Lesson 15 – Neck twist
The neck twist has been a difficult problem to many people making Ryujins. One reason for it being a sticking-point is that there are no clues given in Kamiya’s official crease pattern, and the few steps diagrammed by Kamiya about the neck twist are done on a simple fan pleat with little to relate it to the actual Ryujin neck. This guide uses what’s basically a special-edition fan pleat – not difficult to make, and resembles the geography of the real thing close enough.

The base of the head is upside-down when it is collapsed, and it needs to be flipped over at the neck. The problem is that there are many layers of pleats at the neck, and it becomes unreasonably thick unless you’re using a very large or very thin sheet. The neck can be the least elegant part of a Ryujin made with a less-than-desirable paper choice.
Four dorsal spines are made in this guide. Try them without precreasing! But you may do so if you like.

Don’t worry if it doesn’t hold closed perfectly on its own, for the final model we’ll be gluing it shut.

This neck twist is primarily based on Kamiya’s short guide, but the collapse of the visible outside layers near the dorsal spines (which will lead up to an antler) was shown to me by Djordje Jovanovic, who was himself shown the idea by Karol Kafarski.

The paper used for this guide is an 18” (45cm) sheet of duo kraft. A sheet of large kami (10” / 25cm) will do fine.
