Lesson 20 – Final shaping
Most of the work from now on involves glue and wires. I use standard white glue and floral stem wire, which is wire wrapped in thread, because it holds glue better.

I can’t say exactly where to glue and wire, since it will be different depending on your paper’s thickness. I used thick kraft, and so I had to use many wires. I should have used thicker wire as it did not end up bending quite the way I wanted. Perhaps I will open the dorsal spines one day and fix it.

The thickness of the kraft was something I hoped I could overcome in the end, but the head and feet did not want to shape the way I had hoped. I have illustrated steps to shape the feet which are therefore not reflected in the photographs. Feel free to glue down leg layers that misbehave.

My method of connecting the middle scales differs from Kamiya’s. He connects the scales before fixing them to the center pleats. I chose not to do this, but you are free to try.

The length of the “spine break” under the legs isn’t always the same, as the leg layers can become very thick. Mine flatten out the space for 5 or 6 dorsal spines, instead of the 4 on the crease pattern. This is why I save the spine break until this stage.

The layers can become misaligned during the tail folding, so I save final tail shaping until after the scales are wrapped around.

When working on the head, elevate the neck with books or anything else that can keep the weight off the front legs, if you need to.

Then, send me a picture and be sure to credit the course when you share it with others! Congratulations!
