Lesson 12A – Lower Half Precreasing
Congratulations on making it this far!

You’ve test folded every part of the lower half, now it’s time to put it all together.

Lesson 12 is divided into three parts – precreasing, collapsing, and shaping. Precreasing is the easiest of the three, but it has been given its own lesson to make sure you don’t rush it. I use a scoring tool for all the scale precreases – the embossing stylus. It will take perhaps 2-3 hours to precrease the scales this way, but it will make the collapse so much easier.

This lesson is accented with progressive crease patterns, which will show the full sheet during the various stages of precreasing. At each, stop to make sure your creases are in the proper place before moving on. There is a lot of counting involved in that, but don’t be in a hurry.

Your choice of paper in Lesson 12 is of course very important if you mean for it to be your “real” lower half, as opposed to a test fold. Choose paper thin, strong, and large! Kraft is the easiest to come by in large sizes, but make sure it isn’t too thick. The neck twist which comes in the upper half will be very difficult with thick paper. For my first 3.5 I used rice paper treated with MC. For my second, I prepared mulberry tissue with MC. Both have the combination of thinness and strength I like, but the scales always look better in kraft. So for the collapse and shaping of the “Course Ryujin” I’ll be using large white kraft, 48”x96” for each half.

Your paper size should be between 36”x72” and 48”x96” (90cm x 180cm and 120cm x 240cm) depending on the paper’s thickness.
The paper used in this guide is a 24”x48” sheet of duo kraft. It is undersized, and was used only for the precreasing lesson. It would be too small (and too thick) for the collapsing.
