Lesson 16 – Early Head Base Lite
The “lite” in the title refers to the fact that this head base is missing the actual 3.5 neck and scales that occur on the full model. Also, the 16x16 starting grid actually represents 32x32 units of the full model. When completed, you can use this test fold as a reference when folding the real head without fear of getting lost in the 3D collapses.

Various origami artists have devised collapsing sequences for the Ryujin head. I myself have folded from three sequences, but hoped to devise my own. So once I had a finished head, I carefully unfolded it one step at a time and documented the reversed process. My goal was to back the head up as far as I could while keeping it flat – the other head sequences stay in 3D too long, for my taste. This “early head base” is as far as I could get before I couldn’t unfold anymore without going into 3D. One clue that I am on the right track is in Kamiya’s book - there is a picture of him collapsing a head base, and it matches one step on the path from early to late base the way I figured it!
After you have mastered this lesson, we will try a full head, starting over from a flat sheet but adding the correct 3.5 neck parts, carrying through from early base to late base, and then shaping. The path from flat sheet to early head base is not easy your first time, but another reason I made this lesson “lite” is so you can make another if you feel you need more practice.
This lesson features much work in 3D. Be careful to orient your model along with the photos and look ahead a few steps to see where the process is going. Included at the end of the file are two crease patterns of the finished test fold. They are presented colored-side-up, and red/blue represents mountain/valley as on the whiteboard. You may use these crease patterns to help guide your collapse, especially around page 40-45. 

A few notes about individual pages-

Going from Page 28 to Page 29 involves popping up towards you the spot in the center where the 22.5° creases meet.
From Page 32 until the end, work on both halves (at opposite corners of the square) at the same time.
Going from Page 34 to Page 35 also involves popping up towards you a spot where 22.5° creases meet.

The paper used in this guide is a 24” (60cm) sheet of duo kraft. A sheet around 12” (30cm) is more appropriate.
