Lesson 5A – Tail Base

Lessons 1 through 4 could be called “isolated” lessons, in that they don’t apply directly to a portion of the final Ryujin model. So, I can call Lesson 5 the first “excerpt” lesson. It is the actual tail you will make on the real thing.

The process will be longer and more difficult than the previous lessons, so I have split the folding into two parts, the base and the shaping. This photo guide sometimes features computer-made images – but following the appearance of the photographs should be first priority.
The base will feature moves practiced in Lessons 1A, 2, and 4. New to Lesson 5A will be the dorsal spines. You don’t need to shape the scales, but you may wish to do so. If you use nice enough paper, a good Ryujin 3.5 tail is an effective model on its own. Lesson 5B (Tail Shaping) will begin with your completed Base from 5A, so fold neatly!
It is not required to precrease the scale pleats on a Ryujin, but in my experience it makes the scales much easier to collapse and of a consistent size. At least precrease them on your way through 5A as shown in the guide, then if you’d like to make a second tail afterwards, try without scale pleat precreases to see which you prefer. Be careful not to skip precreasing solely because of the time investment if you will end up with messy scales. All scales in guides within this course will feature precreasing the scale pleats.

One thing I can note at this time is the orientation of my process in relation to Kamiya’s official crease pattern, which can be found in his book “Challenge the Hardship of Folding Brand-New Creative Models.” The square is laid out with the tail on the lower right, and the head on the upper right. When I started studying the Ryujin 2.1 crease pattern, I considered the crease pattern to be colored-side up, and that idea carried into my studies of Ryujin 3.5. It turned out to be the mirror-image of Satoshi Kamiya’s model. The Ryujin is nearly symmetrical – but the seam which runs down the back near the dorsal spines is only seen on one side. Also, the tail is layered differently on each side. The guides which you will be following are based on my “colored side up” notes. You may choose to flip the entire process from left-to-right, but I honestly don’t think it matters.

The paper used for this guide is a 20 inch (50 cm) sheet of duo kraft. For your own fold I recommend using a sheet at least 12 inches (30 cm) on a side, and the same color on both sides – the last part is very important. I only use duo kraft for clarity of the guide – a highly visible difference between the white and colored side.
