Two tools

Two tools are shown in the picture. One is a cheap wooden dowel rod, about half the width of a pencil. It has been sanded to a (very slightly dull) point. The other tool is designed for embossing metal, and its point ends with a tiny ball. Both can be used in the shaping of scales, but the wooden one is slightly better for that purpose as the wood texture grips the paper better than metal. The embossing tool is used for scoring precreases. I have also used a plastic stylus for this purpose.

I highly recommend the embossing tool for Ryujin 3.5 work. Here is a link if you wish to purchase the one I use-

http://www.createforless.com/Martha-Stewart-Tools-Embossing-3pc/pid193363.aspx
Scoring the precreases to the scales will make it easier to collapse. This isn’t required for the course but it may save you some time and stress. The guides which will feature many scales will also have scored precreases.
