Lesson 3 – Shaping scales

This guide intersects pleats with the same proportions as scales on a Ryujin. Two ways to shape are demonstrated – with fingers, and with a tool. Don’t hold yourself back from using a tool because you think it may be “cheating” – be aware that the completed model requires glue and wires to hold a good shape. Tool-assistance cuts down the shaping time considerably once you get the hang of it.
Kamiya has folded two Ryujin 3.5s, both with shaped scales. There are over 1200 scales, and it is a significant time investment. Roughly 3 out of 4 Ryujin 3.5s I’ve seen online shape the scales, and it adds authenticity and professionalism to the final model. The final choice is yours as to how important you feel they are. 

Most test folds in this course will not shape the scales. They will, however, layer the pleats for the scales in a certain direction that is required if you don’t wish to shape them. The flow of the pleats will match Kamiya’s unshaped scales of Ryujin 2.1 and Ryujin 3.1.
The paper used in this guide is large kami.

