, and toasts are offered in a fixed order.
Georgians never drink wine without a toast.

* boemga®dgemm foast. The main function of the zamada is to
make sure that the rules of the supra are observed. It is the tamada
who offers the topic of each toast, and only after he drinks his
toast must the guests one by one raise their glasses, each elabo-
rating further on the topic proposed by the famada. Men must
stand up when giving a toast and hold the glass in the right hand. It
is considered very rude to eat or drink while the famada is giving
his toast. After the traditionally required toasts (for the host and
hostess, for parents, for children, for siblings, etc.), the tamada
honors every person present at the supra with a toast. Toasts can
be made on more general subjects as well: Georgia, love, friend-
ship, etc. The final toast is for the tamada. This toast is raised by
one of the guests, thus signaling the end of the supra. No supra is
complete without singing, and it is a part of the ritual to sing a few
Georgian folk songs in-between toasts.

e 353 is an auxiliary word equivalent to the English then, in that
case, so, etc.
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* Lo oysgom sis8g means where have you been (all this time)?!

* aommpog rodorgdol emgls Happy Birthday. gomamgeg liter-
ally means: [ bless (something) for you. It can be used for various
occasions: gommgsg sbom (aemb Happy New Year; gowomgsg
Bmdsls Happy (Merry) Christmas, and so forth.

¢ Mogmd JgFaboom means literally why did you trouble your-
selves (to do something). 1t is a polite formula implying gratitude
and appreciation for something.

* gggmo 3360 sbemmdmgdom means with all your loved ones.

e ABogomls wogbfsto many happy returns; lit.: may you attend
many more, i.e. may you attend many more of your birthdays. The
formula is used in wishing a happy New Year, or in reference to
other festive days.

o lssgoge satsivi is a gourmet Georgian dish, turkey or chicken in
spicy walnut sauce.

* asagododxml is a fixed formula that literally means: let us be
victorious.

* dGogomygsdogo Mravalzhamieri is one of the most famous of
Georgian folk songs sung at supra.

Grammar

I. Aorist tense

The aorist refers to action that was carried out in the past but, in
contrast to the imperfect, the aorist tense indicates completion of the
action and not its continuity or frequency. Thus, the sentence I was
writing a letter should be translated into Georgian with the verb in
the imperfect tense. However, in the sentence I wrote a letter (it’s fin-
ished and ready to be sent), the verb must be in the aorist tense.
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Aorist forms of 1st and 3rd conjugation verbs are formed from
their fiture tense. Just like with optative forms, the endings of the
future tense, whether 59, -sg, -8 or -o, are replaced by the aorist
endings.

Below are the charts of 1st and 3rd conjugation verbs in future, aorist
and optative tenses.

ist Conjugation

Lbobxsg (you try, taste)

Future Aorist Optative

Sing.

1st ao-9-l0byx-sg a5-3-bobx -9 a9-g-bobx-m
2nd | a5-lobx-og ad>-babxg aoobx-m

3rd ad>-Liobx-sgls ao-bobx-» ad5-bobx-mls
Pl.

st a9-g-Liobx-sg-o a9-3-bobx-9-o a5-3-Lobx-m-o
2nd | a5-liobx-3g-o ao-bobx-g-o 35>-Lobx-m-o
3rd 85-Lobx-5396 a5-bobxgls ad-Lobx-mb

3rd Conjugation
8go (you sing)
Future Aorist Optative

Sing.

st 3-0-0mgM-gd 3-0-9agt-y 3090y -m
2nd 0-3mgM-9d 0-3agtg 0-9aytH-m
3rd 0-0mg-90-bs 0-dagM-s 0-3056m-mbs
Pl.
{1st 3-0-00gM-90-o 309690 3-0-3yfH-m-o
2nd 0-3a9M-9d-o 0-deg6-g-o 0-9agM-m-o
3rd 0-0mgt-90-96 0-de96gls 0-9egh-mb
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II. Irregular verbs

The majority of Georgian verbs conjugate like the verbs given in the
charts shown above. However, there are some verbs that have irreg-
ular conjugation forms. These verbs should be learned individually

(see appendix IV).

o The verb bgsd you drink, used in this lesson, sounds excessively
formal and outdated in its future, aorist, and optative forms. There-

fore, in these tenses an entirely different verb is used.

Lsgsd (you drink, pres.)
Person | Present Imperfect
Sing.
ist g-lig-09 3-i3-93-co
2nd bg->3 lig-53-c0
3rd Lg-o34 lig-93-o
Pl.
ist 3-b3-03-0 3-s3-33-o-m
2nd Lg-93-m Lig~>9-co-m
3rd s3-53-96 bg-59-wbgb

wsmgg (you will drink, fut.)
Person | Future Aorist Optative
Sing.
1st 531293 RI-30-) Rd-3Qo-m
2nd R o0 920~
3rd ©s-wmggds RI-0-d ©d-mo-mb
Pl
1st RI-3@IFO  |RIFWO-JO | RI-FR0--m
2nd QI-YG-O ©QO-0-9-0 RH-E0-M-0
3rd Q39396 | ®omogl | @s-wmo-mb

39 yogol o6 glsgsd. (pres.)
I don’t drink coffee.

fgab 93 Fyoml 396 gbigsdgom. (imp.)

We couldn’t drink this water.
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Mol amgg, hools oy ysgob? (fur)
What will you have (drink) tea or coffee?

©amag msda8ol Lyeegamdgmm? (aor)
Did you drink a toast for Tamazi?

doco gsgmomm. (opt.)
Let’s have a drink. (/it.: Let’s drink)

[II. Ergative case

When 1st and 3rd conjugation verbs are used in the aorist tense, the
subject of the sentence must be in the ergative case, not in the nomi-
native as in the present, imperfect, and future tenses. Since 1st and
2nd person pronouns (@g I, 396 you, Bggb we, miggb you pl.)
never decline, this rule effectively applies only fo the 3rd person sin-
gular and plural subjects, nouns and pronouns alike.

* The ending of the ergative case is -8s for -o ending nouns, and -3
for all others.

Nom. Ergative Translation

3960  3o59s man
LIS  ©yes-d mother
8yg9 99398  king
amam  amam-d  girl

) LR owl

» All possessive pronouns and adjectives ending with -o should
also be in the ergative when the nouns they modify are in the erga-
tive case. Adjectives ending with vowels other than -o remain
unchanged.

nominative Fgd-0 733Oml-0 ©s
ergative fg3-3s 933 mb-3s ©s3
translation my younger sister
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nominative d56-0 Lsobggfglm Gmdsb-o
ergative d9b6-3s LsobggMgbm Hma6-9s
translation your interesting novel

nominative 3ol-0 dmgeng Lgsgos
ergative 3ab-3 Im gemg Ligogoo-d
translation his/her short article

o The ergative case of personal names most often have the -8
ending.

533808 Tamazim  Gjbogmd Rusikom
woemod Lalim 6736738 Nunum

In the relatively few names that lose the final -o, the ergative
ending will be -8s.

©sgomds Davitma  ®sds6:8s Tamarma
s6BomBs Archilma om&s88s loramma

(See also Borrowed Words and Personal Names in Georgian, page 27.)

IV. The direct object with verbs in the aorist tense

In the aorist, just as in the optative, the direct object will be in the
nominative case, not in the dative/accusative. Notice the case endings
for the subjects and direct objects in the sentences below.

Direct
Tense Subject Object Verb
Present Rgdo Jogoto w©o Vafoml  §amb.
[My little sister a letter is writing]
(nom.) (dat./acc.)

My little sister is writing a letter.
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Direct
Tense Subject Object Verb
Imperfect Rgdo Jogoms ©d Vatomlb  {gtas.
[My little sister a letter was writing.]
(nom.) (dat./acc.)

My little sister was writing a letter.

Future hgdo 3sgo6s @ Vatoml  wofgml.
[My little sister a letter will write.]
(nom.) (dat./acc.)
My little sister will write a letter.

Aorist £g93s Jogams sd  FgMomo  wafgms.
[My little sister a letter wrote. ]
(ergative case) (nom.)
My little sister wrote a letter.

Optative bgdds 3sgos 38 [gfomo  3bos wofgmmb.
[My little sister a letter should write.]
(ergative case) (nom.)
My little sister should write a letter.

V. Aorist with negation 5% and 396

When used with the aorist tense, the negation s usually implies a
conscious decision not to do something, and sounds quite emphatic.
For more neutral statements Georgians use the present perfect tense,
which is not discussed in this book. You can get by if you use gg6
instead of 56 to make the statement less emphatic.

A
35 gb gomdo s gbsby.
I didn’t see this film. (7 didn t want fo.)

99 gL gomdo ggm gbsby.
[ was not able to see this film. (i.e. I have not seen it.)
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B.
3059 bjmms o ssdmegs.

Gia didn’t graduate from school. (she decided to drop out)
8053 Ljmemo ggh rssdmagms.

Gia was not able to graduate from school.

C.
396 gl Amdsbo Mogmd o6 fsozemby?
Why didn’t you read this novel?

domosb aMmdgwos s ggd Fsgogomby.
It’s too long and I couldn’t read it.
VI. Stating an order or request

The aorist tense is used to express an order or request to do
something.

smog gL {sdomo. Drink this medicine.
8503gméyg gL Logygs. Repeat this word.
35880363 hgdo [gfowmo. Send my letter.

To make your request sound polite, add phrases such as:

®7) 390demgds please, if possible
domosh gmbmg if I may ask
oy 36 Agf3bgde if it is no trouble for you

A very casual form of mild request can be expressed by putting s
right after the verb in the aorist tense. In this position &s corresponds
to the English would you or could you. However, in formal situations
the plural form of the aorist tense should be used.
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V. Request in negative form

When asking someone not to do something, the negating particles
56 and 67 are used.

¢ 56 is used with the optative tense. However, s makes a request
very strong, and should not be used in a formal situation.

¢ by used with the present tense or future tense makes a request
sound milder and more polite.

Pay attention to the case of the direct objects whch are in boldface in
the following sentences:

Optative
26 go0dgmeim gl Logggs! (do., nom.)
Don’t repeat this word!

3% pImom rgebm! (do., nom.)
Deon’t drink wine!

Present
b7 03gmMgd 53 Logygels. (d.o., dat./acc.)
(Please) don’t repeat this word.

by womgg wgobmls. (d.o., dat./acc.)
(Please) don’t drink wine.
Exercises

L. Put the following nouns and their qualifiers (pronouns,
adjectives or numerals) in the ergative case.

L gotao amambs

2. dabo Jogots Fods
3. mfo oo Fdz00s
4. ddmsema by
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3960 aMdgmo Lgogos

3mjmg ogmbio 3ods

. Put the 1st conjugation verbs in parentheses in the correct
tenses: present, imperfect, future, aorist, or optative, and fill in
the blanks. All verbs are given in the future tense, 2nd person

singular.
85803 boggMloggge Bo6dob (Ro-vdmagh-9d)

Last year Tamazi graduated from the university.

Bgdo Ygomo (go-gdsgb-o)
?

Did you send my letter?

abobo Bggbmab mals babyga®Bdy (eo-73-53)

They will call us at half past o.ne.

33 35649687 gamo o6 (rs-bodx-s3)

Don’t spend money on this car.

87006 0653 d385MT0 Lagyamg (@o-3oMg-s3)

Yesterday Tina lost her purse a'lt the market.

eyl 3y Lobezo (ro-dse20p-52)

Today I cleaned (tidied up) the; house.

. Put the 3rd conjugation verbs in parentheses in the correct
tenses: present, imperfect, future, aorist, or optative, and fill in
the blanks. The verbs are given in the present tense, 2nd person
singular.

dm3sgom Fgamb gos 53 dsb3do (33d5-md)

Next year, Gia will work in this bank..
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9900 dabsl 08 Gdombdo (Jofs-md)

Emily is renting an apartment in this fegion (this part of the city).

9mo, (5033-53)
Let’s dance.

Mmgs 399603580 ogsgo, HmBge Bgogdo (3bmgH-md)
‘)

When you were in America, in which state did you live?

Mogs omo 3sgoMs agm, domoash JoMase (3933-03)

When Lali was little, she danced very. well.

obobo ymggmmgol gdglol bobgzemdyg (bosom-md)

They always have dinner at half past five.

IV. Put the subjects and objects in the following sentences in the

correct cases. Pay attention to the verbal forms.

(Bgdo 3gamdsta) (LaobggMglm

bgogoo) sl gms.

My friend wrote an interesting article.

(Bgbogm @8 baby) Lotgsbo)

@aMg3bals.

Rusiko and Nana washed the laundry.

(d5303900) 98mdo (g9bdyHmo)
®535dmdgb.

The children are playing football in the yard.

36 aobes (yo39) dom?
Don’t you want to have (to drink) coffee?
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5. o33580l (Lg7dcgde) ({sorgemo
Lbodeggdo) dogmebgb.
Tamazi’s guests were singing Georgian folk songs.

6. 99 x96 (Lowamo) ©535dm83M9d ©d
3969 (ggemgg08mtio) BogMamag.

I will finish dinner first, and then will turn on the TV.

V. Translate the sentences below using appropriate forms of
request or order.

1. Let’s sing this song.

2. Don’t sing this song!

3. Could you make coffee?

4, Please, don’t make coffee, make tea.
5. Let’s make khgchapuri.

6. Shall we make khachapuri?
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Thilisi, Vakhtang
Gorgasali Square
mdoolio, gobgobg
am®aslemols Imgesbo
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miﬁogobo, 3°bgsbg amGasliemols dmgesbo

053580, 9800 ©s Jagobo dmsfdabeols dmagmBy 56036.

9%oeo0:

®ad380:

95306a:

33580

g9oo:

msds80:

dagabo:

0d3dado:

gdomo:

madsdo:

Jggaba:

moddda:

g0o0cmoa:

m33s80:

6o @sdodo byeas!

d0, ols ool gobesbya 3™ golemols dmgesbo. 9L oym
dggo mdomolols 396gM0. Bmgrbols gho Bbstigl
360l Lombols gadste, Jommggeo d®obgosbgdols
dmagoto a32glbos.

og 3ghgoog oym, o6hs?

dm, 5] boemsb aym doogo dgbgmo. Boaed sasl
bl mBImessm Faml ©sofygl sbomo bowal
ddgbgdcnmds s JgBgmo ©ssbaoagl. dmgesbmsb
sbemmb, dmgabogyo dowos. bgeogm?

30¢0- 33 of goysg0 mco 3390l {ob.

0d, d30mb sbenml, Lgbogato 3gBgmos. Gozo
doogamo Ighgoo a5baMogl, bnboggdo ws dooggda
33 39fgmBo gfooe m(jmdebyb.

6ol 280md, dsMoms?! gb sGmmay Iglsbodbogos.
3m30\106ma5 sbammb s6obs 90690 Lobsgmas o
bmdbaco g3emgbos. Gmameg baqb:}m, 9L Segomo
oMol MHgemogoto @M 9M3bgmdals Loddmwmm
LodoMmggenmBo.

dstomea! ob oo ggmglios dmsdy Gmeals
050964L?

ob a0l Ladgdols 89doMa. dalo ddgbgdemmds smsls
sbeosls mmbﬂmﬁgamajglsaa@) Vol wsofygl oo mee
{ ol Fab Qa5dmagMgls.

396 @3550656Ls gl 399690 mds?

dogemds lsad.)ﬁ)m;};]qma—daﬁdm dogdds,
00869L39b903s ©o bbgaesbbgs mMasbodogogdds.
3meom, fggbo gdlggdbos gmBasbeols dmgebowsb
w@ogofyma.

doenosb 3°680. Yogoegm.
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Thilisi, Vakhtang Gorgasali Square

Tamazi, Emily and Kevin are on Mtatsminda platean.

Emily:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Emily:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Emily:

Tamazi:

Kevin:

Tamazi:

Tamazi:

What a beautiful view!

Down there is Vakhtang Gorgasali Square. This was the
center of old Thilisi. On one side of the square is Sioni
Cathedral, the main church of Georgian Christians.

There was a mosque here too, wasn’t there?

Yes, here, near the bridge there was a Shiite mosque. But in
1950 they started building a new bridge and demolished the
mosque. There is a Botanical Garden near the bridge. Do
you see it?

[ know. I was there two weeks ago.

There, near the Garden, there is a Sunni mosque. After
(when) they demolished the Shiite mosque, the Shiites and
the Sunnis prayed together in this mosque.

You don’t say, really? This is truly remarkable.

Near the square there are a Jewish synagogue and an
Armenian church. As you see, this place is a symbol of
religious tolerance in Georgia.

Yes indeed! When did they build that big church on the
hillside?

This i8 Trinity Cathedral. Its construction was begun in
1996 and finished two years ago.

Who financed the building?

All of Georgia—individuals, businessmen, and various
organizations.
Let’s start our excursion with Gorgasali Square.

Very well. Let’s go.



208

BEGINNER'S GEORGIAN

Vocabulary

dmgesbo [moedani]
Jmogm [p’lat’o]
bggo [xedi]
Jeobgosbo [krist*iani]
dmdgoto [mtavari]
dahgoo [mecheti]
boo [xidi]
Boogco [shiit uri]
wsofygls aor. [daits’q’es]
399bgdemmds [mshenebloba]
©ssbgmogl aor [daangries]
dmgsbo yyMo [bot’anik uri]
50 [baghi]
bywago pres. [xedavt]
bgbogmto [sunit uri]
cogymmdebyb imperf. [lotsulobdnen]
By [martlats]
glsbadbogo [shesanishnavi]
9oMd@o [ebrauli]
Lobogmas [sinagoga]
Lbmdbgeco [somxuri]

93 glos [ek’lesia]
seaomo [adgili]
Hg@oa07)o [religiuri]
HMEmgMabgmdo [t’olerant’oba]
Loddmem [simbolo]
35d39bgls aor: [aashenes]
asdmagigls aor: [daamtavres]
essgobsbls aor [daapinansa]
396 9dm [k’erdzo]

(city) square

plateau, flat top of
a mountain

view

Christian

main

mosque

bridge

Shiite

(they) started

construction

(they) demolished

botanical

garden

(you) see

Sunni

(they) prayed

indeed

remarkable

Jewish (referring to
inanimate things)

synagogue

Armenian (referring to
inanimate things)

church

place

religious

tolerance

symbol

(they) built

(they) competed,
finished

(s/he) financed

private
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Joho [p’iri] person
ofasbodoos [organizatsia] organization
gdbgelas [eksk’ursia] excursion

ldiomatic Expressions and Culture Notes

¢ 3msfdobes or literally Holy Mountain is the name of a high
hill overlooking Thilisi. In 1906 a cable railway to the top of the
mountain was completed. The funicular road, visible from every
point of the city, became the most recognizable landmark of
Thilisi, like the Empire State building in New York or the Eiffel
Tower in Paris. Another name for the mountain is 88> ©sgomols
3ms, or the Mountain of St. David, The name was given in honor
of Father David, a revered sixth-century monk. According to
legend, he lived in a cell that he had carved into the rocky slope of
the mountain. In the ninth century, a church was built on the site
of the legendary cell. Over the following years, the church was
rebuilt and restored several times. Since the nineteenth century,
the cemetery attached to the church has been the resting place of
the most outstanding Georgian poets, writers, and other prominent
personalities. Burial at the cemetery of the Holy Mountain (or
Pantheon, as Georgians call it) was the highest posthumous honor,
and was bestowed even during the Soviet period.

v gsbpoba amGasbomo Vakhtang Gorgasali was a fifth-century
ruler of Kartli, the heartland of present-day Georgia. He made
Thilisi the capital city of his kingdom. A well-known myth about
Thbilisi’s founding tells us that, during a hunting expedition,
Vakhtang discovered hot sulfur springs in the forest and decided to
build a city there. The name Tbilisi stems from the word mdommo
warm. Until today, the famous public bathhouses of the city are
supplied with the water from many underground hot springs which
give off a distinctly detectable smell of sulfur. Vakhtang led long
and often victorious battles against the Persians, who tried to
impose their control over the land. Gorgasali or wolf head is actu-
ally a Persian name given to the king because of his helmet with a
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figure of a wolf on the top. Vakhtang became a folk hero admired
for his military skill and courage.

® Lombob godato Sioni Cathedral is the seat of the supreme leader
(Catholicos) of the Georgian Church. At present, His Holiness Ilia
IT holds the title.

* bmBbjMo g3emqbios Armenian Church. Both Georgians and Arme-
nians are Orthodox Christians. However, at the beginning of the
sixth century the two groups split on the basis of theological con-
siderations and have remained divided ever since.

* Gmame bgesgm means as you see.

Grammar

I. Syncope in personal names

In Lesson 6, we discussed syncopation of vowels -», -5, and -m in
the genitive case when they are followed by the consonants e2, 3, b.
and 6. The same rule applies to personal last names. Since the rule is
often ignored in the spoken language, it is not a serious grammatical
error if you forget to syncopate these vowels.

Nom. gamtiagob-sm-o  (gfgo-gm-o  sdomsbg-s6-o
Gen. amMadl-m-ol  Fygom-em-al  3Famsbg-MH-obs

1. Impersonal constructions

In sentences where the subject is not specified, Georgian uses the
verb in the 3rd person plural (they) form. This type of sentence can
be translated into English using both active and passive forms.

9L boo smo Fwol Fob s58969k.
They built this bridge ten years ago.
This bridge was built ten years ago.
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Jomagdol 39680 Msdwgbody dggmo Tgbmds wosbaMogls.
They demolished several old buildings in the center of the city.
Several old buildings were demolished in the center of the city.

8] dscol 33969demmds wsofygls.
They started building a garden here.
{Building of) a garden has been started here.

III. Ergative case of pronouns

I the verb is in the aorist or optative tense, the pronouns (personal,
indicative or interrogative) should be in the ergative case. However,
only 3rd person pronouns (ols ke/she, obobo they) change in the
ergative case; the rest 8g I, 896 you, Bggb we, mgggb you pl)
have the same form as in the nominative case.

» The third person plural pronoun (t#ey) has identical forms in the
ergative and dative cases.

I you he/she we you (pl.) they

Nom. 35 dg96 ob hggb omgggb oliobo
Dat. dg dgb sk figgb omgggb oo
Erg. 39 dgb 3s6 figgb mdggb dom

89 cegb bogodyml goggmgd.
I'am making a khachapuri today.
9 cogl badodnMo go3939:y.
I made a khachapuri today.

896 bogog 09 ImGghggls?
Are you painting this portrait?
36 ©obsgg gl Imeggee?
Did you paint this portrait?

ols Lsobggglim Lgsgosls Foml.
He is writing an interesting article.
356 Loobggglim Lgogos wsfgms.
He wrote an interesting article.
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obobo ggbdyHml 3oMase Msdsdmdgh.
They play football well.

B gqbdyfmo JoMase 0msdadygl.
They played football well.

o Indicative pronouns ols that and gls this will be in their indirect
forms: 8 and 08.

gl dodo joMasw dmgMoals.
This boy sings well.

33 30335 3oMadw@ 0drmyMs.
This boy sang well.

ols 35630 3m3bggdls BMals.
That bank is increasing interest rates.
03 256335 IBm(3gbggdo addsmws.
That bank increased interest rates.

e The pronoun gob who does not change in the ergative case.

gob 9303l oby Swcg?
Who is calling so early?
306 ©sMg35 98 omom?
Who called this morning?

IV. Use of 30bcs I want and 3bws I should

80bws 7 want is a verb and it conjugates, i.e. changes its form, with,
various pronouns in singular and plural forms. gbes must, ought to,
should is an auxiliary like shall or should and it does not conjugate;
but rather has the same form with all pronouns. Verbs in the optative
tense preceded by 56 should are translated as an infinitive,
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Person 80bes (I want) 465 (I should)
Sing.
st 39 80bws I want 39 1bwo 1 should

2nd 1396 aobes youwant  |dgb 7bes  |you should
3rd  [3sls 9bs he/she wants |8s6 36s  |he/she should
Pl.
st Bggb agobes |we want Bggb 3bws |we should
2nd  ;ofg9b aobmsm|youwant  |mgggb 7bwes |you should
3rd 850 7bom  [theywant  [8s; 9bes |they should

As the chart above indicates, these two verbs have the same form
io the 3rd person singular. However, the subject with 80bgs want is
in the dative case, while 96xs should requires the subject be in the
ergative case.

Neither 806s want nor 4bws should form inseparable units with
the optative verbs they precede. However, more often than not, 36cs
should is placed right before the verb in optative tense.

In order to understand the meaning of a sentence correctly, you
should pay attention to the case of the subject.

8k (dat.) 7brs dabob JoMs vegl gomsobogmls.
She wants to pay the rent today.

886 (erg.) d3obols JoMs eegl 3bes goesobsemb.
She should (has to) pay the rent today.

The 3rd person plural pronoun olsebo they has the form 8so both for
the dative and ergative cases. However, 3bwcs should, ought to, must
will not have the plural marker -o at the end of the verb since it does
not decline.

%0 (dat.) 9beom gymo 53 8563d0 Tg0856mb.
They want to deposit money in this bank.

30 ferg) gamo 53 d5b3do 3bes dgogsbmb.
They should deposit money in this bank.
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V. The verb to be

The verb o be is one of the highly irregular verbs; if has different
roots in every tense. In Lesson 8, the conjugations chart of its present,
imperfect, and future tense was given. Here we add its aorist and
optative forms.

bad (you are)

Person |Present |[Imperfect/Aorist |Future Optative |
Sing. |
ist 396 3-0455-0 3-0gbgd-o 3-04-m

2nd boe 0yo3-0 0gbg0-0 og-m

3rd sto-b 0g-m 0gbg0-> oy-mb

Pl

ist 36-0  |3-0453-0-00 3-04b90-0-00 |g3-0g-m-m
2nd bath-m 0453-0-0 agbgd-0-o | oy-m-o
3rd S60-56 0g43-696 0gbg0-00b | 0-g3-696

Note the boldfaced forms of ogm and oggbgb in this chart. ogm for
the 3rd person singular in imperfect/aorist tense coincides with the
2nd person singular form in optative. oggbgb has the same form in
the 3rd person plural imperfect/aorist and in optative.

In order to understand correctly the meaning of these forms, have
in mind the following rule of thumb: egem and oggb496 are in the opta-
tive tense and should be translated as the infinitive fo be only if they
are preceded by verbs of the 4th conjugation (want, can, etc.) or the
word gbs (must, have to, should).

A. To be in the imperfect/aorist tense

hgdo d3s oMb 053mbosdo ogm.
My brother was in Japan last year.

30b ogm ols Loddsgogda joio?
‘Who was that nice man?

sl 3g060l sMhomo @8 mobs (sub./nom.) Bggbmsb ogygbab.
Last week Archili and Tina were at our place.

83306 obobo mgogmdo 0ygbgb.
Yesterday they were in the theater.
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B. 7o be in the optative tense
3t gobres bgow Bggbmab agm?
Don’t you want to be with us tomorrow?

ool gbes ogm Lawegycde?
When should you be at the station?

bg1egbggoo @omols 9 Lasmdy 5] zbes oygbgb.
The student must be here at 9 o’clock in the morning.

dom gbosm dmdsgoc Fagmb Lajomggemmo 0g3696.
They want to be in Georgia next year.

¢ The verb fo be and verbs of motion (Bogmegs® I am going,
8oobat you are going, etc.) do not have direct objects and do
not require the ergative case.

Exercises

I. Fill in the blanks with personal pronouns in the appropriate
form.

L (hggb) 1330 goboromgo.
We already had dinner.
2. (obobo) 1boggtloggao mca Fmols

Fob pssdmogmgls.
They graduated from the university two years ago.

3. {396) eogl Hmeol asomgody?
When did you wake up today?

1. @y sbamo IGmgdgo wsgoVyy.
I started a new project.

5. (ob) d0bs ggMmbmab sbemml
ogoMsgo.

He (she) rented an apartment near the subway.
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6. (mgsgb) 9%ool {gfomo
adsgadagbgm, sms?
You sent a letter to Emily, didn’t you?

II. Fill in the blanks with appropriate forms of the verb 3obes
want or the auxiliary 5bws should. Refer to the verb chart in
Grammar section IV in this lesson.

L 3sb Labfmogme ada833bmbs gb
Ladgmgdo Lagembmdo.
She (he) should urgently send these documents to the embassy.

2. 53 Lo@sdmb Bggb aosbomasb

©83Mg3mo.
Tonight we want to call Gia.

3. Jomorgmo gzgogbog gobfsgem.
I want (would like) to learn Georgian better.

4. w©ogl 396 gl Foabgdo dodmomomgisdo
©350M73bm.
Today you should return these books to the library.

5. %som shoea jmidogegco
oyoremb.
They want to buy a new computer.

6. Jab o6 od oo bsbo
0d3dagmbs.

She (he) does not want to work here for long.

7. 8om dabals JoMs eyl
adswsobsemb.
They should pay the rent today.

8. m3giols doemgmgdo bgoew oyogm.
You should buy opera tickets tomorrow.
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IIL. Fill in the blanks with appropriate forms of the verb fo be in
the present, future, imperfect/aorist, or optative tense.

L Lo83sds0l gdomo mdagmolsdo
‘On Tuesday Emily will be here.

2 gb Bggbo 3989730.
This is our museum.

1 g73d0b god Lgmemsdo o6
Yesterday Gia was not in school.

4. dom03b Jobrs sbens dgbmsb
1 wish (want very much) to be with you right now.

3 bow 896565 ©> wos goligee 33065L7?
Where were Manan and Lia last week?

6. dgModo s dolo gmeno Lo ?
Where are Merabi and his wife?

7. Bom gboom Mgs Lssomolmgol Lsbemdo

They want to be at home by eight o’clock.

8. Bsdools goboorgme o 1bws
You must be here on Saturday by all means.

9. Msdmgbo bobo 3390 35da?
For how long will you (p/.) be in America?

10. doemg obobog Bggbmsb
Soon they too will be with us (at our place).







KEey T0 EXERCISES

Lesson 1

L

L 5 335300! 4. 6> oos!
2.6 geos! 5. 6o ebagMoes!

3 65 Lobobstgenms! 6. 65 Jogsmss!

[i

1. 39M3sbyemo dab 3o

2. soymo ©gobm

3. égbo Lgnegbgo

4. gfobao admmdsgo
5. s396eggmo asdgmo

m.

L gldsbyco qb3eb Mo in Spanish
2. Jmmmbyte  Jmwmmbymow  in Polish
3. 361500 3O dE in Arabic
4. ogomolyto  ogomoyjMor  in ltalian

V.
A,
L 33 3oMpoe gmmsdstogmd Jofhommam.

2 0396 @333 3mdar agomoyMon?

335 gmadsMogmd sModmie @ ImmmbyMoe.
B

3y s8gMozgmo Lggegbgo g3o6. Bgdo Lobgmoes xmbo, 3y
35bmgHmd ©s 39735md mdoemolido. 3g o d0bsls gdoMomd. g
330G 3md JoMmgensr, dogMsd (s,

v,

L mo3880:  bmgmdm

2. dagobo:  dobals

A 203580: 33960390, obamoligmo

219
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4. 49g0ba: bﬂa‘ﬁ)ngQn
5. m38880:  830GHI3MdM

Lesson 2

L

A.

1. 39 o st gbmgmms.

2. o396 bymensdo 56 3Bomdan.
3. dggobo gadgob s jombyemmals.
B

1. 3y Joomggemo Lggegbgo scs gom.
2. 996 @s 3539030 3 bam?

3. momo 9 o6 shobs.

C.
1. emgb 33630 @od o6 sMob.

2. 3g063b Lzmmd rsgggomo 6 stols.
3. 53580 Labmdo >6 sMols.

I1.

L. gls 098580l Labwoa.

2. Jg30ba jotae Lgyegbgoes
3. mamo ©33939070s.

III.

L Lssmdo 4. Bozogmdo
2. §3Bsdo 5. 336380

3. a98gmda 6. 3gtHyda

-

1. @08580: bom

2. Jggobo:  goasw

3. madodo: 3y, gobmdo

4. 4ggobo:  30bmdo, gowals

5. 058380:  “Grylbmaggede,” goemdo
6. Jgg0bo:  Losdmgbgdom

7. 33580: 9Bse oysgo

8. Jggobo:  gogdbgdo



Key to Exercises

Lesson 3

L

L gbomghmdgh 4. joobymmmd
2 bffsgmmdls 5. cmadomogmd
3. g839m90 6. 33omd9b
IL

L mowbo mosbl  mmsbdo  mosbdg
2. 30be Jobels  30bmdo  3obmBg
k3 JgoMs  3g060l  330M8do  jgoMady

1mgg  oggl  oggde  ogyly

1.

1 ondotmsb 4. Jgmobmbomsb
2 gobmbosh 5. esdoborb

3. 3335bmob 6. bomgmabimab

IV.

1.9g6 Lgaegbgo bom s61?

2. momo mgggbo wss, 36?7
3.9b ogggbo dabss, ds?

4. w4396 89 gbmgBmom, 36s?

V. Check on the conjugation of these verbs in Appendix ITI.

Lesson 4

L
1. Qogals 4. doeasb

2. dorobom 5. domobstiom
3. Bogrogatio 6. Bogmogstm

IL

L. ofsgemo o6 bfogammdls ogomoaym gbsb.
2 ogomogt gbol oMsgemo 36 Lagamdls.
3 o6 bfogenmdls ofsgmo ogomonm gbsb.
1. 36 Lfogeomdls ogomoy®d gbsl afsjmo.

221
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1. Check on the conjugation of these verbs in Appendix III.

Iv.

A.

L Lo stals 930607 or gqgobo Lswe sMab?

2. bo athols dgbo Fgamdsmo? or dgbo dgamdamo Lo sGals?
3. bae ool Ladomgamgdm? or LodoMgsmgdm bog ofal?
B.

L. gob o>Gals obs 3oge? or als jogo gob stols?

2. gob dowols 35856 da? or 0585Mdo gob doals?

3. gob 56 @333 3mdlL or obgmoliyfoe gob oM
obaemolinMoe? @038 3mdls

C.

1. gobas gbs Foabo? or gl ﬁnaﬁo g0L0s?

2. gobos gl gmd3o7genca? or gl 3md3oggco gabos?
3. gabos gl Lofmemo mmobo? or gl bofmemo mmsbo gobios?

V.
1. 53, g 4. 0b, od
2. ol 5. 80, od

3.9, 88 6. gbs, 08

Lesson 5

L

L 5 or Hmdgem 4. Mmdgeno

2. dmdgemo 5. BHmamEio

3. Hoge® 6. Bmgmm

II.

1. yggemady coro 6. domomos

2. JdogoMs 7. y3ggeedy dmgang
3. 3969bo 8. bojmgdo

4. yggmodg o8s30 9. YgMmm 03900

3. bogzgoglim 10. yggemodg gotgo or Lagzgomgbem



Key to Exercises

IIl.
L 63 gobwrs 4. 3353
2. yggemo, bomo 5. ggagesMosbymo

3. bmeAz0 6. oygdls

Lesson 6

I

L Jomal 3ds 4. 805l Lbobmo

2. ¥gamdtials Fgthomo 5. 6767 Bgamdsta
3. 3abols gobowgdn 6. 338mdeaols jogo
1.

A,

L. Bgdomgals 4. Rggbmgals

2. 3obmgols 5. Bsmmgols

3. 3gborgols 6. mgggbagols

l.v dobabsbmgals 3. bgsmobimgols
2. g8omolingol 4. BgBo colimgols
C.

L gobogols

2. gobogols

118
1. 3sbgsboon 3. dogtom
2. Bog0 oo 4. ggPHmmo, gojlom

V.

L. §sengd0 7. amgmgdo
2. bobydgde 8. 3omdgdo
3. 3g8mdangdo 9. Labgamgde
4. 3009900 10. 358700
3. bagdggdo 11. 3§ gthemgdo
6. 3a9%0 12. 303900

223
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Lesson 7

L

L bmd o6 oo 95696 Lo stols?

2. 338aMdo bm3 st JorobaBm?

3. Jotrogmo bambamo LodogMgdo bmd Mo aodgm?
4. o396 d0b5L bm3 36 ddohoggom?

5. 0b gogo dgbo 3gBmdgmo bmd o6 stols?

6. mobsls d3s 53 356380 bm3 o6 37Tomdb?

II.

1. T am Georgian; my friend, however, is American.

2. Lali speaks English well but does not speak French.

3. Emily is renting a one-room apartment, and Nunu is renting a two-
room one.

4. This CD is expensive, while that one is cheap.

1I1.

1. My two friends are leaving for Italy tomorrow. (docols)

2. Tina and Lali work in this store. (3335md96)

3. These girls live in that house. (3bmgMHmdgb)

4. These three boys sing Georgian folk songs very well. (dmgtols)
5. Rusudan’s daughter goes (studies) to this school. (L sgermdls)
6. On Saturday five American doctors will arrive in Tbilisi.

(hsdmeols)
IV.
A.
1. mgo 20 5. gbMsdgg0 19

2. Bgodggo 17 6. 309980 13
3. ommb3ggo 14 7. om@3gg0 12
4. mgthmdggo 11 8. mggdgldggo 16
B

1.12th  5.4th

2.16th 6. 5th
3.10th  7.15th

4. 7th 8. 18th



V.

L mobals bobggothos.
2. mMob babggomos
3. 9gocols bsbggotios

Lesson 8

L

L 9330m39da
2, g3bmgMgdeo

3. 330336 73L OR ©os3magmgols 9

4. 59358smdom
3 3d8wd, F5abs
6. afggogls.

II. Check on the conjugation of these verbs in Appendix III.

Key to Exercises

.

L gogbgdom 5. ogbgos.

2. ogdbgd0 6. oysgom

3. gogdgom 7. gogdbgde

4. agm 8. oym

IV,

L Vanﬂnaﬁo 4. e0dmbosbo
L bgmomgdasbo 5. Baomosbo
3. Jofosbo 6. dmgatosbo
Lesson 9

’I‘

Lacdh 4. 56

2, 396 5.96

3. g9 6. 569, g9t

4. Jotrggemob bsbggeios
5. 3bobs babggsmas
6. omhdggol babggstios

. ©5353mdyh.

@306 3mdgb

@3M9393
. La83mdgb

. a%a8agbo
. 039mM9des
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11. Check on the conjugation of these verbs in Appendix III.

1.

L. madamsbs, ggdama oo
2. 396, 3360

3. 351, mEAmmsbosba dobs
4. 350, Bggbo dobsdstroo
5.33, oo ememsmo

6. mgggb, mdgms

Iv.

1.aggb 4. (3)ygogl
2.3y088 5. addgm

3.83y93L6 6. 5z

Lesson 10

I

L. GmgmMo (or Gmdgmo) 5. Lacsg

2. Gayg 6. Lo

3. oo 7. gob

4. ool 8. Bmamby
11

L babmorsh 4. 39amdtabinsb
2. 3x500lig5b 5. gobiapb
3. hogoamwab 6. Bomasb

II1.

1. 356565Lns6 4. Bggbmab

2. hgdomsb 5. 3gamdmgdmob
3. ds0Bsmmob 6. gfodmab

V.

1. gobsmob
2. 30ba56
3. golbmsb
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Lesson 11

L

L dggogobm 4. abfsgmmls
2. ogomls 5. adgszgomm
3 afaggbmls 6. oJoogmb

IL
L dga0demosm. 3. 8g30dwmas
2. 3ga0dem0d 4. 393000

1.

L dmmo gogo s badbgoto sgommo.

% dmeo gobog8dmm.

1 dm@o aogyoema Bggbo dggma dobgobs.

N,
l. @mre bgomm mdghede [ogoregm.

2 dmgoo eegl a0sbmsb dogorgo (or Fogocgm).
3. Bmeo sbmo d385Mdo Fogorgo.

\.

I. gamnddsdmm
L gagbyGmo
3 goyoemm

Lesson 12

. 38aBs amambod 4. 3omoemds bgyd
. dobds Jdvgomo Fodsd 5. 8969s gMdgemds Ligsgosd
MAds ©oeds dogoesd 6. Imymyg MgoMmds 3953

2

‘wd |

iL

I, @853magis 4. msbotixm
2 aoaBogby 5. wogemias

* ®a6)39396 6. RogomIzYy
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118

1. 0d7daggdl 4. gbmgHmdeo
2. Jotamdl 3. 5533932

3. gogggamom. 6. bogommdgh

V.

L. B533s Igamdamds, LsabggMgbm Lgsgos
2. G7bogm3 ©s 63bs3, Lamgsbo

3. 353839%0, ggbd g ol

4. yogo

5. ligdmgdo, Jatmge Lodogmgdl

6. bygoeml, ggegz08mel

V.
L. 3meo gb Lodmghs godoghma.

2. 3671 0dmgo gl bodogms!

3. yogo aosggmy, M3? OR ga0dmos yogs asszgom?
4. domoab ambmg, ysgols by s3gmgd, bsa gss3gmyg.
5. dmeo bsadgio gogszgomo.

6. 4539390mo badsdyo?

Lesson 13

L

1. Bggb 4. 39

2. 3om 5. 356

3. 396 6. ogggb
1I.

L. 3bws 5. Hbesm

2. ag0bs 6. gbo

3. dobes 7. 9bwms

4. 3bws 8. mbgo
1I1.

L odbgds 6. s6ash
2. sthols 7. oygbgb
3. aym 8. oym

4. goym 9. ofbgdom
5. 0ygbgb  10. ogbgdosk



GEORGIAN-ENGLISH GLOSSARY

Parts of speech for each entry are abbreviated and italicized. (Please
refer back to the list of abbreviations on p. 17.) Syncopating vowels
of nouns are printed in italics. All verbs (except for the verb be) are
given in the present-tense, 2nd-person singular form, followed by
the preverb that forms the future tense in parentheses. (The verb be
is given in its verbal noun form gmgbs.)) The numbers and capital
letters in parentheses following the English translations of the verbs
indicate conjugation groups and subgroups. In addition, the aorist
form of irregular verbs is given.

Sample entry:

s-39m-90 (a5-) v. (you) do, make, prepare, cook (1,A)
The abbreviation v. indicates the word is a verb; the second-person
singular form is s3gmgd meaning you make; 9o is the PFSF, ie.,
the present/future stem formant; the addition of (go-) to the present
tense—ass jgmgd—creates the future tense, meaning you will make.

The verb is of the 1st conjugation group, subgroup A (1, A). (All con-
jugation charts can be found in Appendix III.)

) seegomse adv. easily

2338569 #. bathroom swehg adv. early, earlier

2063690 (@3-) v. (you) return  -gl-9d (@g-) v (you) fill, fill out
fs.th) (1,A) (s.th.) (1, C)

»¥Hggae-90 (3-) v. (you) sggmco n. author
flatten (1, A) 5860 n. opinion, idea

s-a2-90 (39©s-) v. (you) throw so here you are, here (it is), look
away (1, C) s0g-5-6o n. balcony

s-gfdgen-9d (39-) v. (you) 3-39336-9% (s-) v (you) knock
continue (1, A) (at) (1, A)

ssdosbo ». human being, 3-39090 (a9-) v. (you) do,
person make, prepare, cook (1, A)

323690 (8g-) v. (you) compare  5-253-9% (k3-) v. (you) tidy up,
{1,A) cleanup (1, A)

sggomo n. place S>-md-md (xs-) v (you) soften,

smgomo adj. easy soak (1, A)

229
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se0dsm adj. probably

38sbmdado adv. meanwhile

38sgo adj. proud

33 bsgsdmls tonight

33dsgo n. event, fact, happening /
383930 pl. / sbaemo s3dgd0 pl.
1. NEWS

3396ogs America

33360390 adj. American
(person)

389G og7eo adj. American
(thing)

3-985c2-99 (3m-) v. (you) prepare
(1,A)

>-dmsgi-gd v. (you) complete,
finish, graduate (1, A)

330bo 1. weather

sb or

sbasmoado n. account

363693 (xs-) v. you) demolish
(1, ar)!
©s-v-bato-q v. aor/imp,

s6ag0b pron. nobody

stabmegls adv. never

36og-g-6o 1. nothing

séhggbgdo pl. n. elections

sbsbmo 7. lighter, matches

slsg adv. so, this way, this
manner

slsgmo adj. this kind, like this

slidoMabgo 7. graduate student

sLiem -4 (B9-) v. (you) fulfill,
carry out (a task) (1, A)

sL§sgem-o v. (you) teach (1, B)

»Lfme-g0 (a9-) v. (you) correct
(1,A)

34b-53 (gs-) v (you) pour (1) /
©s-5Ub-o v. gor/imp.

s&-4-9o n. peach

BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

s-ggmdob9o (B5-) v. (you)
inform (1, A)

sgmosgdo n. drugstore

sg adv. here / 5ggesb from
here / sggg right here

s-Joogd (a5-) v (you) lease,
rent out (1, A)

ssbgem-9d (g9-) v. (you) heat up
(s.th.) (1, A)

s-3b-md (g33m-) v. (you) bake
(1,€)

seegmds n. Easter

s--9d, ao- v. (you) open (1, C)

s@dmbsgmgmo adj. east

sedmbogmgm badoGmggemm
East Georgia

s-go (s-) v. (you) spread,
sprinkle (1, B)

$-896-93 v. (you) build (1, A)

s-Byi-9d, (35-) v. to stop (5.0. or
s.th) (1,A)

sbeas adv. now

sbenmd-g-emo adj./n. loved one,
relative

sbenm () adv. near, nearby

o

doeox -s-bo n. eggplant

058-0-60 n. farmer’s market

datgo n. luggage

dao n. garden

dgcbogo adj. happy

d9bogqds n. happiness

39360 adj. many, much

393 9o n. Ting / bagmGFobm
39390 wedding ring

d0demos 7. bible

%086glso 7. business

50869ls8gb0 #. businessman
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domgmo n. ticket

dobs #. apartment, residence

do3o n. boy

dmeodo 7. excuse (me)

dmeodls gobeo I apologize

dmoemo 7. bottle

dmemm adj. last, final; #. end

dmmmls adv. finally

dmlsgbggemo n. vegetables

dmgobo 3o adj. botanical

367be-49-0 (@s-) v. (you) return
(from) (2, A)

gsqols.sb.sfgo n. payment

g9dgmo n. newspaper

admbmgomo adj. married
(woman)

2933300 7. lesson, tutorial
4%9goeggero 7. salesperson
833mmgds n. expression

admgeomads 7. experience
3dbsmemgds 1. education

39570 1. garage

aoloagdo adj. clear, intelligible

gobogndos v. I see

asbsmgdo n. key

853 (you) have (thing)
adgoe o adj. sold out
asbggds n. stop, stopping /
$g5md7bols goBggds bus stop
(/it.: a stop of bus)

3~sblmgls v (you) remember
(4. A)

ao-6bggbos v. (you) prefer
(4.B)

a0-ggs®ls v. (you) love, like
(+.B)

839Gogemmo adj. delicious, tasty
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a908m n. taste

33®3s605 Germany

89%3sbgmo adj. German
(person)

89%3sbwo adj. German (thing)

ag-dobos v. (you) are afraid
4,C)

89 -BJs49d-» v. (you) are ina
hurry (4, C)

a3o6o n. last name

8390 n. side; page

agaécom dat. by the side, next
to (s.th. or s.0.)

8-8536-0 (85-) v. (you) send
(1, B)

a0-bs v. (you) want (4, B)

(3)3seemd (») v. thank you

abgdsgm v. pol. (do) you wish

amam(bs) n. girl

acsbgo n. grant, scholarship

8-8os v. (you are) hungry (4)

a-3ogos v. (you) need (4, B)

a-4ogL v. (you) have (person)
4, A)

@

@ n. sister; conj. and
©5-d3s n. siblings
©odor4ds . birth
©adsrgdols ey birthday
©3dems adv. below, down
©53939d 70 adj. busy
©d3gsomo adj. closed, locked
@3dmagMgogeo adj.
completed, finished
w@asbs #. knife
oMo n. grief
©strosbo ad)j. sad, grief
stricken
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esbogemgmo adj. west

esbsgmgm badsGmggenm West
Georgia

@ 3769d 7o adj. sure,
convinced

<-gb (@s-) v (you) put (on)
(1,0

©-9% (83-) v. (you) put in, into
1,6

oo adj. big, large, great

QyLmyg-S-e20 1. queen

©gos 7. aunt, auntie

ggowesdgomo n. cousin (on
mother § side)

©oems /1. morning

colsgBgasgos n. dissertation

gmmsta n. dollar

Gm n. time

eGmgdom ady. temporarily

wGmds #. flag, banner

g #. day
eegls adv. today

gamam adj. Jewish (person)

90Game adj. Jewish (thing)

9890 maybe, what if

93%m n. Euro

93mds n. Europe

a3e=gbos n. church

93Msbo n. screen

geobo n. ambassador

9b6s n. tongue, language

96dm 3396gbo n. omelet

g%msce adv. together, together
with

96mdsbgmoe each other

9dodo n. doctor (medical)

adlgaebos n. excursion

BEGINNER'S GEORGIAN

a¥age v (you) smoke (1) /
3mYog v. aor/imp.

9330 n. doubt

933-md v. doubt (3, A)

qbems adv. now (regional)

g.sqo n. debt, duty
g%9ma n. apple
goc7as n. currency / ggbmyco
gomyyes foreign currency
396l 3gemoge n. star /
Jobmgodljgemago n.
movie star
gotxodo 7. exercise
gotx0d-md v. exercise (3, A)
39398°Mosbgme adj. vegetarian
39Ggbemo n. silver
396 gbemols 3mgdo silver spoon
gob pron. who
gobdg pron. anybody, somebody

3

8ga adv. the day after tomorrow

89080 n. celebration, festival,
holiday

8908-md v (you) celebrate (3, A)

83bgo adj. precise, exact

8abgoce adv. precisely, exactly

()]

mogolsggomo adj. free;
unoccupied

msdsdo n. game, play

®3353-md v. (you) play (3, A)

oohm n. shelf / fogbgdals
®sm book shelf

®sGHx0dsbo n. interpreter

ogsg6o n. theater
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ogg80 £. fish

mgoto adj. white; n. tetri
(Georgian currency / small
change)

mggdo n. plate

mgoeo /1. eye

ogg n. month

mgo3fo adj. monthly

moomo 7. finger

momm adj. each

mooJdols adj. almost

oy or, if

o363 adv. apparently

o396 pron. you

odggbo pron. your

obmgbs 1. request

0

osgo adj. cheap

osgsgo n. floor

0-30¥g-9d (=s-) v. (you) forget
(1,A)

o-ogem-o (5-) v. (you) count
(1, D)/ ms-0-mgosm4 v.
aor./imp.

ofgommo 1. e-mail

obgmolsgemo adj. British
(person)

obgemoligéo adj. English
(thing) / obgemoligoe in
English

obszéo n. turkey

obgdgm v. pol. here you are

obggbggo 1. Internet

abggbgg eogdo n. Internet
club

o-b-93, (5-) v. (you) chose (1) /

sotbog v. aor./imp.
oligg again

0139699 (xs-) v. (you) rest,
relax

obgmos n. history

algmeogmbso n. historian

07Goligo n. lawyer

09 (s-) v. (you) take, pick up
(1,C)

0-2-90 (80-) v. (you) receive
(1,C)

0-©30d-9% (g-) v. (you) wake up
(1,A)

08305me adj. rare, unusual,
precious

0dg0smoce adv. rarely,
infrequently

033-59, (Bs-) v. get dressed (1) /
Bs-osg-0 v. aor./imp.

ogo V. (you) know (1, E)

036-m3 (g5-) v. (you) meet
someone, are introduced (1, D) /
gv0gsbo v aor/imp.

0-906-9d (xs-) v (you) fall asleep
(1,A)

0-¥49d (=s-) v (you) start (1, C)

o-be-o (gogs-) v. (you) pay
(1, D)/ goo-o-bse4 v.
aor./imp.

o-be-o (39-) v (you) take off
(coat, shoes, etc.) (1, D)/
as-o-bow-g v. aor/imp.

3909 n. dress

Jomsmogmbo n. Catholicos,
head of the Georgian Church

3%3smo n. argument

398sm-md v. (you) argue (3, A)

39bmbo n. law / 396mbm adj.
illegal
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3o®sgo n. butter / 3o65gos6o
adj. with butter

35Ma-93 (s-) v. (you) lose (1, A)

3Jogo adj. good, nice

3%®o adj. door

JoMgmgogmo n. potato

3oGgmgomols o3t g mashed
potatoes (/it.: mash of potato)

Jogo n. cat

3°%3969%o0s n. cafeteria

3%¢© n. man, human being

JZ’OQO n. tooth

Jgooe2o adj. kind

39%9do n. dish (food)

33%9dm adj. private

339ogbo n. egg

3o conj. and, however, on the
other hand

3o yes

Joggg more, one€ more

3oobgs n. question

Joobem-md v. (you) read, ask
(1,F)

oo n. kilogram (short form)

Jobm n. movie, movie theater

3obmgodls ggemasgo n. movie star

3obmgagligogome n. film festival

Jogo n. cucumber

3™380 1. spoon / ggsbezols
3m3do silver spoon

3m3dmlsgm n. cabbage

3mdIsgdgeols jo n. compact disk,
CD

3mblmasbgo 1. consultant,
adviser

3™bsgégo n. concert

3%-93, @g-) v. (you) tie (1) /
89-3o6-0 v. aor./imp.

Jaoby n. corner

BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

i&géﬂo n. flat oven-baked bread

@s8s8o adj. beautiful

@535653-md V. (you) speak
(3, A)

msdsms go n. talk, conversation

oo n. lari (Georgian
currency) / ens@bsbggotie lari
and a half

@gdbogmbo n. dictionary

©03mbsmo n. lemonade

@0dmbo n. lemon

woggo 7. elevator

emdom n. beans

@mEgd 1. prayer

eom@gee-md v. (you) pray (3, A)l
o-mg-gd V. fut.

7o 1. beer

d

dsg960 adj. strong, hard

dsgoes n. table

35658 conj. but

doemmds n. thank

oo dseemmds thank you very
much

35 356mbo . macaroni

3sem-0g (s-) v. (you) hide (1, A)

9595 n. father

956565 n. car

dsGmamo adj. right, true

dstmoemo ba you are right

dsGoems adv. really

dsHmen s indeed

dsoczo n. salt

dstomoasbo adj. salty, with salt

3smgbbog adv. on the left /
bgmds@gbbog adv. on the left
hand side
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9s6xgbog adv. on the right /
bgemdstxgbog adv. on the
right hand side

sLfsgmgd-g-mo n. teacher,
tutor

ds20800 1. store

95306 adv. then, in that case

dsfmbo n. yogurt / 3§ gbols 7.
gen.

938596-md v. (you) travel (3, A)

dgorso adj. rich

dms n. mountain

8mosbo adj. mountainous

dmagBmdo 1. government

dambo(s) it seems like, it seems
to me

d5amd-s-Go n. friend

99amdmmads n. friendship

358md-g-emo 7. neighbor

dgméig Lo emo second floor

39fg adv. afterwards, after

33g0 adj. more

335%m n. subway

dg7emy n. spouse

3ghgmo n. mosque

385 adj. ready

#Bodgemo n. cook

889 n. sun

880560 adj. sunny

dmsgsto adj. main

dmgsthg n. moon

dmgsmosbo adj. moon-lit

dolsBs@mo n. address

dmdom o n./adj. cell phone

dmge-s-bo n. (city) square

8cmmothg 7. cashier

dmemsdstoggds n. negotiation(s)

3mdsg-s«mo adj. next, coming;
n.iadj. future

3mdggo v. opt./imp. (you) gave
me; give me (request)

8mbsbeogmes n. population

dmgomagq n. citizen

Imdsmogdqgmds ». citizenship

3m§dmds n. document, ID

34939 adj. sour

Ahogomgodagdoe n. Georgian
festive folksong

3mag9mo adj. round

dssbomado 7. actor, actress

bmgmom n./adj. world

9g-9-60 n. enemy

3p39%0 n. dust

8303030 adj. permanent, endless

33l ds60 adj. Muslim

3335-md v. (you) work (3, A)

3g6-o0 v. (you) sing (3, B)

8 ge-g-wmo n. priest

383960960 adj. beautiful,
charming

83md-g-wmo n. parent

8d0dg adj. heavy; difficult

3dmemo n. driver

Y g5-0-emo n. writer

3§ 3969 adj. green

8bsggatio . painter

bostymo adj. merry, joyful
bmezme adv. only

b

Bsmglssgo n. relative

6s3emgdo adj. less

6sg-s-go n. garbage

6sgagols gyoo garbage can

6sdegomo adj. true

658gomae adj. for sure, for
certain

6593bg-s-to n. pastry
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6so 1. backgammon

63 gmegogo n. drugs, narcotics

6o 3mdsbo n. drug addict

6565 3mdsbos n. drug addiction

653bmdo 7./adj. acquaintance

653 9-60 n. piece

Bobgg-9-6o adj. half

690 adj. slow

6gcms adv. slowly

Gom6o n. garlic

bogMosbo adj. with garlic,
garlicky

6md-g-o n. number

67 don’t (used only in negative
requests)

™

mmsbo 1. room

m8o n. war

megs608aios 1. organization

mogg both

mdmBoggos 1. opposition

m3mBogoyMo adj.
opposition(al) / m3mBogo3e
33tgas opposition party

mjGm n. gold

mxabo n. family

J

Jomgm n. overcoat

Js3oemo n. tomato /
JoBoegmols gen.

354565 adj. small

3sgomlssbo adj. honest

Jslgbo n. answer

3slib-md v. (you) answer (3)

3otaggo adj. personal

dothgagemo first

Joties3ot adv. straight ahead

306mgbgds n. person

3emsgm n. plateau, flat top of a
mountain

3memogos n. police

dmeogogs n. politics; policy

dmemogognto adj. political

3mge-md v. (you) find (1, F) /
0-3mg(®)g aor/imp. (you)
found

3G mgqlios n. profession

3G mgglsmGo 7. professor

3760 n. bread

a9embo n. token (for entrance to
the subway)
7366smo n. magazine

(o)

s pron. what, how

Goge pron. what for

Gsombo 7. region, district

©53wgbo pron. how many

%58y pron. something, anything

Hsbs 306 ggmos of course

G5gmd pron. why

®docmo adj. soft

9353 (@s-) v. (you) ring, phone
(1,A)

Mgmogos n. religion

Ggmoaoro adj. religious

Gabgm@-s-bo . restaurant

Gmame pron. how

Gmameo pron. what kind

Gmameig pron. just like, similar
to, just as

md corj. that

m3-g-cmo pron. which

4dg n. milk
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6bse adj. Russian (person)

Gylgmo adj. Russian (thing) /
Gabamse in Russian

&bggs n. advice

ls

lssmo 7. hour; clock, watch

Lssggbgm n. agency

bsdgmo n. document, ID

bs pron. where

bsoem-md v. (you) have dinner
(3.A)

LagemBem #. embassy

bsgsthd-g-coo 1. armchair

bsdmaoemygds n. society

bsmgocmg n. eyeglasses

bsobggtglim adj. interesting

bsgdsmee adv. rather, significantly

s 38s@olio adv. sufficient,
enough

Lsemsmo #. salad

bsems@m 7. cashier’s office

bs3Bsgyemm n. kitchen /
Bsgaeo n. cook

bsdlssbyeo n. office, place of
work

bsdfabscm adj. unfortunate

LaBfgbscdme adv. unfortunately

Lsdbamo adj. south, southern

bsbem adj. reliable

bod-m-bo n. soap

bsthmgemo #. floor, level /
Igmerg bLaGorgemo second floor

bath 3g n. mirror

bsbsoenm 7. dining room,
diner

babsgoemem adj. funny

Lsblosdmgbm adj. pleasant, nice

Laligiggeno adj. desirable
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bobsg336m 7./adj. hotel

bolsg 738G (mmsbo) guest room

Loyd3g n. breakfast

ls5383-m% v. (you) have breakfast
3, A)

bagga6g n. century

Logggmgbm adj. the best,
outstanding

bagmobggmo France

LbogoBmggemm Georgia

Logdg . business, things to be
done

bagmmfobm dgdgee wedding
ring

bo@sdm n. evening, in the
evening / 53 bagsdmls tonight

bs8379emm adj. medium, middle

boBgd-o-to gift

bofmemo n. bed

bofmmo mmsbo bedroom

bsgetm adj. necessary, required

bogdgmo n. food

bsbgemo 7. name

Lbabmo ». house, home

big~»d (8g-) v. (you) drink (1) /
89-Lsg-0 aor./imp.

bosdmgbgdom with pleasure

Logotiggo n. cigaretie

Lowo 1. CD

oo demgogeo n. CD player

Lbobsamas n. synagogue

Lobx-s3 (39-) v. (you) try, have
some (1, A)

LodxgMs n. song

bogge®gme n. love

s 3530 1. chair

L gmens n. school (from
elementary to high school
inclusive)
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bmdgbe adj. Armenian (person)

bm8byco adj. Armenian (thing)

bmg-g-eo 7. village, countryside

bgsceombo n. stadium

Lgsmgomm 7. carrot

bgodgbeos n. scholarship,
stipend

baggegbgo n. student

lsg7)3-s-6o n. guest

bgem adv. completely, entirely

bgbo 7. smell, aroma

bygoezo n. wish, desire

Lgédbsmo 1. produce

balbgo adj. weak

Ldo n. soup

bggemo adj. fat (person)

L sgem-md v (you) study (1, F)

¥ o adj. correct, precise

Ly mGswe adv. exactly, precisely

b ®sgo adj. quick, fast

bfGogowe adv. quickly

bbgocslbgs n. variety

é
896L533-9<mo n. clothes,

garments
&99o n. skillet
&5Jbo n. taxi
859-s-Go n. cathedral
6929398mGo 7. television
&9 gombo n. TV channel
69293M396g5mGo n. TV
commentator
&g ggmbo #. telephone
&ab-93 (g9-) v. (you) break
(1,A)
83%0ez0 adj. sweet
s gMobgmds n. tolerance

BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

aMsogos x. tradition
6M3b6bdmGgo . transportation

3.5631:0 adj. worse

33%6mbm adj. illegal

339090 adj. better

0339 adv. already

J-36-93 (2s-) v (you) play
(musical instrument) (1, D)/
©3735M0 aor./imp.

4856358560 adj. very large,
huge

7-95g-90 (e3-) v. (you) add
(1,A)

38Goge9liemds n. majority

19gotglimds n. minority

79Gmbo adj. younger

7boggdloggge #. university

7bsoyme by all means, for
sure, without fail

3gsbm adj. free (no pay)

agsbme adv. for free

396mbo adj. older; n. boss

3-g73%-90 v. (you) watch, will
watch (1, A)

asbe adj. foreign, unfamiliar

266G gemmygs foreign
currency

3

q93 738980 #- (college)
department

q5bx-s-6Hs n. window

gsbo 7. price, worth

9960 1. color

qglsgogomo n. festival /
3obmggligogseo film festival
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gabo n. foot / ggbom on foot
ggblsgd-gwmo 7. shoe, footgear
gabdGmo n. football

goemdo . film, movie

gog®-md v. (you) think (3, A)
g ommb-s-wo 7. orange
gm®dds n. form

gmBdsmyto adj. formal
g@mbomo adj. careful
ghobomase adv. carefully
atsbgo adj. French (person)
qsbaamo adj. French (thing)
JJe=o 1. Money

336-ge=o n. sheet of paper
gdgomo 7. flour

Jow-s-30 n. chicken

Jamo n. woman

Jsd-s-60 7. belt

Jomggeo adj. Georgian
fperson)

Jobmmo adj. Georgian (thing) /
Jodagmsece adv. in Georgian

Jo%o n. wind

Jothosbo adj. windy

Jomomeo 1. paper

jgom-s-6o n. receipt

Jos n. rent

Jos-md v. (you) rent
{apartment, car, etc.) (3, A)

Jmbo n. fat, lard

Jm@foemo n. wedding /
badm@Efobm dgdgee wedding
rng

JAabgosbo adj./n. Christian

Jaeo n. hat, headgear

Ja4do n. fur coat

JgBs n. street
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©999 n./adv. night

©gobm #. wine

@0 adj. open

o6l v. (3rd.person sing.) costs /
65 ol What does it cost?

@o06lgds #. honor

odlgaeo adj. honorable

2d9Gmo 7. God / 233G om
f38m my God!

2670-g-<o n. cloud

2M70mosbo adj. cloudy

g

gogo n. coffee

gogobgg&o adj. brown

ggsgome n. flower

43929 pron. all, everybody,
everyone

439 sg-9-Go pron. everything

gggeo n. cheese / gggemosbo
adj. with cheese

goe-je-md v. (you) buy (1, F)

gead-sg (goes—) v (you)
swallow (1, A)

gmggeomgols adv. always

gmgoeno adj. former

gmabs verbal n. be; being (2, D)

gadeemgds x. attention

g36o n. ear

g3Md4-bo n. grape

d

dsgo adj. black

dsMg-s-emo n. pants, trousers

dog-s-to n. sugar / dsgosbo
adj. with sugar, sweet

9829 gen./post.; adv.
afterwards, after
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896mds 1. building
89b56086s30 adj. remarkable
Bmeols dat./post. among
dmeio adj. distant, far

8wl adv. far, far away

835 gen. post/adv. middle
93080 adv. between

)

Boo n. tea

Bsdm-o-(bak) v. (you) arrive
2,0

Bsbg-s-wmo . fork

Bggo n. a check

Bgdo pron. my

Bghe-99-0 (go-) v. (you) stop
2,A)

Bgab pron. we

Bggbo pron. our

Bggaemgdtogoe adj. regular,
ordinary

Beommgmo adj. North,
Northern

Bdoer-md v. (you) are in a hurry
(3,A)

gbv\no adj./n. piece (usually used
after numerals)

(3dMogeo adj. empty

63333 - (you) dance (3, A)

69bg®o n. center

agbe=o n. fire

3320 (3os—) v. (you)
exchange (1, D)/
a9©sgoem-g aor/imp

;oge aaj'. cold

sbmdommo adj. well-known,
outstanding
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G20 n. wife

sm&s adj./adv. a little, few

6™a-s™es little by little, step
by step

¢a<e adj. bad, poor

3o adv. badly, poorly

gbgeo adj. hot / bss 38smee
gba=o rather hot

gbges it’s hot

Y3060 n. nose

gbmgd-md v. (you) live (3, A)

dJ

dsemosb adv. very

dscemo 7. dog

dg-semo n. bone

dggemo adj. old

dgotio adj. expensive

dos n. uncle (an informal
manner of addressing a
stranger older than you)

d8s n. brother

dbgemo adj. difficult

Vo53sg90s n. success

Y s6byme n./adj. past

Vsbgens verbal n. going

V-9=0 n. year

Va6 (=s-) v. (you) write (1, A)

Ya® (Bo-o-) v (you) write down
(1,A)

V3960 ©. juice

Voabo 1. book / fogbgdols
@3Gm book shelf

Yoogeo adj. red

Y ob gen.post/adv. in front of,
forward, ahead

VoV sgs n. pepper
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feobmsgo 7. anniversary
¥y-s-mo n. water

Yyboto adj. quiet
fgbsto adv. quietly

g.sa (@) v toeat (1,A)

ogs n. cup, glass

3330560 adj. intelligent

36-0 (s-) v. (you) cut (bread)
(1, B) / @s-396-0 aor./imp
3363-g-ww0 n. kitchenware
(glasses, plates, etc.)

b

bamsbo n. people

bsmbato adj. folk

bsbo #. period, period of time

bs@do adj. greedy

bamx-og (s-) v (you) spend
(1,A)

bogog (es-) v (you) paint (1, A)

bre-gd-0 (39-) v (you) become
2,A)

bae-sg (@) v. (you) see, look,
have a look (1, A)

byewdsxgbog adv. to the right
hand side
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bgemdogbbog adv. to the left
hand side

bgom adv. tomorrow

bge-98-0 (83-) v (you) meet
(2,B)

bab-sg (a9-) v (you) grate
(1,A)

bgeno ». hand

boggo n. bridge

boeo #. fruit

bds n. voice; vote

b3sm-md v. (you) use (3, A)

bmGgo 7. meat

b736-md v. (you) joke (3, A)

b33Gmds 7. joke

b3es n. small change

bBoMog adv. often

x

XSMo x. army

xe-95-0 (es-) v. (you) sit down
(2, A) / @oxgdo aor/imp.

X3-5-(o 7. CTOSS

xoba6e n. booth, stand

X9 adv. yet, first (of all)

xg®o n. turn / hgdo xgHos my
turn

xmdos adj. (it’s) better
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Parts of speech are abbreviated and italicized. (See the list of abbre-
viations on p. 17.) Syncopating vowels of nouns are printed in italics.
All verbs, except the verb be, are given in the present-tense, 2nd-
person singular, followed by the preverb that forms the future tense
in parentheses. (The verb be is given in its verbal noun form gmgbs.)
Numbers and capital letters in parentheses indicate verb conjugation
groups and subgroups. In addition, the aorist form of irregular verbs
is given.

Sample entry:

make v. 5-3900-90 (go-) (1, A)

The abbreviation v. indicates the word is a verb; the present-tense, 2nd-
person singular form is s-3gm-98 meaning you make; -9 is the PFST
or present/future stem formant; the addition of (g0-) to the present
lense—gaoo ggmgd—creates the future tense, meaning yow will make.
The verb is of the 1st conjugation group, subgroup A (1, A). (Conju-

gation charts can be found in Appendix IT1.)

A

about prep. dgliobgd,
eédbemmggdom

account 7. sbgsModo

acquaintance 7. bs3bmdo

across adv. goeswds, odoms
dbatgl

address n. dolsdstimo

afraid adj. (you are ~) a9-dobos
v. (4,B)

after prep. 099wga gen./post

again adv. olsgg

1go adv. {ob gen./post.

all n. ygges

almost adv. momgBals

alone adv. dsHgm

already adv. 3339

also adv. spgmgy

although mdss

always adv. ymggmogol

ambassador n. gembo

America n. 5336035

American adj. sdg6e3geo
(person); 53960 3aemo (thing)

among prep. dmeols dat./post.

another adj./pron. lbgs

answer 7. Jsbgbo; v, 3sbigb-md
(1,A)

anybody pron. gobdg

anything pron. 503y

anywhere adv. Loedy

apartment n. d0bs

apparently adv. o3y

apple n. 3590
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apology ». dmwodo /1 apologize
dmeodo, dmeodl gobeo

argue v. 303sm-md (3,A)

argument 7. 35dsoo

around prep. a5/ 399m adv./
gen. post.

arrival n. Bsdmbges verbal n.

arrive v. Bodm-go-(bo®) (2, C)

art n. bgemmgbgds

as Hmam(s

ask v. Joobgem-md (1, F)

author n. 5ggmto

B

back adv. 3356 adv./gen.post.
bad adj. gyeo, 333330090
badly adv. o
bake v. s3b-md, (398m-) (1,C)
balcony n. S0g-s-bo
ball n. d36m0
bank n. 85630
bank teller 7. (356 jols)
M3 Mogmctio
bar n. ds60
bath 7. 53585bo
be v. ymabs verbal n. (2, D)
beans n. comdom
beautiful adj. 33580
become v. be-93-0 (39-) (2,A)
bed n. Lvfmemo
bedroom 7. Lo{mmo mmsbo
beer n. 3o
before adv./prep. §obsm: adv.
{ob gen./post.
begin v. 0-fy-92, (gs-) (1, )
behind adv./prep. 73396 adv./
gen.post.
being ymagbs verbal n. (2, D)
best adj. Lo739mgLm

BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

better adj. 339mgbo

between prep. 3meiols dat./post.

bible 7. d0bmo0s

big (large, great) adj. oo

bill n. sbgst0d0

birthday 7. @sdsegdels oy

black adj. 8sgo

book n. {oabo

bookstore #. {oabali Boxsd0s

both pron. mtogy

bottle 7. dmmemo

boy 7. dodo

bread n. 3360 / cheese bread
badodyto

break v. ggb-03 (39-) (1,A)

bridge n. bowo

bright adj. bsogeo

Britain zn. obgenobo

British adj./n. obgemobgemo
(person); obaemobgto (thing)

brother n. d3s

build v. 5-356-90 (3-) (1,A)

building n. d9bmds

bus n. sggmdglo

bus stop 7. (53gmd7Lols)
aohggdd

busy adj. w©s3s3907e0

but conj. d5a53

butter n. jotogo

buy v. yoegm-md (1, F)

C

cabbage n. 3m3dmbgm

cafeteria n. 35g989M0d

cake 7. gmgo, badbgomo

call v. ®93-93 (wo-) (by phone)
(1,A)

can v. 9g-g0-dew-05 (4, B)

capital (city) n. @gesgomado
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car . 956569

card n. ds6smo / ID card n.
JoMoemdols ImfImds

careful adj. gcmbocmo

carefully adv. gmbomase

cashier n. dmenothyg

cashier’s office n. Lomomm

cathedral n. gsdsto

celebrate v o0bo8b-sg (1,A)

cell phone n. Imdoenytio

center 7. 39bgMo0

century n. Laggbg

certainly adv. qlsmyme, s
0gds 9bws

chair n. L3530

change v. 33e2-0, 33(e-) (1, D)

cheap adj. oogo

check n. Bg30

cheese n. yggmo

cheese bread ». bsgsdgmo

chicken z. {ofows; Jomnda

child 7. 353330, dg0emo

Christian 1. gMobgosbo

Christmas n. dmds

church n. g3eglios

cinema n. Jobmogogto, jobm

titizen 7. mgoamady

citizenship 7. Imgdomsdgmos

city n. Joenado

clean adj. Lygmes

clear adj. aolsggoo

coat 7. Jsemgm

coffee n. yogo

cold adj. (3030 / it’s cold jogo

come v. dmeo-(bam) (2, C)

common adj. LsgGom,
Bggamgdtoga

complete v. 5>-3magc-9d (ws-)
(1,A)
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completely adv. Ljen

congratulate v. ao-cnm3-o3
(0m-) (I congratulate you)
(1,A)

continue v. 5-3Mdgen-9d (89-)
(1,A)

cook v. 3-39m-90 (a5-) (1,A);
n. 385 gyma

corner n. 3yoby

correct adj. Llfmeo; v.
>LFmegd (go-) (1,A)

correctly adv. Lfmge,
Ly mtoe

cost v. wotm-bs (3rd person sing.
v.) / What does it cost? s
@omls?

country n. Jggyobs

cucumber 7. 30560

cup (glass) #. dogo

CUIrency 1. 39e278s

cutv. 360 (es-) (1,A);
esdqgo aor.

D

dance v. 3933-03 (3,D)

date (day) n. motomo

daughter n. jomodgomo

day n. oy / the day after
tomorrow 394

debt n. goemo

delicious adj. gg0togmo

dentist 7. 3d0ols gdodo

desk n. Lofgtho dogows

dictionary n. cmgdlozmbo

diet n. @ogyed

difficult adj. dbgemo

dine v. bogowm-md (3,A)

dinner n. bogomo

dining room 7. Lsbseomm
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disconnected adj.” 338mGoryco

disease n. 530Rdymgmds

dish n. mggdo, 396do

dissertation n. cobgfgazos

distance ». 3s6dowo;
@olgabioo

distant adj. dmegmyo, Inco

district #n. Gdombo, medo

distarb v. s-{7b-93 (33-) (1,A)

do v. 5-39m-90 (a0-) (1,A)

doctor n. ggjodo

document 7. Iy Imds,
©m33dsbgo, Ladgmo

dog n. dsana

dollar n. emmsto

door 1. 3sto, jotgda

double adj. m®3sg0

doubt n. gdgo; v 933-md (3,A)

down adv. @sdems

dream n. Lo89-o-0; mzbgds

dress n. gsbbadgmo

drink v Lg-»9 (dg-) (1,A)

driver 1. 3domeno, dmggto

drug addict n. b5 3m3sbo

drug addiction n. bo® 3mdsbos

drugs (narcotics) 7. bst 3mgo 3o

drunk adj. 3mgmocmo

dry adj. 33cswmo

dust n. 3gg-9-co

duty 7. Imgommgmds, gomo

E

each pron. ymggeo

each other n. ymdsbgmo
ear . yyto

early adj. sty

east n. sodmbagmgmo
Easter n. sooamds

easy adj. segowo

BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

eatv. 353 (9g-) (1,A)

education 7. gobsoengds

egg n. 33gcgbo

eggplant . dseMox-s-bo

elevator n. moggo

embassy 7. Logenhm

empty adj. 3o6ogmo

end 7. dm@m, bl gmo

enemy n. dg-g-Mo

England n. obgemolso

English adj. obgerobgemo
(person), obgenolytho (thing)

enough adj. Ls33560bo

enter v. dy-c-o-(bsm) (2,C)

envelope 7. 3mbggMgo

Euro n. gg6e

every adj. ymggeo

everybody (everyone) pron.
d3IRe

everything pron. yggesg-9-ta

everywhere adv. yggemash

example n. dsgsmomo / for
example dsasmomsm

exchange n. ao;33@9; v. 33-0.
(498m-) (1, D), godmgocmy,
aor. / currency exchange
3920l adpgws

excursion 7. gl ga@bos

excuse me 7. dmweodo

exercise n. gotxodo; v.
39Mx0d-md (3,A)

expensive adj. dgotho

experience 7. g5dmpeocgds

e€ye n. mgocno

eyeglasses 7. Loomgocng

F
face n. Lsby
fact n. godgo; dmgamagbs
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family 7. mxsbo

famous adj. 3bmdoemo,
babgenmgsbo

far adv. 3oL

fare n. doemgomob gslo

fat adj. §mbo, Ljgwmo (person)

father n. 353>

feast n. enbobo, LygMs

fee n. gobodMxgenm: gobo

few adj. ymgo / afew
ddgbody

film (movie) #. (306m)gocmdo

fimal adj. dmeam, 739690L 3690

finally adv. dmemls

find v. 3ergen-md (1, F)

fine adj. 356 g0, 383960960

finger n. moomo

fire n. 39bwo

firm n. go®3ds

first num. 3otggemo

fish n. mg380

flag n. @™o

flat (apartment) n. d0bs

floor n. 00gs 30; LoGoemo /
first (ground) floor Jofgqemo
béﬁ)ann

flour r. gdgoca

flower n. ygogowo

folk adj. baenbytho

food n. Lo3dgeo

fool n. byengmo

foot n. gjgbo / on foot ggbom

for prep. -mgols gen./post.

forever adv. Lsd3esdme

forget v. 0-307y-90 (ws-) (1,A)

fork n. Bobgdcmo

form n. gm&3s

former adj. ymgowo

France n. bagmsbggoo
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free (vacant, unoccupied) adj.
magoliggacmo

free (no pay) adj. 3goLm / for
free jgsobme

freedom 7. mog0l7gmgds

French adj. g6obgo (person),
amsbaymo (thing)

fried adj. 359{ 3560

friend ». 3gamd-9-6o

from prep. ©sb, -a5b; gen./post.

fruit ». bowo

front n. adj./gen.post / in front
of fab gen./post.

fulfill v. 5-LGHym-90 (@g-) (1,A)

fun 7. gomds

future »n./adj. 3m8sg-s-mmo

G

game n. m335do

garage n. a5My70

garbage n. bog-s-30

garbage can bsggols yjmo

garden 7. domo

general adj. bygGom /in
general bygHome

genuine adj. bsdcgomo

Georgia n. bsgotmggenm

Georgian adj. Jsmggemo
(person); Jocromgeno (thing)

gift n. LoBaydoco

girl n. gmambs, amam;
Jomodgoma

give v. 3o-b393 fur. / give me
dm3g0 imp.

glad adj. dmbotraemo

glass n. 3odo

glossary 7. e gqlogmbo

glove n. byemmomdobo

go v. do-o-(bam) (2,C)
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goal n. 308-s-bo

God . @3y o0

gold n. g

good adj. 3o6a0

good-bye bsbgsdals

government 7. dmo56Hmds

grandchild ». 330modgomo

grandfather (granddad) ».
3539, 85070

grandmother (grandma) n.
39000

grape n. yjtd-g-bo

grape juice ycdbals {3960

grate v. bgb-og (g0-) (1, A)

grated adj. gobgboeo

grateful adj. 3semmdgmo

great adj. coro, cosco

green adj. 3§ gsbg

grey adj. bamabiggo

guest 7. bg73-9-o

guestroom . bsbg86im momobo

H

habit ». hggyemgos

hair n. @3s

hairdresser n. 3560 335bgMo
half adj./n. babggetha

hall 7 o380

ham #». 35dbo, dg3mbo
hand 7. bgwo

handbag n. byembBobms
handsome adj. »3580
happiness #. d90bag@gds
happy adj. dgebogtio

hat n. 30

have v. godgl (4, A)

he pron. ols

head n. msgo

headache n. msgols g 30300

BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN

health . xsbdBmgenmds

heavy adj. 3d03y; dbgwmo

her pron. 8olso

here adv. 5] / here is so

hide v. 3sm-og (rs-) (1,A)

high adj. 3omowo

hill 7. dmc330, amcs

his pron. dobio

history n. olbgmtos

holiday n. ecglabsqgmo,
@3b3gbgdel =y

home (or house) 7. Lobeno / at
home Lobendo

honest adj. 3sgomlisbo

honey n. mogemo

hope 7. 03500

hopefully adv. 08gc0s

hot adj. (3bgemo

hotel n. mggmo, Labgydmm

hour #. Losmo / in an hour
96 Lssmdo

house 7. Labwao

how adv. Gmam6

how many? ®s3cgb0?

how much? 58wbo?

hungry adj. 3dogco

hurry v. Bjom-md (3,A)

husband ». §3-s-o

I

ice 7. yobjymo

ID card n. JoMsemdals
dm{dmds

idea n. oo

if conj. oy

ill adj. o300

illegal adj. -356mbm

immediately adv. sbemagy

important adj. 360336gemgsbo
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in prep. -do gen. post.

indeed adv. ommmag

independence 7.
©o3m73o@gdemds

independent adj.
@3dmyg0Rgogeo

infection n. abggdoo

inform v. 5-ggmdob-90 (d3-)
(1,A)

information 7. 36mds,
0bgmMds300

inside adv. dogbom, dog

insomnia n. jdocmd

instead adv. o036 0@ gen.
post.

intelligent adj. 3 330960

interesting adj. Loobgggbm

interpreter 7. matx0d-s-bo

invitation 7. ©535g07908

invite v. 3og0g-90 (ws-) (1,A)

J

jail 7. ;30bg

jam n. o0

Jew n. gdGogma (person)

Jewish adj. gderogeo (thing)

job 7. Lad33om, Lagdy

joke n. bdimds; v. bydd-md
{3,A)

journal n. g7Gbseoo

journey n. 9a8536mds; V.
9a80gm-md (3,A)

judge n. dmbadstioemy

juice n. {3960

just adj. Ibmemme,
lsdsmmenosbo; just person
Ladstimeosbo s08d0560;
adv. just a moment! gGoo
Vymom!; just like Hmamé

K

keep v. 0-bsb-og, (33-) (1,A)

key #n aolismgde

kilogram n. jocom,
Joemmamsdo

kind adj. 3gmomo

king 7. 339

kiosk n. jomlzo

knife 7. ©sbo

knock (at s.th.) v. 5-353736-9%
(=o-) (1,A)

know v. oggo (1, E)

L

lake n. goo

lamp ». 05339, bsoyMs

land 7. oo

language n. gbs

large adj. oo

last 7. 5939650 36gco;
V. afhdgme-9d-s (33-) (2,A)

late adj. ag0560;
3330969070

laugh 7. Logowo; v. ogob-o
(3,B)

laundry 7. Latgsbo / washing
machine bathggbo 35bgsbs

law n. 3obmbo

lawyer n. ggdoo, ogGobgo

lazy adj. 8563530

leave v. 8ogo-bam (2, C)

lecture n. engdos

lecturer n. cmgdgmtio

left adj. 3s63bgbs / to the left
dsébbog / on the left hand
side by Bomsbbog

leg n. a9bo

legal adj. 3obmbogto,
a2 Ym0
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lemonade 7. cmodmbsmo

less adj. bs 3emgodo

lesson 1. a5 339moo

letter 7. sbim; {gFomo

level n. @by

lie n. gygowma

life 7. bogmbeog, gbmgHigds

light 7. bobsoeny, d7do; adj.
dbgd7do

like v. 3m-a-fmb-ls (4,A)

listen v. 515896 (3m-) (1, D),
dm7lidabyg aor.

little adj. (a few) gmgs /
(small) 355615

little by little ymg-(3mgo

live v 3bmgM-md (3,A)

living-room n. Labgdchm
mmsbo

lock v. 398-93 (@o-) (1,A)

long adj. amdgemo

long ago cowo bbob Yobom

lose v. 3oég-d3 (ws-) (1,A)

love . Loygotrgemo; v.
a0-y43om-L (4, A)

lovely adj. 39g9bogeo, es8s8a

luck 7. 3900, odowo

lucky adj. 330bogmoa

lunch 7. @sbho, logowo; v.
Lbagom-md (3,A)

M

magazine ». gMbswo

mail n. gmbgo; v. gBsgb-o (go-)
(1,A)

main adj. dms3560

majority ». 59gg9Lo

make v. 5-3909% (85-) (1, A)

man z. s@sdosbo, o0

manager 7. 9gbgx gto

manner z. 35656 / in this
manner (this way) sbyg

many adj. 3Gsgomo, dg36M0

map n. 6735

market 7. 358-5-to

married adj. gmwosbo (male).
aombmgowo (female)

matches #. sbobmo

matter ». Lagdg, Lojgombo

meal 7. Lo33-9-mo

meat 7. benGj0

medicine z. {s3dsmo

medium adj. Lodgocam

meet v bge-90-0 (dg-) (2, B)

meet (be introduced) v. o-36-md
(a5-) (1, D), go-0-396-0 aor.

meeting 7 dgbggems

member 7. {9360

memory #. blemgbs,
doblimgHmds

merry adj. dbosthymo

middle adj. b>37j9emm / in the
middle 375d0

midnight ». 936053y

mile 7. docma

milk n. ©dg

mineral adj. dobgtocmyto

mirror n. L g

mistake 7. dg30m3s

money 7. g0

month n. mgy

monthly adj. mgoy&o

moon n. d;mgsty

moonlit adj. 3mgstosbo

more adj. 3g80; jowyy

morning 7. @od

mosque . dghgmo

most adj. 53gggbo

mother . g
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mouth #. Joto

movie (movie theater) n. 3obm

much 69360 / how much?
Godegbo?

must 7bws

my pron. fgdo

N

name ». bobgemo

narcotics. See drugs

nation ». go; bsembo

nature . 376900

near adv. sbenmls

necessary adj. bsgom

need v. y-dothe-gd-> (4, B)

neighbor 7. 398mdgmo

neither s& (3 yhoo

neither ... nor o63 ... o3

never adv. sésbmawgl,
asleMmb

new adj. sbaeo

New Year sbseno §gemo

news n. 3bmos, sbama
33980

newspaper n. godgma

next adj. 833cga0

nice adj. Labosdmgbm,
Laddsgogto

night n. @53y

nobody pron, 565306

noise 7. bdsjo

noon n. 3700y

north adj. Peowmmgmo

nose 7. 3bgotho

note . dgbodgbs

nothing pron. $659-9-6o

BOW adv. sbens, gbes

nowhere adv. s6bsw

number 7. Hogbgo, bmd-9-Mo

numerous adj. 3G o350
nurse (medical personnel) 7.
dods; Lsbogoto

o

occupation 7. byenmds,
3Hmgqbos

often adv. bdoGow

oil n. 3gmo

old adj. 83mb-y0 (person);
d3gezo (thing)

once yhombyen

only gHmoegmo, bmemme

open adj. @os; V. 3-2-gd (35-)
(1,0

opinion 7. 8o

or conyj. o1y, 56

ordinary (regular) adj.
h300293Mag0

organization n. mMadbodosj0o

other adj. Lbgs

our pron. iggbo

P

pain n. g jogoemo

paint v. bag-og (es-) (1,A)
painter n. dbsgg-0-Mo
palace n. Lalobeng

pan 7. g

paper z. Jomscmeo

parent n. 33md-g-o

part n. bafowo

past n./adj. §>&lyao
pastry 7. bs3bg-o-co

pay v. o-be-o (gows-)(1,D)
payment 7. aosbsbaeo
peach n. 5g-o0-do0

pen n. 3oem-o-do

pencil 7. gobg-o-6o
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people 1. bosenba,: 9o

pepper z. fof a3

period n. b-o-bo

person x. Jomgbgds, JoMo

pharmacy 1. sgmosge

phone n. ggemggmbo; v. 93-53
(@) (LA)

physician n. gdodo

pick up » o-@-93 (s-) (I, C)

picture »n. byGsmo

piece n. bog-9-Mo

pity n. bobobjemo / What a
pity! ®o Lofygboa!

place n. Segoeno

plan n. 39a95; v. g9a9-03 (@o-)
(1,A)

plate n. mggdo

plateau n. 3cmogm

play (game) n. ®58580; v.
®8353-md (3,A)

pleasant adj. Lslos8mgbm

pleasure 7. bosdmgbgds / with
pleasure bosdmgbgdom

pocket 5. xady

police 7. 3mwoa0s

polite adj. 3@ocmdosbo,
msgo800bo

poor adj. @s®ada; Lofyomo

population n. dmlobegmds

post-office n. gmligs

potato n. 3oGgmgomo

pour v 5-sb-33 (ws-) (1),
©o-5-bb-o aor.

precisely (exactly) adv. 837ligoe

prefer v ao-6bggbos (4)

present n. bshggd-s-Mo

price n. gsbo

priest 7. dngegmo

private adj. jgtdm

probably adv. sedso
produce . bymdbsmo
proud »./adj. 53syo

put (down) v. @90 (xo-) (1,C)
Q

queen 7. @ EMY-5-20

question 7. bs joobo, jombgs;
v. goobyemd (1, F)

quick adj. bjGogoa, bfota

quickly adv. L{msgow, Bgsms

quiet adj. {ybsto

quietly adv. 3ybstroee

quite adv. bs 33ome

R

rain z. {{gods; it rains, it’s
raining (3vd pers. sing.) v.
V300l

rather adv. b 30sme

raw adj. 390

read v. o-3omb-og (fo-) (1, F)

ready adj. 38se

real adj. 653rgomo, Ggowmyo

really adv. s

reason 7. 303580

receipt #. dgom-»vMo

receive v. 0-0-90 (30-) (1, C)

red adj. foogeo

region 7. ®sombo, medo

regular (ordinary) adj.
B3aegdtoge

relative n. bsmgbago

reliable adj. Lobom

religion n. Hgemogos

religious adj. Ggemogoyta

remarkable adj. 95bsb0dbsge

remember v. 35-bbmgl (4,A)

rent 7. Jo®s; v. JoMo-md (3,A)
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rent out v. 5-Joog-90 (ao-)
(1,A)

request #. mbmgbs

required (necessary) adj.
bagothm

rice #. dobxo

rich adj. dgogsto

right ». ggaqds; ad).
93t gqbs / to the right
dstxgbog / on the right-hand
side byendsx gbog

river 7. 3oboty

road n. a8s

room 7. momosba

round adj. dGagoma

S

salad 7. Lamomo

salesperson 7. 353yo@ggmo

salt 7. dsthaemo

salty adj. 3oMowosbo

same adj. ogogg

school 7. b gmens

seat 5. 1 3odo

see 1. bge-vg (33-) (1,A)

send v. 385360 (a0-) (1, B)

several pron. Ms3wegbody

short adj. 3m 3emg, @S0

sing v. 3egm-o (3, B)

sister #. o

sitv. x@-9d-0, (vs-) (2, C),
wsxgdo aor.

skillet n. gogo

slow adj. bgemo

slowly adv. bgema

small adj. 3ogo6s

smell 7. bbo

50 adv. slsg / and so on s by

89998

253

soap 7. Lyd-m-bo

soft adj. Hdowo

some adj. 8mao; M53wegbody

somebody pron. gomsys, g0bdy

something pron. Mowmags, Mady

sometimes adv. 8max M

somewhere adv. Loy

son 7. 3509300

song n. LodwmgMo

soon adv. hfots, 3oy

soup #. bydo

sour adj. 35539

speak v. @a35653-md (1,A)

spend (money) v. botrx-53
(@) (1,A)

spicy adj. 3bstg

spoon 7. 3mgdo

spouse n. 3gmeny

spring 7. 35859b3mo

square n. dmge-s-bo

start (s.zh.) v. 0-{y-90 (@9-)
(1,A)

state 7. babgemdfogm

still adv. x96 30@93; 9gs8y;
doabys

stop 7. aohggds / bus stop
338md7Lols ashgmqgds

store n. Js@s8os

street n. J3Rs

strong adj. 3sg36o, dwmogtio

study v. b sge-md (1, F)

subway 7. 3356m

sagar n. dsg-s-Mo

summer 7. 8sgbymo

supper n. gobd-v-da

sure adj. @3c§{3769d7o0;
3lsd 330603900

sweet adj. g 3doao

synagogue n. bobsgmas
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T

table n. dogowes

take v 090, (3-) (1,C)

tall adj. dsmocmo

taste v bobx-sg (30-) (1,A); n.
399m

taxi 7. goduo

tea ». Boo

teach v. ifsgem-0 (1, B)

teacher 7. 3obfo3mgd-9-tma

teller n. m3gogmeto / bank
teller (556 30l) m3gMsgmto

than cornj. gowy

thank n. dsmmds

thank you gdseammdn

that pron. ob; conj. Hm3,
Mmdgog

then adv. 35806

there adv. og

think v. godh-md (3, A)

this pron. gls

till prep. B adv./post. / till
now sgodey

time n. @®m, bobo

toast 7. boergaMdgem

today adv. ecagl

together adv. gHmoe

tolerance 7. g sabgmds

tomato 7. 35domo; gen.:
Jsdo@gmobs

tomorrow adv. bgom

tonight adv. Lowsdmls, &3
bo@sdmls

100 adv. dowasb

town n. Jocmsdo

transportation n. g®s6bdmmgo

true adj. dstrmomo

BEGINNER’S (GEORGIAN

U

uncle z. ads, dod

under prep. 4398 adv./gen. post,

unoccupied (vacant) adj.
mogoligsmo

unpleasant adj.
5 5LsL0sImgbm, glosdmgbm

until prep. -3y / till now, till
here 5godcy

use v bds@-md (3, A)

useful adj. bago®m,
Lolaagdenm

usually adv. Bggyemgdtog(se)

A\

vacant (unoccupied) adj.
magoliggsmo

vegetable 7. dmligbgyemo

vegetarian 7. 39a989M0sbgma

w

wait v. o-ge-0 (3m-) (1, D),
dmagowy aor:

want v. so-bees (4, B)

warm adj. mdowo

watch 7. Lssmo

water n. {y-s-wo

weather 7. 330beo

well adv. 3o6 o

west . eslsgmgoo

what pron. &5 / what for?
Gobogol?

when adv. ®meobs

where adv. boe / where to?
Lsom?

which pron. m3-9-wmo

white adj. ogmtho
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whe pron. gob

why adv. H5gm0

wine 7. @gobm

with prep. -ms6 dat.post. / with
you, at your place d9bmab
sing.

without prep. a5tg8g gen.
post.

word 7. bogygs

work n. la87385m; v. 8785-md
(3,4)

world ». bmgemom

worse adj. 7o6gbo

worst adj. ygge298g (330,
ygoeesdy getgbo

write v. {96, (s-) (1,A)

write (down) v. {96 (Bso-)
(1,A)

Y

year n. faeoforo, §-gwo
yes part. @osb; pol. 30, 3m, bm
yesterday adv. 373306

yet adv. (x36) gogy






AprpPENDIX I: NouNs, ADJECTIVES, PRONOUNS,
AND POSTPOSITIONS

Declension of Nouns

Georgian nouns are declined in seven cases.* Each case is used for a
variety of purposes to clarify the function of nouns in a sentence and
the relationship between nouns.

1. Nominative: nouns in this case designate either the subject or
direct object, depending on the tense of the verb used in the sen-
tence. This is the basic form of any noun.

2. Ergative: nouns in this case designate the subject in the aorist and
optative tenses.

3. Dative/Accusative: nouns in this case designate direct or indirect
objects.

4. Genitive: this case designates a possessive relationship between
nouns. It functions like % in English, e,g.: father’s, brothers,
friend 5, etc.

5. Instrumental: as its name suggests, this case often denotes the
instrument through which an action is carried out.

6. Adverbial: this case can transform nouns and adjectives into
adverbs.

7. Vocative: nouns in this case are used when addressing someone or
even something,. It is almost obsolete, and only a few words still
take this case.

*For brief definitions of grammatical terms used here and thronghout this book,
please see Appendix IV.
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Declension types

The declension of Georgian nouns may vary slightly depending on
their ending. Nouns may end in any of the five vowels: -s, -3, -0, -m,
-3. The majority of nouns and almost all words borrowed from Euro-
pean languages end in -o. This is the largest group of nouns in Geor-
gian. The smallest group is those ending in —y; there are only five
or six words of this type. Personal and place names such as 6367
Nunu or 3g647 Peru also belong to this group. Below is a chart of the
various types of declension:

o ) -9 -o -3

woman brother Kking gold turtle
nom. Joem-o d49-» dgg9 ofh-m 37
erg. Jom-3s  d3s-3 39999 mJem-3 339
dat./acc. dJoenks ddods 999t  ofBml 3ot
gen. Joem-ols  dd-ols 3930 mdOmbl) 33U(o)
inst. Jom-om dd-om 3990w mftim-m(o) 33-o()
adv. Jom-se dd-se dggove ofhne 37
voc. Jom-m  ddo-m  Fggg-m omftim-g 393

The most frequently used cases are nominative, dative/accusative,
and genitive. The rest require either a specific verbal tense or are pri-
marily used in fixed expressions.

Some nouns may lose the vowels -, -, and less frequently =
before the consonants -, -3-, -6, and -®- in the last syllable before
the ending -o. This is called syncope. It occurs only in three cases:
genitive, instrumental, and adverbial. There is no rule as to when
syncopation may occur. Do not worry if you pronounce the nouns
without syncopation; their meaning will still be quite clear. You'll
gradually get the hang of it.
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Note the syncopation in the genitive, instrumental, and adverbial
cases of the following examples:

water pen market soap
nom. Vysm-0  3omsd-0  ds836G-0  Lodmb-o
erg. Vyoem-3o  3omad-3s 058sM-3s  Lo3mb-do
dat./acc. Yyoeo-ls Jomsdl  dsds@m-L La3mb-1s
gen. Yym-ol  3ocmd-ol 3530l LoJb-obs
instr. Vym-om omd-omn  333G-0m  Lsdb-om
adv. Tym-oe Jomd-oe ds8M-de  Ladb-se

Plural form of nouns

The marker of the plural form of nouns is -48. Nouns with -0 and -»
endings drop the final vowel. Nouns that have syncopation add g to
their syncopated stem.

boy boys school schools
dag-o dag-90-0  Lgmem-s b jmem-9d-0
tree trees pen pens

big bg-90-0 3omo0-0 Jod-9d-0
soap soaps mushroom mushrooms
bsdmb-o  Ladb-gd-0  Lmgm b gm-gd-0

Nouns in the plural have only one type of declension pattern. They
have exactly the same endings as nouns with the final vowel -o in the
singular forms of the nominative case. See the pattern above.

Use and Function of Cases

The explanation of case use below refer to tenses covered in this
wextbook.
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Nominative Case
Nominative case designates:

a. subject of the 1st and 3rd conjugation verbs in present, imperfect
and future tenses;

b. subject of 2nd conjugation verbs in all tenses;

c. direct object of 1st and 3rd conjugation verbs in aorist and optative
tenses;

d. direct object of the 4th conjugation verbs in present, imperfect and
future tenses.

b Joemo o bmgmmdl.
This woman lives here.

Bgdo dBs o5 dydomadls.
My brother works here.

Ergative Case

Ergative case designates subject of 1st and 2nd conjugation verbs in
aorist and optative tenses.

3Gmgglim@ds w@gdpes csofym.
(The) professor started his lecture.

Ammomgd byfies 3bwd ©esdGmbmbs.
(The) cashier should return the change.
Dative/Accusative Case

Dative case designates:

a. direct and indirect objects of the 1st and some 3rd conjugation
verbs in present, imperfect and future tenses;

b. subject of the 4th conjugation verbs in present, imperfect and
future tenses.

©ges bsgomls 5 39mgdls.
Mother is making dinner.

mo0bs 3gamdsdl [gGoml {ool.
Tina is writing a letter to a friend.
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Genitive Case

This case may sometimes be confusing because this kind of posses-
sive construction occurs less frequently in English than in Georgian.
To understand this case correctly, the English word order should be
reversed when this case is used in Georgian. Another way of figuring
out the relationship between words linked through the genitive case
is to use § in English. If this sounds too awkward, you may rearrange
the word order after clarifying the meaning of the Georgian phrase.

dabols Jomo
apartment rent (/it.: apartment’s rent)

836 3ols otgdgmera
director of the bank (/iz.: bank’s director)

ool 3ogoMgdgemo
morning train (/it.: morning’s train)

Reversing word order or using § is particularly useful when a chain
of several nouns in the genitive case occurs in a sentence.

adocobols 1360g9Mbogggol bggenbego
Thilisi s University s student

student of the University of Thilisi

05630l othgdemtols ymeals Lobgamo
fthe) bank s director s wife'’s name
the name of the wife of the bank director

Instrumental Case

Most frequently, nouns in instrumental case indicate tools or other
implements that were used to perform an action. In English these
nouns will require use of prepositions with or by.

fogogmdo sgamdgl-om Bogwoze6.
['am going to Chicago by bus.

9b baemaBs bgem-om 3ol Imgbmgoma.
This rug is handmade (i.e. woven by hand).
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Adverbial Case

This case is used mostly in fixed phrases and idiomatic expressions.
Memorizing individual instances would be the best way to learn how
to use it.

9L 39dS S0 EMmsM-sr_30yoy.
1 bought this dress for ten dollars.

063 jmo0 @oMgdame-oe ©sbadbyls.
(They) appointed Irakli as the director.

9L gootio dsgows- a5dmgoygby.
(1) used this wooden board as a table.

Vocative Case

Only a few words still have this case. It is used when addressing a
person. Below is a list of the seven most frequently used and useful
vocative forms.

1. 353-0 nom. 39g-™ voc. man, human being
The word is used in a similar way to man in spoken English, and
is too colloquial for a formal, polite conversation. It does not have
strict gender identity, and could be used in speaking to both men and
woman.

o a0bws, gogm? mogo @adabydyg!
What do you want, man? Leave me alone!

2. qowm-0 nom. Jom-m voc. woman

This form can be used informally when addressing a woman friend,
wife, or even a stranger. Like gsgm man, it should be avoided in
formal, polite conversation.

3. dsgmb-o rnom. dogmb-m voc. master, Sir, Mister
This form is used most often in two cases: a) before the first name of
a person whom you are addressing in formal, polite conversation; b)
when responding to both a man and a woman when they call you by
name. In the latter case it means: yes, I am here; yes, I am listening lu
you, etc.
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4. Jocdogmb-o nom. Joemdsgmb-m voc. lady, Madam

This form is unsed before the first name of a woman you are
addressing in a formal, polite conversation, or when addressing a
stranger.

5. ®ges nom. ©Jes-m Voc. mother

The Georgian word for mother in the vocative case has very specific
applications. It is used while addressing a nun, or in prayers to the
Virgin Mary.

6. 8585 nom. 8585-m voc. father
The vocative form of this word is used only when addressing a priest.

7. @dgm-0 nom. @dgfo-m voc. God

Apart from prayers, the most frequently used expression with this
form is @3gGmm Bgdm! My God! The word order in this expression
is always reversed.

Declension of Adjectives

A. If adjectives are used independently, i.e. when they are not pre-
ceding a noun, they decline almost exactly in the same manner as
nouns. The final vowel affects their declension type. Only -o ending
adjectives have a vocative case ending with -m.

beautiful little short heartless ugly
nom. 33380 JIogets  Bmymg magemm  3dbe
erg. @5858-85 JogoMo-d Bmgemgd Jgpemm-d  3dbm-d
dat./acc. @0358L  3sgocols dmgemgl  gamymmb  3dbm-ls
gen. @338-0ls Jogom-oll  Imgemglo agemmbo 3dbm-lbo
inst. @5338-00 JogdM-om Imemg-mo Jagmm-mo Jdbm-mo

adv. @3daddr Jagetse Imjmge Jajwmwe Jdbm-
voc. @53a8-m  Jogom-d(g) Im3mg-(3) Jangemm-(3) 3dbm-(3)
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The majority of* adjectives in the adverbial case become adverbs.
Thus, in the adverbial case these adjectives have the meaning:

wydsdor  beautifully

dmgemge  in short, briefly

183@me  heartlessly, without proper attention or care
796me in an ungainly manner

B. If adjectives precede a noun, all except those ending in -o remain
unchanged. Notice the declension of adjectives with various vowel
endings in the example below.

white dog little cat sugarless coffee
nom. 0go-o dseemo 3ogoms 3ogs  dodm yoge
erg. 0)0M-3s doemds  Jogoms 3ogdd  dodmm ysgod
dat./acc. 0gmH- domeb dogoms gogol  JdedMm yagob
gen. ogot-o dsomols dogats gogol  dadmm ysgols
instr. 0go-0 ddemon  3ogaMd gogoo  Jdadm ysgom
adv. 0goIth- ddQEIE© 3980 3ogor  Jdadhm yogee
voc. mYOH-m doRmm  JsgdMs Jogeg —————

As shown above, in the ergative and vocative cases adjectives ending
with -0 have the same ending as nouns ending with -o. In the dative/
accusative and adverbial cases they drop the final vowel, and remain
unchanged in the nominative, genitive, and instrumental cases. The
syncopation rule also applies to adjectives.

Declension of Pronouns

There are several groups of pronouns. Here we will give only some
of those most frequently used.

1. Personal pronouns

There are six personal pronouns:

singular plural
1st 39 [/ Bgab  we
2nd 996 you mgdgab  you

3rd ol helshe obobo  they
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The 1st and 2nd person pronouns remain unchanged in all cases.
Only the 3rd person pronouns have the ergative and dative/accusa-
tive case forms. Notice below that plural forms are the same in both
cases.

3rd person pronouns
singular (he/she)  plural (they)

nom. ol oliobo
erg. 956 dam
dat./acc. 3ol %om

In more colloquial forms 08s6 ke/she and oBsm they are used.

2. Demonstrative pronouns

The two most important demonstrative pronouns are gls this and
ols that. When preceding a noun, they have two basic forms, direct
for nominative and indirect for the other cases. These are $8 and o8
respectively. They are never used in the vocative case.

this woman that man

nom. 9L oo ols 3oge
erg. 33 Jomds 0d 3539
dat./acc. o3 Joel 0d 3ogL
gen. 03 Joemols 03 jogols
inst. 33 Jomom 03 goom
adv. 33 Jomoe 03 oo

3. Interrogative pronouns

Interrogative pronouns that may have forms for some cases are the
following:

what who
nom. 6o gob
erg. M3  gob

dat./acc. ol gols

Pronouns Gmgmee what kind, Gmdgeo which and Gsdegbo
how many are declined precisely like adjectives ending with -e. In
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“»mBgmo syncopation would occur, and the vowel -g will be dropped
in the genitive, instrumental, and adverbial.

4. Possessive pronouns

Possessive pronouns decline the same way as adjectives. For prac-
tical purposes, the nominative, ergative and dative cases should be
learned. In these cases they have similar forms whether or not they
precede a noun. Only 1st person pronouns have a vocative case form.

Declination of possessive pronouns not preceding a noun

your your

my (sing.) his/her our (rl) their
nom. hgd0  d9bo dobo  PBggbo ogggbo  dome
erg. Bgd-ds 0gb-ds dob-35 Bggb-d> mdzgb-d> Jom-0s
dat.facc. Bg3L  Tg6L ol BggbL  omgggbl  Jom
voc. fgd-m - —--  Bggb-m
Declination of possessive pronouns preceding a noun

my friend his/her sister
nom. hgdo 3gamdsto dobo ©d
erg. hg9-35 Fgamdomds  Fob-3o od
dat./acc. hgdd dgamdsmls dol sl
voc. hgd-m dgamdsthm —————-
Postpositions

Postpositions may be added to nouns and personal names, as well as
adjectives and pronouns when these do not precede a noun. Each case
has its set of postpositions. It should be remembered that the use of
Georgian postpositions does not always coincide with English usage.
Most often postpositions are added to the stems of nouns, adjectives,
or pronouns while the case endings of these words are dropped. A
few postpositions are added to full-case forms of words. Below are
the most frequently used postpositions.
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1. Genitive case postpositions
-ogols for (added to full-case forms)

nom. gen.
bogom-o baeoe-als
9569965 356g06-0bs
bt 3-9 Lo 3-ols
036 -m @3-

gen. + -ogols
bsgoem-ol-mgol
3567456-0L-mgobs
Lot 3-oli-mgols
moM-m-b-mgols

267

for dinner
for (a) car
for (a) mirror
for (a) shelf

396 out of, from someone (added to full-case forms)

nom. gen.
dgamdat-o  3gamdm-obs
Joem-o Joem-ols
mob-o mob-s-1s
bob-m 60b-ms

gen. + -356
7amdMm-0ls-a5b
Joc-oli-aob
00b-515-356
60b-m-L-356

for a friend
from (a) woman
from Tina

from Nino

2. Dative/Accusative case postpositions

-do in, to, at

nom. dat./acc.
bobern-o boben-ly
gobgs gmbgs-bs

dat./acc. + -8o
boban-do

gmbgs-do

bsbswomm  Lsbogommls  Lsbswowmm-do

3 on, to, at, about

nom.
s0gsb-o
dmbatgo

s039b6-s

dat./acc.

dat./acc. + 3y
s0356-89

3mbpgtgL  3mbigtig By

267

to or at home, in the
house

to or at the post
office

to or in the dining
room

on the balcony
to or at the concert
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-oo6 with, together with (nouns ending with vowels other than -o
will retain the case ending).

nom. dat./acc. dat./acc. + -msb

dgamdoti-o  gamdatd-l  dgamdsti-msb  with (to) a friend

dds 495 dds-L-mab with (to) brother

6967 b7694 b96-L-masb with (to) Nunu
(personal name)

3. Independent postpositions

Some adverbs (behind, ahead, after, etc.) may function as postposi-
tions. The majority of them follow nouns in the genitive case. Below
are a few examples:

Lsbeools 5366 behind the house
gdgool 399=ga after the lecture
oo ool Fob two days ago

3390dymgmdol asdm  because of illness



APPENDIX lI: GEORGIAN VERBS

The verbal system is the most challenging part of Georgian grammar.
Without understanding the structure of the verb it is impossible to
understand either written or spoken Georgian. One of the problems
in identifying and learning Georgian verbs is the absence of infinitive
forms. There is no infinitive in Georgian. Verbs should therefore
be memorized in one of the active forms. In this book, verbs will be
listed in the 2nd-person singular form of the present/future tense (in
Georgian, present tense becomes future simply by adding a preverb).

Tenses of Verbs

There are ten tenses in Georgian. In this book, only five of them
are discussed in detail. These are the most frequently used forms in
spoken Georgian.

Below is a brief outline of these five tenses:

1. Present: conveys a habitual, frequent, or usual action, or one that
takes place here and now. mobs {gfowl §gels is the equiva-
lent of English: a. Tina writes a letter (i.e. frequently); b. Tina is
writing a letter (right now).

2. Imperfect: conveys an action that was habitual, frequent or usual
in the past, or was in progress but not necessarily completed. mobs
Faowml YgMwes is the equivalent of English: a. Tina wrote a
letter (i.e. often); b. Tina was writing a letter (in the morning).

3. Future: conveys an action that will take place in the future and
will be completed. mobs {gFomlb ©sfg®l is the equivalent of
English: Tina will write a letter.

4. Aorist: conveys an action that was completed in the past; its goal
has been achieved. m06s3 Ygfomo w©sfgés Tina wrote a letter
(i.e. the letter is finished and ready to be sent).

269
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5. Optative: this i$ a very versatile tense and is used for many dif-
ferent purposes. Basically, it conveys a modality of action, inten-
tion, necessity, possibility, desirability, etc. of doing something.
00653 [gomo @s§gdmb can be translated as: Let Tina write a
letter (she should do it).

The optative form is often preceded by other verbs or auxiliary
words. If the optative is used, the case of the third person subject
(in the examples below, mabs Tina) will be determined by these
verbs, not by the optative (here @s{fgemls optative form of write).
In the sentences below, the subject (7ina) is in three different cases
(nominative, dative, and ergative respectively) because the verbs
immediately following the subject require these cases.

®0bs 53otgdl [gMomo wofgmmb.

Tina intends to write a letter.

(3306990ks intends is regular 1st conjugation verb in the present
tense.)

®0bsl Fgademos [gMomo ofgmmbs.
Tina can write a letter.
(3ggdcmos can is a 4th conjugation verb in present tense.)

00658 3bxs {oMomo ofgmml.
Tina should write a letter.
(3bxs is a modal auxiliary meaning should, must, has to.)

Structure of Verbs

The structure of Georgian verbs includes a variety of particles (suf-
fixes, prefixes, etc.) which modify the meaning of the verb or mark
the grammatical tense (present, future, optative, etc.). One should be
able to recognize them and learn their functions in order to under-
stand the written or spoken language. In the example below, we use
the verb gssggmgdls t0 do, to make in its 3rd person, future tense
form and break down the prefixes, basic root, and suffixes (which, in
this case, are five) that make up this verb:
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855 39mgols (he/she will do)

preverb person

vowel preradical root PFSF marker

1 2 3 4 5

a° ~> -390 3o -b

1. gs- is a preverb (verbal prefix); it appears in the future, aorist,

2.

3.

4.

5.

and optative tenses, defines the verb’s dominant meaning, and
specifies the direction of the action in time or space.

There are about eight different preverbs plus a few combinations
formed by these eight basic preverbs (see section on Verbs of
Motion below). Each verb must be memorized together with its
preverb. Thus, if instead of gs- we use the preverb 8¢-, the verb
99-5-390-99-b would mean s/he will repair instead of s/he will do.

-5 is a preradical vowel. In various tenses it may be dropped or
replaced by other vowels or syllables. It may specify the purpose
of the action or even indicate for whom the action is carried out. In
this book the use and function of various preradical vowels are not
discussed. However, here are some examples that provide some
general idea about them:

tgbogm hools go-s-39mgd-b.
Rusiko will make tea.

tgbogm Roals ad-0-3gm-g0-bs.
Rusiko will make tea for herself.
tgbogm Hsob a5-30-39090-l.
Rusiko will make tea for you.

-3go- is the basic root of the verb to which preradical vowels and
preverbs are added.

-390 is the present/future stem formant (further identified as
PFSF). As the term indicates, this ending marks the verb’s present
and future tenses. Verbs may have different present/future stem
formants.

4s is the person marker, here 3rd person singular.
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Conjugations

Georgian verbs are divided into four groups or conjugation types.
Each group has a distinct conjugation pattern, and memorizing the
individual patterns is the best way to learn them.

1st Conjugation

The majority of Georgian verbs belong to this conjugation.

Verbs of this group are mostly transitive verbs, i.e. they have a
direct object (further identified as d.o.), i.e. something or someone
to which action is directed.

mobs YgBomls {gmls.

Tina is writing a letter.
(In this sentence §goels a letter is the direct object.)

These verbs may have two kinds of preradical vowels, ~s- or -o-,
or no preradical vowel:

as-9-39m-90  Bo-0-w-90 ©3-botx-vg
do, make receive spend

They may have a variety of preverbs: 8o-, 8m-, ©s-, 33-, as-,
ases-, etc. Various preverbs and their functions are discussed im
the section on verbs of motion. (See Appendix III for further dis-
cussion of preverbs.)

The PFSF (present/future stem formant) of these verbs can be:
-0, -md, -53, 58, -o or none at all:

©3-0-Fy-gd  a5->-md-md ©o-bog-og
start heat up something paint
©5-0-Ub-93  adwo-madpdb-o  co-fgm
pour translate write
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* In the aorist and optative tenses the subject of these verbs must be
changed from nominative to ergative case, while the direct object
changes from dative to nominative case:

pres.:

aor.:

opt.:

6s6s (nom.) bsgowmls (dat.) s 3gmgdls.
Nana (subj.) is making dinner (d.0.).
65653 (erg.) bogoemo (nom.) ads3qme.
Nana (subj.) made dinner (d.o.).

65653 (erg.) Lsmomo (nom.) ad5s390mmb.
Nana (subj.) should make dinner (d.o.).

2nd Conjugation

In this textbook only a few verbs of this group are used. The
emphasis is put on verbs of motion that belong to this group.

» The verbs of this group are intransitive, i.e. they do not have direct
objects. The majority of these verbs correspond to English passive
forms; they denote change, transformations of some kind that the
subject undergoes.

* The subject of these verbs remains in the nominative case in all

tenses.

pres.:

aor.:

opt.:

Lobeno 99bwgds.

A house is being built.
Lbobmo sdgbws.

A house was built.
Labeo 3brs 5d9begls.
A house should be built.

» All verbs of this conjugation have PFSF -9&. These verbs are
divided into two subgroups:

1. Verbs with -o- preradical vowel, called iniani (06os6o) forms

©o-0-(y-90-5  ©3-0-33Ma-90-> go-0-wd-,
will get started  will be lost will be open
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2. Verbs with - preceding the PFSF -9, called dorniani
(embosbo) forms

©3-dm3g3M-m-90->  ao-3Mdgm--90-0  @I-3gM-©-9d-5
will be completed will be continued  will get old

The verb be

The verb be is placed in a subsection of the 2nd conjugation group.
See Appendix III for further details.

Verbs of motion

These verbs are placed in a subsection of the 2nd conjugation group.
(See Appendix III for further details.)

3rd Conjugation

Most verbs of this group denote motion, emission of light and noise.
and the phenomena of weather. Many of them are formed from a
noun.

¢ This group includes mostly intransitive (i.e. those which do net
have a direct object) and a few transitive verbs:

Intransitive Transitive
338smd work ®s3sdmd play
@odsBojmd speak  JoMomd rent

e The majority of these verbs have no preradical vowel of any kind.
There are a few exceptions, such as: o-3o6-0bs (s/he) is laughing.

e The majority of these verbs have no preverb in the present and
imperfect tenses.

» The majority of these verbs have the PFSF -m3 or -»g; a few of
them have -o, 4, or none at all:

Joto-md 333393 @00 gRYGEIRPE Yo
rent dance cry chirp bark
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Like verbs of the 1st conjugation, all verbs of the 3rd conjugation,
both transitive and intransitive, require that the subject is changed
from nominative to ergative case in the aorist and optative tenses.

Pres.:. momo JoMase 393353L.  Lali dances well.
Aor.. omod joMaswe opgzgo.  Lali danced well.
Opt: momod JoMaswe opgigmb. Lalishould dance well,

There are a few verbs that denote weather conditions, and they
are used only in the 3rd person singular form. A practical way of
learning them would be to memorize them in present and imper-
fect tenses:

Present Imperfect
{300 itisraining {g00-ws it was raining
omg-s itis snowing omg-es it was snowing

4th Conjugation

This is the most challenging conjugation. Since these verbs are irreg-
ular in all tenses, the most practical thing will be to memorize only
a dozen most frequently used verbs in the present and imperfect, the
tenses in which these verbs are most commonly used.

The “strangest” aspect of these verbs is the reversed order of
subject-object relations. The subject is in the dative case and the
object is in the nominative.

It is helpful to remember a similar verb form in old English:
methinks. there are similar forms in modern German; for example,
es freut mich I am glad, I am looking forward to, or Russian mae
KAKETCSL if seems 1o me.

See conjugation charts in Appendix III.






APPENDIX llI: VERB CONJUGATION CHARTS

1st Conjugation Charts

All verbs of this conjugation have the subject in the ergative case
when they are in the aorist and optative forms.

While the pronouns of the 1st and 2nd persons (8g I, 896 you,
Bg96 we, mgggb you pl) do not have ergative case endings and
remain unchanged, the 3rd person pronouns should be changed in
accordance with the rules: ols se/she becomes 856, and obsobo rhey
will be 8som.

This rule also applies to nouns and personal names; they too will
be in the ergative case in the aorist and optative tenses.

The conjugation pattern of Group A is the most regular. Some
verbs, as shown below, deviate slightly from this pattern.

1st Conjugation, Group A (1, A)

The majority of 1st Conjugation verbs belong to this group.

3-3g0-99, (g5-) (you) do, make, prepare

Sing. [Present |Imperfect |Future Aorist Optative
Ist |3>3009d 3300030 33930000 (39903999  [8030300
{2nd 3-3900-90 3-3g-90-mo  |ad - o-39m-gd |80 »-3gm-g  |gd - 9-3go-™
3rd 3-390-90-b | 3-39m-gd0d [8d- o-39m-93-b (a5 - o390 |ad - 3-3gm-mb
Pl.

'1st 3-9390790-0 | 3539090 -Ro-m |35-5-91700-98-00 | 30-3-5390--01 | 39-5-03)0-m-0
2nd 3-30gd-o 339090 -Ro-0 |35-9-3g090-00 | a5~ -d37M--00 [ad- S gM-m-;0
3rd  |[>-39mpd96 339mgd-ebgb |ae-5-390-38-96 (8> -3g0-gb  [a5- v 3g0-mb

1st Conjugation, Group B (1, B)

All 1st Conjugation verbs with the present/future stem formant
(PFSF) -« belong to this group. Their conjugation pattern differs
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from that of Group A only in two forms: third person plural in the
present and future tenses. In all other forms they follow the pattern
of Group A.

Pres.: obobo g8556-056 they send (are sending)
Fut.:  obobo go-a8ogb-0s6 they will send

1st Conjugation, Group C (1, C)

Some verbs with no vowel in their root belong to this group. They
differ from the verbs in Group A only in the 3rd-person singular form
of the aorist. All other forms follow the pattern of Group A.

Pres.: .90l (s/he) opens (is opening)
Aor.: as->-@-m (s/he) opened

1st Conjugation, Group D (1, D)

A small number of 1st Conjugation verbs produce the vowel -~s- in
their root in the aorist and optative tenses in both the singular and
plural. In all other ways their conjugation pattern is similar to the
verbs in Group A.

Pres./Fut.: (3d05-) obe-o  (you) pay (bill, rent)
Aor.: ad@s-0-bswe-
Opt.: 8925-0-bde-m

1st Conjugation, Group E (1, E)

ogo (you) know

This is a unique verb in that the subject must be in the ergative case
in both the present and the imperfect. For practical purposes, its con-
jugation should be memorized in these two tenses.
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ogo (you) know

Sing. Present Imperfect
1st 3y gogo 39 gog-meo
2nd dgb oo 996 o-meo
3rd 856 ogo-b 856 o3-mes
Pl

1st B396 3- ogo-o  [Bggb g-03-meo-m
2nd md3zgb opo-o  |mdggb og-meo-m
3rd o oo-9b |3sm  o-me-byb

83 3sg9s oM opols.
This man does not know.

3965653 56 o(z0b.
Manana does not know.

Some verbs of the 1st Conjugation are irregular and should be mem-
orized individually. Most of them change their roots in the future
tense, which is the base for the formation of the aorist and optative,
following the pattern of Group A.

Present Future Aorist Optative

kY ogen-md 0dbfogm-o  olfogm-g obfogem-m study
yoEg@-md  0-yor-0 0-yo-9 0-yor-m buy
Joobym-md  o-joob-vg  0-jomb-g 0-goob-m read; ask
g -md 0-3mgb-o 0-3mgb- 0-3mgb-m find

2nd Conjugation Charts

Verbs of this conjugation are intransitive, i.e. they do not have a
direct object.

¢ They do not require the ergative case in any of the tenses.

e They often correspond to English passive forms (was built, was
started, was sold, etc.) denoting a change of state.

» There are two basic conjugation patterns of these verbs; one for
doniani verbs (Group A), i.e. those which have - inserted just
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before their PFSF, and the other for iriani verbs (Group B), i.e.
those that have preradical vowel -o-.

e Verbs of motion (Group C) and the verb to be (Group D) are also
listed as subgroups of the 2nd conjugation.

2nd Conjugation, Group A (2, A) doniani verbs

hgH--90-0 (gs-) (you) stop

Sing. Present Imperfect Future Aorist Optative
1st g-hgfr-mnd-0 ghg@-egi-meo (go-ghgGegde  |as-g-hgH-go |go-g-fgh-eg
2nd Bghegdo  |BgG-ggd-meo |asBgfiegin  [asfgf-me  [as-Byfmy
3rd Byd-w-g0~»  |ByGegdmebgh |ao-Bgfagds ad-Fgd-wo ad>-fgd-egb
Pl.

1st 3-hgf--gd-om |ghgf-gdmeo |g-ghgH-rgdem |gs-gByH-gom |as-g-RgH-ngm
2nd By-g-gdom [Ryfrgdmeo [a3Bgd-mgdeo (adfyH-geo [asBgf-ggm
3rd Bgtr-m-50-056 [ByM-gdombyh [ aa-Hgf-mgdosh |asfigm-wbgh |as-Hg@-wbsb

¢ For practical purposes, some of these verbs should be memorized
only in the 3rd person singular form.

Present Imperfect Future Aorist

dgmE-©-90-> [3gmM-©-90-mrd [a3-0gmew-505 |as-dgme-w-» |is repeated

8 -©-0-  [gaf-m-go-mes  [Bo-gof-r-9d~ [Bo-gof-ms  |is taking
place

@33-90»  |0o3--d-mes  |es-0sBrgd |ey-msd-gs |is getting
dark

dgb-m-90-v  |Jgb-gd-mrs  [s-dgb-w-9d»  |o-Jgb-wo is built

2nd Conjugation, Group B (2, B) iniani verbs

Verbs of this group have the o- preradical vowel in all tenses, but
follow the conjugation pattern of Group A. A significant majority of
these verbs are not used when referring to a person. Below are the
3rd person singular forms of some of the verbs of this group.
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Present

Imperfect

Future

Aorist

0-2-90->

0-0-50-MmEd

a0-0-w-0-d

8-)-0"Q-(')

is (gets) open

starts, gets started
is on sale, sells
is written, spelled

g-0-fy-m
89040~
©o-0-fg6h-»

go-0-fy5o-»
gbﬂ-gnQ-gb-o
©o-0-f 990>

o Fygpeo
0-4o@-93-mEs
oY g-90-mws

o-¥y-99->
04090~
oY am-9d->

Some verbs of this group can also be used when referring to persons:

J9 ogodsey mdowmolido.
I was born in Thilisi.

Ogbojm bmggmdo 08Grgdmes.
Rusiko was growing up in a village.

amsto bdgggogbom bgegbgow omgemgds higgbls 3ewslido.
Otari is considered as the best student in our class.

2nd Conjugation, Group C (2, C)

Verbs of motion

» All verbs of this group have one common stem: -o- in the present
and imperfect tenses, to which various preverbs are added.

s Preverbs indicate the direction of movement.

» There are seven basic preverbs, roughly corresponding to the
English to, in, up, down, over, etc. One of the most frequently
used prefixes is 8o- denoting going away.

do- go (away)
Sing.| Present Imperfect Future Aorist Optative
ist  |30-g-o-3o6  |do-g-ro-mgo do-gom  |Jo-ggeo 80-goreg
\an do-go-bam do- o-meo do-b-goe |Gob-gaoo  |do-b-gom-y
3rd (3o-cobs 30- ©o-mes 3o-3> do-goms do-g029b
Pl
1st  (30-3-w0-396-0 [Bo-g-mo-meo-m |Bo-gom-m  [Bo-ggeo-o0  |do-gom-5-0
2nd |o-go-boti-o  |do-go-mgo-m  [do-b-gom-o (Bo-b-ggeo-m |Fob-gog-g-m
3rd |9o-go-9b dowo-mebyb [do-gem-9b6  [do-gobgb  |do-goc-bgb
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Other preverbs denote movement away (from the speaker):

b_
Bs-

99
3%~
8ors-

-

The preverb 8m- indicates fo come here (movement towards the
speaker), and could be combined with each of the preverbs listed

going up s3c0gs6(m), seabst(m), scab, swash

goingdown  Bagroge®(m), hocobsd(m), hocals,
hoosb

going in(to)  dggcogeti(m), dgeobsd(m), dgcols,
Jd9wosb

going out 89300356 (m), gocobs@(m), goeols,
89©05b

going over 8503320350 (m), aseseobad(m),

adeseol, adssrosb
going (often) @sgeogs®(m), rogobst(m), ool
©aadb

above: 33m-, Bsdm-, godm-, etc.

2nd Conjugation, Group D (2, D)
The verb be

The verb be is highly irregular with a different root in all tenses. Here
and in the glossaries, the verb is listed in its verbal noun form gemg6s

be; being.

gmagbs be
Sing. |Present |Imperfect/Aorist Future Optative
ist 506 3-0453-0 g-0dbgd-0 3-04-m
2nd (bath 0yog-0 0gbgd-o 0y-m
3rd  |shas 0y-m agbgd-> ay-mb
Pl
1st |35(-;  (g-oydg-0-m 3-0gbgd-0-00 [g-04-m-o
2nd |both-m 0493-0-0 0gbgd-0-m 0y-m-o
3rd  |sMo-ab 0yg-Hgb 0g690-056 0-43-b9b
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3rd Conjugation Charts
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With a few exceptions, the verbs of this conjugation do not have pre-
verbs. There are only two conjugation types, verbs that have an -
Present/Future stem formant (PFSF), and the majority that have -mé
PFSE. Their conjugation patterns are similar; they form the future
tense by dropping the ending of the present tense and adding an o-
preverb and 49 PFSF.

3rd Conjugation, Group A (3, A)

The majority of 3rd Conjugation verbs belong to this group.
gbmgd-md (you) live

Sing.| Present Imperfect Future Aorist Optative
1st  |3bmge-md 3-gbmgh-md-ro  |3-03bmghgd  [g-o5bmgtg  |gobmgH-m
2nd sbmgH-md bmg-md-ro o3bmgf-9d ogbmgi-y o-gbmgH-om
|3rd gbogH-mdl | bmgB-md-wd | o3bmgMgéb| ogbmgm- o-3bmgd-mb
Pl.

iIst |3bmgf-md-o [gbogHmd-gom [|3-ogbmgeigde  |3-a-pbmgF-go |3-obmgBHomm
2nd gbmgfH-od-m | gboge-md-goo | o3bmgG-gdm | ogbmgc-go opbogH-mn

3rd gbmgd-md-g6| 3bmgM-mdwbyb| a-3bmgmgd-gh| o-3bmgm-gb (oybmg@-mb

3rd Conjugation, Group B (3, B)

All verbs ending with -o have this conjugation pattern. The suffix
forming the imperfect of these verbs is not -we but -meoe. The con-
jugation patterns in future, aorist, and optative tenses are exactly the
same as in Group A.

3960 (you) sing

Ising. | Present | Imperfect Future Aorist Optative
(st |3-8mg-o [3-9mgf-meo  |g3-0-dmyf-gd  |30-dngtig  |3-0-dmyfi-m
[2nd Bogc-o gt -meo 039699 0-3agt-9 0-dogth-m
3rd  [Bagt-o-L dogf-meo 0-909M-93-b | 0-dmgM-o  |o-dmgf-mls
Pl.

I1st |3-8gf-om (3-80mgM-meem |3-0-8rgf-gdm |3-0-9ngf-go |3-0-8ngH-me
2nd | 8ogf-om | BeyBr-meom |o-dngt-qdo 0-3xgM-900 | 0-3myf-mm
3rd | 80y -096 | Bmgf-mebgblo-Bagf-93-96 | 0-Bagm-gb 0-dpgM-mb
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4th Conjugation Charts

Subjects of these verbs are in the nominative, while direct objects
are in the dative/accusative. There are about three dozen verbs of
this conjugation. At this point familiarity with just a few verbs of this
type in the present and imperfect tenses is sufficient. The third person
markers in parentheses, (3) and (is), are usually dropped in the spoken
forms. The division into groups offered below is for the convenience
of memorizing the conjugation patterns and does not correspond to a
strict scholarly classification of these verbs.

4th Conjugation, Group A (4, A)

1. to have (inanimate object)

Present

dg 3-5g3-L Bgab ag-sds-L
396 a-odab 0396 a-vd3-o
sl 5gg-bs o >jg-m
Imperfect

39 3-Jmb-eo Fg9b ag-Jmb-ws
396 a-Jmb-s  ogg9b a-Jmb-ws-»
st (3)-Jmbws s (3)4jmb-ws-o

s dgbo FabodoMmmo S ofgl.
He (she) does not have your address.

5bsbols wHm oM Imbes.
Manana didn’t have time.

Bgdl 3983mdreagdls cowo bdobs sdgo.
My neighbors have a big apartment.



Appendix III: Verb Conjugation Charts

2. to have (animate object)

Present

dg 3-yog-b B3ab a3-yoz-L

96 3go3l  od3b ayog-»
sl (3)yogb s (3)yog-o
Imperfect

99 3yogms  Pggb agyogmo
396 aysgs  odzgh aysggo-m
b (3)gog@d o (3)ysgwe-o

350 053580 Jdgots domemo 3ysgom.
They have a cute little dog.

80sl mMo > s Lado dds 3yogls.
Gia has two sisters and three brothers.

58 dagdgg0L Fdmdengdo oM 3ysgm.
These children don’t have parents.

3. to like, love

Present

89 doygo6L Bg9b ago-ygom-b
d56 go-ygoml  mgdggb ao-ygot-m
sl gygom-l o Jygo-m
Imperfect

39 Boygom-s  Bggh ago-ygom-ws

dgb ao-yge-©s  mgggb ao-ygoc-wa-o
Bl gygot-gs oo Pyz9M-gO-m

89 doemosh doyzoml gl Jomsdo.
Ilove this city very much.

b 3y396L boembymo LodwgMgoo.
She (he) likes folk songs.

38 gmambgdls gygecm gl sbomda.
These girls love this actor.
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4th Conjugation, Group B (4, B)

1. to want

Present

39 9o-be-> Bg9b6 ago-boo-»
d9b ao-be-s mg39b ao-be-v-or
3L 9-be-o 3o Jbe-v-o
Imperfect

39 d0-bo-med>  Pggb ag-obe-mes
996 go-be-mes ofggb ao-bu-mes-o
PbL gbe-mes o Jbho-mes-o

36 aobos gb foabo?

Don’t you want this book?

s Jbese dgbo ggemgnmbols bmdge.
They want your phone number.

38580l 9bes @mbembio ogowyl.
Tamazi wants to go to London.

2. to have pain, to be aching

Present

9y 3-gg0g~> Bgab 83-6303~>

396 a-¢jog> od3ab 3-8303->-®
b (b)ggog-~> dom (L)-gz0g->-0r
Imperfect

3y 8-pgo-mm>  B3gb ag-pgo-mes
dgb a-ggo-mes  ogzah aggo-mes-o
8ob (L)ggo-mes s (b)-ggo-mes-m

amaol mago biggogs.
Gogi has a headache.

M9 agjogom?
What hurts you?

0obsls s bobsls 3330 Liggzommsm.
Tina and Nana had a stomachache.
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3. to be hungry (this verb has no d.o.)

Present

39 3-do-> Bg9b ag-do-»
396 g-0e- ogdggh g-do~dvom
asls da-o 8o Bo-ds;m
Imperfect

8y 3-00-mgs  Bggb a3-Bo-mes
996 a-80-mes  ogd3gb g-do-mge-o
9sb do-mes 3o do-mes-m

3 ados?
Aren’t you hungry?

@aols o domwd.
Lali wasn’t hungry.

003d393L dde0sb doso.
The children are very hungry.

4th Conjugation, Group C (4, C)

1. to be in a hurry

Present

9y 39-hdom-gd-s B39 agg-hdom-gd-»
996 ag-Hjom—d-o o396 agHfom-gd-vm
3ol g-Bfom-9d-o 3o ghfemr-qd-vm
Imperfect

3y 9ghdomgd-mes  hBggb agghfetgd-mes
396 agbdotigd-mws  omgggb aghdogomesm
b ghdorgd-mes  Fom g-BJotigd-mmem

oo gemols o6 ghdomagds.
Irakli isn’t in a hurry.

Bggbl g 389l ghdsmgdsm.
Our guests are in a hurry.

(@d39b) aobjscrgdom?
Are you in a hurry?
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APPENDIX IV: GRAMMATICAL GLOSSARY

This glossary contains short definitions of grammatical terms used
throughout this book. These explanations and examples are intended
to be helpful to those unfamiliar with the terms, and not as formal
linguistic definitions.

adjective: a word that precedes a noun, describing and specifying
it (beautiful, cold, etc.). An adjective answers the question
what kind?

aspirated: a sound followed by a small puff of air, e.g., 7 in English.

case: the form that a noun, pronoun, or adjective acquires when it
is declined, e.g., nominative, genitive, etc. See Appendix 1 for
further details.

decline: to change the form, usually the ending, of a noun, pronoun,
or adjective depending on its function in the sentence, e.g., He is
a boy; I see him.

demonstrative: pronouns that point out the one referred to, such as
this, that, those.

enclitic: a word that is attached to another, and becomes part of that
word; in Georgian it is the vowel -s, equivalent of the verb is
(960b.): bsobgg@glsms It’s interesting.

gender: refers to groups of nouns that are marked as masculine or
feminine. In Georgian, as in English, nouns are not marked for
gender.

inanimate: something not alive, e.g., chair, school, etc.

interrogative: a question or question word (pronoun), e.g., who?,
what?, why? etc.

inversion: a change in standard word order, e.g., You are right —
Right you are.

noun: a person, place, thing, or idea. Nouns function as both subjects
and objects.

numeral: a word that precedes a noun, answering the question Zow
many?

object: a (qualified) noun or pronoun that is affected by the action of
a verb, e.g., John sees a big dog.
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plural: the form of a noun referring to more than one thing, e.g.,
books, dogs.

possessive: pronoun answering the question whose? (my, yours, his,
ours, efc.).

postposition: in Georgian, a suffix that is added to a noun, e.g.,
boben-8a in the house; dsgoes-8g on the table.

predicate: the part of the sentence (containing a verb) that makes
the assertion about the subject and the object, e.g., John sees the
big dog.

preposition: a word that precedes a noun and answers questions such
as where? or when? e.g., under, after, with, to, etc.

preverb: verbal prefix added to verbs in various tenses: gs-s3gmgd,
8o-bgom, fo-0mgd.

pronoun: a word that replaces a noun; e.g., I, you, she, him, who,
whose, etc.

qualifier: any of several types of words (pronoun, adjective,
numeral) that precede a noun.

singular: the form of a noun referring to a single thing, e.g., book, dog.

subject: one who carries out the action of a sentence—either a noun
(i.e. person, place, or thing), pronoun (%e, they, this, who), or
noun phrase (The black dog chases a rabbit.)—or undergoes a
change (He became a minister.).

syncopation: omission of a vowel in some nouns.

syllable: a sound-unit that is equivalent to a ‘beat’, e.g., In-di*a*na
(4 beats), @o-eg-ws.

tense: inflection in a verb that indicates whether past, present, or
future time is intended.

unaspirated: a sound not followed by a small puff of air; e. g. m
in English.

unit: any group of words that are naturally grouped together in a
sentence; to keep the meaning clear, the units should not be
separated: [The man] [was petting] [my dog].
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